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R:.I.-. JOHN B. SACKETT .......................... GRAND P. c. OF w. 
R:.I.·. DAVID B. HOWELL ....................... GRANI> TREASURER. 
R:.I:. GEORGE VAN VLIET ........................ GRAND RECORDER. 

I.-. JOHN J. MARTIN ............. ACTING GRAND c. OF THE GUARD. 
R.·.I:. CHARLES W. BROWN .......................... GRAND C. OF C. 
R:.I.·". P. w. VERHOEVEN ..................... ····· .GRAND MARSHAL. 
R:.I:. AND REV. JOHN G. WEBSTER ................. GRAND CHAPLAJN. 

I:. HENRY J. BOYLE ............................. GRAND STEWARD· 
I:. JOHNSTON FOUNTAIN ........ ' ..•.......... GRAND SENTINEL. 

M:.I.-. H. F. L. BUNTING, Past Grand Master. 
M:.I:. JOHN D. WILLIAMS, Past Grand Master. 
M:.I.-. JOHN HOOLE, Past Grand Master. 

Together with the Representatives of the following Councils: 

COLUMBIAN ............. No. 1 

UNION .................... " 2 

BROOKLYN.. . . .. . .. . .. .. " 4 

EUREKA .................. " 8 
BLOSS ..................... " 14 

BRUCE ................... " 15 

SOUTHERN TIER. ........ " 16 

BUFFALO ................ " 17 

KING HIRAM ............. " 18 

DORIC .................... " 19 
KEYSTONE ............... " 20 

DE WITT CLINTON. .. . . . " 22 
BINGHAMTON... . . . .. . . . . " 24 
DUNKIRK. ................ " 25 

And Past T:.I:. Companions 

PALMYRA ................ No. 26 

BATAVIA ................ " 27 

UTICA .................... " 28 

OWEGO. .. . .. . .. . . . .. . . .. . " 30 

HORNELLSVILLE ......... " 35 

PEN'l'ALPHA .............. " 36 

CRYPTIO.. . .. . .. .. .. . .. .. . " 37 
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WILLIAM J. SURRE ................ OF COLUMBIAN, No. 1. 
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The Grand Council was opened in ~mple ~arm. 

On motion of M.-.I:. H. F. L. BUNTING, all Companions Select 
Masters in good standing were invited to seats as visitors in this 
Grand Council. 

On motion of M:.I:. JoHN D. WILLIAMS, the reading of the 
Minutes of the previous Assembly were dispensed with. 

M:.I:. G. FRED. WILTSIE, Grand Master, then delivered the 
following 

ILLUSTRIOUS COMPANIONS: 

Again, through the kind providence of an all-wise Creator, are we permit
ted to meet in solemn Assembly,· commemorating for the sixty-sixth time, 
the organization of Cryptic Free Masonry in the Empire State. 

We have engaged in prayer, as we were early taught, the first great duty 
of Free Masons before entering upon any great or important undertaking, 
thereby recognizing the power and protection shown toward us, by the Grand 
Architect of the Universe, in the past, and beseeching his presence, guidance, 
support and direction, over the work we are about commencing. 

Let us render to Him due homage and praise that our lives have been 
spared another year, that He has safely guided us over the " rough and rug
ged paths" of this naughty world, and that still we arc in the enjoyment of 
life and health, and are surrounded by the many comforts and blessings 
which are daily showered upon us . 

. How quickly do the years roll round; it seems but yesterday since last we 
met, in this our beautiful Masonic home, yet how many changes have oc
curred, how many pains, sorrows and afllictions have we from time to time 
been called upon to endure, how many hopes have been frustrated, how 
many plans have we failed to carry into effect; and on the other and brighter 
side, how many joys and pleasures, blessings, comforts, and happy hours 
have we enjoyed. 

Thanks be to Him who ordereth our doings, and who doeth all things well. 
From tidings received from the Craftsmen of the Cryptic Vault, I am again 
enabled to report to you that union and harmony, the strongest of all mystic 
bonds, is ours; no disturbing workmen are found engaged in our arches, no 
element of discord, nor sound of dissatisfaction is heard among us, no " sleep
ing stewa:ds" impede or hinder the progress of our great work, but surely 
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and grandly, yet slowly and steadfastly, are we ra1smg our noble Temple 
towards the skies, each and every one fulfilling well the part allotted to him, 
and faithfully serving his regular hours with fervency and zeal in our united, 
glorious cause. 

It seems to one who carefully studies the science of our ancient craft, in 
its many and various forms, and follows with an eye eagerly looking for 
light, an ear carefully listening for knowledge,. and a hand grasping with 
charity and affection ~11 that presents itself before him, in his onward path, 
cannot but feel amply repaid for all time thus spent, and all labor thus per
formed; and yet we fear, and in fact our experience has taught us, that too 
many of our brethren care more for the number of degrees attained and the 
beauty of the costume 11llowed to be worn, th11n for the lessons of practical 
truths taught in the several grades. 

Cryptic Masonry, my Companions, is a fixture, and is surely and steadily 
11dvancing, with a healthy, hearty growth. The past few years h11ve shown 
a vast improvement in many w11ys, but more especially in that part which 
we term "work;" that which was once as varied and widely differing as the 
different states in which it was taught, is now uniform, and sustained by al
most if not all the State Grand Jurisdictions. The National Convention has 
been the principal means of making this needed reform, and as Companions 
of our Rite, have met together to compare, advise, correct, m11ke uniform, 
and trim the various branches of the great Masonic Oak. They have 
strengthened the grand old tree, have brightened up its foliage, have pruned 
its dead twigs, and have caused it to spring forth with new life and fresh 
vigor. 

Let us, Companions of the Empire State, staml firm, and maintain the po· 
sition we have so strenuously advocated; in receiving the just claims of our 
Cryptic Rite, let us stand resolutely by them, resting assured that ''time, pa
tience and perseverance, that accomplishes all things," will at last cause vic
tory to perch upon our banners, and we will receive the rewards due all 
faithful and true Select Masters. 

Since our last Annual Assembly, and in accordance with a resolution 
adopted by you at that time, it was my privilege as well as pleasure to attend 
the third session of the National Convention of Royal and Select Masons of 
the United States of America. I will give you now a brief resume of its 
labors. 

The Convention met in the city of New Orleans, La., at Masonic Temple, 
on Monday noon, November 31st, 1874, and organized temporarily by the 
election of 

M. ·.I." Companion JosrArr H. DRUMMOND, of Maine, as President. 

M'. '.!.·.Companion G. F1mo. WILTSIE, of New York, as Recorder. 
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The Committee on Credentials, M.-. I.-. Companions W. C. Sw AIN, of Wis
consin, E. EDMUNDSON, of Tennessee, and G. L. MCCAHAN, of Maryland, 
reported eighteen (18) Grand Councils entitled to representation. 

The temporary officers were then unanimously elected as permanent officers 
of the Convention, with the addition of 

M. ·.I:. Companion Jmrn FRIZZELL, of Tennessee, as first Vice-President. 
M. ·.1:. Companion C. F. GOODMAN, of Nebraska, second Vice-President. 
Rule 1 of the New York Convention of 1872, was then adopted for the 

government of the pre~ent session, (the purport of which was the system of 
voting, each Grand Jurjsdiction being allowed three votes.) 

M:.I. ·. Companions EDMUNDSON, of Tennessee, WILTSIE, of New York, 
O'NEAL, of Ohio, MCCAHAN, of Maryland, and STINSON, of Arkansas, were 
appointed a Committee on "Work." 

M. -.I.". Companions BROWN, of Kansas, BECHTEL, of New .Jersey, Km
KER, of Connecticut, WHEELER, of Nebraska, and MoRRILL, of Florida, 
were appointed a Committee on General Business. 

EVENING SESSION, at 7 o'clock. 

M:.I. ·. Companion JonN FRIZZELL, of Tennessee, presiding. 
M.-.I:. Companion JonN H. BROWN, of Kansas, from the Committee on 

General Business, reported in favor of the formation of a General Grand 
Council of R. & S. M., which report, after a long discussion, was laid upon 
the table. 

Several invitations were received and accepted to attend different festivities 
in the city of .New Orleans, during the session of the Grand Bodies. 

Two vacancies occurring in the Committee appointed by the New York 
Convention to memorialize the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of 
the United States, to place the Cryptic degrees m their proper position in the 
American system of Free Masomy, by making them a prerequisite to the 
orders of Knighthood, they were filled by the Conventi0n constituting the 
Committee, as foll0ws: 

M:.I:. Companion J. H. DRUMMOND, of Maine. 

" 
" 
" 

" 

JonN FRIZZELL, of Tennessee. 
G. FRED. WILTSIE, of New York. 
W. A. PRALL, of Missouri. 
P. M. SAvoRY, of Mississippi. 
S. M. ToDD, of Louisania. 

Convened again.7, P. M., December 1st, 1874. 

M:.I:. Companion C. F. GOODMAN, of Nebraska, presiding. 
The Committee on Work, after a lengthy session, reported to the Convention 

that in their judgement no change was advisable in the Ritual as adopted in 
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1873, except to correct one or two clerical or chronological errors in the his
tory of the Select Masters degree, concerning the time of the communication 
of the w-- to Moses, and the lapse of time from its commnnication to its 
being lost. The report was unanimously adopted, all the Grand Bodies rep
resented, many of which have adopted the work, expressing themselves 
highly pleased with it·in its every feature. 

The question of the organization of a General Grand Council was then 
taken from the table, and a very long debate ensued, all of the different 
Grand Bodies, through their representatives, stating at length their views ; 
a large majority of them were in favor of the immediate formation of such 
a body, but at the same time being desirous of making no movement except 
to aid in the advancement of Cryptic Masonry, aI1d of these degrees receiv
ing the proper attenti©n and position to which they are entitkd, the follow
ing resolution was finally unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to preµare a Provincial 
Constitution for the organization of a General Grand Council of Royal aud 
Select Masters of the United States of America, which shall he submitted to 
the several state Grand Bodies, for either their adoption or rejection. 

M. ·.I.·. Companion JOHN F~IZZELL, of Tennessee, 
" " G. FRED. WILTSIE, of New York, 
" " JOHN H. BROWN, of Kansas, 

" 
" W. C. SWAIN, of Wiscon.sin, 

W. R. WHITAKER, of Louisania, 
Committee. 

The following resolution was then adopted: Resolved, That the present 
officers of this Convention be continued, and that the Committee on Provincial 
Constitution for a General Grand Council, be, and they here~ are, directed 
to prepare such a document, which shall be submitted by the officers of this 
Convention, to the various Grand Councils in the United States, for their action 
thereon, and when two-thirds thereof shnll concur therein, approving such 
P.rovincifll Constitution, the same shall become operative, and a meeting shall 
be called by the President, for the purpose of duly organizing such body, 
which shall be provided for by said Constitution, at such time aud place as 
may be designated. 

The Committee to memorialize the Grand Encampment of Knights Tem
pl:ir of the United States, reported that they had performed the duty as
signed them, and that, after consideration, the Grand Encampment laid the 
matter upon the table. 

The following resolution of adjournment was then adopted, after several 
matters of minor importance had been disposed of: Resolved, That this Con
vention do now adjourn to meet in the city of Buffalo, N. Y., on the Monday 
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before the third Tuesd~y of August, 1877, and that the several State Grand 
BJdies be requested to send delegates to the same, unless the Convention 
shall sooner be called together by the President. The Grand Recorder was 
ordered to publish officially the proceedings of the Convention, as well as the 
report of the Committee on Provincial Constitution, in p:tmphlet form, and 
issue same to each of the Grand Councils. 

This is a brief account, my Companions, of my labors while at New Or
leans; amid the grand round of festivities, fraternal greetings, renewals of 
old acquaintances, and receptions, it was almost impossible to keep a work
ing majority of the different Masonic ~dies there assembled engaged in 
their various duties; yet I am constrained to say that our Cryptic Companions 
were not found asleep, but were ever wakeful to the interests of our noble 
Rite, and each and every one worked with deep e<1.rnestncss to advance its 
interests. 

While we did not obtain the desired recognition in the action of the Grand 
Encampment, at the si1me time we are much nearer its attainment than ever 
before; and I trust the day is not far distant when we will be allowed our 
proper position in our Masonic system, and receive all the honors due our 
beautiful degrees. Companions, let us press forward, bearing- our banner 
aloft, being well assured that right, not might, will in the end triumph. 

In accordance with your resolution at the last Annual Assc\nbly, I appor
tioned the several Councils in the jurisdiction among the Grand Officers for 
official visitation, from whom reports will be presented to yon in proper 
time; and here I would say that there are several Councils that have been 
for a long time, and arc now, laying dormant, making no returns, and hoiding 
no assemblies. I would recommend that their warrants be revoked, so that 
Companions residing in their several jurisdictions may be enabled to receive 
tl.teir degrees in the nearest live workin.IJ Council, who arc not only willing but 
desirous to advance the interests of Cryptic Masonry. 

I have granted, in accordance with my prerogative, several dispensations 
to hold elections in different Oouncil:i, owing to unavoidable delays on their 
part in allowing the regular time of election to pass without holding the 
same. 

I have issued dudng the year but one dispensation to form a new Council, 
as follows: 

Oct.ober 1st, 1874, to Companion J. M. KIMBALL as Master. 
" R. C. CrrRISTIANCE as Dep. M.·. 
" J. 0. VAN KrnK as P:.C:.W:. 

and their associates to form "Ithaca Couneil,'' at Ithaca, Tompkins Co., N. Y. 
I would cheerfully recommend the granting of a Warrant to these Compan

ions, as I am well satisfied that they have complied with all the constitutional 
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requirements, and are well qualified to be placed in Rank among our subor
dinate Councils. 

The Grand Council of England and Wales, and the Dependencies of the 
Briti~h Crown, of which I made an elaborate report at our last Annual 
Assembly, feeling a deep interest in our Grand Body, send to you, through 
a congratulatory letter recently received by me, Fraternal Regards, and I 
thought it but just to give it favorable mention in this address, as I know 
you are all deeply interested in our English Companions, who are zealously 
engaged in working in the Secret Vault, in our mother country. 

On Wednesday, June 4th, 1875, upon the invitation of the Committee hav
ing the matter in charge, the officers of the Grand Council attended, as a 
body, the ceremonies connected with the Dedication of the Masonic Temple, 
in New York City. The day is one ever to be remembered, not only by the 
brethren who were engaged in it, but also by all who witnessed what was 
pronounced to be the grandest Masonic pageant ever seen in our country. 
To the Committee, as well as to the officers of the M. ·. W. ". Grand Lodge of 
the State of New York, M.-. W. ·. EDWARD E. THORNE, Grand Master, are we 
deeply indebted for courtesies shown us at that time. 

Also on Wednesday, September 8th, 1875, it was my privilege to attend a 
similar ceremony in the city of Albany, where the Grand Council was also 
represented by severnl of its Grand Officers. This, as well as the other, was a 
grand affair, and to the Brethrrn of Albany, and esp€cially of De Witt Clin
ton Council, No. 22, who acted as an escort to the Grand Council, are we 
under many obligations for attentions and hospitalities shown us. 

And now, my Companions, would that I could, in few words, bring this 
address to a close, for I would be much pleased rn to do, and not be required 
to report to you, with sorrow and sadneFs of heart., that again our "Circle of 
Perfection" has been sundered, and a beloved and prominent Brother, Com
panion and Grand Officer, "has been cnlled from labor to refreshment" by 
the Grand Master above. I had hoped to have been able to report to you 
otherwise, and had so p1epared my rema1ks, when suddenly the tidings came 
to me that R. ".I.". Companion JACKSON HoLMES CuAsE, Grand Lecturer, was 
dead, that he had died at sea, August 14th, 1875. He was born in Palmyra, 
Wayne Co., New York, in the year 1828. He received the symbolic degrees 
of Masonry in" Star of the East" Lodge, New Bedford, 1\iass., being raised to 
the sublime degree of Muster Mason May 2d, 1854. He received the Royal 
Arch degree in Palmyra Eagle Chapter, R:.A. ·1.M. ·., No. 7!l, Palmyra, New 
York, on July 18th, 185!). He rec~ived the Cryptic degreES in De Witt Clin
ton Council, No. 22, n:-. & S. -.M. ·., in Albany, New York, and was afterward 
created a Knight Templar in Temple Commandery K:.T:. of the same city. 
In the year 1867 he received the Ineffable degrees in Templar Lodge of Per-

( 
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fection, and Aurora Grata Consistory", New York City, and shortly afterwa~ds 
received the 33d and last degree in the, Supreme Council of the northern 
jurisdiction of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite. He was Past Master of 
Temple CJ. No. 14, F.·. & A.·.M.·., Albany; Past High Priest of Capital City 
Chapter, No. 242, R. ·.A.·. M. ·.; Past Thrice Ill. Master of De Witt Clinton 
Council, No. 22, R. ·. & S:.M:.; and Past Eminent Commander of Zenobia 
Commandery, No. 41, Knights Templar. He held the exalted position of 
Grand Lecturer of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of New York, at 
the time of his sudden demise. In the year 1867 he was appointed Grand 
Lecturer of this Grand Council, by our late Rev. and M. ·.I.·. Comp. CuAS. H. 
PLATT, which position he filled until the day of his death. In the year 1871, 
at the urgent request of our English Companions, he visited their country, 
and was foremost in the establishment of the Cryptic degrees acnong them. 
In the year 1869 he compiled the "Text Book of Cryptic Masonry," a book 
which has received most favorable notice from our Companions wheresoever 
dispersed. His crowning work, however, in our brauch of Masonry, was done 
in the First National Convention of Council Masons, held in New York City, 
in the year 1871, when he was m'tde the chairman of the Committee on 
"Work," and performed with that Committee one week of hard labor, 
arranging the work for said Convention. In this great effort, he had the satis
faction 0f seeing the work of the Committee adopted by the Convention; 
afterward by his own Grand Council, 11ncl before his death by a majority of 
the Councils in the United States. To Companion CHASE are Companions of 
our Cryptic Rite one and all deeply indebted for the time, study, 11ttention, 
and great interest taken in advancing our system, and reducing the vast 
differences once existing, to a uniform system now in general use. His 
mortal remain~ were consigned to their last resting place at Palmym, Angus t 
17th, 1875, R:.I. ·.and Rev. Companion JOHN G. WEBSTEit, Grand Chaplain, 
performing the religious services, and R. ·. W. ·. Bro. JOHN VANDENBERG, 
P. ·. D. ·.D. ·.G:.M:., the Masonic Rites. 

Our Grand Lecturer is no more. Time, that dread leveler of human life, 
sooner or later will overtake us all. While we mourn the loss of our departed 
Companion, as we miss him in our assemblies and no longer hear his pleasant, 
happy voice in our midst, while we pause for a moment alllid the busy 
scenes of life, turning aside to cast a sympathetic tear over his memory, and 
ponder upon the uncertainty of our own existence, and the certainty as well, 
as in his case, the suddenness of death, let us each and every one remember, 
"In the midst of life we are·in death," and so may.we act and live that 
when the dread summons shall come for us, and we shall be called to follow 
those who have "gone before," we may be so prepared, having our" Work" 
ready fo~ inspection, that we may gain an entrance into the" Holy of Holies" 
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above, and there receive the wages due faithful Craftsmen and deserving 
Companions. " So teach us, 0 Lord, to number our days, that we may apply 
our hearts unto wisdom." · 

A few more words and I have clone. There are times, my Companions, in 
the experience of each of us, when we feel called upon to make some great 
personal sacrifice-to change our varied vocations, and thereby, perchance, be 
called upon to part with old and valued friends, and sever ties that have held 
us together for many masons ; to lay aside, perhaps, some plc.a£ure we have 
fondly loved and frequently delighted in, some cherished subject which has 
claimed our study and attention. From these differing outlooks in our lives, 
are none of us exempt; and so, dear brethren, does he who now addresses 
you, with feelings deep and rnlemn, yet joyful for the past and hopeful for 
the future, return to you the Gavel he has held for three long years, with the 
desire that you may select another to hold the same, and one who will ever 
stand by the noble principles of our craft, and especially defend and watch 
over this pi1rt of the great Masonic Flock. To my associate Grand Officers, 
and to you, my Companions, one and all, I return my warmest and most 
earnest thanks, for the kind support you have given me while at the head of 
this Grand Body; for 111e grnerous and re~pcctful assistance I have ever 
received from your hands in my official capacity. May prosperity ever be 
yours; may Heaven's richest blessings rest upon the Grand Council of Royal 
and Select Masons of the Empire State; may each and every member of the 
same, in his varied vocation and calling, stand up to the glorious teachings 
of our beloved Rite ; may Union, Peace, and Harmony, ever be enjoyed by 
you; may Virtue, Temperance, Truth, and Charity, ever pervade all your 
assemblies ; may each Companion vie with every other to act well his 
part, showing to his brethren about him tliat Slothfulness, Intemperance, 
Dishonesty, and Evil-doing, are not p1-erequi.~ites to becoming good and 
true Craftsmen; and may He who clwelleth on High, and beholdeth every 
action of His subjects here below, ever lift upon you the light of His re
conciled countenance, rewarding you for your earnest labors here with a 
blissful entrance into the Grand Temple above, there to dwell with Him 
.forever. 

Lo, the sands swiftly run; behold our lives 
Dropping like foliage to a solemn close: 

To-llay the bud bright expectation gives-
1'0-morrow, blossoms to a transient rose

Another ~norn, and its whole beauty goes; 
Its lerwcs are scattered \\'U.Stefully around, 

No heart remembering-another glows 
Upon the stem-another hope is crowned; 

And this is human life, the life the dead have found! 

; 
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Count well the moments, then; fill up the day; 
Brothers, let Wisdom's hand your life-plans trace; 

The Temple will be.finished, though we may 
Not see the Stone exalted to its place! 

It is enough that God will see and bless! 
Labor while it is day; thcre'8 work for al1, 

The 1:tirestle J3oard proclaims it, and, alas! 
Too soon will night spread 0 1er its sable pall-

Too soon the grave-the grave-from which there's no recall! 

Clouds may obscure us, Slander may detract
The foes of truth and rectitude unite; 

But while within our llfystic Sphere we act 
There lives no power can hinder or affright: 

The ~Master's llh;e still oversees the right; 
Heaven's book records it with angelic pen; 

And when Death's summons call us up the height, 
A full reward for labor shall we gain, 

In God's own Temple, free from sorrow, toil, and pain. 

On motion, the address was referred for subdivision and refer
ence to Companions 

J. G. WEBSTER, GEO. F. BENTON, H. F. L. BUNTING. 

The Grand Treasurer presented his Annual Report, which was, 
on motion, received and referred to the Finance Committee when 

·appointed. 

