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" spcctively, and authenticated uuder his hand aud the seal of the 
Grand Council, with a request for a similar document from each 
of said Grand COlmcils; 

11. To attend to all such other matters and duties as, by Masonic 
usage, appertaiu to his office. 

§ 9. It shall be the duty of the Graud Treasurer; 
1. To take charge of all the funds, property, securities, and ,ouch­

ers of the Grand Council ; 
2. To pay all orders duly drawn and attested, under general regu­

lations or special directions of the Grand Couucil ; 
3. To attend on the Grand Council or its presiding officer, when re­

quired, with the books and all necessary documents relating to 
his office; and to attend, when required, the meeting of any 
Committee whose duty it may be to act in relation to the fiscal 
affairs of the Grand Council. 

4. To report anllllally to the Grand Council the amount of his r e­
ceipts and expenditures, by items, and from whom received, and 
to ,,-hom paid; and the amount of securities in his hands, for 
funds invested by the Trustees; 

5. To execute and file with the Grand Recorder, ail official bond, 
with two or more sufficient sureties, to be approved by the Grand 
Master, conditioned that he will payor deliver on demand, to 
the Grand Ctmncil, or to his succcssor in office, all funds and 
property of the Grand Council that shall come into his posses­
sion as Grand Treasurer; and, 

6. To pay and deliver, at the expiration of his term of office, to his 
EllCeeS60r, or such person as shall be dcsignated by the Grand 
Council, all moneys, securities, evidences of debt, books, writings 
and property of the Grund Council under his control, with all 
proper assignments, whe!! necessary. 

§ 10. It shall be the eluty of the Grand Officers whose duties have 
not been her einbefore specifically set forth, to discharge such fuuc­
tions as, by ancient usage, pertain to their office. 

§ ll. The Grand Council shall, by resolution, at each Anllual As­
sembly, fix the time anel place for holding the next Annuul Assembly; 
but a Special Assembly may be culled, whenever the Grund Master, 
or any three of the other Graml Officers, may deem it necessary, and 
also, whenever it shall be required by l\ majority of the Councils un-
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der this jurfsdiction, provided such requisition be made in writing to' 
the Grand Master or his Deputy. 

§ 12. it F.hall be the duty of the Graml Master, as soon after his in­
stallation as may bc practicable, to appoint a committee of three, to 

-be called the Finance Committee, whose dnty it shall be to superin­
tcnd the financial concerns of the Grand Conncil, to audit all bills 
against it, and to certify them by their signatures; when correct, and 
to report at the Annnal Assembly, oi' whenever required 1)y the 
Grand Council. 

§ 13. The Grand Master shall appoint, at the Annnal Assembly, as 
soon after his installation as may be practicable, a Grand Lecturer, 
whose duty it shall be to attcnd the_'\nnual Assembly of the Grand 
Council, and shall be a member thereof, and shall , during the session, 
exhibit to the members t.he standard of work, which is approved and 
determined by the Grand Cunncil, for the practice of the Councils 
nnder its juriEdiction. It shall also be h~s duty to impart said Lec­
tures to the said Councils, or to companions authorized to receivc 
them, whenever he shall be in,ited so to do, and may reccivc snch 
compensation therefor as mny be fixe(l by the Grand Council before 
his appointment, and which compensation 8hal1not be changed during 
his continuance in office. He shall make au annuul report of t.he 
state of proficiency of the Councils he may visit. 

§ U. The Grund Recorder, Grand Trellsurer, and Grand Sentinel, 
shall receiYe snch compensation as this Grund Council may, from time 
to time, determine upon. 

§ 15. The revenues of this Grand Council ~hall be derived from the 
following sources: 

For every Charter or Warrant .. .. . .. . . . .. . .... . .. .... $30 00 
For every Dispensation to form a new Council .... . • • __ •• 20 00 
And if a Charter or Warrant is afterwards granted, the addi-

tional sum of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 10 00 
For every Dispensation to confer the Degrees at sight. . . . .. 1 00 
For every other Dispensation _..... ........ . .......... 50 
For affbdng the seal to every Grand Conncil Diploma. . . . . 50 
For every Companion received and greeted in a Subordinate 25 

Con neil . _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
For adjoining fee of every Select Master. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
Every Council shall pay for each of its members, annually. 25 
For registry fee of every Select Master. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 25 
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§ 16. Every Council shall be ~ountablEl to the Grand Council for 
the dues of each of its members embraced in its returns. 

