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Most Worshipful Grand Master, Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master, Companions All,
Good afternoon.

Thank you for the honor and trust you have placed in me to serve as your Most Illustrious Grand
Master for this ensuing year. It is both a privilege and a profound responsibility—one I do not take
lightly.

I would like to offer my sincere congratulations to our Most Illustrious Grand Master Dan Elliot on a
successful year. His hard work and dedication—not only in Cryptic Masonry but across all the Masonic
bodies he serves—has made a lasting impact. We thank you, MI Elliot, for your leadership and devotion.

This year, my chosen theme is "Complete the Circle."

As many of you know, advancement through the York Rite does not require participation in the Cryptic
Rite. While this may make the path to the Commandery more accessible, we must not lose sight of the
profound significance the Cryptic Degrees hold. They are not simply a step in the journey—they are the
bridge that unites the Royal Arch and the Commandery, completing the symbolic circle of Masonic
teachings and values.

Without the Cryptic Degrees, the York Rite experience is left unfinished. It is much like receiving only
the Entered Apprentice and Fellowcraft Degrees in the Symbolic Lodge, without ever becoming a Master
Mason. You’ve started something important—but you haven’t completed it.

As your Grand Master, I urge each of you to reach out to our Companions and Sir Knights in the York
Rite who have yet to experience the profound journey of the Cryptic Degrees. These Degrees are not
merely additional steps—they are the essential keystone that completes the circle of Masonic light.

Let them see and fee! the unmatched beauty, the rich symbolism, and the spiritual depth that the Cryptic
degrees bring. Help them understand that without these Degrees, the story remains unfinished—the arch

incomplete, the treasure still hidden.

It is our duty, and our privilege, to extend the invitation. Encourage our fellow Companions to take that
final, transformative step. Let us help them complete their own circle of Masonic knowledge and light.

A Call for Grand Representatives

During this Cryptic year, I call upon each Council to seek out worthy Companions who would serve this
Grand Council with honor and distinction as Grand Representatives. These appointments are vital to the



strength and unity of our fraternity, fostering connections across jurisdictions and enriching our collective
journey.

At present, we have numerous openings available. I am confident that within every Council there are one
or more Companions who possess the dedication, character, and Masonic spirit necessary to fulfill the
responsibilities of a Grand Representative with excellence.

A list of jurisdictions with current vacancies, along with the required forms, is available on our Grand
Council website. I encourage you to review this information, identify suitable candidates, and submit
completed applications to our Grand Recorder for our consideration.

Let us continue to build bridges, strengthen ties, and serve the Craft together with pride and purpose.
Service and Charity

In addition to ritual and education, our obligations extend into service and charity. I ask all of you to
continue supporting our Charity Corporation and its important causes, including the Parkinson’s
Disease Foundation, the Children's Tumor Foundation, and the Cryptic Masonic Medical Research
Foundation.

I encourage every officer in this Grand Line to promote charity at every official visit by "passing the hat”
a simple yet effective way to raise funds and allow each Council to contribute meaningfully to our
charitable goals.

But our work must also reach out to our communities.

I ask each Council in this jurisdiction to actively support local food pantries and soup kitchens. Food
insecurity is a reality in every community, and many families rely on these resources to meet basic needs.
You can help by collecting non-perishable food items at meetings or by volunteering at local soup
kitchens. Whether it’s the Utica Rescue Mission, South Buffalo Food Pantry or Dutchess Outreach in
Poughkeepsie as an example or organizations in your own town, these efforts make a real difference—
and they reflect our Masonic values in action.

In closing, let us work together to ensure the success of this Grand Council. Support one another, serve
your communities, and above all—Complete the circle.

I look forward to a productive and meaningful year working alongside all of you.
Thank you, and may God bless you and this Grand Council.

Zealously,

Most Ill. Richard Kerimoglu

Grand Master
Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of New York