To THE MOST PUISSANT GRAND COUNCiL OF ROYAL AND SELECT 

MASTEHS OF THE S•rATE OF NEW YORK: 

Your Grand Treasurer submits his Annual Report as follows: 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance on hand as per last report ..... _ . . . . . . ................ ~. $ 106.04 
Received from the Grand Recorder ............................. _. _ 1,979.25 

$2,085.29 
DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid Warrants Nos. 406 to 458, as per list hereto annexed ......•... $ 2,162.29 

Due the Grand Treasurer ........................ $ 77.00 

Respectfully submitted. 

D. B. HOWELL, Grand Treasurer. 



No. 406, P. W. Verhoeven, 
407, J. F. Baldwin, 
408, Wm. Jennings, Jr. 
409, E. E. Thorne, 
410, C. F. G. Cunningham, 
411, A. B. King, 
412, J. Collier, 
413, J. S. Bartlett, 
414, John Briggs, 
415, A. G. Wheeler, 
416, H. M. Plant, 
417, John B. Sackett, 
418, Howard Cockburn, 
419, John J. Martin, 
420, 0. W. Earle, 
421, Elijah Harris, 
422, M. 0. Finley, 
423, Thos. II. Floyd, 
424, B. J. Davis, 
425, C. Estabrook, 
426, John P. Fletcher, 
427, Jos. L. Frame, Jr., 
428, C. II. Sturges, 
429, M. L. Edgett, 
430, E. S. Smead, 
431, 0. II. Cook, 
432, John Omuony, 
433, M. H. Smith. 
434, J.C. DuBois, 
435, Isaac B. Noxon, 
436, J. M. Showerman, 
437, F. F. Driggs, 
438, Charles W. Brown, 
439, Henry J. Boyle, 
440, Isaac W. Baker, 
441, G. Fred. Wiltsie, 
442, John D. Williams, 
443, George M. Osgoodby, 
444, J. G. Webster, 
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WARRANTS. 

attendance ....................... . 

" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 

" 
" 

" 
445, J. Fountain, salary and 

$10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
28.88 
22.48 
30.00 
31.92 
46.00 
30.00 
40.40 
46.00 
18.00 
22.00 
27.28 
47.44 
38.80 
30.00 
28.88 
14.80 
36.00 
10.00 
24.88 
25.50 
27.75 
20.25 
13.36 
30.75 
19.12 
12.48 
11.75 
46.80 
10.00 
22.00 
13.50 
14.80 
31.!)2 
39.60 
38.80 
25.00 
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No. 446, J. H. Chase, salary and attendance, ............... , ...... . 
447, D. B. Howell, ....................... . 
448, C. G. Hudson, salary. . . . . . . . . . . . ..................... . 
449, G. F. Wiltsie, expenses ................................ . 
450, Rent .................. ; .............................. . 
451, .J. Shove, salary ....................... : ............... . 
452, G. Van Vliet, salary ................................... . 
453, Corlies, Macy & Co., printing ........................... . 
454, James McCredie, attendance ........................... . 
455, John Hoole, ....................... . 
456, H. F. L. Bunting, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . 
457, J. F. Baldwin, printing ................................ . 
458, D. B .. Howell & Co., jewels ......................... : .. . 

$60.00 
10.00 
75.00 
44.40 
50.00 

250.00 
25.00 

138.47 
46.00 
10.00 
10.00 

313.28 
108.00 

Total. ............................ ·.· ........... $2, 162.29 

The Grand Recorder presented the following as his Annual 
Report, which was, on motion, received and referred to the Fi
nance Committee: 

To THE l\foST PUISSANT GRAND COUNCIL OF RoYA,J', AND 
SELECT MASTERS OF '.l'HE STATE OF NEW YORI{ : 

The receipts at the Annual Assembly of 1874, as per statement in 
printed proceedings of that year, were ........................ $1,938. 75 

Since received, Oct. 3d, 1874, from Chenango Valley Council, No. 65, 
for balance of dues to August 1, 1874................. . . . . . . . . . 6.50 

Received Feb. 6th, 1875, from Mohawk Council, No. 29, for balance 
of'dues to August 1, 1874 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28.50 

For Grand Council seals to diplomas, to date ................... :. 5.50 

Making a total of ................................. $1,979.25 

The following named Councils have failecno make returns or pay dues for 
the past two years: 

i) 
GENESEE .................... No. 9 WYOMING .................... No. 48 
OLEAN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '' 33 FREDONIA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . '' 49 
WATERTOWN .............. .'." 34 FULTON ..................... " 50 
NORTHERN LIGHT ........... " 39 NORTHERN CONSTELLATION .. " 51 
CANAJOHARIE.. . . . . . • . . . . . . . . " 42 WASHINGTON. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . " 52 
TYRIAN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 43 CORNING. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 53 
ALANSON BROWN ........... " 44 DEER PARK ......... · ........ " 54 
WADSWORTH................. " 47 BELFAST.................... " 63 
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In addition thereto, Hudson River Council, No. 21, and Canandaigua Coun
cil, No. 66, have made no returns of their membership for the Grand Council 

Registry. 
I have registered 2,106 names as members in good standing in the various 

Councils under this jurisdiction, on August 1st, 1874, and returned Grand 
Council numbers therefor. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
GEO. VAN VLIET, Grand Recorder. 

The following Grand Officers, appointed to visit the various 

Subordinate Councils, reported the performance of that duty: 

R. ·.I.·. F. F. DRIGGS, Deputy Grand Master. 
" " JonN Il. SACKETT, Grand P. C. of W. 
" " and Rev. J. G. WEBSTER, " Chaplain. 
" " CrrARLES W. BROWN, " C. of the C. 
" " P. w. VERHOEVEN, 

" HENRY J. BOYLE, 
" Marshal. 
" Steward. 

The M:.I:. Grand Master then appointed the following com

mittees: 
Credentials and Returns. 

Companions GEO. VAN VLIET, D. E. MORGAN, JASON COLLIER. 

Warrants and Dispensations. 

Companions A. B. KING, THOS. H. FLOYD, HENRY PARTRIDGE. 

Constitution and By-Laws. 

Compani?l!-s ·:H ... F. L. BUNTING, JOHN J. MARTIN, JOHN J. KELLY. 

Grievances and Appeals. 

Companions HENRY M: PLANT, T. s. JACKSON, JOHN OMBONY. 

Finance and Accounts. 

Companions JOHN D. WILLIAMS, JOHNHOOLE, 
IWBT. H. LAWRENCE. 

Unfinished Busine~s. 

Companions JOHN BRIGGS,. CHAS. ESTABROOK, 0. W. EARLE. 

On motion of Companion JOHN J. MARTIN, the hotJ.rs of meet
ing during this Annual Assembly were fixed a,t 10, A. M., and 3, 

P.M. 

> 

' 
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On motion of M:.I.·. H.F. L. BUNTING, the election of offi
cers for the ensuing year was made the special order for to-mor
row (Wednesday), immediately after the opening of the morning 
session. 

The following resolution, offered by Rev. J. G. WEBSTER, was, 
on motion, received and referred to the Committee on Constitution 
and By-Laws : 

"That the Subordinate Councils in this jurisdiction be required to forward 
the names of their Representatives to the Grand Recorder, at least ten days 
before the Annual Assembly of this· Grand Council." 

On motion, the exemplification of the Work was made the 
special order for this afternoon. 

The Grand Council was then called from l~bor to refreshment 
until 3 o'clock, P. M. 

TUESDAY, 3 o'clock, P. M. 

The Grand Council was called from refreshment to labor. 
Officers and Representatives as before. 
The Committee on Credentials and Returns prese~ted the fol

lowing report, which was, on motion, received: 

To THE MOST PUISSANT GRAND COUNCIL OF ROYAL AND SELECT 
MASTEUS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK: 

Your Committee on Credentials and Returns respectfully report that the 
following named Councils have made returns and paid dues to the Grand 
Council, and their Representatives, as designated below, are entitled to seats 
in this Grand Conncil: 

No. 1 Columbian ... , ...... JoHN J. KELLY ............ Master . 
JoBN BoYD ............... ·.Proxy for Dep.M. 
JoHN G. BARKER ........... Proxy,P.C. of W. 

2 Union ............... JOHN F. BALDWIN ......... ProxyforMaster. 
4 Brooklyn ............ GEo. Z. BRETZ ............. Master. 
8 Eureka ............. C. F. G. CUNNINGHAM ..•... Master. 

14 Bloss ............... A. B. KING ................ Master. 
15 Bruce ............... JASON COLLIER ............ Dep. Master. 
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No. 16 Southern Tier ....... JOHN D. WILLIAMS ........ Proxy for Master. 
17 Buffalo ............. JoHN BRIGGS ............. Master. 
18 King Hiram ......... A. G. WHEELER ........... Master. 
19 Doric ............... HENRY M. Pr,AN'r .......... Master. 
20 Keystone ............ D. E. MoRGAN ............. Master. 
22 De Witt Clinton ..... JoHN J. MARTIN ........... Master. 

JOHN G. COOPER ........... Proxy. 

24 Binghamton ......... 0. W. EARLE .............. Master. 
25 Dunkirk ............ HENUY PARTRIDGE ........ Proxy for Master. 
26 Palmyra.... . ...... T. S .. JACKSON .............. Master. 
27 Batavia ............ STEPHEN M. EvRY ......... ProxyforMaster. 
28 Utica ............... THOS. H. FLOYD ........... Master. 
30 Owego .............. GEo. F. BENTON ............ Master. 
31 King Solomon ....... CHAS. EsTAnnooK ......... Master. 

JOHN D. MAILLER .......... Dep. Master. 
JAs. E. HORTON .......•... P. C. of W. 

35 Hornellsville ....... SOLOMON Ossos1n .......... P. C. of W. 
37 Cryptic ............. C.H. STURGES ............. Master. 
38 Seneca .............. M. L. EDGETT ............... Master. 
40 Konhocton •. , ....... 0. S. BLACKIE ............. Master. 
41 Genesee Valley .. '. ... L. C. SKINNER ............. Master. 
55 Peekskill ............ JOHN OMnONY ............ Master. 
61 Portal. ............ M. H. SMrnr .............. Master. 
62 Hudson ............. HENRY MILLER ............ Proxy for Master. 
67 Norwich ........... ISAAC W. BAKEJt ........... Dep. Master. 

(Signed) GEO. VAN VLEIT, ~ 
D. E. MORGAN, Committee. 
JASON COLLIER, . 

The Committee on the Grand Master's Address offered the 
following report, which was, on motion, received, and its recom

mendations adopted. 

To THE MOST PUISSANT GRAND Comrnn. OF ROYAL AND SEI.ECT 
MASTEltS OF TIIE STATE OF NEW YORK: 

. The Committee to whom was referred the Address of the Grand Master, for 
the proper dispcsal of tbe several matters therein contained, beg leave, 

respectfully, to report as follows: 
The condition of our Rite in this jurisdiction as evinced by said Address, 

calls for our cle'l'out thanksgiving to the Great Master of us all, and for our 

individual congratulations. We would respectfully recommend 

) 
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That so much of the same as relates to the decease of our lamented Com
panion R.-.I. ·.JACKSON HOLMES CHASE, (late Grand Lecturer,) be referred to 
a Special Committee. 

That so much as relates to Councils U. D., be referred to Committee on 
Warrants and Dispensations. 

Th>Lt so much as relates to Dormant Councils, and thoBe failing to make 
returns as required by the Constitution, be referred to Committee on Warrants 
and Dispensations. 

We would respectfully recommend that the fraternal greeting of our Illus
trious Companions on the other side of the ocean, be answered by our M. ·.I.·. 
Grand Master in the name of this Grand Council, with a hearty God-speed 
for their success and prosperity. 

Your Committee heard with pleasure the Grand Master's report of his 
action in the late Assembly at New Orleans, and while we regret the failure 
of our desire to make the Cryptic degrees a prerequisite to the order of the 
Temple, we would recommend that this Grand Council reiterate its former 
declarations in favor of that object. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN G. WEBSTER, } 
G. F. BENTON, Committee. 
II. F. L. BUNTING, 

The Committee on Constitution and By-Laws offered the fol
lowing report, which was, on motion, received and its recommen
dations adopted. 

To THE MOS'l' PUISSANT GRAND COUNCIL OF RoYAL AND SELECT 
MASTERS OF THE STATE OF NEW Y01m: 

The Committee on Constitution and By Laws, to whom was referred the 
Resolution offered by Rev. J. G. Webster, beg leave, respectfully, to report 
that they have given the subject matter due consideration, and in order to 
facilitate the duties of the Grand Recorder, would recommend that the reso
lution be so modified as to request the Recorders of the Subordinate Councils 
to forward to the Grand Recorder, prior to the Annual Assembly, the names 
of Companions to represent such Subordinate Councils. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

HENRY F. L. BUNTING, ·~ 
JOHN J. MARTIN, Committee . 
. JOHN J. KELLY, 
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The M. ·.I.·. Grand Master appointed as a Special Committee 
on the death of R:.I:. JACKSON H. CHASE, Companions 

A.G. WHEELER, M. L. EDGETT, MORTIMER H. SMITH. 

'.l'he exemplification of the Royal and Select Master's degrees 
was then proceeded with, in accordance with the standard work 
of this jurisdiction, under the direction of Companion JcHN J. 
MARTIN, of De Witt Clinton Council, No. 22. 
· · The Committee on Foreign Correspondence presented their 
report, which was, on motion, received and ordered to be printed 
in the transactions. 

To THE MOST PUISSANT GRAND COUNCIL OF ROYAL AND SELECT 

MASTERS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK: 

Your Committee ou Foreign Correspondence have the honor to submit 
their report: 

In the year which has passed since our last Annual Assembly, we have 
with great pleasure examined the Proceedings of the various Grand Councils, 
and carefully endeavored to extract frcm thtm everything of interest, pleas-. 
ure, instruction or exhortation, th11t we could find for the edification of our 
Companions. We have considered our duty one to be conscientiously per
formed, realizing that the great majority of the laborers in the Crypt depend 
upon us for their information concerning the condition, prosperity and pros
pects of Cryptic Masonry in general. 

We have not considered it a duty to be neglected or slightingly performed. 
We have considered that every member of the Craft should do his part, 
humble ~hough it may be, to "dispense Masonic light and information," and 
add to the interest and efficiency of our Fraternity. Although our duty is 
that of a reporter, yet we have not hesitated to express our opinion, with all 
due deference to the <'pinions of othus, or to lift up our voice in condei;nna
tion of what we believe to be wrong, and in exhortation to do what we 
believe will most redound to the interests of Cryptic Masonry. 

We have labored faithfully to perform our task, and although we do not 
know whether the P.-.C. '.W.'. will esteem our workmanship to be a beautiful 
piece of work and fit to be one of the vessels of the S." S.-., we have already 
had our reward in the pleasure which the labor has given us. 

For some reason but a small proportion of the Proceedings have been re
ceived through the Grand Officers, but we have taken especial pains to procure 
news from the different Grand Jurisdictions, and are able to present tidings 
from all except two, New Brunswick and New Hampshire. 

1· 
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With these exceptions the roll is complete, and is as follows: 
ALABAMA ............................................ 1874. 
ARKANSAS. . . . . ..................................... 1874. 
CALIFORNIA ..............................•........... 1875. 

CONNECTICUT ........................................ 1875. 
FLORIDA ............................................ . 
GEORGIA ............................................. 1875. 
ILLINOIS ........••................................... 1874. 
INDIANA ............................................. 1874. 
IOWA ............................................... 1874. 
KANSAS ............................................. 1872-3-4. 
KENTUCKY. . . . .................................... '.1874. 
LOUISIANA. . . . . . . . . . ................................ 1874. 
MAINE ............................................... 1874. 
MARYLAND .......................................... .,1874. 
MASSACHUSETTS ..................................... 1874. 

MICIIIGAN ............................................ 1874-5. 
~lJNNESOTA ........................................... 1875. 
MISSOURI. ............................................ 1874. 

MISSISSIPPI. .......................................... 1875. 
NEBRASKA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... 1875. 
NEW JERSEY ........................................ 1875. 
NORTH CAROLINA ............................ 1823, 1874-5. 
OHIO ................................................ 1874. 
ONTARIO ............................................. 1874. 
PENNSYLVANIA. . . . . . . . .............................. 1875. 
RHODE ISLAND ....................................... 1875. 

SouTrr CAROLINA ..................................... 1875. 
TENNESSEE ........................................... 1874. 

VERMONT ............................................ 1874. 
WISCONSIN ......................... : .. : .............. 1874-5. 

ALABA.MA-1874. 

The thirty-seventh Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Alabama 

was held in the city of Montgomery, December 9th, 1874. 
Present, PALMER J. PILLANS, G:.P.-.C:.W:. as G:.M.·., presiding, and the 

representatives of seventeen Subordinate Councils. 

The G:.M:., RonERT D. WEBB, who was unavoidably absent, sent his 
Annual Address to be read. 

While it was not as long and interesting as the one of the previous year, 

yet, as usual, there are many excellent sentiments therein. We make several 
quotations: 
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u No one can overlook the baneful influence which the condition of our country has 
exerted upon our Order. In common with all other benevolent enterprises, it has felt the 
pressure of 'the ruling excitement of the day, and its usefulness for the time checked. But 
the sober second thought of the people has once more placed a national phase upon the 
political issues of the country, and we may reasonably hope that this change will be followed 
by an improvement in the prosperity of our State, and also the prosperity of onr Order. 

"But this period of rejoicing brings with it renewed and increased responsibilities. We 
must meet the occasion as true Masons. We must take the tide at the flood, or when it 
has receded it will leave us upon the barren shores to reap the reward of our neglect. An 
opportunity to make an onward movement once lost is decisive of character, no less in the 
organized body than in the individual. Let us then enter upon the duties of this session 
with renewed energy, and endeavor to infuse new life into Cryptic Masonry in this jurisdiction. 

"'l'he system of work adopted at your last Assembly has been well received, and I have 
reason to believe, will tend to an increased interest in the Council degrees." 

The following question bad been asked and decision rendered: 

"Can we legally confer the R.-. and s.-. degrees upon a R.-.A." Mason who has been so 
unfortunate as to lose his left a11n near the shoulder?" 

"Held-That to such unfortunate companion we offer our sympathy, but are not at liberty 
to depart from an established landmark of Masonic bodies." 

The usual routine business was transacted. The G. -.R." reported receipts 
$406.50. 

Companion DANIEL SAYRE, G:.R.-., presented a report on Foreign Corres
pondence, able and full of interest. He reviews the Proceedings of twenty
one Grand Councils, not including New York. We regret to find tl!is year 
that an unusually large number of reporters have not received our proceed
ings. In some cases this may be accounted for by the change of time of our 
Annual Assembly, but in others not. Without doubt copies were mailed to 
each G. '. R. '. Whenever a reporter finds himself witllout any copy of the 
Proceedings of any Grand Council, it is an easy thing to write to the G. -.R." 
of that ·Grand Council and obtain a copy. We have always found this plan 
to work. 

Upon the well-discussed question of "cheap Masonry," Companion Aus
TIN, of Indiana, had said: 

'"!'here is nothing in Masonry, as a principle, touching the question whether Lazarus or 
Dives is the applicant.,, 

Companion SAYHE responds: 

"We suppose not; but of the two, from what 'vc know of them, which we arc sorry to say 
is very little, we should greatly prefer Dives. He had the appeamnce of a gentleman, at all 
events, to recom1nend him; while poor old Lazarus, however worthy he might have been, 
was certainly not in a condition to make his entree into a metropolitan Lodp;e room. We 
hardly think that Companion AusTrN, if sitting outside the door, would have made the 
alarm for such a visitor." 

Companion HENDERSON, of Kentucky, had expressed tlle idea of making 
the Cryptic degrees a part of the Chapter. 

1· 

) 
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Upon which Companion SAYRE says: 

'.'Three great events are illustrated in Masonry-the loss, the preservation, and the recov
ery-and each, we think, is worthy of a distinct series. The event illustrated in the Chapter 
is certainly incomprehensible until that illustrated in the Council is brought forward to ex· 
plain it, and we are surprised that any intelligent Mason should be satisfied with the light 
shed upon him in the Lodge and Chapter, without seeking to obtain that which is shed upon 
him from the Council. 

"The Lodge degrees are complete in themselves. ·when one is raised to the sublime degree 
of )-faster ~Iason, there is nothing to indicate to the recipient that there is more light upon 
the same subject further ahead. The same might be said of the Chapter degrees if they 
were conferred first, and thus, though each series would be satisfactory if conferred by itself, 
both are decidedly unsatisfactory when conferred together. This may seem very like a para
dox, but it is true. It is not so in figures; there two odds make an even. But it is other
wise in Masonry. In Masonry two things, each of which is perfect by itself, form, when 
taken together, a union that is decidedly imperfect. A third quantity is needed, and that 
quantity is Crypticism." 

Companion DRUMMOND, of Maine, desires that the printed Proceedings 
should be of more interest than a last year's almanac. 

Whereupon: 

"Companion DRUMMOND talks like a book; and we endorse everything he says, except the 
·slander-slander, well, yes; it is a slander-on a last year's almanac. Alm::macs are an ex
ceedingly interesting publication, and we know of no reason why people should continue to 
slander them by comparing every dull and uninteresting brochure to a last year's almanac. 
Of all things for a dull, chill, raw, drizzly day, when the fowls instinctively seek the shelter 
of idle carts and wagons, and the big drops fall patteringly from the caves of the house, and 
the watch-dog stretches himself lazily on the hearth-rug, before the smouldering fire, and one 
feels like paying a visit to the land of nod, we say of all the reading in the world for such a 
day as that, give us a last year's almanac.,, 

Subordinate Councils .... 
Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............... . 

PALMER J. PrLLANS, of Mobile, G. ·.M:. 
DANIEL SAYRE, of Montgomery, G.·.R. ·. 

ARKA.NSAS-1874. 

20 
613 

This Grand Council having failed to assemble on the constitutional day, 
by summons of the G. ·.M. ·. the fifteenth Annual Assembly was held in the 
city of Little Rock, October 24th, 1874. 

Present, J. A. STINSON, G. ·.M. ·., presiding, and the representatives of eight 
Subordinate Councils. 

The Address of the G. ·.M:. congratulates the Companions that so many were 
present in spite of the financial condition of the country, and the failure of 
agricultural interests; thinks the discussion of the past year has been favor
able to Cryptic Masonry; had received the Proceedings of twen!.y-four Grand 
Councils, and regrets that business of an important character prevented the 
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Committee on Foreign Correspondence from reporting; recommends the adop
tion of the Work of the New York Convention; sees only one objection to 
a General Grand Council, the expenses of the delegates, which he thinks 
could be easily obviated by appointing the same delegares to the General 
Grand Chapter and Council; he pays a tribute to the memory of ex-Governor 
HARRIS FLANAGIN, past Grand Master of this Grand Council. 

At last Arkansas has a presiding officer who understands one principle of 
Masonic law. We quote the following: 

"Companions, in 1872, this Grand Council, by edict, assumed the right to receive petitions, 
elect and confer the degrees of Royal and Select Masters on any Royal Arch Mason in our 
jurisdiction. Now, with dne respect to the opinions of the Companions who urged the 
adoption of this law, I think it wrong and impracticable, and recommend that yon repeal and 
strike it from our regulations. 