§ 17. The management of the permanent funds is vested in a Board of 
Trustees, denominated, the" Trustees of the Permanent Fund," whose 
duty it shall be to take the best measures for the security and increase 
of said funds, and of all the invested funds of this Grand Council, and 
to invest, from time to time, as a majority may decide upon, all moncy 
whieh shall come into the hands of the Grand Treasurer, after paying 
the necessary cDlTent expenses, and after leaving in his hands such 
sum or sums for contingent purposes as the Grand Council may, from 
time to time, direct. The said Trustees shall deposit in the hands of 
the Grand Treasurer the securities and vouchers of the said invcste(l 
funds, and shall not have the power to transfer, sell, dispose of, or 
appropriate any part of the invested or permanent fund, without a 
vote of the Grand Council, at its Annual Assembly. Said Board of 
Trustees shall consist of three members of the Grand Council, and 
shall be elected annually, at the Annual Assembly, by ballot, (unleEs 
it be unanimously resolved at the time, to take the vote by show of 
hands,) and by a majority of votes. 

§ 18. There shall not be a greater number of Councils established 
in the State than there are Royal Arch Chapters, nor more than one 
Council within the jurisdiction of each Chapter. 

§ 19. Any Council neglecting or refusing to make returns and pay 
dues for more than one year, shall be punished by the forfeiture of 
their warrant, and only restored by paying all back dues, and offer­
ing sufficient apology for violation of the constitutional regulations 
of this Grand Council. 

§ 20. All governmental powers, whether executive, legislative, or 
judicial, not expressly delegat€d by the Grand Council, are inherent 
in and reserved to it, as the Supreme governing body. 

ARTICLE II. 

REOUJ,ATIONS ~'Olt THE OOVI~I(NMENT OJ,' SUBonnINATE COUNcn.~. 

§ 1. A Council of Royal and Select Masters shall consist of a Mas­
ter, (whose style is Thrice Illustriousj) a Deputy Master, (whose 
style is Right Illustriousj) a PlincipllI Conductor of the Works, 
(whose style is Illustriousj) a Recorder, Treamrer, Captain of the 
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Guard, Conductor, Steward, and Sentinel, and as many members Il8 

may be convenient, congregating and workiug by virtue of a Warrant 
held under the Grand Council, aud at the place designated in the 
warrant, or by the Grand Council. 

§ 2. No Council of Royal and Select ~I!l.Sters in this State shall be 
considered legal, unless they have a charter from this Grand Council, 
or a dispenEation from the Grand Master; and Jllaeonic communica­
tion is hereby forbidden between any Council under this jurisdiction, 
or any member thereof, and any Council or Assemblage that may be 
working withont mch charter or dispensation, or with any of the in­
dividual members of such illegal Council or Assemblage, or with any 
Companion, received or greeted therein, until such Council or Coun­
cils, persou or persons, shall have been regularly healed. 

§ 3. The powers and privileges of a Subordiuate Council are such 
as are defined in its warrant, by this Constitution or by the Ancient 
Landmarks. 

§ 4. No Warrant of a Couucil cau be forfeited except upon charges 
regularly made in the Grand Conucil, at the Annnal Assembly, of 
which due notice shall be given the Council, and an opportunity of 
beiug heard in defence, and then only for disobedience to this Consti­
tution, ceasing to meet for one year or more, or for contumacy to the 
anthority of the Grand Master, or Grand Council; but a warrant 
may be smpenc1ed by the Grand Council or Grand Master at any 
time, npon proper cause; which suspension shall not extend beyond 
the next Annual Assembly. 

§ 5. No Conncil nnder this juriEdiction shall confer the degrees in 
a less interval than two weeks from the time of receiving the propo­
sition, except by dispensation from the Grand Master, as hereinbefore 
provided for. 

§ 6. The first five officers of a Subordinate Council, hereinbefore 
named, must be chosen annually, by ballot, and by a majority of 
votes, at the regular Assembly immediately preceding the Festival of 
St. John the Evangelist, and mllst be installed on or before the next 
regular Assembly thereafter; and the remaining officers shall be ap­
pointed by the Master, and hold office during his pleasure. 

§ 7. A Conncil may fill yacancies in office, except those of Master, 
Deputy Mastel', and Principal Conductor of the IV arks, at any stated 
Assembly, upon notice to the members; but in case of vacancy in the 
offices in this section mentioned, an electio:l can only be held by vir-
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, tue of a dispensation from the Grand Master, which is to be applied 
for by a vote of two-thirds of the members present, and is to be so 
certified by the Recorder. 

