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GRAND MASTER’S LABOR DAY MESSAGE

Companions,

As the 2026 Labor Day Weekend comes to an end, I ask you to think of the true 
meaning of our celebration of Labor Day!  Today, in current times, we celebrate this holiday 
as a time to be with family and friends.  To enjoy picnics, dinners and travel.  But if we 
look back to the real reasons, we have a Labor Day the meaning is quite different!  Back in 
the late 1800s the laborers, men, women, and children worked 12 to 16 hour days. This 
was done for 6 days per week and in some cases 7 days.  If you had a good job, you would 
earn $1.00 per day!  Of course, women and children were paid less!  After labor unions 
fought the tactics of forced labor, some legal, some not legal, they were finally able to 
bring about the first Labor Day to honor the workers of America. 

Oh how times have changed! Today, we enjoy the weekend by traveling, touring sites 
and spending enjoyable times with our families and friends.  Of course, I do realize that 
many of us spend the day laboring in our homes and on our properties making life easier 
for our futures!  But I do have to remind you that we also labor in the quarries of our 
Lodges, Chapters, Councils and Commanderies.  Although I do understand that our labors 
are labors of love for what we are doing.  We realize the work we do is for the betterment 
of our Masonic Families.  Our labors take on many faces, some for community, some for 
family, but all for the betterment of our companions and crafts.  Yes, my motto for this is 
Cryptic Family!  This is realized when we understand that family is not just blood relatives. 
It is those companions who we are willing to travel to support, to provide education to 
better themselves, to make the men they want to be!  This helps build stronger families 
and stronger communities.  In closing, I want you to know I am proud to call you my 
brothers, companions and sir knights.  Hopefully as Cryptic Masons we will understand 
through our labors our Cryptic Families begin with a handshake!

                                          
Zealously,
Most Ill. Carl J. Klossner
Grand Master 
Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of New York