"The degrees can be legally conferred for instruction on candidates duly elected by a Sub
ordinate Council, but not otherwise. Nor will I ever exercise the prerogative of making a 
Council Mason at sight, unless he is acceptable to every Companion present, they saying so 
by a secret ballot." 

In accordance with this recommendation the said edict was repealed. We 
rejoice to see that the remonstrances and arguments of different Companion s 
have produced their effect, and Arkansas has ceased so unmasonic a usage. 

The matter was too plain to need any argument, and how any Grand Body 
could have been so misled by any sophistry, we cannot conceive. 

The G:.T:. reported cash $531.18. 
The Committee on Ritual reported the following, which was adopted: 

"Resolved, That whenever the Thrice Illustrious Grand Master of this Grand Council shall 
ascertain that four-fifths of the Grand Councils of the United States have adopted the new 

. Ritual, that he be authorized to teach it to the Subordinate Councils of this jurisdiction." 

Safe and slow. 
No Cammittee on Foreign Correspondence was appointed. 
How well informed the Companions of Arkansas must be as to the condi

tion and doings of Cryptic Masonry generally! 
Subordinate Councils, ..................................... 25. 
Membership not ascertaina.ble. 

J. A. STINSON, G:.M:. 
LUKE E. BARBER, of Little Rock, G:.R:. 

CALIFORNIA-1875. 

A letter from Companion CHAS. Lours WIGGIN, G:.R:., dated July 17th, 
informs us that the Proceedings for 1874-5 li.ave not yet been printed, but 
will be out in a few weeks. 

Any more extended notice of California, therefore, must be deferred until 
the report of next year. 

. /" 
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CONNECTICUT-1875. 

From Conuecticut we have received a very neat pamphlet of Proceedings, 
which informs us that this Grand Council assembled in the city of New 
Haven, May 10th, 1875. 

The Assembly was opened in ample form by Companion Jorrn H. BARLOW, 

G. ·.1Vf:., with the assistance, of the representatives of fifteen Subordinate 
Councils. 

From the Annual Address we copy the following excellent remarks: 
11 In closing this, my official communication, I desire to present a few thoughts, applicable 

not only to Cryptic Masonry, lmt to Masonry in general. Esprcially so at a time like the 
present, when societies are being formed, and conYentions held, which are mainly led by the 
profeRsed follo,vers of Him who went alJout doing good, hn,ving for their object the extermi
nation of onr and kindred associations, becam~e, in some things, t~iey are secret. While I 
entertain no fears for the safety of our time-honored Institution from their insane reviling s 
against it, yet they nuty well admonish us to review our daily lives, and see that our practice 
does not belie onr professions. Let ns ask ourselves, do we attend. our Lodge meetings as 
often as we might without injury to ourselves, ancl thus prevent the unworthy from gaining 
admission among us? Do we, as opportunity offers, visit the sick and distressed, and 
render such assistance as our aucient Fraternity demands? Do we not, too often, when 
objects of real charity present themselves, hastily say that we have nothing, without search
ing to find something for their relief; and, more than all, does not, too often, our unkind, 
prof'ane, intemperate and vicious conduct furnish the strongest weapons for our enemies to 
wield against ns? 

"Brothers, in view of these things let us rcpledge our fidelity and renew our vows. Let us 
see that our lives correspond with our professions. Let us do all our work in the Lodge; but, 
far more important, present upright, square and perfect work before the world by our quiet, 
peaceful, and upright walk anti conversation. While such is om· conduct, though the 
narrow-minded bigot, the unscrnpulons fanatic, and the superstitious Ronianist, may unite 
against our Institution, its foundations will never perish, its fabric never crumble or decay." 

If all our presiding officers would habitually utter such words from the 
East, there would soon be little or no cause for such admonitions. 

From the address and the reports of the other Grand Officers, we see that 
they have faithfully visited and superintended the Craft. ·we commend it as 
an example to other Grand Officers, believing it should be their duty to travel 
through their jurisdiction, and not regard their terms of service as Deputy or 
Principal Conductor as stepping stones, or years of waiting for the attainment 
of the gavel. 

The G. ·.R:: reported receipts amounting to $321. The business was en
tirely routine in its character. 

Companion WM. WALLACE LEE presented the report on Foreign Corres
pondence, which is written in· his usual able manner. It was briefer than 
usual this year, as he had received the Proceedings of thirteen Grand Councils 
only, iucluding our own. 

Now, Companion LEE, the next time the Proceedings do not come to hand, 
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write to the various G. ·. R. ·. 's for them. That is the only way we have suc
ceeded this year in getting one half of the Proceedings from the various 
Grand Councils. 

Companion LEE gives New York a fraternal notice of three pages, copying 
the conclusion of our last report entire. 

The Proceedings contain three memorial pages, for CYRUS GOODELL, P. ·. 
G. ·.M. ·.,JOHN L. DEVOTION, and EDMUND HOLCOMB, P:.D:.P. -.G. ·.M:. 

Subordinate Councils.................................. 24 
Received and greeted. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86 
Membership ........................................... 2,411 

FRED. I-I. WALDRON, of New Haven, G.-.M:. 
Jos. K. WHEELER, of Hartford, G.·.R.·. 

FLORIDA--. 

Companion D. L. OAKLEY, G. ·.R. ·., writes us that no Assembly of this 
Grand Council bas been held this year. Last year we were informed that 
there had been no Annual Assembly since 1872. 

D. L. OAKLEY, of Monticello, G.-.R:. 

GEORGIA-1875. 

No Proceedings of the Grand Council of Georgia have been printed for 
several years. Cqmpanion CnAm,Es R. ARMSTI!ONG, G:.H. ·.,writes us that 
the last Annual Assembly was held in Macon, April 28th, 1875. The nomen
clature of the National Convention was adopt1~d. The statistics for the year 
show; 

Subordinate Councils. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 
Number promoted...................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Membership ............................................. 364 
Amount of dues ..................................... $17!l.50 

RonEHT M. SMITH, of Athens, G:.M. ·. 
CHARLES R. ARMSTRONG, of Macon, G. ·.H. ·. 

ILLINOIS-1874. 

The twenty-second Annual Assembly was held in the Asylum of Apollo 
Commandery, No. 1, Knights Tcmplar, in the city of Chicago, October 28th, 

1875. 
Present, JonN F. Bunnn,r,, G.-.M:., presiding, and the representatives of 

forty Subordinate Councils. 

The Annual Address was short, referring to the state of the Rite in Illinois. 
No decisions during the year. Companions WILSON HOAG and THOMAS 

/ 
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J. TURNER had ceased from earthly labor during the year; he recommends 
the adoption of the Ritual of the New York Convention; peace and harmony 
have prevailed, and nothing has in the least tended to disturb the feelings 'of 
brotherly love and friendship. 

The G. ·.T. ·., Companion CHARLES FrsIIER, reported a total of $1,461.49. 
The G. ·.R:., JAMES H. MILES, writes the report on Foreign Correspondence, 

reviewing, in an able and courteous manner, the Proceedings of twenty Grand 
Councils, of which New York is one. Our Proceedings receive a page and a 
half, quoting freely from the Annual Address and report on Correspondence. 

We may have failed to look in the right place, Companion MILES, for a 
tabulated statement in the Proceedings of Illinois for 1872. We looked for 
them in back of pamphlet, and overlooked the report of the Committee. In 
conclusion, Companion MILES says: 

"So far, peace and harmony has crowned our ancient order during the year. True, our S. ·. 
v.·. has not been thronged with applicants for admission, but the returns sho\V a steady 
growth, assuring the prosperity of the Institution.'' 

The Proceedings arc finely printed on fine paper, and well arranged. We 
would suggest to all Grand Recorders that it would be a great improvement 
in our Proceedings to print either marginal notes or titles in the body of the 
p!!ge, specifying the nature of each item of business, thus rendering it possi
ble at a glance to tell where to find each item, and preventing the omission 
of anything of interest by tbe reporters. When one has to inspect the Pro -
ceedings of twenty Grand Councils or more, it is no easy tflsk. 

Subordinat.e Councils............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 
Membership ........................................... 2,060 

WILBUU F. BROMFIELD, of Tuscola, G. ·. iW. ·. 
JAMES H. MILES, of Chicago, G. ·.R. ·. 

INDIAN A-1874. 

From Indiana comes to us a bulky pamphlet of some eighty pages, well 
arranged, on good paper, and excellently printed. 

The nineteenth" Annual Convocation" was held in the city of Indianapo
lis, October 20th, 1874. 

Present, GEORGE H. FISH, G. ·.M. ·.,presiding, and the representatives of 
thirty-four Subordinate Councils . 

. The Annual Address was able and very interesting, and we have no doubt 
our Companions will be glad to read the most interesting portions. 

There had been no deaths. He devotes much attentwn to the New York 
Convention: 

"I hm~e examined the work of the New York Convention carefully, and can see no reason 
why uniformity cannot be obtained. The difference in the esoteric work is but slight, but I 
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must agree with the report of our representative, Companion HACKER, in saying that to ex
pect us to adopt an the isms contained in their lectures, is a little to much for even our easy 
nature. Still I think some of our verbiage might be stricken out without detriment. 

''In Companion CoRSON's report on Foreign Correspondence, I see he considers us as 
Ephraims joined to our idols; and I have been told that Indiana was one of the principal 
stumbling-blocks in the way of unanimity at the Convention. 

"We must deny any altars to the nnknmvn god; we worship but one, the living and true-our 
Supreme Architect, and willingly admit that other roads than ours lead to the desired haven 
of rest, and are still willing to recommend and adopt any road that will lend us clear of the 
absurd ideas of the latter days, as shown in some of the esoteric work given at that Conven
tion. Faith and works will carry us all by the same old landmarks to the last arch, and admit 
us to the Supreme Council above; and while some will stop to cull the flowers and sweets 
that grow by the wayside, let us take care that none are led away by the thistles and thorns 
of spiritualistic controversy. 

"'rhc subject of nnifol'mity in work is ono that interests us all. We, as a State, are accused 
of exclusiveness and selfishness. It is stated that we are willing to adopt any work for the 
sake of uniformity, provided it should be our work. This is an unjust criticism. The work 
reported at the New York Convention has no essential points at variance with ours; it only 
needs pruning in its lectures and correcting in its chronology to become acceptable. 

"As it now stands, I think the best conrse to pursue is to lay the whole matter upon the 
table for the present, in hope that the future will soon bring forth a perfect uniformity." 

There is no desire to be unjust to Indiana. We have never witnessed her 
work; but if it be so very near the work of the New York Convention, it 
is all the more reason that the Companions of Indiana should be willing to 
make the slight sacrifice for uniformity. It is not contended that the Con
vention work is superior or more beautiful than that of Indiana. We all 
have our attachment to the work which we first learned; we all have our 
ideas about "isms" and chronology; but we do not so magnify our own 
wisdom as to utter some unmeaning platitudes, and recommend to lay tlle 
matter upon the table. The language of G." M." F1srr is much more tem
perate than other Companions of Indiana have seen fit to use; and there has 
been good occasion for the criticisms which have been made upon this Grand 
Council. 

Upon the subject of" Prerequisite," Companion Frsrr says: 

"This has my full and hearty support; and whilst we are told by some of our knowing 
ones, that as a body we can know nothing of any higher organization, yet, still I know that 
there are many present who do know and enjoy its exquisite privileges; and whilst our 
system is purely an American one in the order of its degrees, let us so accept it., and if we 
cannot put the Council degrees where some think they belong, viz., in the Chapter, let ns 
take them where they arc, ancl use all our exertions to make them a bright and secure link in 
the chain, b'eginning with the entered Apprentice and ending with the ':l1cmplar." 

He docs not favor a General Grand Council. 
The following, upon the subject of discipline, is worthy the consideration 

of all: 
"l\Iost of the discipline is, we all know, done in the lower bodies, but we are directly 

affected by tlw issue. llfany cases are brought before our Lodges and Chapters, which should 

/ 
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never see the inside of either. I refer to differences among the brethren upon strictly busi
ness matters, in which there has been no moral or :Masonic wrong. :Masons must differ in 
business matters as in all others; must sue.and be sued; make money and fail; and in all 
such matters you will always promote harmony by arbitration rather than legislation. 

"Let us not as :Masons be too hasty in condemning another's course; it is Ollr duty always 
to help, aid and assist, ever remembering- that the same causes might effect onr own stand
ing. Is there not rejoicing in heaven over one sinner saved? And have we not all seen the 
beneficial effects of forbearance and long mercy? Do you not all know of cases where a 
brother has been saved to usefulness, both in the Lodge and in the world, by· this course, 
when a too hasty judgment might have rendered him reckless and defiant, and hastened the 
downfall already begun? Let your justice be tempered with mcrcy!H 

In conclusion: 

"Companions, may we, when dumb and blind to all things earthly, when called upon to 
pass the sleeping sentinel of death, with Hope for our guiding star, and Faith the pass that 
shall admit us to the last Arch, hear from the God of our fathers these words, so rep1ete with 
interest to all Royal and Select ]\lasons, '"rhou ·art the Friend and Companion of my choice.," 

The G:.T. ·. reported a total of $2,467.23. 
Companion W. W. AusTIN submitted a most excellent report 011 Foreign 

Correspondc11ce, coveri11g forty-four pages. New York is 11ot amo11g the 11um
ber; the two Annual Assemblies were so near together that our Proceedi11gs 
could not have been received. Companion AUSTIN does his work faithfully 
and well, and the Grand Council of focliana canmit fail to be well informed 
as to the co11clition of Cryptic l\fasonry while he fills the reporter's chair. 

Too many Proceedings are like those of Kentucky, of which he says: , 

"All the business that was done is comprised within three,:Jia.):(e.s,-;hardly giving the dele
gates time to turn round and go home. We suppose that in k~nt1it~y they have finished all 
legislation necess.ary for the s ... V. ·.,and now meet merely to sh;ke';h:a;,ds and say good-bye." 

Under Maine he remarks up0n the _question_ or" "creatio11," whether the 
... n•t .. .. 

Subordinates create the Grand Body or.i!/iif ~~r:sw 
"It has Jong been a 'Vel:ed question' in the debate$' lit COUUtry school-houses, whether the 

egg came from the chicken or the chicken from the egg first. 'Ve are of the opinion given by 
the president at the close of one of these debates, that 'it did,' and so in regard to the crea
tion question.'' 

In conclusion he says: 
"The outlook we deem clieerfnl, and with the other Companions, are awaiting the action 

of the General Convention for a greater part of th~· f;,tl;;.;, welfare of Cryptic Masonry. Much 
benefit can be derived from the benefit of that inforn'iiif body, ·anci it is to be fervently hoped 
that their deliberations may resnlt in such efforts as will ~end to speed forward the progress 
of a Rite which claims to be as beautiful and as interesting as the Capitular and the Tem
plar, and which should haye as great a hold upon the affections of the Master Mason as the 
Arch or Triangle strive for." 

Subordinate Councils. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
Membership ................................... -........ 1,543 

LUCIEN A. FOOTE, of Crawfordsville, G:.M." 
JOHN M. BRAMWELL, of India11apolis, G.-.R.-. 
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IOWA-1874. 

The eighteenth Annual Assembly of this Grancl Council was held in 
Dubuque, October 22d, 1874. 

Present, HrnAM Y. S;\IITII, G. ·. M. ·., presiding, and the representatives of 
nine Subordinate Councils. The G. ·.M.·. says: 

"The past year has been one of some interest to Cryptic Masonry in this jurisdiction." 

He visited nrnny of the Subordinate Councils. 

"During these visits, I have found that the new ritual of Tloyal and Select Masters, recom
mended by the New York Co1l\'ention and adopted by this Grand Council, at the last Grand 
Assembly, meets with general favor. At each exemplification unusual interest was mani
fested in the work, and a spirit and feeling displayed indicative of fnture prosperity." 

We most heartily agree with the recommendation to study the degrees. By 
this we understand not merely to commit or to repeat like a parrot, but to 
study the meaning, the reason why, the relation and the proper spirit of the 
drama. If this were the case, we would not have so many speaking auto
mata in the East. Companion SMITH says: 

"I wonld urge upon the officers of the subordinate bodies to study the degrees. Becoming 
thoroughly acquainted with them, they will be the better able to confer them in a manner 
showing an interest on their part, that will not fail to incite an interest on the pnrt of others. 
'l'he degrees are beautiful antl instructive, and a failure of appreciation is not attributable to 
the ritual, but to a wnnt of interest antl understanding by the officers in charge .. I regard the 
officers of any Subordinate Council responsible for its failure. I know of no Council within 
this jurisdiction, in which the officers arc thoronghly posted in the ritual, that there is any 
want of zeal, or that the body is not equally prosperous with other branches of l\1usonry. Be , 
then true, Companions, to the sacred trirnt you have in keeping. .Rest from your Ja.bors only 
when called to refreshment. Infuse new life into your Councils by your own example of 
fervency and zeal. Let your fidelity show that yon appreciate the beautiful degrees cmn
mitted to your charge, and success will become the keystone of each arch yon are erecting. 

"I have unwavering confidence that Cryptic Masonry will nltimntcly receive that n1arked 
attention it deserves from the Craft; that the importance of the degrees will he admitted, and 
the impressiveness of its ceremonies fully appreciated. 

"Let us, then, continue to labor cliligently 1 and 'may our sanctuary be the pride of the 
worthy, the resort and seat of the moral virtues, the asylum of the oppressed, a name and a 
praise in the whole earth, until the last of time shall bury the empires of the world in undis
tinguished ruin. i " 

The G. ·. T. ·. reported cash $430.79. 

Companion W. B. LANGRIDGE, G:.R.·., and Chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Correspondence, presented a report covering fourteen pages, 
which is very readable. witty, and interesting. We take pleasure in quoting 
largely from it. He need have no fears as to his success as a reporter. We 
do not know but that he tells the truth in the following: 

"The great difficulty is, we have too many degrees-too much machinery; and the men 
who are willing to work are over-worked by being compelled to run them all. If no town 

/ 
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would ta.kc a Chapter, or Council, or Commandery, until enough live men could be spared 
from the body below it to work it, we would probably see a different state of things." 

But then, if we remember rightly, we have seen some anxious, even work
ing, to be presiding officer in every body. 

Companion L~NGRIDGE adds another to the myriad suggestions of alter
ation. Hear him: 

"l\Iight it not be better to make a new grade by taking the Past and l\Iost Excellent ]\faster, 

the Council degrees, and the Red Cross, and then when gotten fairly together, drop them all 
overboard, and so get rid of a great deal with the least possible trouble?" 

But he has more sense tllan most of thatHk generally have: 
'''Ve only suggest this, though we fear it win be too late to get it before the Grand En

campment or General Grand Chapter this winter, an<l it will doubtless be forgotten before the 
next triennial meeting.'' 

It probably will. Illinois receives the following well deserved review: 

"In the Proceeding we note the following: 

" 'Resolved, '!'hat it is the desire of this G tand Council that the degree of Past Thrice Il
lustrious Grand l\fastcr be recognized tH:! a legal and o1ficial degree (that mny be conferred 
upon those lawfully entitled thereto), under the iatrom1ge of this Grand Council, and nuder \ 
the management of the Council of J:>ast 'J:hrice Illustrious Grand 1\fasters, now organized.' 

"'rl1is is something new. \Yonder whence it came. If this were not in Illinois, and he in 
better business, we would suppose Brother Ron. Mo1uns (the most prolific ritnal mukcr since 

V\7EnH), had been around. But what are its legend, its teachings, and its &c.? As Brother 
JonN W. SrnoNs once said of the ninety-sixth degree of l\IAncoNIS DENEGRE's Rite of l\Iem
phis, 'a degree which nobody but DENEGRE himself possessed~' it is not of general or wide
spread interest; so we suppose of the degree of Past Thri'cc Illustrious Master, and as nc
body has it except the maker and one or two P. ·.'r. ·.I. ·.G. '.l\L ·.'she has been able to' corrall' 
in the last eighteen months or so, we suppose it is not yet dangerous to the system of Ma

sonry, as the order of Conservators used to be in Illinois a few years ago; which.is cunse of 
rejoicing to ull but the few who have talrnn it. How utterly ridiculous this tacking on of 
super-superfluous shreds and patches of pm·ti-colored rags to the side-degrees of :Masonry is 
becoming! No wonder people laugh at us." 

In Indiana, he says of Companion HACKER: 

"He objects to about all that ·was tlone, because it differs from the way they do it in Indi

ana. This is good State rights doctrine, and we like it-in the abstract-hut in practice 
it is too inconvenient. So the best. thing we know to do is for those who will conform to 
take the best they can get, give a little here and a little there for the sake of unity and fra

ternity, and let such folks as Indiana and Pennsylvania, and such other bodies as think they 

know it all, and that when they die wisdom will die with them, go on in their stiff-necked and 

rebellious course, until they learn that the only way to be with other people is to do as they 

do, pocketing- one's own pride and self-sufficiency. and believing that other people know as 
well as they do, how many blnc beans make five." 

The G. ·.M." of New Jersey llad not been called upon for any decisions, 
whereupon Companion LANGIUDGE says: 

"So there is n place where n Grand Master can presi(lC for a whole year and not be <listnrbcd 
by applicants for judicial decisions. '!'he Grand Mastership of Grand Councils should be 

held sacred as a pasture for retiring Grand Masters of Gran<l Lodge::., and Grnnd High 
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Priests, where they might spend a year or two in the possession of the honors and emolu
ments of the office, without work, and so realize the dream that many of them entertain be
fore their election." 

He pats Companion ConsoN on the head, but not hard enough to stunt his 
growth: 

"The i~~port on Correspondence is by Companion ConsoN, and is a great improvement on 
most of p.i.s. previous efforts, being more dignified and proper. Heretofore, one went through. 
his· reportii as he would were he walking on a floor strewn with torpedoes-looking constantly 
for the snapping-of fun and sarcasm. In this the lightest hearted might read it all through 
and never crack a smile. We see he is getting older, and only by certain subdued sparks do 
we sec that 'in his ashes live his wonted fires.''' 

We quote, with approbation, these remarks on Pennsylvania: 

"He (the G.·.M. ·.)opposes the work of the New York Convention, because all the Grand 
Councils o.f t.he nation would not come to the Pennsylvania view, which is a fair specimen of 
Pennsylvania ideas in all Masonic matters. If you will agree to do as we do, we will go with 
you; other\~'ise not. Well, who looses most by this self-conceit? lt reminds on~ of the jury 
-one ~i

1

s~,· i1~n'eSt, consistent. conscientious man, and el0ven obstinate, pig-headed, ignor
amuses, wii~ p1:c,.;ent the finding of a verdict," 

New York is not noticed, probably because our Proceedings bad not come 
to hand at the date of the report. 