§ 8. The Master shall not be r CEponsible for his official acts, or 
otherwise, to the Conncil over which' he presides; but shall be at all 
times subject to diECipline from the Grand Council, or Acting Grand 
Master. 

§ 9. It shall be the duty of a Recorder of a Council: 

1. To record the proceedings of the Council, under the direction of 
the presiding officcr, which shall be read and approved by thc 
Council before it is closed, and such proceedings shall be sub­
mitted to the Grand Council whenever required; 

2. To receive all moneys paid into the Council, and pay the same 
to the Treasurer; 

3. To transmit, immediatcly after every election, a certificat.e 
thereof to the Grall(l Recorder; 

4. To make a full and complete return to the Grand Council annu­
ally, (previous to the last Wednesday in May, of each year,) of 
all the members of the Council, in the form hereafter meutiollrd 
in s€ction 13; 

5. To certify and affix the scal of the Council to all retW'ns and 
certificates of election rendered to the Grund Council; and 

6. To attest the official signature of the Mastcr to all othcr Ma­
sonic documents, when necessary. 

§ 10. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer of a Council: 

1. To receive all moneys paid into the Council from the hands of 
the Recorder; 

2. To keep a just and correct account thereof; and 
3. To pay them out by direction of thc presiding officer and COil-

sent of thc Council. ' 

§ 11. A Council has full power and authority to enact By-Laws for 
its own government, not inconsistent with this Coustitution. 

§ 12. No Council und9r this jurisdiction shall confer the degrces 
for a less sum than five dollars, nor upon anyone who shall not have 
received, in a regnlar manner, the several degrees of Entered Apprcn­
tice, Fellow Craft, Master Mason, Mark Master, Past Master, Most 
Excellent Master, and Royal Areh Mason. 
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§ 13. The returns to the Grand Council shall ¢ontain the following 
items, viz.: 

1. Council number of each Companion; 
2. Namc; 
3. Age; 
4. Occupation; 
5. Birth-place; 
6. Residence; 
7. Time of receiving the Degrees; 
8. Time of Adjoining; 
9. Lodge; 

10. Chapter; 
11. Council in which degrees were received; 
12. Conncction dissolved, when and by what; 
13. Dues, viz.: Reception fees; Adjoining fees; Registry fees, and 

Quarterly due8. 

ARTICLE III. 

AM)D;DME~TS, ETC. 

1. This Graud Council is competent at any time to alter or amend 
this Constitution on the concurrence of two-thirds of the members 
present at an Annual Assembly; provided the proposed alteration 
shall have been submitted in writing at one Annual Assembly, and 
laid over until the next for consideration, unless snch proposition 
should be unanimously concurred in, and in that case it may be 
adopted at once. 

2. No general regulations shall be adopted inconsistent with this 
Constitution; and all former written Constitutions and General Reg­
ulatioqs heretofore made and adopted, are hereby repealed. 
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FORM OF RETURN OF ELECTION. 

THE Certificate of Election should be in the following form, and 
must be filed in the office of the Grand Recorder, before the elected 
officers of the Sllbordinate Councils can be recognized as members of 
the Grand Council. 

~e it 111tolUIt" That on the - day of -, A. Dep. 28-, at 
a regular Assembly of -- Council, No. -, Compo -- -- was 
elected Master; Compo -- --, Dep. Master, and Compo -- --, 
Principal Conductor of the Works, for t.he ensuing year, and that the 
said officers have been duly installed. 

IN TESTmOXY WHEREOl', we, tlJe members of said Coun-
[L. s.] eil, have caused the seal thereof to be hereunto affix­

ed, and our Recorder to sign the same. 

-- --, Recorde,-. 

THE PROXY 
of the Subordinate CouncilR should be in the following form, viz.: 

A-r a regular Assembly of -- Council, No. -, held on the-­
day of --, A. Dep. 28-, Resolved, That our Camp. -- --, 
(Present or Past Grand Officer, Present or Past Master, a the case 
may be,) be, and he i~ hereby appoint€d PROXY, to represent this 
Council in the Grand Council of the State of New York, and he is 
fully empowered to act in our bebaif, in all the transactions of tbe 
Grand Council, as effectually as if we ourael ves were personally 
present. 

All wbich we have causecl to be certified by our three first 
[r~ s.] officers, and the senl of our said Council to be affixed. 