Subordinate Councils,,., __ ........ ,_.,_ ... _._, .. ,_ ... ,.. 16 
Membership.. . . . . _ .... , ..... _ ... __ ............ ___ , .... , 539 

J; H. SEA.TON, of Keokuk, G,·.M,·. 
w~ B. LANGRIDGE, of Muscatine, G, -, B. ,_ 

KANSAS-1872-3-4. 

From this Grand Jurisdiction we have the printed Proceedings for three 
years .. 

The fourth Annual "Convocation" was held in the city of Fort Scott, 
October llith, 1872 .. JonN L. PHILBRICK, G.·.M:. 

Three Subordinate· Councils were represented. The G. ·,M. ·- delivered no 
address, but made a few appropriate remarks, saying that nothing had trans
pired officially of sufficient importance during the year to require the atten
tion of the Grand Council. No report on Foreign Correspondence had been 
prepared, 

1873. 

The Fifth Annual Assembly was held in the city of Lawrence, October 14th, 
1873, with JOHN L. PHILBRICK, G:,-M:,, presiding, and the representatives of 
five Subordinate Councils. In the Annual Address Companion PmLBRICK 
remarks: 

"Our number continues small, but it is gratifying to know that each column in the S.'.V.·. 

to the Ninth Arch stands erect, and the Circle which was permitted to meet in Council one 

( 
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year ago remains unbroken, and each one of that Circle ready to assist in completing the 
work of securing and transmitting to coming generatio,ps the secrets and. principles of 
Cryptic Masonry. * * * * * * 

"Since our last meeting the Supreme Council of the A.·. and A.-. Scottish Rite, for the 
Southern Jurisdiction, by resolution, surrendered all control over the Cryptic degrees to the 
several Grand Councils' within its jurisdiction. This act, it is to be hoped, will effectually 
restrain 'Itinerants' from peddling those degrees for gain, and place all Royal and Select 
Masters subordinate to, and in harmony with, the Grand Councils as now constituted 
throughout the land." 

By report of Committee it was resolved that it "would be exceedingly 
unwise," "a step in the wrong direction," and "contrary to the usages of 
Masonry," to confer power upon the G. -.M.-. to make Royal and Select 
Masters at sight. No report on Foreign Correspondence. 

1874. 

The sixth Annual Assembly was held in the city of Leavenworth, October 
20th, 1874. 

Present, JOHN H. BROWN, G:.M.·., and the representatives of four Subo_r
diriate Councils. 

The Annual Address says: 

"While Death, the great leveler of all human greatness, -is yet sihmtly and irresistibly at 
work, I am pleased to announce that our Mystic Circle remains unbroken, no one having . 
fallen by his touch." 

He reported concerning the New York Convention, and advised the adop
tion of the uniform nomenclature and work. 

The financial report showed total receipts amounting to $83. 75. 
No report on Foreign Correspondence. 

Subordinate Councils ...........•........................... 5 

JOHN H. BnowN, of Leavenworth, G:.M.-. 
J. LEE KNIGHT, of Topeka, G.-.R. ·. 

KENTUCKY-1874. 

The Proceedings of Kentucky come to us_ again excellently printed and 
arranged, and full of interest. 

This Grand Council assembled in the city of Louisville, October 21st, 1874. 
Present, WILLIAM RYAN, G. -.P. ·., and the representatives of sixteen Coun

cils. 

The G. <P.-. so far magnified his office as to deliver an extempore address 
of exactly thirteen lines! 

It was not probably designed as discourteous to the Companions assembled, 
but we do not see that it can be viewed in any other light, that a Compfmion, 
who bas been honored by the suffrages of his Companions, should so neglect 
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his duties and be so indifferent to the demands of his position, as to give no 
word of teaching, of instruction, or of exhortation. 

These extended remarks of the G:.P:. closed as follows: 

"I have nothing further to add, my Companions, than that Cryptic Masonry is in a flourish
ing conclition in our jurisdiction, and that the utmost peace and harmony reign throughout 
all our borders.~, 

It is to be hoped that the Companions, to whom this extensive address was 
referred, were not overcome by their arduous duties. 

The G.'.R. '. reported receipts, $287.39. 

Companion II. A. M. HENDERSON submitted a report on Foreign Corres
pondence, which is interesting, concise, sharp, and full of pithy remarks. 

His word of comment about Arkansas just hits the mark: 

"We would as soon fish in a tub as to try to write up Do-nothings and Say-nothings. Even 
the Secretary had nothing lively. A Barber-ous dialect is better than none." 

We thought the same as he when we reported California last year. 

"If gold hacl been as scarce in California as the Council minutes are bar:fen of interest, she 
would yet be a waste howling wilderness. What did they want to print them for? We would 
rather read the City Directory." 

Speaking of Indiana, he says: 

" The charter of one Council had been arrested for non-payment of dues, which proceeding, 
upon the part of the Grand Puissant, had the effect to make the delinquent constituent 'come 
~o time.' A little wholesome discipline of this kind is needed in many jurisdictions. Masons, 
in no branch of the Institution, should ever be allowed to treat with indifference the question 
of obligation in the payment of dues. One Council became defunct, and the Masonic Sheriff 
returned that they had no money, or jewels, or fixtures of any kind. When a Giblemite has 
no tools he will cut no stones. No wonder Liberty Council went out." 

Of New York, he says: 

" The minutes, elegantly printed on softly tinted paper, tempt the eye of the reader, and are 
remarkably full of interesting matter. In almost everything New York deserves the sobriquet 
-the Empire State." 

He gives in full, an cl praises the conclusion of the address of G. "M." 
WrLTsm. He kindly says: 

"The Cotnmittee on Foreign Correspondence bring in from the quarries a perfect ashlar 
from each State. 11 

He quotes largely, and gives the conclusion in full. 
Of Ohio: 
" The next Grand Council meets at Put-in-Bay. There are several secret vaults on those 

Islands, within which, insteacl of stone·sqnarers, the bottlers of sparkling wines are at work. 
Beware Giblemitesl especially beneath the wings of the Golden Eagle, where work and 
1"ine go together." 

The report concludes with a general summary-a good idea-wherein he 
styles :Massachusetts, " Dry as a codfish." 

f 
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"MrssrssrPPr.-Cryptic .Masonry sick-result of lack of uniformity in the work. Why 
don't they uniform and get well ? 

"Mrssoum.-'l'he Grand Master thinks the intelligence of Missouri is apparent, in the fact 
that no question had been asked him during the year. When the spirit in inquiry is dead-

"' When there is nothing to dip, and a. sieve is the dipper, then you might die of thirst for 
the lack of a cooling draught.' 

u We are yearning for some one, gifted in rhetoric and wise in Cryptic Masonry, to give us a 
literature peculiar to it. As a drama, its work, when well executed, is superior to Symbolic 
and Royal Craft J\Iasonry, and the ethical teachings fully as impressive. We opine that one 
reason why it does not flourish is, that the members can not afford the time to meet so many 
branches of Masonry. We think it would be a good plan to meet in Council the same night 
the Chapter works, and as soon as it is over, go forward with the other. Nine times out of 
ten the Chapter has but little to do, and could adjourn early to give the Council time to 
work." 

This is poor in theory and would be worse in practice. G. ·.M. ·. EDMUND
SON, of Tennessee, hits the mark when he charges the lack of interest horn e 
to the presiding officers. 

Subordinate Councils ...................................... 36 

We have no time to count the lists of names to determine the membership. 
HENRY BOSTWICK, of Covington, G. ·.P. ·. 
ALBEUT G. HODGES, of Louisville, G. ·. R. ·. · 

LOUISlANA-1875. 

THE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS GRAND COUNCIL OF ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS 
OF LOUISIANA assembled in the Grand Lodge Hall, City of New Orleans, 
February 11th, 1875. 

Present, ·JAMES HAY, G. ·.M. ·., presiding, and the representatives of six 
Subordinate Councils. 

Companion JAMES RAY, G.·.M. ·., delivered a valuable Annual Address. 
We quote the commencement: 

"In the discharge of the various duties entrusted to our care, we have been again permitted, 
in the capacity of Cryptic Masonry, to meet in this, our Annual Assembly of the Grand 
Council of the State of Louisiana, under auspices of the most cheering and favorable char
acter. Peace and tranquility reign triumphant, and we have especial cause for thanksgiving 
and praise to the Most High." 

We quote the following questions and decisions: 

"I. What is the status of a member of the Council who has forfeited his membership in 
the Lodge, and been stricken from the roll of the Chapter? 

"2. What is the status of a member of the Council who has been stricken from the roll of 
the Chapter, but retains his membership in the Lodge ? 

"3. What is the status ,of a Master Mason and Royal Arch Mason, unaffiliated in one or both 
bodies? 

"A mere glance at those questions on the part of any one at all familiar with Masonic law 
and jurisprudence, must necessarily perceive that there are some difficulties .to be encountered 
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on the part of the one whose duty it is made in such cases to dispose of them, not only to his 
own satisfaction, but likewise to that of the Craft in general. In the absence of any law 
known to me upon the subject, I decided them to the best of my judgment, as follows: 

"1. A member of a Lodge who forfeits his membership by a vote of a Lodge, under the 
Regulations of our Grand Lodge, being virtually suspended, as the Grand Lodge has declared, 
that forfeiture is equivalent to suspension, should be, ipso facto, suspended in Chapter and 
Council. For can you conceive how a pn:nishment can be equivalent to suspension without 
entailing all the penalties of suspension, and being really suspended? His status, therefore, 
according to this reasoning, would certainly be not good. 

"2. The striking from the roll of the Chapter does not necessarily carry with it susp,,sion, 
no more than dropping from the roll of a Lodge for absence entails suspension, as that penalty 
is not expressed in the law. His status, therefore, in my opinion, in the Council would be 
good. 

"3. Non-affiliation in Chapter has not been by any law made cause of deprivation of any 
rights, general or particular, and I would rather think that an unaffiliated Royal Arch Mason 
loses none of his rights as a Royal Arch Mason, whilst in the Lodge it is different, as by a 
special enactment of Section 70 of our Constitution, he is deprived of certain rights dependent 
npon membership, and places him in rather an unpleasant condition; but I would hesitate 
very much to decide or say that it would debar him from his right of membership in other 
bodies, as it should not be so construed from anything short of suspension. The circum
stances considered, I would therefore rule, that his standing in the Council would be good." 

The G:.T.-. reported cash $469.48. 

Companion SAMUEL M. TODD, Chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence, reported upon the Proceedings of nineteen Grand Councils, 
not including our own. His work is well done and full of information, and 
a great improvement upon some of the later reports which have been pre
sented to that Grand Body. 

The following is worthy of preservation, and should be known by every 
Companion: 

" It appears from these investigations that the Cryptic degrees were introduced in to the 
United States from several different sources. The two of oldest date were by HENRY 
ANDREW FRANKEN, in 1767, who introduced them into the Eastern States; and by JOSEPH 
MEYERS, who deposited a copy of these degrees iu the archives of the Council of Princes of 
Jerusalem, at Charleston, in 1778. From the latter source they were disseminated through 
the South and West. FRANKEN conferred them upon MosEs M. HAYS, who was afterwards 
Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetts, an cl they were thus disseminated in the Eastern 
States; but it seems they worked the <legrces separately, and conferred them as side degrees, 
until about the beginning of the present century. 

" In 1815 we find Tyrian Council of Royal Masters in New Hampshire-probably derived 
from FRANKEN; and in 1816 JEREMY L. CRoss received from Pmr.1P P. ECKLE the degree of 
Select Master; and this degree he conferred in various parts of the east, and established 
Councils of Select Masters in Vermont, Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Connecticut. 
About the year 1819 CROSS obtained the Royal Master's degree, and very probably com~uni
cated it to the Councils of Select Mastero, previously formed, and in this manner the Select 
Master's degree took precedence of the Royal Master, and was first given. 

"In the Southern States, where Councils of Royal and Select Masters had been worked long 
prior to the formation of Councils of Select and Royal Masters in the Eastern States, the 
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Royal Master's degree was the first given, and this order of conferring the degrees was 
adopted." 

Subordinate Councils.................................... 9 
l\'Iembership ............................................. 441 

W. R. WHITAKER, of New Orleans, G. ·.M.·. 
GUSTAVUS SONTAG, of New Orleans, G. ·.R. ·. 

MA.INE-1874. 

In onr last report we said we had a circular from that jurisdiction for 1874. 
Since that time we have received nothing more. We copy from Companion 
CoMoN, of New Jersey, the following concerning Maine: 

"At the last Assembly, held May, 1874, the Grand Master, Companion CHARLES I. COLLA· 
MORE, reported: 

"'A fair amount of work has been done· by the various Councils, and though our numbers 
have not greatly increased, the material selected has been such.as should ever be chosen for 
the protection of our sacred treasures., " 

The Grand Master and Grand Council expressed disapprobation of the 
formation of a General Grand Council. 

The work of the New York Convention was adopted. I.·. Companion 
DRUMMOND presented the report on Correspondence, which reviews in mas
terly style the Proceedings of twenty-five Grand Councils. The following 
from his review of New Jersey would seem to indicate that he had a rather 
hard time to get along in 'rrenton. It is rather dangerous for strangers to 
fool with " Jersey lightning." 

"Since our last report was written, we have been to Jersey, and to the place wherein Com
panion C. resides. We arrived there in the night; we wonder if one can arrive there at any 
other time. We started out of the depot to take a carriage, but there seemed to be no horses 
there-not much of a loss considering that in consequence there could be no hackmen there! 
So we started on foot, in the dark; no gas-CORSON had been w1'iting a report, probably-and 
the moon had gone down about eight o'clock in the evening. First we struck a cemete1·y-must 
be very near CoRSON~S, we soliloqnizccl, but the next moment, striking a canal full of water, 
we exclaimed, 'not so very near, after all.' 1'Iet two men; itsked the direction; one said 
1 turn to the right,' and the other said, 'turn to the left;' and we said, 'just what might be 
expected from his neighbors., Finally we discov~red a building bearing the sign 'United 
States,, and wc at once said, 'when a foreigner compliments our own country by naming a 
hotel after it, we patronize him, and wc did. E'ntering our room, we were struck with ad
miration at its adaptation for that latitude, for the door entered in one corner, and a bed was 
in everY other corner! How much easier it must be to catch one of three 'when it comes 
rounll' than a single one. The next morning we renewed (:Ur quest of ConsoN. 'Do yon 
know where Dr. CORSON live~?' we asked of a citizen of the African persnasion. ' Oh yes, 
sah; eberybody knows him; you goes down by de cemetery-bnt dar, sah, I can't 'splain it; 
you ax de gemman next door, he knows um WELL.' The next door was an 1tndertaker's. But 
we.found ConsoN, and other Companions, and the day is marked with a white stone, and will 

be long 1·emembered." 
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MARYLAND-1874. 

In our last report we gave an account of the organization of this Grand 
Council. The first Annual Assembly was held in Baltimore, November 9th, 
1874. 

Present, J. W. BowERS, D.'.G.'.M. ·., presiding, and representatives of 
six Subordinate Councils. Upon the second day G.·.M.'. MCCAHAN was 
present. No address. No Committee on Foreign Correspondence. Nothing 
was done except the regular routine bnsiness. 

Receipts, $137. 74. 
Subordinate Councils.......................... . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
:Membership .............................................. 274 

GEORGE L. McCAHAN, of Baltimore, G. ·.M:. 
JOHN T. GORSUCH, of Baltimore, G. '.R." 

MASSACHUSETTS-187 4. 

The Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Massachusetts, was held in 
the city of Boston, December 9th, 1874. 

Present, Rev. THOMAS ELLIOTT ST. JOHN, G. "M. ·., and the representa
tives of thirteen Subordinate Councils. 

The Annual Address is full of interest, and worthy of commendation. We 
take great pleasure in quoting: 

"Cryptic J\lasonry is one of the most significant members of the great body which from the 
lowest to the highest, or from the first to the last, overarches the Mystic Brotherhood. No 
branch of that ancient institution holds more of real worth than that comprised within the 
bounds of these Council degrees. Supplementing and completing the mysteries of the Royal 
Arch, they afford the aspirant for further honors a sure vantage ground from which to grasp the 
rewards which await the 'Valiant Knight;' and even though no further step be taken along 
the pathway of Masonic life, here is found a completion of the ancient mysteries which can
not fail to demonstrate the inevitable advancement of truth. Here we are taught to consider 
the means by which the real treasures of life are preserved through all the conflicts and con
vulsions of time. And even though to human eye there may appear to be an actual loss, yet, 
under the dispensations of a Divine Providence, the truth, long hid and almost forgotten, 
comes up into a new and grander life at last. 

"While Free }fasonry at large is intended to develop faith in the sure rewards of virtue and 
truth,. these rites of Cryptic Association are peculiarly adapted to reveal the hidden hand 
that, amid all life's vicissitudes, is safely lwlding the treasures which every tme heart most 
'sacredly reveres., 

" The Order in this jurisdiction, although far below the high success that it might and, 
considering its beauty and importance, should manifest, is nevertheless in a good degree of 
prosperity. Harmony and good fellowship are manifest in our borders, and our st:'r of 
promise shine~ with a steady light.,, 

He pays the following well deserved eulogy: 

"On the 16th day of September, the Death Angel called from his earthly labors Companion 
EDWARD B. MoonE, Past Puissant Grand Master, and at the time of his decease, Committee 

r 
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on Foreign Correspondence of this Grand Conncil. He was one of the early members of this 
Grand Council, and with a zeal not excelled by any, has been its consistent adviser and 
faithful friend. None were more deeply interested than he, in everything pertaining to its 
welfare, always ready with word of counsel, or with hand of assistance, he has lc~t a record 
of which no man need be ashameu. In the Proceedings of this Grand Council for 1858, I find 
his name recorded as Grand Steward, since which time he has been an active member, filling 
with honor and fidelity the most important trusts. He was elected M. ".P." Grand Master in 
1859, and held the office one year. In 1860 he was appointed Committee on Foreign Corres
pondence, which position he continued to fill until the time of his death. How well you are 
all able to understand as you read his valuable contributions to the history and literature of 
Cryptic ll!asonry in his yearly reports. A faithful Companion, a conscientious laborer, a true 
man. The memory of his name shall be fragrant with the odor of his many virtues, and 
around him shall be gathered the light and the glory of a useful life." 

Those who have read the able and brilliant reports of Companion MOORE, 
will indeed bow the head in sadness, as they hear that he has entered the 
"open door" of tile grave; not unbidden, but sent for by the King, who has 
need of his presence and labors among'tbe faithful and the select. 

"Friend after friend departs; 
Who hath not lost a friend? 

There is no union here of hearts 
That finds not here an end; 

Were thiA frail word our only rest, 
Living or dying, none were blest.,, 

If we remember correctly, the Grand Council of Massachusetts had some 
little hand in first calling the New York Convention. But now, when that 
Convention has prepared a work in which all may unite, even though each 
one may make some little sacrifice, Massachusetts hesitates because, forsooth, 
the Convention did not see eye to eye with her in several particulars. The 
Grand Master does '' not believe it advisable to be anxious about adopting 
new things." The whole animus of the address and of the report on Foreign 
Correspondence is, that the New York Convention was a small affair, and 
that its conclusions should be ignored. The reason why is very plain to be 
seen. It appears as if the Companions of Massachusetts, as well as of several 
other jurisdictions, have forgotten some of their earliest Masonic lessons. 
With too many Masons, brotherly love, self-sacrifice and humility are words, 
fair in theory but hard to practice. We hear much of these professions 
when our Order is recommended to the world at large, l.Jut when the practical 
test comes, we.too often find" nothing but leaves." 

If each Companion or jurisdietion has the only true wisdom, and must have 
its own way, never yielding, never" in honor preferring m;ie another," the 
sooner the whole Order is disbanded the better; for thus it would be a mock
ery, a sham, a hollow shell of fair profession. 

It seems that Massachusetts has actually concluded to be represented at 
the other Grand Bodies, in spite of the resolntion once passed formally dis
approving of the whole business. The address .. says: 
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"At the Special Assembly held in June last, a vote was passed directing the Grand Master 
to appoint certain worthy Companions who should, in the jurisdiction of our Sister Bodies, 
have authority to represent this Grand Council. In accordance therewith I have caused 
suitable Commissions to be prepared, and steps have been taken toward the complete fulfil
ment of this most desirable interchange of friendly relations. Nothing more truly embodies 
the spirit of our Fraternity than those reciprocal courtesies by which we r.re led to remember 
the common hopes that animate us, and the brotherly tics by which we arc bound." 

That sounds better than the quandam resolution to do away with all such 
courtesies. 

Tbe G:.R:. reports receipts $463.00. 

Companion GEORGE S. NoYES takes up the pen which fell from the hand 
of the lamented MOORE, and presents the report on Foreign Correspondence. 
He reports .twenty-two Grand Councils, not including New York. The 
report is devoted chiefly to diatribes upon uniformity of work, the New 
York Convention, and a General Grand Council, none of which we consider 
interesting enough to quote. 

The typographical work of the Proceedings is fine, and their arrangement 
is excellent. 

Subordinate Councils.................................... 23 
Membership. . .......................................... 3598 

Rev. TnoMAS ELLIOTT ST. Jo1rn, of Worcester, G:.M:. 
JOHN HAIGH, of Somerville, G:.R:. 

MICHIGAN-1874-5. 

W c have a bulky pamphlet from Michigan, containing the Proceedings of 
two years.' 

This Grand Council assembled in Detroit, Jannary 19th, 1874. 
WILLIAM BnowN, G. ·.M. ·.,opened the Council in ample form. Thirty

three Subordinate Councils were represented. 
The Annual Address was of proper length, full of information and interest. 

:No new or difficult questions had been presented for his decision; he recounts 
the action of the New York Convention; he recommends the adoption of the 
uniform work; doubts about a General Grand Council. 

"The mournful subject to which i next allude, is one that will bring deep sorrow to the 
hearts of all. In casting your eyes over the select nnn1bers now present, what do yon see? 
The· solemn response comes up • * *· Alas I the great 'Leveler' has been among us. Illus
trious Companion FRANK DARROW was stricken down by the strong 'Arm of Death,' April 
11, 1873. We have all known him as Past Grand ]\faster, Past Deputy Grand High Priest, and 
Past Thrice Illustrious Grand llfoster, of this Grand Council. He was present and assisted 
in the organization of this Grand Body, and was among the first Grand Officers elected by the 
Grand Council of Michigan." 

Companion E. A. ELLIOTT,. G. ·. T. ·.,reported an amount of $115.25. 

; 
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An amendment was adopted, ·that. for each Companion receivmg the 
degrees, $1.00 be paid to the Grand Council, and annually twenty-five cents. 

The Committee .on Clothing recommended for present use the Chapter 
clothing. -

The Convention nomenclature was adopted. The Grand Council did not 
favor a General Grand Council. 

1875. 

The Grand Council was opened in ~mple form, in Detroit, Ja,nuary 18th, 
1875, by G. -.M:. WILLIAM BROWN. 

The representatives of thirty-three Subordinate Councils were present. 
The Annual Address was able. We quote the introduction: 

"Through the tender mercy and loving kindness of our Heavenly Parent, we have been safely 
led through the dangers and vicissitudes of another year, and are again permitted to assemble 
in Grand Council to review the history of the past and take action for the future. We have 
gathered around our sacred Altar and offered up our adorations to Deity, that He would 
be pleased to vouchsafe to us, as heretofore, His kind protecting care and favor:" 

No vexed questions had been presented to him, and he believed a reason
able amount of work had been done; he pays an eloquent eulogy to Compan
ion SPENCER B. RAYNALE; he had visited several Councils, had not been 
able to be present at the New Orleans Convention;. he recommends an edict 
making it obligatory on the part of Subordinate Councils to close each and 
every Assembly in" Due Form," an idea which we heartily commend. 

The G.-. T.-, reported an amount of $150.00. 
· The Committee on the Convention Ritual find it to be a systematic arrange

ment of work, containing many beautiful and impressive lessons, but encum
bered with long, needless, and imp~acticable ceremonies, errors, and contra
dictions of history and tradition. They recommended its adoption as revised 
and amended by them. The whole matter was very properly deferred until 
next year. If each Committee takes upon itself to amend and revise, there 
will never be any uniformity. 

Companion G. B. NOBLE, G.·. R. -., presented the report on Foreign Corres
pondence, reviewing, in an able and courteous manner, the Proceedings of 
seventeen Grand Councils, including New York. Our Proceedings receive a 
fraternal notice of two pages and a half, with complimentary words. 

In conclusion he remarks: 

"From what we gather, we think much benefit has been derived from the action· of the 
General Convention in New York. The work adopted is highly recommended, and already 
adopted by many of the Grand Councils, aud we think will eventually be by all. * 

"The outlook is favorable, and we now think that Cryptic Masonry is as firmly established as 
Capitular or Chivalric, and that a steady and healthy growth is exhibited throughout the 
length and breadth of our country." 
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Subordinate Councils. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39 
Exalted. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 208 
Membership. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....................... 1, 930 

M. MANSFIELD, of Coldwater, G. -.M.-. 
G. B. NOBLE, of Detroit, G.-.R:. 

MINNESOTA-1875. 

A letter from thl:J G:.R:. informs us that no Proceedings of this Grand 
Council have been published since 1873. He adds that "Cryptic Masonry 
languishes in this jurisdiction." 

FRED. Joss, of Reel Wing, G. -.M. ·. 
B. F., WRIGHT, of St. Paul, G. -.R. ·. 

MISSOURI--1874. 

From Missouri comes a thin pamphlet, announcing that this Grand Coun
cil assembled in St. Louis, October 9th, 1874. 

Present, TnoMAS M. WANN ALL, D. ·. G. '.·M. '., as G. '. M:., presiding, ancl 
the representatives of seven Subordinate Councils. 

The G.·.M. ·., Josli:rn S. BROWNE, being unable to be present, sent a writ
ten address, which was read by the G:.R:. 

His official duties hacl been pleasant ancl light; no work hacl been agreed 
upon, to which he attributes the non-increase of Subordinate Councils during 
the year; strongly recommends the work of the New York Convention; be
lieves that in it the working of the ritual ancl the lectures in each degree har
monize better than as taught at present in Missouri; doubts the advantage and 
propriety of a General Grand Council. 

The Committee on the address recommended the adoption of the work of 
the New York Convention, which recommendation was adopted. 

The Committee on Finance reported a total of cash of $809.15. 
Three Councils were consolidated. 
The G. ·.R. -., GEO. FRANK GouLEY, Committee on Foreign Correspond

ence, acknowledged the receipt of the Proceedings of twenth-two Grand 
Councils, not, including New York, and says: 

"All of which convey about.. the same news as they di,d 1ast year, except the officers elect, 
w11osc names we fnrnish herewith." 

The Companions of Missomi must be greatly interested by the news they 
receive of their sister Grand Jurisuictions. 

Companion GouLEY concludes, after giving a list of Recorders, Foreign 
Correspondents and Foreign Representatives: 

"Something has got to be done for Cryptic Masonry outside of the present system of its 
ar rangemcnt.. But very few. Grand Councils report anything worthy of particular· notice; 

('" 
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apart from the fact that with very few exceptions nearly all the Grand Councils arc in a lan
guishing condition. There is still one hope left,. viz., that the Grand Chapters will take 
charge of the degrees, or else that the Grand Encampment will give n11 tl•e Red Cross degree. 
Either will save the Councils, and for ourselves we prefer the former courf!e." 

As to ti.Jere being nothing worthy of particular notice, it reminds us of the 
old story of ''eyes and no eyes." We, of N cw York, think we are able to 
survive without asking the Grand Chapter to be our step-mother, and as there 
is no prospect of getting the Red Cross degree, we trust we have enthusiasm 
and energy enough to make our Rite interesting, and to secure the respect it 
deserves. .We are tired of theoe grumblers. Instead of these books of 
lamentations, let ti.Jose Jeremiahs bestir themselves. Lamentation, or the 
suggestion of this or that change, will never bring prosperity. What is de
manded is wmk. Let there be zeal in the leaders, even in G. ·. R. ·.'s. How 
much might be done by zealous presiding officers, to create interest and zeal 
in the heart of every Companion. How many such are content to hang 
around the ante-room waiting for a quorum; to stumble through the opening 
and closing; to murder the ceremonies, and clip the whole in every way. 
How few really exert themselves with enthusiasm to discov.er or repeat any
tbing in the way of information, explanation, enlightenment, lectures, his
tory, or even exortation to add to the interest of our assemblies. And failing 
thus themselves, they sigh over the "languishing eondition of -Cryptic 
Masonry," and suggest new and impossible expedients. If one half of the 
ingenuity which is now wasted in inventing propositions of change, were 
expended in faithfully learning and practicing what our fathers have trans
mitted to us', all would be well, and there would be no cause for complaint. 

Subordinate Councils... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. ,,,;.. 19 
Membership, in part............... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 445 

W.W. GAUTII, of Coluinbia, G. -.M.-. 
G. FRANK GouLEY, of St. Louis, G:. R.-. 

MISSISSIPPI-1875. 

The seventeenth Annual Assembly of this Grand Council was held in the 
city of Meridian, February 6th, 1875. 

Present, HAR~EY W. WALTEU, G:.M. -., presicling, and the representatives 
pf twenty-seven Subordinate Councils. 

The Annual Address is short but full of substance, with many things 
worthy of quotation, a few of which we notice. In the beginning : 

"It (the past year) has ~)cen one of great suffering throughout the State. 'l,he financial 
panic, the great depreciation in the valne of property, and the heavy public exactions, have 
brought ruin to many an cl dismay to all. Amid' this suffering and 
ruin we have fled to the consolations of our Councili and around our sacred altars, have 
prayed to our Father 'who will not alway~ chitle., '* I have not been 
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called on to make a decision, nor has a single instance of any disturbance occurred within our 
jurisdiction. * * * * * Cryptic )fasonry cannot be said to be in a very 
healthy condition in the State. Evidences do exist, however, of a greater interest in the 
Order, and, I believe, had the pressure in matters ·or money been removed, and the new 
work generally disseminated, a greater prosperity would have followed." 

The various Councils were asked by circular as to their condition. 

"Twenty-six Councils responded. Thirteen report in good or healthy condition. Twelve 
•only tolerable' or 'languishing,' and one, Jefferson, that on account of its rcn1oval, permitted 
by the last Grand Council, it had failed to get together a sufficient number to hold a meeting. 
Fourteen made no report. It gives me pleasure to say that no application has been made for 
a new Council. We have already enough and too n1any, unless the action of a number is 
changed. Drones in our Masonic hive should be expelled. They are worse than useless, 
doing nothing themselves, and hanging as a dead-weight on the Grand Council and the Order. 
Their existences 'holds a promise to the ear, but breaks it to the Hope.'" 

He makes the following remarkable i;>roposition. When will there be an 
end to this itch for improvement, sometimes backward, sometimes forward? 
We hardly know which does the most harm, the one who is always altering 
to snit his yard line of beauty and propriety, being the first of all mankind 
blessed with such clear vision as to discover the truth, or the one, who is 
forever crying " the clays of old." But read what the G. ·. M. ·. says: 

"In my opinion the crying evil of our Order is the splitting of degrees and the multiplica
tion of Grand Bodies. Had I the power I would blot out every Grand Council, and Grand 
Chapter, and General Grand Chapter in existence ns an independant organization. I would 
yield the Past Master's degree to the Grand Lodge, where it properly belongs as au honorary 
degree, and would blend the Most Excellent Master, and Royal and Select Master, with the 
Royal Arch, making it the Royal degree it should be, and give it its ancient form and beauty. 
I would create Grand Chapters that would work this and the Mark degrees alone, and then 
place these Grand ·Bodies under the juris<liction of Grand Lodges. I wouJ.d cnt down the 
Reports of Proceedings, and Committees on Foreign Correspondence, and would no longer 
tolerate our many Grand Bodies to eat up the substance and waste the charity funds of onr 
Order, and from this saving would erect some Grand Charity that would gladden the hearts of 
' helpless orphans and destitute widows,' ancl that would challenge the respect and win the 
admiration of mankind. n 

There's Utopia for you! We have been and always shall be, we suppose, 
blessed with such proposals, but the good genius and common sense of 
Masonry will be her shield. We suggest to Companion WALTER that he 
return the Mark degree to the Fellow Craft, do away with Grand Lodges, 
allow any assemblage of irresponsible Masons to make Masons at any time 
and place. It would save all expense, and the result would "challenge the 
respect and win the admiration of mankind." 

The G. '.R. ·. reported receipts, $676.00. The delinquent Councils were 
threatened wit!l forfeiture of their charters, which we hope will bring them 
to time. 

·' 
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Companion WrLLIAllI S. PATTON presented a full, faithful and able report 
on Foreign Correspondence, such a report as it is a pleasure to read, covering 
seventeen pages. 

He reviews twenty-three jurisdictions, including our own. 
He says, speaking of Canada: 

"The conferring of the Red Cross degree by the Council is as it should be, and meets our 
hearty approbation. The Grand Encampment of the United States, by resolution, approved 
of the action of Canad~, and why not in the United States permit the Councils to have con• 
trol and confer them?" (it?) 

He gives New York the benefit of a page and a half. Those who have 
read the reports written by Companion SHOVE,.will wish. to read the following: 

"Right here we have a word of apology f?r Companion JOSIAH SHOVE, former reporter. In 
our report on New York, for 1873, his name appears as J. SHOVE; it was not our mistake, for 
we always try to be parti~ulitrly careful in writing proper names, and we must insist the 
mistake was with the type setter. However the report of Companion SHOVE is interesting, 
notwithstanding the error referred to.'' 

Now Companion SHOVE used to be Grand Recorder, and Companion CRAIG 
Reporter, two names very much alike in appearance, and, consequently the 
above explanation makes it all clear as Egyptian darkness. 

We would we glad to quote further from Companion PATTON, but space 
forbids. May it long be our pleasure to read his report.a. 

Councils making returns ................................. 31 
Membership .............................................. 883 

HARVEY W. WALTER, of Holly Springs, G. ·. M. · . 
• J. L. PowER, of Jackson, G.:.R.·. 

NEBRASKA-1875. 

The beautiful, well-arranged and excellently-tabulated Proceedings of Ne
braska are again on hand. 

The Grand Council assembled at Lincoln, January 7th, 1875, there being 
present EDWIN F. WARREN, G:.M:., and the representatives of three Councils. 

'l'he G:. M:., in his address, says: 

"Since our last Assembly, the labors devolving upon me as Grand ]\faster have been more 
speculative than operative. Absolute quiet and peace have reigned throughout this jurisdic
tion, and sometimes I have feared that it might b_e the prelude to the peace of death. I have 
been called upon to make no decisions upon Cryptic Masonry, except as hereinafter stated, 
nor have any petitions for dispensations been received by me." 

The address breathes a truly fraternal spirit, and, instead of insisting upon 
private opinion, which must have all the world come to its standard, shows 
the most earnest desire for union arid uniformity. 

We wish this ·youthful jurisdiction great prosperity, and a future as suc
cessful and glorious as will be that of the great West, of which it forms a 



46 

part. We regret that it was not seen fit to appoint a Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence. We would think the taste and enterprise shown in the 
preparation of their beautiful Proceedings, would lead them to see the desira
bility and .necessity of a such a Committee. 

Subordinate Councils..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Membership.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133 
Receipts ............................................... $89.00 

CHARI.ES F. GOODMAN, of Omaha, G. ·.M. ·. 
WILLIAM R. BowEN, of Omaha, G. ·.R.·. 

NEW JERSEY-1875. 

The seventeenth Annual Assembly of·the Grand Council of New Jersey 
was held in the city of Trenton, January 19th, 1875 .• 

Present, JOSEPH N. PRESSEY, G. ·.M. ·.,presiding, and the representatives 
of seven Subordinate Councils. 

The Annual Address relates mainly to domestic matters. It reports no 
decisions; that he has visited the majority of the Subordinate Councils; was 
not able to attend the Convention at New Orleans; P. ·.G. ·.M. ·. BECITTEL 
acted as his proxy; does not favor a General Grand Council. 

The statement of the G. "T. ·. shows an amount of $92.36; clues received, 
$240.50. 

The work of the New York Convention was adopted. We congratulate 
Companion CORSON on the Spencerian beauty of his signature. It requires a 
mountain-removing faith to accept it for what it purports to be. Turning to 
the report on Foreign Correspondence, behold! there looks out from the page 
a face upon whose bead Time has been plying his razor, or else there has 
?een a landslip of hair from the scalp to the chin; the eyes· appear to be 
stuclying~somc sarcastic remark for the report, and the whole face about to 
blossom into a smile. No covert. allusion in this last remark. We are 
greatly pleased to gaze upon our Companion's features, and glad that such a 
token of appreciation should have been shown to him. We understand it 
was an entire surprise to him. He reports the Proceedings of twenty Grand 
Councils, including New York. We always wish we could give his reports 
entire. We will, however, quote the most enjoyable things. This time he 
begins with on'e of his characteristic. introductions, which we give entire: 

r "If the Israelitish 'jours' who expected to receive musters' wages when they went over to 
Pharaoh's dominions, to teach the ignorant Egyptians how to run 11 hrick-yttrd, are to be held 
justifiable for the mournful tale that they couldn't 'make the 'talc of bricks' which their 
masters required of them, only because these '''orshipers of Isis and Osiris wouldn't fur
nish a sufficient' supply of material wherewith to do the work, then how 111uch greater cause 
have we to complain, to whom is allottecl the task of compressing and condensing into one 
brlck-and that a small one-all the material contained in the printed Proceedings of twenty 

( 
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Grand Councils? Oh! for the spirit· ot conciseness! What is a verbose chap to do, who 
likes to spread himself in diffuse style all over, around, above, beneath, and on the other 
side of a subject, and who so clearly loves to be 'granted considerable leeway ancl ample 
latitude, altitude, longitude, and amplitude, when he speaks? But the fiat has gone forth. 
The Grand Council, actuated by the malevolent spirit of old Procrustes, has ordered that the 
report shall l>o written, and that, like tea-biscuit, it shall be-short. So be it. Our clepilated 
caput is meekly bowed; our clromcdarian buck receives the burden; our lbridled tongue 
prepares the laconic phrase; our pen proceeds to perform its perfunctory duty." 

That comes of living in a little, sandy, garden-patch of a State, where one 
can't turn around without knocking his elbows on the boundary line. 

Speaking of the adoption of tile work of the New York Convention by 
Alabama, he says: 

"Our cause of rejoicing is not so much that this particular 'vork was adopted 1 as thn.t act 
proves that our Companions of Alalm1na have thus shown a true Masonic spirit in their wil
lingness to make concessions to the opinions of others, in order that we ma.y prove ourselves 
to be of one tribe and kindred, by speaking one language." 

In another place: 

"Although we helped to adopt this work, we arc not prepared to say it is perfect; perhaps 
it may not be as beautifnl, as sublime, or as profound, as the work of Indiana and Pennsyl
vania, each of which, in the possibly somewhat contracted vision of the members of these 
highly-fayored Grand Councils, is the very ac1ne of perfection, still it is quite good enough 
work for those of us who do not claim to have renehed ~mperhuman attainments.,, 

Of the resolution of Illinois, which we have previously given, about the 
degree of P.-.T:.I:.G:.M:., he says: 

"Wait until we go to Illinois, when, if we should prove to be lawfully entitled thereto, we 
shall certainly apply for permission to have the graceful initials of P.·.'l'.'.I.'.G.-.M.:. tacked 
on to our name.,, 

Whereupon, in his enthusiasm, he leaps, at one bound, astride of his Pe
gasus, disdaining the assistance of even a New Jersey rail fence, and furi
ously rides up and down the beach of the "polypltloisboio tltalasses," kicking 
up a perfect dust of afflatus, while his magnanimous and courteous spurs jin
gle out their rhymes: 

" 0 ! if U wish to C 
How handsome we will B, 

\Vith alphabetical adorn1µents to onr name, 
We'll go to Illinois, 

· And there persm<de the boys 
To make of us a jolly P.-.T.-.I.-.G. -.M.-. 

To those who would be Y. Y. Y., 
We say, use well your I. I. I., 

Nor to our counsel sage let your ears be D. E. F., 
U can do it if U please, 
And with the utmost E. E. E., 

J .. carn to tune yonr voices to this new Masonic clef " 

Poeta nas~it1ir nonfit. 
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Upon Indiana's uniformity, he makes this pertinent remark: 

"T!ie Committee upon the snbject of uniformity reported that this desirable end might 
possibly be attained by a Convention of delegates from all the Grand Councils. clothed with 
.the proper authority, provided the Councils acquiesce in their decision, and receive it in the 
proper spirit. We have no doubt of it; but will Indiana •acquiesce' in any decision which 
does not adopt her work? Others are willi~g to make concessions for the sake of uniformity, 
while Indiana and Pennsylvania seem to think the 'proper spirit ' to be to refuse to make any 
changes whatever in their work, while they arc entirely willing that all others shall bow down 
at the feet of their Gamaliels, and !(racionsly receive the perfect work from them." 

New York receives a fraternal notice of two pages, in which he says: 

"The Proceedings of the Sixty-fifth Annual Assembly, held September, 1874, are presented 
to us in a neat and very handsome volume, of uniform size with the printed Proceedings of 
almost all the Masonic Grand Bodies in the country: This is a good change, and in her new 
dress the old lady, albeit she hath well nigh reached the grand climacteric of 20 x 3 and 10, 
looks as spruce and gay as any of her more juvenile neighbors." 

He quotes largely from the Annual Address, and from the report on For
eign Correspondence, with remarks of approbation. 

One more quotation upon that subject so dear to every true Mason's heart, 
uniformity, in which self-satisfied Pennsylvania is fittingly rebuked: 

"Companion KNAPP, in his address-Companion MEYER, in his report-the Grand Council 
in its resolutions-all repeat the same old story, which we have so long and so frequently-too 
frequently for her credit-heard from Pennsylvania, videlicet, we are right, and all others 
wrong; our work is perfect; we want no advice or counsel from others; "·e are the true fold; 
we only are descendants ·of the trne tribes, etc., etc., etc. 

"Well, our neighbors seem to be happy in their self-complacency; their dream of superiority 
over all others gives them such intense gratification that it would be cruel to disturb them in 
their fossilized isolation, so we will not argue the question here. Of this we may be certain, 
that Pennsylvania will never be uniform with her brethren_and Companions in anything un
til the others adopt her ways. Peace be with thee, dear old mother; we love thee, even if 
thou art full of cranks and quirks." 

Subordinate Councils .......................... : .. ..... ·. . 8 
Membership ............................................. 481 

JoHN S. HARTLEY, of Patterson, G.·.M.·. 
THOMAS J. CORSON, of Trenton, G. "R." 

NORTH CAROLIN A-1823, 1874-5: 

The Grand Council of North Carolina held its Annual Assembly in the city 
of Wilmington, .June 4th, 1874. 

Companion H. H. MUNSON, G. -.M. ·., opened the Grand Council in ample 
form. The Committee on Credentials reported representatives present from 
three Subordinate Councils. 

The G. ·. T. ·. reported a total of $77.16. 
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The Annual Address says: 
"Cryptic Masonry in this jurisdiction stands just where it did one year ago. It neither 

recedes nor advances, and the interest therein, with perhaps one or two exceptions, (so far as 
I can learn), is not such as to indicate any very rapid strides in the future. It is a matter of 
regret to all who have its welfare at heart, that so much lukewarmnesR exists; this apathy may 
partly be ascribed to the fact that·we have no well defined system of work. Our mode of 
conferring the degrees is broken and detached, ·so that their beauty and impressiveness are · 
well nigh lost. The Committee appointed at a former Conrncation to report a Ritual, hav
ing completed their labors, will, at this session, present it for your endorsenrnnt, if, as I trust, 
it shall meet your approbation, and be properly diffused throughout the Subordinate Councils. 
If earnest individual and united effort is made, I see no good reason why our Councils shall 
not evince renewed prosperity, and these degrees, exceeded in beauty by none, shall not be as 
eagerly sought after as they are, by their merits, entitled to be." ' 

Companion T. B. CARit, P. '.G. '.M. ·., submitted a fine report on Foreign 
Correspondence, review'ing tho Proceedings of nineteen Grand Councils and 
the New York Convention. As New York had not held lier Annual Assem
bly at that date, our Proceedings could not be included. 

Of tlie Now York Convention, lie says: 

'~It is evident to any one perusing the Proceedings before us, that much good has resulted 
already from the Convention. Most of the Councils ha.ve adopted the nomenclature recmn· 
mended in 1872, and such as have received the ritual have either adopted it or taken such 
action as leads us to believe that it will be adopted within the next year." 

Under Connecticut, from Companion LEE, he copies several items concern
ing New York, and says of Companion LEE: 

"Ile does not try to be witty this year, as he was cut off at the knees at his attempting 
some sallies in that line, by Companion HunsoN, of New York." 

About Illinois' new degree of P." T. '.!. '.G. ".M.", he asks: 

"Who has gone into the degree manufacturing business now? Chain him up." 