-- --, .Jrlaster. 
----, Dep. Master. 
----, P. O. a/the J/V. 

~ --, Recorder. 
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To the.M. P. Grand Council oftlle State of--

The undersigned petitioners, being Royal and Select Masters, hav­
ing the prosperity of the Fraternity at heart, and being willing to 
exert their best endeavors to promote and diffuse the genuine princi­
ples of Cryptic Masonry, respectfully represent-That they are desir­
ous of forming a new Council in the town of --, County of --, 
and State of --, to be named -- Council, No.-. 

They therefore pray for letters of dispensation, or a Warrant of 
Constitution, to empower them to assemble as a legal Council, to dis­
charge the duties of Masonry in a regular and constitutional manner, 
according to the original forms of the Order, and the regulations of 
the Grand Council. 

They have nominated and do recommend Compo A. B. to be the 
first Master; Compo C. D. to be the first Dep. Master, and Compo E. F. 
to be the first Principal Conductor of the Works of said Council. If 
the prayer of the petitioners shall be granted, they promise a strict 
conformity to the Constitution, Laws, and Regulations of the Grand 
Council. 

Dated at -----, A. Dep. 28-. 

(N. B.-The above petition mnst be sigued by not less than nino 
Select Masters.) 
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OF THE 

MOST PUISSANT ORAND COUNCIL 

OF 

OF THE 

STATE OF NEW YORK, 

AT ITS 

FIFTY-FIFTH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY, 

COMMENCING 

June ~th, I 86 t. 

NEW YORK: 

B. F. CORLIES & MACY, STATIONERS AND PRINTERS, 

33 NA.SSA.U STREET . 
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- ... ---
ANNUAL ASSEMBLY. 

GRAND COUNCIL ROOM, cor. Broadway and 13th St., 
Tuesday, June 4th, 77;; P. M., A.D. ~S61, A. Dep. 2861. 

The :Most Puissant Grand Council of Royal and Select 
~Iasters of the State of New York convened in Annual 
Assembly in the City of New York, in accordance with a 
resolution adopted at the last Annual Assembly, on Tues­
day, June 4th, .A.. D. 1861; A. Dep. 2861. 
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• PRESENT: 

M. P. NATHAN O. BENJAML.'\', 
R. P. SEYMOUR n. STONE, 
T. 1. E. P. BREED,'" . 
R. P. A..l'<D REv. CHARLES II. PLATT, 
R. P. JOSIAH SHOYE, • 
R. P. JOHN B. HARRIS, • 
T. I. )1. PINNER, a8 
R. P. CHARLES E. GILLETT, 
R. P. AND REV. HENRY C. YOGELL, 
T. I. W1I. GOULD, ... 

P. GREENFIELD POTE, 
R. P. SEWALL T. FISK, 

M. P. J. B. YATES SOMMERS, 

G R.!:'<D ALASTER. 
DEPUTY GRAND ilJASTER. 

GIl.L'<D lLLl.'STHIOrS MASTKR. 

GRA~" P . C. OF TBE WORK. 

GRAND RxcoRDRR. 

• GRAND TREASURER. 

GRAND C. OF THl< G. 
GRAND MARSJUL. 

GRAS» CBA.PUL.~. 
G lUND STl!W A..RD. 

G .... ~" SESTIo/E!.. 

GlU. .... D LEcTURER. 

And the Representatives of the following Councils: 

COLUlIBlAN, 
BROOKJ,YN, 

ADELPIDC, 
EUREKA, 
ONEIDA, 
CENTRAL CITY, 

BLOSS, 
BRUCE, • 
SOUTHER:; TIER, 

BUFFALO, 

No.1 . 
No. 4. 
No.7. 
No. 8. 
No. 12. 
No. 13. 
No. 14. 
No. 15. 
No. 16. 
Yo. 17. 

The Grand Council was opened in 2\ mpie .iotm, by the 
M. P. Grand Master. 

On motion of R. P. Compo J . SHOIE, it was 

Ruolved, That all Companion Select Masters, in good standing 
in the Order, be invited to take seats as visitors, in this Grand 
Council. 