Companion CAnR also reported on the history of the Grand Council of 
North Carolina. The substance of the report is .tliat the first Grand 
Council of North Carolina was formed .June 21st, 1822, in Fayetteville, by a 
Convention. of delegates from Councils Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 and (j; he presumes 
they were instituted oitlicr by CRoss, in 1818, or by CusmIAN, about 1820; 
the authority under which these Councils' were instituted was questionable, as 
the Grand Council of New York held all deriving their origin from CROSS or 
CusnMAN to be clandestine, and Cnoss was expelled by the Grand Chapter of 
Maryland; that there is no record of the meeting of the Grand Council sub
sequent to 1823. at which time it was resolved to place the government of the 
Subordinate Councils under the Grand Chapter; that Companion DnmrMOND, 
of Maine, had made manuscript copies of the Proceedings for 1822-3 from a 
printed copy found in New Hampshire, (which we will notice a little further 
on); that the Grand Chapter of North Carolina, in 1825, resolved that it was 
inexpedient to receive the Councils under the jurisdiction of the Grand 
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Chapter; that the Grand Chapter was reorganized in 1847, and. appears to 
have exercised a doubtful control over tile Council degrees during the first 
few years of its existence; in 1858 the Grand Chapter disclaimed any and all 
control over the Council degrees; that the present Grand Council was organ
ized in 1860, ancl, owing to the war, clid not meet again until 1866. 

JoHN NICHOLS was elected G. ·.M. ·. · 
The uniform work was adopted. 
In the appendix we find printed the manuscript copies of Companion 

Dnm1MOND. From these it appears that a Convention of five Councils was 
held in Fayetteville, June 21st, ~822. 

R. STnANGE was chosen Chairman. 
A Grand Council W8S f01mecl, and a Constitution of fourteen articles 

adopted. Dr. SIMMONS J. BAKER was elected G. ·.P. ·. 

1823. 

The Grand Council convened in Fayetteville, June 23d, 1823. EsEK AR
NOLD, D.·.G.'.P.·. 

Three Subordinate Councils were represented. Companion ARNOJ,D was 
elected G." P. ·. 

After various business, the Committee on By-Laws reported: 

"That they deem it unnecessary to adopt By-Laws, inasmuch as the Grand Council in this 
State must be supported at the same expense as the Grand Chapter, and there being no abso-
1 ute necessity for the two having a separate existence, they therefore propose that this Grand 
Council recommend to the Conve1,tion to be nssembled at ':tiarborough, in June next, to place 
the government of the Subordinate Councils in this State under the Grand Chapter, and to 
di ssolye the Grand Council, and at the rnme time the By-Laws adopted by the Grand Chap
ter, at its present session, be a<loptecl by this Grarnl Council, ns far as they can be made 
applicable thereto." 

Which was unanimously adopted. 
The appendix also contains the proceedings of a Convocation of Royal and 

Select Masters, June 6tl1, 1860, to organize a Grand Council. The representa
tives of three Councils, organized by the Supreme Council for tile Southern 
jurisdiction, were present. Dr. A. G. MACKEY, S.·.G:.I. ·.G. ·., 33°, opened a 
Council of Select Masters, and .Jon;, F. HowLEPP was appointed Chairman. 

A Grand Council was organized, and ALEX. MURDOCH elected G. ·. M. ·. 

1875. 

ri. The Proceedings for 1875 are leaner thnn Pharaoh's lean kine. They in
form us that the Annnal Assembly was held in Raleigh, June !)th, 1875. 

Present, JonN NICHOLS, G." M:., and representatives of three Subordinate 
Councils. The Annual Address occupies half a page, and conveys the same 
information as that of the previous year. 
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Companion CARR felt unable to assume the task of preparing a report on 
Foreign Correspondence, and none was made.· 

The G. ·. T. ·. reported a total of $7!UH. 

Subordinfl.te Councils............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Membership ....................... : ...................... 126 

JoHN NICHOLS, of Rfl.lcigh, G.·.M~·. 
DONALD W. BAIN, of Raleigh, G.·.R. ·. 

OHI0-1874. 

The forty-fourth Annual Assembly was held at Dayton, September 8th, 
1874. 

The Grand Council was opened by G. ·.J\f.·. HENRY Trrn:oBAI,D. 
Present, the representatives of fifty-four Subordinate Councils. 
In the Annual Address the G. ·. M. ·. recommends the adoption of the ritual 

of the New York Convention. With reference to the memorial of that Con
vention to the Grand Encampment of tl~e United States, he sttys: 

"As regards the first and second resolutions, I have no doubt but that they echo the feel
ings and desires of nearly all R. ·. and S. ·. l\fasters. Yet, whilst such may be the wish and a 
consummation heartily to be desired, I have very little faith in the application of the Com
mittee; indeed, Companions, speaking only for rnyse!f, it is a course I could not bring myself 
to adopt. It looks to me too much like begging for what we ought to demand as a right. My 
plan woilld be to work and make the degrees such as would be sought after. I believe there 
is merit enough in Cryptic Masonry, 'and ·the more it is known the better it will be appre
ciated,' to enable it to flourish whether acknowledged by the Grand Comnrnnderies or not. If 
we are only just and true to ourselves, success will come sooner or later. It is only a question 
of time." 

As to a General Grand Council, he says: 

"Fir8t, I believe it to be a proceeding of questionable authority. 
~'Secondly, I think there ·i.s such a thing as being too much go\·erned; the less the govern

ing power the better for the governed. 
" Thirdly, I~ is an expensive luxury that will bear heavily on the financial department of 

the Subordinates, for it is a well established fact tlutt Grand Bodies cost. 
"A fourth objection is, that I think it entirely unnecessary. All the good such an organiza

tion could accomplish conll\ be more satisfactorily attained by a Convention,-' called should 
occasion 1·equi1'e,'-at much less expense and with greater satisfaction to the Order." 

As to the first objection, we fail to see any reason or point to it. As to the 
second, while there may be such a thing as being too inuch governed, there 
may also, on the other hand, be such a thing as too little government. Such 
an order as ours needs a strong central power and head, a gravity, so to 
speak, which will keep each member of the system in a regular orbit, per
forming its duty and fulfilling the object of its existence. 

As to the third objection, we think it is not well taken. A General Grand 
Council could hold its assemblies at the same time with one of the other 

) 
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General Grand Bodies, to which many go, and the same delegates might serve 
for both. 

And fourthly, there are different opinions as to its necessity. A Conven
tion could not accomplish the same good. A Convention is called together 
with difficulty, and only after a lapse of one or two years. 

The financial statement of Ohfo shows an amount of $2,771.89. 
Companion CuN;NINGHA-:lf submitted the report on Foreign Correspondence, 

reviewing twenty Grand Councils. New York is not noticed, as their Annual 
A~sembly was held about the same time as our own. 

His report is brief an cl courteous in its tone, and says in conclusion: 

"In concluding this report, your Committee ha';e no new views to advance. Having also 
heretofore freely expressed their opinion concerning the questions agitating the minds of 
Cryptic Masons, they do not deem it necessary to lengthen this report therewith. It is, how
ever, a su.bject for congrntulntion that there is so much unanimity concerning the propriety 
of making the degrees of Royal and Select Masters a necessary prerequisite to the reception 
of the grades of Masonic Knighthood. It is also gratifying to note that the majority of the 
Grand Councils are opposed to b.ecoming suppliants therefor, for any purpose whatever, but 
regard it as a matter of right and justice to the American system of the York Rite, that such 
an arrangement should be consummated. 

"In this connection the large majority of the Grand Councils favoring the adoption of the 
uniform system of work, nomenclature of ollicers, and the arrangement of the degrees 
adopted by the Convention, in which the Super-Excellent is given place as a mere honorarium 
(or side degree, as it is, if anything), is also an evidence of the real prosperity of Cryptic 
Mn.sonry.' 1 

The uniform work w.as·, .adopted, and .ordered to be disseminated by the 
G.·.M. ·. . . 

Subordinate Councils : . 55 
Membership ..................... ·: ...... ........... 2,700 
Advanced. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123 

HENRY THEOBALD, 0f Dayton, G.·.M: . 
. JoHN D. CALDWELJ;., of Cincinnati, G:.R:. 

ONTA,RI0-1874. 

The Annual Assembly of Ontario convened in the city of Toronto, August 
25th, 1874. 

Present, DANIEL SPRY, G. ·.M. ·., presiding, and the representatives of 
seven Subordinate Councils. 

The Annual Address pays a fraternal eulogy to the memory of TrroMAS 
BmD HARRIS, Past R. ·.P. ·.Dep. ·.G.·.M. ·., and inspector General of the 

·Hamilton Division. We quote: 

"From all information that has reached me, I am happy to say that Cryptic Masonry con
tinues to increase steadily in the Province of Ontario, while the progress of the Councils in 
Quebec has not been so satisfactory. The unhappy differences which existed in Craft 
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Masonry in that Province have, no doub~, crippled the energies antl impaired the usefulness 
of all the grades of Frccn1asonry, but now that all thc$C misunderstandings have been so 
happily adjusted, I feel assured that our Companions will soon be in a position to report their 
Councils in efficient workirig order." 

\. 
'l'he Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Canada, have refused to 

extend recognition to this Grand Council. 
Companion SPR~ recommends the adoption of the work of the New York 

Convention. He himself undertook the duty of preparing a report on For
eign Correspondence. 

The G. ".R." reported receipts of $99.75. 
The Inspectors of the various divisions made reports, showing that they 

had visited the Councils in their divisions. 
G. '.1\1:." SPnY, in behalf of the Committee, presented an able, full and 

faithful report on Foreign Correspondence, covering eighteen pages. He 
reports upon nineteen Grand Councils and the two New York Conventions, 
including our own jurisdiction for 1872:-3. Be gives us a notice of a few 
lines. He reports the New York Convention in full. 

We are glad to see thflt Ontario is prospering, and all things promise to 
her a glorious career. 

Subordinate Councils. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
~fombership ............................................. 188 

DANIEL SPRY, of Toronto, G. "J\II." 
J A:1rns B. NrxoN, of Toronto, G. "R." 

PENNSYLVANIA-1875. 

The Grand Council of Royal, Super-Excellent and Select }\fosters of Penn
sylvania, held its twenty-ninth Annual Assembly in the city of Harrisburg, 
February 17th, 1875. 

Present, CrmrsTIAN FREDERICK KNAPP, G. '.lVI.'., presiding, and represen
tatives from fifteen Subordinate Councils. 

In the "Annual Report," the G. '.J\'I. ·.·says: 

'' '"rlrn past year has been an eventful one financin.lly-business paralyzecl-Uistress every
where, occasioned by fire, flood and famine. It is but reasonable that Cryptic Masonry 
should luwe shared in this (to0 a certain extent) with the rest of mankind. So far, however, 
"re weathered the storm. Death, financial ruin, and other like.calainities, have touched us 
lightly, at least in this juriscliction; and, belieYing that the storm has· passed us, we look 
hopefully to the future." 

Companion KNAPP has had a period of official service exceeding that of 
most Companions, amounting to sixteen years in all, as an officer of the 
Grand Council. He does his work faithfully and well. We quote the statis
tics of his official labors during the past year: 
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"Number of miles traveled (official visitations) ____ ----- -------------------- 2,860 
Number of days spent in official visitation ___ .. ---··-------------·----·---- 40 
Expenses incurred ____________ ·-- --- ------------ ·----·------------ __ -------$200.25." 

Now, if similar zeal were displayed in every Grand Orient, we would not 
read so many books of Lamentations in the annual Proceedings. And if the 
business or health of any Companion will not allow him to devote himself 
with energy and zeal to the development and prosperity of our Rite, let him 
deCiine to take upon himself an office, the duties of which he cannot properly 
perform. There is too much eagerness for the empty honor of sitting in the 
East, and too little realization of the duties and responsibilities of that position. 

Companion KNAPP makes the following remark: 

"In reading Proceedings from various Gram! Councils, I find that fault is found with the 
short, meagre and uninteresting reports of some Grand :Masters; and whilst I accord to every 
one the right to enjoy his own opinion, I, at the same thne, claim the same right for myself. 
What else, except his doings and recomniendations, can or ought a }f. ·.P. ·. Grand Master 
report? If any one desires to know what our work is, and how we do it, there is a time and 
place where it can be seen and heard. As to the various theories of how it is or ought to be 
done-whether historical or traditional, old or new-I, for one, consider the S. -.v.-. the only 
proper place to discuss that point." 

Now, perhaps, we have had as much to say on that point as any one. We 
cheerfully accord to Companion l{NAPP his claim to enjoy his own opinion. 
But we think the Annual Address should be more than an "Annual Report;" 
it should embrace more than a "mere account of his doings and recom
mendations." The G:.M.-. is the head of the Rite for the time being, and 
regarded as an exemplar of our Rite, and a source of knowledge and infor
mation. Unfortunately, many of our presiding officers in the Subordinate 
Councils are ignorant of the history and theories of our Rite. Their knowl
edge is too much confined to the mere ritual, and they lack opportunity or 
disposition to inform themselves. To such an Annual Address is of the 
greatest benefit. Again, many Companions can not or do not attend the 
Annual Assemblies, and hence are not in the S. "V. '. to hear these matters 
discussed; but they read the printed Proceedings, and thus instruction and 
encouragement can be spread far beyond the limits of the G. ·.M.-. 's voice. 
An Annual Address should abound in instruction, as the result of the study 
and reflection of the G.·.:M::., in exhortation, in encouragement, in teachings 
of any kind that will be of interest and profit to tJ:e Craft. In the Annual 
Address the G. -.M.-. has his best opportunity to do good to the Craft, and 
reach and influence Companions he can never meet. Such addresses are 
always appreciated by the Craft at large, and are precious specimens of work 
that will be laid up for all time in the S. ·. S. -. 

This is the opinion which we enjoy. And we are glad to see the Pro
ceedings generally afford evidence of increased interest and labor in the 
Annual Addresses. 

/ 
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The Committee on Foreign Correspondence occupy the whole of half a 
page in acknowledging the reception of the Proceedings of thirteen Grand 
Councils, including New York, and in saying that the uniform work is being 
generally adopted, and that no accessions have been made to those Grand 
Councils that work the Super-Excellent Master's Degree. Whereupon "they 
rest from their labors, and their works do (not) follow them." 

The Finance Committee report that the Grand Council is free from indebt
edness of every kind, and that the receipts for the past year were $1,996.86. 

A most gratifying report. 

Subordinate Councils. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 
Received dnring the year.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 156 
Died.................................................. 19 
Withdrawn............................................ 27 
Suspensions............................................ 64 
Expulsions.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Membership ............................................ 2,113 

CHRISTIAN FREDERICK KNAPP, of Bloomsburg, G. '.M ... 
CHARLES E. l\'l.EYER, of Philadelphia, G. -.R. '. 

RHODE ISLAND-1875. 

A private note informs us that the Proceedings of Rhode Island have not 
been published for 1874 or this year. 

ALBERT H. CusmrAN, of Providence, G. '.M. '. 
w ALTER BLODGETT, of Providence, G. "R. .. 

SOUTH CAROLINA-1875. 

The _Annual Assembly was held in Charleston, February 10th, 1875. 
A circular informs us that tbe usual routine business was presented. Com

panion W. G. DE SAUSSURE presented credentials of the Grand Councils of 
Maine, Louisiana, Iowa and Vermont, as their representative to South 
Carolina. 

WILMOT G. DE SAUSSURE, of Charleston, G:.M. ·. 
ALEX. LINDSTROM, of Charleston, G.-.R:. 

TENNESSEE-1874. 

This Grand Council assembled in the city of Nashville, November 2d, 1874. 

E. EDMUNDSON, G:.M. -., presided, and the representatives of twenty-seven 
Subordinate Councils were present. 

The G:.M.-. delivered an able and interesting address, from which we quote 
several passages with pleasure and approbation. He says: 

·r 
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''Although a twelYe-months have passed sh~ce the characteristic sound of the trowel hag 
been lheard, and since we rctirccl in peace, promising 'to practice virtue and maintain 
secrecy,' we find our number complete, and not one of our select missing. * * 

"When we met here twelye months ago portions of our jurisdiction were just mnerging 
from a terrible scourge that was almost unprecedented in its severity. Now, I mn happy to 
say, throughout our entire borders peace and health preYail among our Companions. In our 
Order, howeYer, (Cryptic l\fasonry,) are manifest signs of Uiscase, which, although of a sporadic 
and tractable nature, might, if not properly treated, result in death to some of our Councils. 
,But, I am happy to say, the remedy, if timely applied, is easy and sure. The disease to which 
I refer, Companions, is apathy and indifference with the oflicers of s0111e of our Councils, in 
the meetings and work. The time fixed in the By-Laws for a meeting pusses witl10ut a 
quorum, another comes and goes the srnne way; an Annual Assen1bly of the State comes, ·and 
from these Councils there arc no representatives or returns; the same thing is repeated the 
second time, when an order is made for the revocation of their charters, und thus they die. 
This is not any overdrawn picture, for this is the precise history of some of the Councils of 
this State, and I fear is being repeated b;• others. Now, who is to blame? How is this thing 
to be obviated? The fault is with the officers, especially the presiding officers, of the Sub
ordinate Councils; with us, who are the representatives of these Councils. We fail by precept 
and example to commend our beloved Order to those without the S. ·.v. ·., and ·to inspire our
select with interest in the beauty and attractiveness of these degrees when properly pre
sented. We fail in an imperative duty in enforcing a solemn By-Law to meet at stated times. 
If we are unable to have a quornn1 otherwise, our number complete, we should have recourse 
to the sununons, and thereby exact attendance. And if we fail in this, it i~ better, n1uch 
better, to 1mrrender the charters. Let us by all means 'niaintain and support our By-La.ws,, 
and other regulations to which we arc solc1nnly pledged. \Ve should not fail to have our 
stated assemblies practice in the ceremonies of opening and closing, and in tile exemplifica
tion of the work, and soon, very soon, the in<lifferencc and 'vant of interest, referred to will 
give way to interest and zeal in the cause. ':rhcre is no such thing as standing still in Ma~ 
sonry; we must go forward and improve, or must retrograde.' ' 1 

e He continues with reference to the degrees: 

"We shonl,ol, therefore, make them so attractive as to be sought after, but so inspire those 
already in the S. ·.v. ·. iYith such interest as to render it difficult rather not to have present at 
each of onr stated assemblies our number ~three times nine.' And permit me, Companions; 
to add that if the officers of the different Subordinate Councils ''<ill learn well the ritual, and 
faithfnlly perform their duty, they will not only themselves appreciate this Rite, but their 
members will also.' " 

Would that the spirit of this exhortation might be found in every Subor
dinate! 

The following deserves to be rememJ;wred by every Companion: 

"As your presiding officer, the one who has had the special supervision of Cryptic i\fasonry 
in Tennessee during the last t\velvc months, I an1 unable to speak with any certainty of its 
true condition. If a inultiplicity of Councils is an evidence of prosperity, then it is not in a 
very prosperous condition. But I am slow to beliern that either an increase of Councils or 
membership is in any material manner an evidence of prosperity, An increasinµ: interest ~nd 
zeal in the membership for the work, and a general and prompt attendance at the assemblies, 
indicate to my inind more reliable and decided prosperity.,, 

/ 

' 



57 

We recommend the following to the careful perusal of the self-satisfied, 
who are willing to do nothing for uniformity. He says of the 3;doption of. 
the work of the New York Convention: 

"It was not adopted by this Grand Council for its superiority over the old. I don't suppose 
there was one inember who voted for its adoption, who regarded it as an improvement. 
This Grand Council was very well satisfied with the previous work, and accepted this for the 
reason only of being placed in harmony with the great body of Cryptic Masonry in the 
United States.· It_ came to this Grand Council as the work agreed upon by a Convention of 
Royal and Select ll!asters, representing nineteen State Jurisdictions, and for the sake of har
mony, and for its superiority, it was adopted by this Grand Council. And considering the 
great diversity of work represented in this Convm1tion, it should be gratifying to our Juris
diction that so slight a change has been made. No State except, perhaps, New York, made 
so sllght concessions as ours. I muke this statement for the benefit of those Companions 
who see111 to think that the adoption of t11i's work was 111ade because ~f the supposed amelio -
ration, and they are supposed to argue against this feature, and contend that instead of an 
improvement it is the reverse. The prospect is now good for Cryptic 1\fa80!ll'Y to become a 
unit in the United States, and expected, too, without the sacrifice of any principle by any one 
of the jurisdictions. Let us then fall into this work, remembering that if it is not the best, 
it is the only one we are authorized to use." 

One more passage we feel constrained to quote: 

"I hope I \rill be pardoned, before closing this address, to suggest the iniportance to all 
reallinq J\Iasons-and there should be none others among us-the importance of being sub
scribers for and reading at least one of the many valuable l\Iasonic periodicals that are 
published in our country. Besides the pleasw·es afforded in their perusal, there is much 
reliable information thereby obtained~ would be otherwise Jost." 

W c regret to see that the disease spoken of in the address, resulted in the 
forfeiture of the Charters of eighteen Subordinate Councils, some, indeed, 
provisionally only, others entirely. 

Receipts, $723.50. 
Subordinate Councils .. ___ .. _ .... _ ...... _ ....... _ ...... _ . 52 
Membership ... __ ;_ ........ -· __ .... -.._ .. _. __ .. ··- .. _:. -1,571 

We believe if the Companions of Tennessee would enlighten themselves as 
to the condition of the Rite at large, and if the G. ·. M. ". would recommend a 
Committee on Foreign Correspondence, as well as a subscription to some 
Masonic journal, there would be less indifference and apathy in that State. 

W. R. SHAVER, G:.M. ·. 
JOHN FRIZZELL, G:.R:. 

VERMONT-1874. 

The Annual" Convention" of the Grand Council of Vermont was held in 
the city of Burlington, June 11th, 1874. 

The Grand Council was opened in ample form by the G. -.M. ·.,EDWARDS. 

DANA. T!iere were present representatives from fourteen Subordinate 
Councils. 



58 

Thn Annual Addresses o~ Companion DANA are always lleautiful ancl 
rnplete with instruction. We quote the introduction: 

"From the valleys and hill-tops of our rugged State, while the sen.sons, like Aaron's rod, 
have budded and have blossomed, have we come again upon our annual pilgrimage. W c 
have come, let us trust, pervaded with a zeal not unsurpassed by that of the ancient Crafts
men who brought the holy vessels, most beautiful specimens of their skill, for deposit in the 
sanctmn sanctorum. Let us scatter incense with willing hands, while we bend with grateful 
hearts in adoration and praise to an over-ruling J>roviden~e, who has preserved us in 1ncrcy 
through the dearth und desolation of winter, and brought us to this favorite retreat, while 
the air is redolent with music, and all nature seems vocal with inspired song.,, 

Again: 
"\Vith our aims concentrated and our energies vitalized, there arc no obstacles which we 

may not readily oycrcomc, if we press forward ·with thft:t ')·uggcd determination 'vhich finds 
no place for failures. Inspired with such conrageons ancl manly spirit, there arc no enemies 
which may impede us, unless it be ·within our own circle. While some of our Masonic com
rades, too experienced to be so illy informe~l, sneer at times at our Hite as 'side degrees,' 
while they clillg to other 1\1asonic orgunizations ·as now constituted in the United States, 
they forget that the Council degrees were confcrr~d in this conntry even earlier than that 
of the Hoyal Arch, nnd that the first three oi' our Cupitular degrees :ire unrccogni1.ed in their 
position by a 1argC portion of the ~1asonic 'yorld. We might remind them, al~o, that the 
Order of the Red Cross is di~cnrded by the Britieh Dominions on both sides of the Atlnutic, 
and has at last sought and received Masonic shelter in Canada, in the bosom of the Council 
itself. The Council is in~pired with no jealousy of any sister organization; and w11i1e it 
would welcome with gratitude the smiles an~\ helping hand of the entire Masonic lirotherhooll; 
of whatever name or rank, yet its chiefest aim and need is that-.it be true to itself. Let its 
officers be more thoroughly roused to the importance ·of their tt:·nst, nnd more faithfully per
form their essential duty to the Craft. Let the silver trumpet llreak upon the air wHh no 
uncertain s'ound, nnd every slcepi~g sentinel be driven i~n0111inionsly from his post. 'l1hen 
shall no milclmv dim the brightness of the silver vessels ·which, as Cl1Stodians, we <Jeeply prize, 
nor shun our valuable teachings, like buried treasures, be forgotten by the lapse 'of time in 
apathy and ignoble neglect." 