On motion of R. P. Comp. C. E. GILLEtT, the reading of 
the Minutes of the last AnnnalAssemblywas dispensed with, 
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The M. P. Grand Master then presented his Annnal 
Address, which was, on motion of R. P. Compo C. H. PLATl', 
ordered to be spread at length upon the Minutes, and re­
ferred to a committee of three, to apportion the various sub­
jects therein treated of to appropriate committees. 

em It t 
COMPANIOXS OF THE GRAKD COUNCIL: 

At this, the opening of the Fifty-fifth Annual Assembly of the Most 
Puissant Grand Council of the State of New York, we meet under 
extraordinary circumstances. Into the short space of time which 
has elapsed since last we assembled, the events of years seem to 
have been crowded. Our government is struggling to maintain its 
integrity, the nation is engaged in a civil war, companion is arrayed 
in arms against companion, and brother against brother; the Tem­
ple of Janus is opened, and" horrida bella" stalks abroad. 

In this trying emergency, it behooves us all to inquire what our 
duty as members of our ancient and time-honored Fraternity re­
quires of us; and to obtain light on this subject, I know of no 
better region to explore, than· the most ancient laws promulgated 
for the government of the Craft in cases like the present. 

The second of the Ancient Charges reads as follows: "A Mason 
is a peaceable Subject to the Civil Powers, wherever he resides 01' 

works, and is never to be concerned in Plots and Conspiracies against 
the Peace and Welfare of the Nation, nor to behave himselfundntiful1y 
to inferior Magistrates; for as Masonry hath been always injured by 
Wnr, Bloodshed, and Confusion, so ancient Kings and Princes have 
been much disposed to encourage the Craftsmen, because of their Peace­
ableness and Loyalty, whereby they practically answered the Cavils 
of their Adversaries, and promoted the Honor of the Fraternity, who­
ever flourished in Times of Peace; so thilt, if a Brother should be a 
Rebel against the State, he is not to be countenanced in his Rebellion, 
however he may be pitied as an uuhappy !lIan; and if convicted of 



no other Crime, though the loyal Brotherhood must and ought. to 
. disown his Rebellion, and give no Umbrage or Ground of political 
Jealousy to the Government for the time being, they cannot expel 
him from the Lodge, and his Relation to it remains indefea~ible." 
This, to my mind, covers the wbole ground, and clearly points ont 
our duty as Masons and members of a fraternity, one of whose ob­
jects is to promote peace and good-will tbroughout the world. 

While war and tumult are without, peace reigns within tbe sacred 
retreats of the select throughout our great jurisdiction, and no case 
requiring tbe interference of tbe disciplinary powers of the Grand 
Master has been brought to my notice. Our Councils are as active­
ly at work as is compatible with their healthful progress, and I am 
gratified to see them exercising great caution iu the selection of 
their material. I have visited and presided in during the year, 
King Hiram Council, U. D., at Anburn ; De Witt Clinton Council, 
U. D., at Albany; Hudson River Council. U. D., at Rondont; Brook­
lyn Council, No.4, at Brooklyn; Columbian Council, No.1, Adel­
phic Council. No.7, and Pennell Council, U. D., in New York; and 
it afforded me pleasure to witness the zeal and activity that most of 
them displayed in the acquirement of the work and lectures, as 
prescribed by this Grand Conncil. 

DISPEX8.!.TIONS FOR NEW COUl\CU1l. 

I huve granted a number of difpensations for ncw Councils dur­
ing the year, aud I am surc, from tbe evidence in my possession, 
that in no case have our my"tcries been intrusted to unworthy or 
improper hands. 

On the thirteenth day of .July, 1860, I iEsned letters of dispen­
sation to T. Ill. JOSEPII M. MORRIS, Master; R. TIL TIIOlliS Y. How, 
Deputy Master; Ill. WILLUM H .. BillNEs, Principal Conductor of the 
Work, lind ~ix others, to open a Council, to be called "KI~G HIRAM 
COCNCIL," and located in the City of Auburn, and County of Cayuga. 

On the seeond day of November, 1860, I IEsned like letters of dis­
pensation to T. TIL WlLI.rA\l E. LATHROP, )Illsterj R. Ill. WICLlAM 
F. TIOl,MES, Deputy ?,[astel'j Ill. WILu,Ur S. ALLlxG, Principal Con­
ductor of th~ Work. anu se.entecll other., t l' open a Council ill the 
City of RocIK~ter, and Coullty of Monroe, to Le called c'DonIC 
COC~CIL." 
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On the twenty-second day of November, 1860, I issued like letters 
of dispensat.ian to T. TIL MICHAEL PUINER, Master; R. Ill. WILLUlI 

FLEMING, Deputy Master; TIL ABlLI.M S. SWARTZ, Principal Conduc­
tor of the Work, and six others, to open a Council in the City of 

• Buffalo, and Couuty of Erie, to be called" KEYSTONlii COUNCIL." 
On the thirteenth day of December, 1860, I granted a dispensation 

to T. Ill. GEORGE F. VON BECK, Master; R. Ill. JOHANNIS D. HAs­
BROUCK, Deputy Master; TIL GEORGE W. SMITH, Principal Conductor 
of the Work, and ten others, to open a Council in the Village of 
Rondout, and County of mster, to be called "HUDSON RIVER 
COUNCIL." 