The llalancc in the Treasurer's bands amounted to $1l!J.97. 
The nomenclature of the Nw.v York Convention was adopted. 

Companion T. F. STUART presented an excellent report on Foreign Cor
respondence. He notices the Proceedings of twenty Grand Councils, New 
York, of course, not inclnded, as it was previous to our Assemllly of1874. 

We quote the conclusion : 
"It appears, from the information received from the various jurisdictions, that the Order is 

prog1:essing, and that its light is shining·with ·increasing splendor. Our nun1bers are con
stantly increasing; our influence is extending; onr borders are enlarging, even to distant 
lands where our workmen have gone; the merry ring of their tro,vels is heard, and they are 
instructing men in distant climes to labor in the Secret Vault. But while our prosperity is 
thus apparent to t\1e observation of all, arc we progressing in the inner. life, which alone can 
polish and refine us into the similitude of perfect Ashlars, P?rfected in beauty and comeli
ness, made ready for the use of om Supreme Grand Master, that when the labors of time 
with us shall cease, we may be translated to the Building of God, the house not made with 
l~a.nds, eternal in the heavens." 
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Subordinate Councils .................... · ............... , . 14 f. 
Membership ................ ,. . . . . . . . . . . ................ : . 683 

EDWARDS. DANA, of Cornwall, (P.O. address Middlebury,) G .. M.'. 
W. H. S. WmTcmr1i, of Burlington, G. ·:R. ·. 

WISCONSIN-1874-5. 

Last year we reported of Wisconsin that A:. was asleep, and the door shut, 
too, and we had no tidings. But this year A.·. was wide awake, and handed 
out to us a thick _pamphlet containing the Proceedings for two years. They 
are finely printed and bound. 

The Grand Council of Wisconsin assembled i~ Milwaukee, January 9th, 1874. 
It was opened in ample form, by Jorm W. Wo~DITULL, G.·.M.-. Ti1e Commit
tee on Credentials. reported ti.mt nine Sub.ordinate Councils (one U. D.) were 
rep resented. 

In his Annual Address, the G. ·.M. ·.says: 

"A severe illness last spring also drew upon my energies to such an extent, that I was una
ble for sometime to more thall live. "ro God I offer my sincere thanks for being able to be here 
on this occasion, for without tho interposition of His 'helping hand I should have tried the 
realities of death, and been of. this world no more. 

"So far as I have been alJle to ascertain, there has been a desire on tile part of all the Sub
ordinates tO beconie liYc, working bodies, and resurrect then~selves from the stupor which 
has characterized many of thein in times past. 11 

.A Committee was appointed to revise and harmonize the Constitution, and 
make the Annual Assembly occur the day previous to the ll!-eeting of the 
Grand Chapter. · 

The Finance Committc·e reported an amount of $299.00. 

1875. 

The Annual Assemllly was held in Milwaukee, February liith, 1875. 
JorrN W. WoonrroLL, G.-.M.·., presiding, ancl·thc i:epresentatives of nine 

Subordinate Councils. 
The Annual Address· was well written and able, and from it ·we quote 

largely, knowing it will be of interest and value to all the craft. For the 
past year he had been c~lled upon for few decision.s and dispensations. 
Speaking of the N cw Orleans Convention, he says: 

"There 'ivas far more interest manifested than I had supposed would be the case. The dis
cussions were able, well-timed, and to the point, showing a thorough knowledge of tho wants 
of Cryptic Masonry, and a determination to supply those needs. It is true that differences 
of opinion existed as to the best course to b'c pursued, but all these opinions and discussions 
tended to the one point, i. e., that these degrees must be made prerequisite to tlie Templar 
orders. The only division o{ sentiment was caused by the question of how to accomplish 
the object. We arc of the opinion that if the memorial addressed to the Grand Encampment 
had been discussed by the delegates, and the question at issue well understood, they would 
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ha,·e taken entirely different action; but the Grand Encampment hnd more business on hand 
than they could successfully perform, and the result was entirely unsatisfactory to a large 

majority of the c1elegation. I am of the opinion, however, that the next meeting of the 
Grand Encampment will take action on this snbject, and the Council degrees will be made a 
prerequisite to the orders of l{nighthood. That this must be the final result is already admitted 
by a large majority of the best inforn1ed Masons. 1

' 

He continues: 
"Companions, I am unable to speak exultingly of the condition of Cryptic Masonry in our 

jurisdiction. 'l1he few Councils we have, are, some of them, prosperous, while others ure
well, not gasping, neither dying, ~imply breathing hard; and not even enongh energy in this 
to indicate any inward fever, but rather a. quiet, sleepy mood, similar to that following the 
cure of an acute toothache. There are reasons for this, and the Companions will excuse 
me for callin~ their attention to a fe-\Y of them. r:rhere are some among us, who, having been 
graciously permitted to wear the 'Templar feather,' without the prerequisite of the Coun
cil degrees, Y('l'Y J)atnra11y conclude that any special effort or expense to 'heal i themselves 
would be superfluous; and even go so far as to deride the landible efforts of those who, hav· 
ing the good of the craft at heart, arc laboring for the ntlvanccment of Cryptic Masonry. 

"This is ungenerous, und wil1, in time, be regretted by those who participate in such a 
course. There arc others, who, uHhough havjng had the honor to labor in the S.·.v.·., and 
assist in the Dcp. · ., are unwilling to see any :Masonry outside of the Commandery. All pre
vious degrees, even the Grand Old Fournlation, are to them only obstacles, plnced in their 
way by designing men, which, when once overcome, are of no further consequence, a thing 

' of the past, unworthy of their consideration, and beneath the dignity of their lofty position. 
It is to such a disagreeable task to lay off the gay trappings of a 'l'emplar, and put on the 
old Masonic, time.honored apron. 'l'hey have forgotten, (if they ever knew,) that the apron 
is more honorable, when worthily worn, than the star and garter, or any other order that can 
be conferrred upon them by King, Prince, Potentate, or even an Eminent Commander. There 
are others who can sec no particular profit to accrue to them personally by endeavoring to 
advance the int<!rests of any Masonic body, and especially the one 'vhich is placed outside the 
requisite line of promotion; and so long as they fail to see the 'point ahead, i they remain, to 
say the least, i11 the position of those of whmn Chri~t spoke when he said: 'He that is not 
for me, is against me. 1 These brethren love :Masonry just so Jong, nnd a.s much, as the ben
efits to be derived therefrom are great or small. They are the 'barnacles' on the side of our 
'Grand Old Ship,' and the sooner they are scraped off the sooner will she be prepared to glide 
smoothly on her voyage, and land us in a harbor where barnacles cannot thrive. These are 
some of the reasons why Cryptic Masonry has not flourished in this State. How can they be 
counteracted? W c believe the question to be of' very easy solution. 

"I. Every Companion should bear in mind that it is his duty to nse his personal efforts to 
the encl that these degrees be thoroughly.explained and understood by the Select, and to 
advocate that their beauty, fitness and appropriateness to our :Masonic system is without a 
question. 

"2. To bear in mind that the time is near by when these degrees will be made a prerequisite 
to the orders of Knighthood, am! .those who have not already received them will then be 
obliged to perforni a duty to Masonry which ought to have been done previous to the 'feath
ering' process. 

"3. 'l'o take hold of the matter, and in the same way and with the same energy we would 
to accomplish any good object, leaving the questions raised against the promulgation ot' these 
degrees to those who have more time for quibble than we can a:ffOrtl to spend over a. matter 
ali'eady settled, using our spare moments for a better purpose than that of discussing the 
propriety of inm;itable 1'esults. 

r· 
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"4. Obtain a thorough knowledge of these degrees ourselves, of their hist_ory, their con· 
nection with other degrees, and the beautiful ritual which has been adopted by this jurisdic
tion. Having this knowledge, we will be prcparetl to communicate it to othe_rs, and thus 
perform a duty which we owe to the Order, the Craft, and ourselves." 

The Constitution was revised. The Committee on Accounts reported a 
total on hand of $313.oo. 

Companion J. vV. WOODHULL presented the report on Foreign Correspond
ence, reviewing the Proceedings of twelve Grand Councils, including New 
York. He gives us a fraternal and cordial notice of a page. 

Subordinate Councils.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _ 9 
Membership.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................. 352 

_J.P. C. COTTRILL, of Milwaukee, G. ·.M:. '. 
JOHN w. vVOODIIULL, of Berlin, G. -.R." 

CONCLUSION. 

In conclusion, Companions, ·we would say, the Proc~edings and reports 
have been unusually full of interest this year. The various Annual Assem
blies seem to have been marked by greater interest and zeal, and the majority 
of the Annual Addresses show that cur presiding officers more fully realize 
the responsibilities of their positions, :md that they arc teachers and examples 
as well as rulers. To be sure there are some few jurisdictions where Cryptic 
Masonry seems to languish, but in most of them the fact can be easily 
accounted for. They are jurisdictions which are newly-settled territory, or 
they arc States in which the other grades of Masonry are not remarkably 
prosperous. 

Time, patience, and perseverance, which conquer all things, will at length 
discover and bring to light better days for these jurisdictions. 

We think there can be no doubt that there is a great future before Cryptic 
Masonry. The good that has been wrought by the New York Conventions 
is very evident. They have given an impetus to the Cryptic degrees, and to 
the uniformity in work and nomenc;;laturc, that is very evident to any one 
reading the v>1rious Proceedings. Nearly all the Grand Councils have adopted 
the uniform work with earnestness, and, with a very few exceptions, the 
same work prevails in all the land. The whole future of Cryptic Mi:1Sonry · 
will be rendered brighter, and its permanence as_sured by these Convcn tions. 

The project of a General Grand Council does not seem to meet with 
general _itpproval, and there seems to be little probability that it will at present 
become a reality. We do, indeed, esteem it a cause of regret that there should 
be such an opposition in the majority of the Grand Councils, and we are 
at a loss to conceive why the Companions should see any s~h fearful thing 
in a General Grand Council. We .believe that it would be the best possible 
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thing for our Order, and that it is the one great thing that is lacking to give 
the degrees the dignity and influence which is their due. 

But we cheerfully concede to every Companion the right to his own 
opiniou, and we believe that we have learned the lessons of our Fratern"ity 
sufficiently well to concur· in whatever will advance the unanimity and 
brotherly feeling of our Rite. 

Yet it does seem that if the Conventions have done so much, a General 
Grand Couucil would do much more. 

TJ:ie question of makiug the Cryptic degrees a prerequisite for the orders of 
Knighthood is universally approved, and is demanded by all as our right, and 
not as a favor, and we doubt not it will be speedily granted to us, when we 
can have a fair hearing before an unprejudiced Committee. 

We have noticed but very few deaths of any well-known and skilled work
men in the Crypt. Long may the venerable, the learned, and the wise be 
spared to us, to direct with their counsels, even when the palsied hands can 
no longer hold the sword or the trowel. 

And while, by our laws and traditions, our. forms and ceremonies, we view 
the past with reverence, it behooves us to look forward and think of tbe 
future of Masonry, to devote more time, and consideration, and labor to our 
own improvement, and to the embodiment of our principles in our lives, to 
study how our influence is to be made more effectual for the good of humanity. 

We believe we shall have to answer, not only for ourselves and our own 
inutual improvement, but also for our general influence upon humanity. 

What is our mission? And what is our work in the future? Our history 
has been one of grand success-prosperity has been ours. We have with
stood the attacks and persecutions of ignorance, ~superstition, fanaticism and 
bigotry. ·Every reverse has caused our Fraternity to shine forth with a more 
glorious luster. May we be as full of virtue and love in prosperity us in 
adversity! There can be no doubt that the T. '.-G:.A. ·.O.·.T. ·.U. ·., whom we 
worship, has given us this prosperity, and smiles upon our organization and 
labors. 

Whatever does not meet his approval. has never endured. If the work has 
not been of God, it has come to naught. Time and its own inherent evils 
have wrought out its ruin. 

And is not the Almighty Father bestowing his blessiJ:!.gS, and raising up our 
Fraternity to bear a noble and prominent part in the grand.work of humanity, 
and in those conflicts of the coming time, between light and darkness, between 
good and evil, which already begin to loom up in the future? 

While we have nothing to do with sect or party, and can smile at infallible 
proscription and denunciation, the interest of our Fraternity and the desire 
for its continlJd existence, demand that we should be ever watchful, ever 
ready to detect and to thwart every attempt of darkness and ignorance against 

( 

~ 
\ 



63 

the world. For we are, to some extent, the depositaries of liberty, of freedom 
of thought, and of civilization. 
· It'is part of our mission in the future to do our part to_ preserve these, and 

we should ever try to do our utmost to maintain and cultiyate these principles 
in ourselves and the world at large. 

Let 011r views wiclen,_ our thoughts expand. Let not our sole attention ·be 
concentrated on the ritual merely and the initiation of candidates. Let us 
not meet so often in the lowest valleys, but more on the highest hills, where, 
with unimpeded vision, we can survey the world ·at large-men, times, prin
ciples-the future as well as the past. 

May the Grand Master give us all a more ·piercing vision, a higher and 
nobler thought! 

CHARLES G. HUDSON, 

For the Committee. 

On motion of R. ·.I:. JOHN B. SACKETT, it was resolved that 
this Annual Assembly close at the expiration of to-morrow morn-
ing's session: ,,. 

The Grand Council was then called from labor to refreshments 
until to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY, Sept. 15, 1875, 10, A. M. 

The Grand Council was called from refreshment to labor by 
the M:.I. ". Grand Master. 

The minutes of yesterday's session were read and approved. 
The Grand Council then proceeded to the election of officers 

for the ensuing year, with the following result : 

R. ·.I.·. J OIIN B. SACKET'l', elected Grand Master. 
'' GEo. M. OsoooDBY, " Dep. Grand Master. 

CrrAs. W. Buo,vN, " Grand P. C. of W. 
DAVID B. HOWELL, 

GEO. v AN VLIET, 

" 'l'reasurer. 
Recorder. 

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals presented the fol
lowing report, which .was, on motion, received: · 

• 
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To 'l'HE Mos'l' PurssAN'l' GRAND CouNCIL OF RoYAL 
AND SELEC'l' MAS'l'ERS OF 'l'HE S'l'A'l'E OF NEW YORK: 

Your Committee on Grievances and Appeals, most respectfully report that 
no questions have been presented to them for consideration. 

H. M.PLANT, } . 
T. S. JACKSON, Committee. 
JOHN OMBONY, 

The Committee on U n£nished Business presented the following 
report, which was, on motion, received: 

To 'l'HE Mos'l' PmssAN'l' GRAND CouNCIL oF ROYAL 
AND 8ELEC'l' MAS'l'ERS OF 'l'HE S'l'A'l'E OF NEW YORK: 

The Committee to whom was referred the matter of Unfinished Business, 
·respectfully report that no unfinished business remains to be disposed of. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JOHN BRIGGS, } 
CHAS. ESTABROOK, Committee. 
0. W. EARLE, 

The following telegram (being the first sent over the direct 
cable), was received during this morning's session: 

LONDON, September 15, 1875. 
To 'l'HE MOS'l' PUISSAN'l' GRAND COUNCIL: 

Fraternal greetings-absence imperative-heart there. 

(Signed) GEO. M. OSGOODBY. 

The Committee on Finance and Accounts offered the following 
report, which was, on motion, received, and its recommendations 
adopted: 

To 'l'IIE Mos'l' PmssANT GRAND CouNCIL OF ROYAL 
AND SELEC'l.' MAS'l'ERS OF 'l'HE S'l'A'l'E OF NEW YORK: 

The Committee on Finance having given the various subjects referred to 
them a careful consideration, would respectfully re1)ort that they have exam
ined the Reports, Books, and Vouchers of the Grand Treasurer and Grand 
Recorder, and find the same correct, with a balance due the Grand Treas
urer of $77.00. 

The Committee have audited the following bills, and recommend their pay
ment: 
Balance due Grand Treasurer ..................................... $ 77. 00 
J. F. Baldwin, for printing....... .. .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. .. .. . . .. . 11.00 
D. B. Howell & Co., for aprons, etc ............................... 152.50 

/ 

) 
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Salary of Grand Recorder ....................... : ................ $300. 00 
Postage, etc., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26.51 
Trustees of H. &. A. fund, for rent of room and safe............... 55.00 
G. Fred. Wiltsie, for postage and expenses... . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . • • . . • . 37.40 

" " " expenses in attending National Convention at 
New Orleans.................................................... 168.50 

Chairman of Committee on Foreign Correspondence..... . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00 

The Committee further report that there has been received by the 
Grand Recorder, for dues of Subordinate Councils at the present 

877.91 

Session ........................................................ 1,168.00 
After paying the audited bills amounting to ........................ 877.91 

It leaves a balance of.................... 290.09 

For compensation of officers and representatives attending the present 
session. The Committee therefore feel constrained to recommend 
that each Grand Officer and Representative receive compensation 
for tW() day's attendance at the rate of three dollars per day. The 
finances of the Grand Council will then be as follows: 

Total receipts ......•.......................................... 1,201.00 
Audited bills., ......................................... $877.91 
Compensation of 42 Grand Officers and Representatives and 

Grand Sentinel ($10) .................................. 262.00-1,139.91 

Leaving a balance of.................... $61.09 

This pecnliar state .. of affairs is presented for the careful consideration of 
the Grand Council. 

Hespectfully submitted, 

JOHN D. WILLIAMS, } 
JOHN HOOLE, Committee. 
ROBT. M. LAWRENCE, 

The Committee on Warrants and Dispensations offered the fol
lowing report, which was, on motion, received and its recom
mendation adopted : 

To THE MOST PUISSANT GRAND COUNCIL OF ROYAL 

AND SELEC'l' MASTERS OF TIIE STATE OF NEW YORK: 

Your Committee on Warrants and Dispensations, respectfully report that 
they have examined the returns of Ithaca Council, to which dispensation was 
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granted since our last regular Assembly, and recommend that a warrant be 
granted 

To Companion J. M. KIMBALL, as Master. 
" R. C. CIIRISTIANCE, " Deputy Master. 

J.C. VAN KrnK, "P. C. of W. 
and their associates, to be styled Ithaca Council, No. 68, to be located at 

Ithaca, Tompkins County, New York. 
As regards those Councils which are in arrears, and have failed to make 

returns for two years or more, your Committee would recommend that the 
whole subject be referred to the Grand Master elect, with power. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

A. B. KING, } 
THOS. H. FLOYD, Committee. 
HENRY PARTRIDGE, 

The Grand Recorder was instructed to have 400 copies of the 
Proceedings of this Animal Assembly printed, for distribution 
among the Grand Councils of the several States, and the Subor
dinate Councils in this jurisdiction. 

The Special Committee on th~ death of R:.I. -.Comp. JACKSON 
H. CHASE, offered the following report, which was, on motion, 
received, and its recommendations adopted : 

To THE MosT PUISSANT GRAND COUNCIL OF ROYAL AND 
SELECT MASTERS OF 'fIIE STATE OF NEW YORK: 

Your Special Committee, to whom was referred so much of the Grand 
Master's address as relates to the demise of R. ·.I. ·.JACKSON H. CHASE, (late 
Grand Lecturer,) of this Grand Council, would report that they have given it 
their careful attention, and find they can add nothing to the feeling so ably 
expresrnd by the Grand Master, other than the general sentiment of this 
Grand Council. 

In affectionate memory of the Right Illustrious Companion, we offer the 
following preamble and resolutions: 

WHEREAS, It hath pleased Almighty God, our Father, whom we revere and 
love, to remove from its labors here to eternal rest in the celestial world 
above, the spirit of our dearly beloved Companion, JACKSON HOLMES CHASE, 
and while we deeply grieve at the separation, remembering his genial qualities 
and his many acts of kindness and love, we are reminded of the promise that 
bids us hope that he has but gone before to realize with implicit joy the 
blessings of eternal life. 

• 

} 
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Resolved-First, That in the decease of ILI. ·. JACKSON H. CHASE, that not 
only this Grand Council, but the Fraternity at large, have lost a zealous and 
honored member, a beloved and worthy Companion, the poor a firm and 
generous friend, one who was patient under affliction, and whose heart was 
ever full of charity and love towards all mankind. 

&cond, That to his family we extend our sincere sympathy and condolence; 
we cannot assuage their grief, but we pray that He in whose hands our own 
lives and fortunes are, will comfort them with that peace "which nothing 
earthly gives or can destroy," which passeth all understanding, and sustain 
them in this hour of their great affliction. 

Third, That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to bis family, and 
a memorial page be set apart in the printed Transactions of this Grand 
Council. 

A. G. WHEELER, } 
M. L. EDGETT, Committee. 
M. H. SMITH, . 

/ - -The Grand Officers elect were then installed by M: .I:. G. 
FRED, WILTSIE, assisted by M:.I:. JoRN D. WILLIAMS. 

The Grand Master announced the following appointments: 

A. B. KING, of Troy, Grand.C. of the G. 
JOHN F. BALDWIN, of New York, Grand C. of the C. 
REy. JOHN G. WEBSTER, of Palmyra, Grand Chaplain. 
P. W. VERHOEVEN, of New York, Grand Marshal. 
THOS. H. FLOYD, of Utica, Grand Steward. 
JOHNSTON FOUNTAIN, of New York, Grand Sentinel. 
JOHN J. MARTIN, of Albany, Grand Lecturer. 

Committee on l!brei'gn Corresp1mdence. 

Companions CHARLES G. HUDSON, HENRY llf. PLANT, 

D. E. MORGAN. 

Companion JOHN J. KELLY offered the following amendment 
to Section 3 of Article I., of the Constitution, so that it shall 
read: 

Each Warranted Council within this jurisdiction is entitled to be repre
sented in this Grand Council by its first three officers, but in case either of 
them cannot attend, the Council (or in case of its failure to do so, its Master, 
or acting Master) may appoint in place of the absent officer, a proxy, .who 
shall be a member of a Council, under the jurisdiction of this Grand Council, 
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and shall furnish said proxy a certificate .of appointment, over the signature 
of the Master or acting Master, attested by the Recorder, and under the seal 
of the Council. 

Which amendment was referred to the Committee on Constitution and 
By-Laws, who recommended that it lay over (in accordance with the Consti
tution) until the next Annual Assembly. 

On JTIOtion of Companion FLOYD, the Grand Master was 
directed to apportion the jurisdiction to the several Grand 
Officers for visitation. (~ 

On motion, the time for the next Annual Assembly of this 
Grand Council was made the second Tuesday in September, 1876, 
at 10 o'clock A. M., and the place, the city of New York. 

On motion of Companion JOHN D. WILLIAMS, the Grand 
Recorder was directed to draw a warrant for the pay of the 
.representative of Ithaca Council U. D., as of the other represen-, 
tatives. 

No further business offering, these minutes were read and 
approved, and the Grand Council closed in ample form. 

GEO. VAN VLIET, 
Grand Recorder. 

) 
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:'.tSn r:;mlemor;iam. 

JACKSON HOLMES CHASE. 
Born in Palmyra, Wayne Co., N. Y., 

in the year 1828. 

Died at Sea August 14th, 1875. 
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RECEIPTS AT ANNUAL ASSEMBLY, 1875. 

From No. 1. Columbian .............................. , ............ $50.50 
2. Union................................................ 37.00 
4. Brooklyn........................................ . . . 46.50 
8. Eureka.............................................. 34.00 

14. Bloss ................................................. 128.50 
15. Bruce................................................ 19.00 
16. Southern Tier........................................ 58.00 
17. Buffalo.............................................. 67.50 
18. King Hiram.......................................... 17.00 
19. Doric..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95.50 
20. Keystone .... '........................................ 61.00 
21. Hudson River........................................ 19.00 
22. De Witt Clinton ............... ·....................... 89.00 
24. Binghamton......................................... 22.50 
25. Dunkirk............................................. 28.50 
26. Palmyra. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26.50 
27. Batavia.............................................. 15.50 
28. Utica ....................... ·......................... 69.50 
30. Owego.............................................. 22.00 · 
31. King Solomon ................................ '....... 36.50 
35. Hornellsville ........ ;................................ 20.00 
36. Pentalpha............................................ 13.00 
37. Cryptic.............................................. 24.00 
38. Seneca............................................... 17.00 
40. Konhocton ....................... ·. .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 17.00 
41. Genesee Valley. . . .. . . .. .. . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . 16,. 50 
55. Peekskill ................................. , . . . . . . . . . . 18. 00 
61. Portal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . 20.50 
62. Hudson............................................. 30.50 · 
64. Sing Sing............................................ 16.00 
65. Chenango Valley..................................... 7.00 
67. Norwich............................................. 13.00 

Ithica U. D., balance of fee .................. :........ 10.00 

" " · for dues................................. 15.00 
From G. FRED. WILTSIE, for Dispensation granted.................. 20.00 

$1,201.00 



ABSTRACT OF ANNUAL RETURNS OF SUBORDINATE COUNCILS 
UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE GRAND COUNCIL OF NEW YORK. 

To Aitgust 1st, 1875. 

I J i 11~~ I j

1 

i i~ 
iE ~ .§ lzct--. ~ v. A .:;.; 
< ~ A 100 - ~ ~ 

----------,----

COUNCIL. .WHERE LOCATED. COUNTY. 

1 COLUMBIAN ........... New York ........ New York........ 26 1 . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 73 
2 UNION ................ New York ........ New York........ 10 1 .. . . .. . . . . . . 1 62 
4 BROOKLYN ............ Brooklyn .......... Kings............. 4 1 .. . .. . . . . . .. 1 87 
7 ADELPHIC ........... New York ........ New York . . .. . . . 1 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. 5 170 

233 -;r 

37 ~ 

97 
116 

8 EUREKA ............... Greene ............ Chenango......... 10 .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2 56 
9 GENESEE ............. Wellsville ......... Allegany ....................................................... . 

14 BLoss ................. Troy .............. Rensselaer......... 17 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 3 
15 BRUCE ................ Lockport ......... Niagara........... 1 ............................ . 
16 SOUTHERN TIER ....... Elmira ............ Chemung.. . . . . . . .. 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 12 2 
17 BUFFALO ............. Buffalo ............ Erie...... . .. . . . 15 . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . 4 

32 
164 

18 KING HIRAM ........•. Auburn ........... Cayuga............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 ................. . 
19 DORIC ................ Rochester ......... Monroe........... 23 . .. .. . .. . . . . 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
20 KEYSTONE ............ Buffalo ............ Erie.............. 7 3 2 ................. . 117 

38 
154 

21 HuDSON RIVER ........ Kingston.... . ... Ulster .................................................... . 
22 DEWITT CLINTON ..... Albany ............ Albany............ 20 . .. . . . . . . . . . 1 . . .. . . . . . .. . 3 
23 ONTARIO .............. Geneva....... . . . . Ontario .................................................... . 

24 
52 
53 
24 

24 BINGHAMTON .......... Binghamton ...... Broome........... 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 16 2 
25 DUNKIRK ............. Dunkirk .......... Chautauqua....... 4 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
26 PALMYRA ............. Palmyra ......... Wayne .................................................... . 
27 BATAVIA .............. Batavia ........... Genesee........... 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ................. . 
28 UTICA ................ Utica ........•.... Oneida . . .. . . . . . . . 9 1 ............................. . 130 

39 
69 

29 MonA WK .. . . . . . . . . Cohoes. . . . . . . . .. . Albany ......... · .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . 
30 OwEGO ..•............. Owego ......... Tioga... .. . . . . .. 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 3 .......... . 
31 KING SoLOHON ........ Newburgh ........ Orange........... 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 3 

" \ 
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32 CHAUTAUQUA .......... Jamestown ....... Chautauqua ...................................................... . 
33 OLEAN ................ Olean ............. Cattaraugus ...................................................... . 
34 WATERTOWN ......... Watertown ........ Jefferson ..... " .................................................. . 
35 HORNELLSVILLE ....... Hornellsville ....... Steuben................. . . . . . 1 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 
36 PEN'rALPHA ........... Flushing ........... Queen8 . .. . .. .. . . . 4 . . . . . . .. .. .. .. . . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. .. 22 
37 CRYPTIC ............... Saratoga Springs .. Saratoga.......... .. .. .. .. . .. . .. . . .. .. . .. . .. . • . .. . . . . 1 47 
38 SENEOA ............... Watkins .......... Schuyler......... .. . .. .. ... .. . . .. .. . . .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. . .. . 34 
39 NORTHERN LIGHT ..... Essex .............. Essex ............................................................ . 
40 KONHOCTON ........... Bath .............. Steuben........... 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 
41 GENESEE VALLEY .... ~unda ............ Livingston........ 3 . . . .. . .. . .. . .. . . .. .. .. . . .. . . .. . .. . .. 30 
42 CANAJOHARIE.... . .. . Canajoharie... . . .. Montgomery.. . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . .................................. . 
43 TYRIAN .........•.... Plattsburgh ....... Clinton .........................................................•. 
44 ALANSON BROWN ...... Lima .............. Livingston ..................................................... .. 
45 OTSEGO ............. Cooperstown ...... Otsego ........................................................ . 
46 ZAnuD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sclrnylersville. . . . . Saratoga ......................................................... . 
47 WADSWORTH .......... Amsterdam ........ Montgomery ................. : .. ............................. .. 
48 WYOMING ............. Pike .............. Wyoming......... .. . . .. . .. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . . ......... .. 
49 FREDONIA ............. Fredonia .......... Chautauqua .............................................. , ....... . 
50 FULTON ............... Fulton. . .. .. . .. .. . Oswego .......................................................... . 
51 No. CONSTELLATION ... Malone ........... Franklin.......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . 
52 WASHINGTON . . . . . . . . . Whitehall. . . . . . . . . Washington ...................................................... . 
53 CORNING. . . . . . . . . . . . Corning . . . . . . . . . . Steuben. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..................................•........ 
54 DEERPARK ........... Port Jarvis ......... Orange , ...... . : .. . ; ........................... : ................. . 
55 PEEKSKILL ............ Peekskill .......... Westchester....... . . .. . . .. .... .. . .. . . .. .. .. .. . . . .. . . . . .. .. 34 

~~ ~~~~~~::::::::::::::: t~~~~~t~i~s-.'.'.·.:::: g~~~da~~::::::::: :::::· :::::: :::::: :::::: .::::: :::::: :::::: "4j" 
62 HUDSON ............... Hudson ........... Columbia.......... 10 .. . . .. . . .. .. . .. . . . .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . . 51 
63 BELFAST .............. Belfast ............ Allegany ....................................................... . 
64 SING SING ............. Sing Sing ......... Westchester....... 6 ..............•....... 1 •••••••••••••• 26 

~~ g~;~~~G::.~~~~·::: ~~~~~1:I~:~~:::::: g~~~~~~~::::::::: :::::: ~::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: ::::::\··~~ .. 
67 NORWICH .............. Norwich .......... Chenango ......... · 4 . . .... . .. .. . . . .. . . . .. .. . .. . . . . 1 21 
68 ITHACA ................ Ithaca ........... Tompkins......... 10 1 ................ ·.. . .. . . . . . .. . 20 



OFFICERS OF SUBORDINATE COUNCILS. 

COUNCIL. MASTERS. DEPUTY MASTERS. P. C. of the W. RECORDERS. 

-
1 COLUMBIAN ......... ...... John J. Kelly. Gilbert B. Wood. Joseph Baskerville. James Thos. Fellows. 
2 UNION .................... John S. King. Matthew Grieves. Joseph P. Smfcth. John F. Bald win. 
4 BnooKLYN ................ Geo. Z. Bretz. J. Waring Eames. Charles J. Ba dwin. H. W. Karn. 
7 ADELPHIC ............. .. Charles F. Emerson. P. Benjamin. John H. Colgate. Wm. B. Shove. 
8 EUREKA .................. C. F. G. Cunningham. Edgar J. Arnold. Frank W. Turk. Robt. P. Barnard. 
9 GENESEE ................ 

14 BLOSS ......... ' .......... A. B. King. W.R. Hyde. Jesse B. Anthony. Wm. Pettis. 
15 BRUCE ................... Charles Craig. Jason Collier. Perry Stowell. .John Hodge. 
16 SouTHl!:RN TrnR. .......... David S. Door. Samuel D. Wadham. Alden Derby. W. H. Brown. 
17 BUFFALO ................. John Briggs. Henry Waters. Hawley Klein. Stephen M. Evry. 
18 KlNG HIRA)I. ............. A. G. Wheeler. G. P. Roseboom. T. B. Barber. W. Woodruff. 
19 DORIC ..................... Henry M. Plant. Thomas Seed. Owen Williams. John Alexander. 
20 KEYSTONE ................. Darwin E. Morgan. John L. Brothers. James M. Henderson. Wm. M. Bennett. 
21 HUDSON RIVER ............ Howard Cockburn John P. Curtis. Andrew S. Schutt. J. Bostwick. 
22 DEWITT CLINTON. .. ... .John J. Martin. Wm. H. Whish. Henry C. Littlefield. .James E. Allanson. 
23 ONTARIO ................. Wm. P. Durrant. John T. Scoon. Wm. E. Hayes. Willard N. Smith. 
24 BINGHAMTON .... : ........ 0. W. Earle. Charles M. Brown. A. P. Kelsey. John D. Rohde. 
25 DUNKIRK .................. Elijah Harris. Erastus C. Williams. H. Partrid1te. Charles H. Harris. 
26 PALMYRA ............... ,. Timothy S. J acksen. Josiah J. White, Isaac F. Taber. E.W. Cumings. 
27 BATAVIA ................. . Jas. W. Showerman. Albert R. Warner. Horace M. Warren. Augustus N. Cowdin . 
28 UTICA .... ................. Thomas H. Floyd. Martin A. Lewis. Henry C. Welton. Daniel Perry. 
29 MOHAWK ........... ······· L. D. Sanborn. W. H. Aiken. Benjamin Covenfr. George Neil. 
30 OWEGO. ········· .... .. Geo. F. Benton. David M. Goodrich. George Truman, r. B. J. Davis. 
31 KING SOLQ)ION .... ...... Chas. Estabrook. John D. Mailler. James E. Horton. Chas. H. Halstead. 
32 CHAUTAUQUA ...... ...... 
33 OLEAN ................... 
34 WATERTOWN ...... ...... 
35 HORNELLSVILLE .......... John P. Fletcher. Robert D .. Jillson. Solomon Ossoski. Allen G. Howard. 



36 PENTALPHA ............... Chas. W. Brown. Chas. A. Thempson. Joseph L. Frame, Jr. Wm. L. Seamen. 37 CRYPTIC .................. Uhas. H. Sturgis. John L. Perry, Jr. George H. Gillis. Isaac Y. Ouderkirk. 38 . SENECA ................... Martin L. Edgett . Edwin C. Robbins. Ebenezer Ingalls. C. M. Woodward. 39 NORTHERN LIGHT ......... 
40 KONHOCTON ............... 0. West Lackey. W. H. Shepard. E. S. Smead. V. Brother. 41 GENESEE VALLEY ......... L. C. Skinner. H. D. Page. L. H. Brace. A. C. Scott. 42 CANAJOHARIE ............. 
43 TYRIAN ...... ····· ······. 44 ALANSON BROWN .......... 
45 OTSEGO ................... 
46 ZABUD .................... S. R. Lawrence. Samuel Wells. E. Doolittle. Robt. S. Atwell. 47 WADSWORTH .... ········· 48 WYOMING ................. 
49 FREDONIA,., .............. 
50 FULTON. ··············· .. 51 NORTHERN CONSTELLATION 
52 WASHINGTON .............. 
53 CORNING ................. -:r 54 DEERPARK ................ c.n 
55 PEEKSKILJ, ................ John Ombony. John Worthington. Robt. J. Post. Thos. J. Hodgkins, Jr. 56 AFTON .................... 
61 PORTAL ................... Mortimer H. Smith. Darius S. Dillingham. Edward Horne. G. H. Williamson. 62 HUDSON ............... Richard Kidney. Abram J. Gifford. Wm. H. W. Whiting. C. S. Champlin. 63 BELFAST .................. 
64 SING SING ... ...... .... .. Isaac B. Noxon . Robt. M. Lawrence. Isaac Terwilliger. Geo. Williamson. 65 CHENANGO VALLEY ....... Homer L. Smith. David Elsbre. W. H. Allfrey. Geo. W. Miller. 66 CANANDAIGUA ............. 
67 NORWICTI ................. Albert Beals. Isaac W. Baker. B. Gage Berry. C. L. Ferry. 68 ITHACA .................... J. M. Kimball. R. C. Christiance. J.C. Van Kirk. C. F. McWhorter. 



-
ADDRESS OF THE GRAND MASTERS AND GRAND RECORDERS 

OF THE SEVERAL GRAND COUNCILS. 

STATE. ORGAN- DATE OF GRAND MASTEll. ADDRESS. GRAND RECORDER. ADDRESS. 
IZED, LAST REPOitT. 

ALABAMA ---------------·------- 1838 Robert D. Webb. Livingstone. Daniel Sayre. Montgomery. 
ARKANSAS 1860 Oct. 24, 1874 J. A· Stinson. Jacksonville. L. E. Barber. Little Rock. 
CALIFORNIA·::::::::~==:~~=====:: 1859 W. T. Reynolds. San Francisco. Chas. L. \Viggan. San Francisco. 
Co~"'NECTICUT .•.. __ ---------- ____ 1819 John H. Barlow. Birmingham. J. K. Wbeeler. Hartford. 
FLORIDA _______ ------------ ____ .. 1858 W. H.Morill. Warrington. D. A. Oakley. Monticello. 
GEORGIA_.· .. _ .... _ ... ------ _____ 1825 Robert M. Smith. Athens. c. R. Armstrong. Macon. 
II.LINOIS - -- -- -- - - - - -- --- - -- - - - - - - 1853 Oct. 28, 1874 Wilbur F. Bromfield. Tuscalo. Jas. H. Miles. Chicago. 
INDIANA------------------------- 1855 Oct. 20, 1874 Lucien A. Foote. Crawfordsville. John M. Bramhall. Indianapolis. IOWA ____________________________ l857 Oct. 22, 1874 J. H. Seaton. Keokuk. W.B. Langridge. Muscatine. 
KANSAS .. __ --- . __ . _____ l867 Oct. 20, 1874 John H. Brown. Leavenworth. J. Lee Knight. •ropeka. 
KENTUCKY·-----------------==== 1827 Oct. 21, 1874 Henry Bostwick. Covington. Albert G Hodges. Louisville. --.:r 
LOUISIANA 1856 James RJ'l.. Opelousas. Gustav Sontag. New Orleans. OJ 
J\fAI:-;E ..... :::: ::: :: : : ::: :: :::: :: 1855 May-, 1875 Sumner . Boynton. Rockland. Ira Berry. Portland. 
MARYL.A.ND---------------------- 1874 Nov. 9, 1874 Geo. L. Mccahan. Baltimore. John T. Gorsuch. Baltimore. 
1\iAS8ACHUSETTS. ------·--- ------ 1826 Dec. 9, 1874 Hev. Thos. E. St. John. Worcester. John Haigh. Somerville. 
~IJCHIGAN ----------------------- 1858 Jan. 18, 1875 M. :Mansfield. Coldwater. G. B. Noble. Detroit. 
MINNESOTA .. ------ -- ------------ 1870 W. S. Combs. St. Paul. B. F. Wright. St. Paul. 
MISSOURI------------------------ 1864 Oct. 9, 1874 W.W. Garth. Columbia. Geo. Frank Gauley. St. Louis. 
J\hssISSIPPI -- - --- -- ---- ---- -- -- - - 1856 Feb. 6, 1875 Harvey W. Walter. Holly Springs. J. L. Power. Jackson. 
NEBRASKA.---------------------- 1872 Jan. 7, 1875 Chas. F. Goodman. Omaha. Wm. R. Bowen. Omaha. 
NmvBrtUNSWICK (CANADA)------ 1867 D. H. Munro. St. Johns, A. D. Goodwin. St. Johns. 
NEwHAMPSHIRE .. ------------ 1862 Mayl8, 1874 John A. Harris. Concord. ,Tos. W. Hildreth. Concord. 
NEW JERSEY-------------------- 1860 Jan.19, 1875 John S. Hartley. Paterson. Thos. J. Corson. Trenton. 
NEW YORK---------------------- 1809 John B. Sackett. Buffalo. Geo. Van Vliet. NewYork(Mas'ic Ilall) 
NORTH CAROLINA ________________ 1860 John Nichols. Raleigh. D. W. Bain. Raleigh. 
Omo 1839 Sept. 8, 1875 S. W. Courtright. Circleville. John D. Caldwell. Cincinnati. 

~;;~:i~~~~¥f ~~~)~ ~:: ~:: ~:::: ~ =: 1871 Aug. 25, 1874 Daniel Spry. Toronto. James B. Nixon. Toronto. 
1847 "'m. D. Spiking. Pitbburgh. 

RHODE ISLAND_------------------ 1860 JII'ch. 8, 1875 Albert H. Cushman. Providence. Walter Blodget. Providence. 
SOUTH CAUOLINA---- ------ ·----- 1860 Feb. 10, 1875 Wilmot G. De Saussure. Charleston. Alex. Lindstrom. Charleston. 
TENNESSEE--·---·---------------- 1847 Nov. 2, 1874 W.R Shaver. New Middleton. John Frizzell: Nashville. 
VERMONT .•••........••.... ·----- 1845 Edward 8. Dana. Cornwall. W. H. S. Whitcomb. Burlington. 
WISCONSIN···--------------· ...• 1857 Feb. 15, 1875 J. P. C. Cottrill. Milwaukee. John W. Woodhull. Berlin. 
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REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE 

GRAND COUNCIL OF ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS 
OF NEW YORK, 

NEAR OTHER GRAND BODIES • 

l\fAINE . . . . . . . . . . . . . Josiah H. Drummond .............. Portland. 
LOUISIANA ............... Rev. Thos. D. Lawson ............. Bastross. 
MICHIGAN ................ Rev. Levi H. Corson ................ Jonesville. 
NEW JERSEY ............. Marcus Higginbotham ............. Jersey City. 
CONNECTICUT ............ James s. Gould .................... Bridgeport. 
So UTH CAROLINA ........ Wilmot G. De Saussure ............ Charleston. 
NEW BRUNSWICK ......... D.R. Munro ....................... St. Johns. 
ONTARIO ................. Daniel Spry ....................... Toronto. 
ILLINOIS .............. ; .Jerome R. Gorin: ................. Mound City. 
MISSISSIPPI. .............. P. M. Savery, ...................•. Jackson. 
MISSOURI. ............... Geo. Frank Gouley ................ St. Louis. 

REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER GRAND COUNCILS 

NEAR THE GRAND COUNCIL OF NEW YORK. 

LOUISIANA ............... Seymour H. Stone ................. Syracuse. 
MAINE ................. G. Fred. Wiltsie ................... Newburgh. 
NEW BRUNSWICK......... do . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . do 
NEW JERSEY.... ... . .. . . do . .. . .. . .... .. .. .. .. do 
CONNECTICUT. . . . . . . . . . . . do . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . do 
PENNSYLVANIA........... do .. . .. . .. . .. .. . .. .. . do 
ONTARIO ................. James Mccredie ................... Buiialo. 
VERMONT ................ Charles Craig ...................... Lockport. 
CALIFORNIA .............. Charles Roome. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... New York. 
MISSOURI ............... John Sheville...................... do 
SouTH CAROLINA ......... John R. Wiltsie ................... Newburgh. 
ILLINOIS .................. Frank L. Stowell ................... Olean. 



OFFICERS OF GRAND COUNCIL. 

Elected September 15, 1875. 

M.'.I. ·.JOHN B. SACKETT, of BUFFALO .......... Grand Master. 
R. ·.I.-. GEO. M. OSGOODBY, of NUNDA ........... Dep. Grand Master. 
" " CHARLES W. BROWN, of FLUSHING ....... Grand P. C. of the W. 
" " DAVID B. HOWELL, of NEW YoRK.... ... . " Treasurer. 
" " GEO. VAN VLIET, of NEW YORK.......... " Recorder. 
" " A. B. KING, of TROY....................... " C. of G. 
" " JOHN F. BALDWIN, of NEW YORK......... " C. of C. 
" " and REV. JOHN G. WEBSTER, of PALMYRA " Chaplain. 
" " P. VERHOEVEN, of NEW YoRK....... . . . " Marshal. 

" THOS. H. FLOYD, of UTICA............... " Steward. 
" JOHNSON FOUNTAIN, of NEW YoRK.... " Sentinel. 

R. ·.I.·. JOHN J. MARTIN, of ALBANY............. " Lecturer. 

Grand Master's address-Buffalo, New York. 

" Recorder's " Masonic Hall, 6th Ave. & 23d St., New York City. 
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