On the sixth day of February, 1861, I issued a like dispensation 
to T. TIl. EDW.illD H. JONES, Master; R. Ill. PETER P. WENDELL, 
Deputy Master; Ill. JACKSON H. CHASE, Principal Conductor of the 
Work, and seven others, to form and open a Council, in the City 
and County of Albany, to be called " DE WITT CLI~"TO~ COUNCIL." 

On the eighteenth day of May, 1861, I issued like letters of dis­
pensatian to T. Ill. ENOCH P. BREED, Master; R. Ill. ELIJAH W. 
WHIl'PLE, Deputy ~faster; Ill. WILLLI.M J. SCOTT, Principal Con­
ductor of the Work, and eleven others, to form a Council, in the 
City and County of New York, to be called" PENNELL COUNCIL." 

The petition on which the last-named dispensation was granted is 
signed by nine who were once members of Pennell Council, No.2, 
and prays for the restoration of the Warrant of said Council: In all 
the cases of dispensations, I have no doubt but that the Councils will 
present sllch specimens of their labor as will induce the Grand Coun­
cil to continue their existeuce by granting them Warrants of Consti­
tution. 

GRL'1D COUNCILS. 

Sinc!} our last Annual Assembly there have been four Grand 
Councils added to the number already in existence on this continent, 
viz., California, Rhode Island, Arkansas, and New J erseYi and it will 
be perceived that two of them, California and New Jersey, were 
formed in States in which we had Conncils located. Of the existence 
of the Grand Council of California, I was informed by the Deputy 
Grand Master thereof, who visited me perso:lally, and stated that the 
fonr COllncils in his Slate had assembled in June last, and regularly 



formed and opened a Grand Council, and that Grass Valley Council, 
N<l. 10, of our jurisdic1ion, participated therein. By invitation, I 
assisted in the form~tion of the Grand Council of New Jersey on the 
twenty-sixth of November last, at the City of New Bruuswick, and 
I donbt not that it will prove itself a worthy daughter of New York. 
Kane Council, No. 11, is now uuder the jurisdiction of the M. P. 
Grand Council of New Jersey, and its zealous and efficient Master, 
M.P. WILI.JAM MEAD, is the Grand Master. I wonld recommend that 
the four aforementioned Grand Councils be formally acknowledged 
by this Grand Couucil. 

THE UNION O~· 1860. 

During the year that hilS pa~sed I have seen the good effects arising 
from the Union which was accomplished in Jlme last. It was the 
reuniting the last and ouly dissevered link in the Fraternity of this 
State, and its tendency has been to promote that peace alTa harmony 
without which our institution cannot flourish. I have received 
many congratulatory epistles from other jurisdictions, which it 
would afford me pleasure, did time permit, to give in extenso, but I 
must be Ratisfied with making a few extracts. 

R. P. CHARLES A. FULL]';l!, Grand Recorder of the Grand Counoil 
of Royal and Select Masters of Tennessee, in his letter of July lOtb, 
1860, says: "I have read yonr Proceedings with much interest and 
gratification, and especially that portion referring to the union of 
the two bodies claiming sovereignty in your State. Success to the 
united body. Masonry in New York, in all its departments, has had 
particular attractions to me, as it is my native State." 

M. P. WILl.JAM HACKErt, Grand Master of the Grand Council of 
Indiana, writes, July 11th, 1860: "I rejoice to see from your Pro­
ceedings, that you have effected a union of all the Councils in your 
State under one grand organization. This has welded the last link 
that binds the Craft on the continent of North America in one united 
bond, withont any fragment whatever. How cheering, how con­
soling the thougb\ 1 May the God of our Fathers grant that Union, 
Harmony, and Peace may ever prevail amongst us throughout our 
entire fraternal brotherhood." 

From the Grand Master of Royal and Select Masters of Wisconsin, 
July 12th, 1860, M. P. A. SlDXEY WOOD, we have the following: "I 
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