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PRESENT. 

M.".Ill.·. THOMAS GLIDDON ...•........................ GRAND MASTEit. 
R. ·.Ill.·. JOHN w. COBURN ................... GltAND DEPUTY MAS'l'EU. 
R. ·.Ill.·. JOHN L. BROTHERS........... . . . . . . . .. GRAND P. C. O~' W. 
R. ·.Ill.·. JOHN F. BALDWIN ................... .. 
R. ·.Ill.·. GEO. VAN VLIET ........................ . 
R. ·.Ill.·. RALPH C. CHRISTIANCE ............ . 
R·.lll.·. PORTE L. HINMAN ....................... . 
R ·.Ill.·. ALEX. B. KING ......................... . 
R ·.Ill.·. R1"v. JOHN G. WEBSTER. .. · .............. . 
R ·.Ill.·. JOHN N. MACOMB, J1t... . ............... . 
R·.111.·. WILLIAM DOWNES ...................... . 
Ill.·. JOHN HOO LE .................................. . 

rritmASUUKH. 

Il!WOitDEll. 
C. OF 'l'IIE Cl. 
C. OF 'l'IIEC. 

MAitSIIAl •. 
CIIAPJ,Af]i. 
LEC'l'OlU"11. 
S·r10WAitD. 
SENTINEL. 

Together with the Represcntati ves 0f the following Councils : 

COLUMBIAN .............. No. 1 
UNION .................... "· 2 
BROOKLYN ............ " 4 
ADELPHIC.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 7 
BLOSS .................... " 14 
BRUCE .. : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 15 
SOUTHERN TIER ........ " 16 
BUFFALO ................. " 17 
DORIC .................... " 19 
KEYSTONE ............... " 20 
DEWITT CLINTON. . . . . . . " 22 
ONTARIO ................. " 23 

DUNKIHK ............... No. 25 
PAL~iYRA .............. ·• 26 
UTICA .... ............... '' 28 
OLEAN ................. " 33 
CORNING. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . " 53 
PEEKSKILL . . . . . . . . . . . . . '' 55 
HUDSON............... " 62 
SING SING .............. " 64 
l'fHACA . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . " 68 
ADDISON. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . " 69 
NEPPERHAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . " 70 
ALPH-OMEGA ............ " 71 

And permanent members as follows: 

M. ·.Ill.·. JOHN HOOLE. .................................... PAS'l' 0. M. 
M.'·.IU. ·.JOHN D. WILLIAMS ............................. . 
M. ·.Ill.·. G. FHED. WILTSIE ....................... . 
i\1. ·.Ill.·. GEO. M. OSGOODBY ........................ . 
ivl. :_m,.. CHAS. W. BROWN ..................... . 
,\L -.Ill.·. JOHN J. MAH'l'IN ........... . 
R. ·.Ill.-. P. M. W. VElUIOEVJ~N ...................... P. 0. C. o~· 'l'llE_ C. 
H. ·.Ill.·. A. E. LEACH. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . " STl"WARD. 
R. ·.Ill.·. JOHN B. HAHRIS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " T1t~JASUHER. 

T. ·.Ill.·. M.A. LEWIS........................... . ........... P. 'l'. I. M. 

--------------. - -· ----------------
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With Representatives from the following Grand Councils : 

ALABAMA, 
CONNEC'l'ICUT, 
ENGLAND, WALES, &c., 
FLORIDA, 
GEORGIA, 
INDIANA, 
KANSAS, 
KENTUCKY, 
LOUISIANA, 
MAINE, 
MASSACHUSETTS, 
MICHIGAN, 

MISSOURI, 
MINNESOTA, 
MARYLAND, 
NEW HAMPSHIHE, 
NEW BRUNSWICK, CAN., 
NEW JEHSEY, 
OHIO, 
ONTARIO, CAN., 
PENNSYLVANIA, 
RHODE ISLAND, 
'l'ENNESSEE, 
VERMON'l'. 

The Grand Coui1cil was opened in ample form, and with prayer 
by Rev. Comp. JonN G. WEBSTER. 

On motion, all Companions Select Masters in good standing were 
invited to seats, as visitors, during this Annual Assembly of the 
Grand Council, except at sucl1 times as prohibited by the Consti
tution. 

On motion, the reading of the Minutes of the previous Assembly 
was dispensed with (printed copies be~ng in the hands of the Hep
resen ta ti ves.) 

l\f. ·.I.·. THO.\IAS GLIDDON, Grand Master, then delivered the 
following 

ADDRESS. 
ILLUSTmous CmrPANIONs OJ<' 'l'IIE GnAND CouNCIL OJ<' THE S·rATE 01, NEW 

YonK: 

When we met in this place one year ago, several matters of considerable im
portance to the welfare of Cryptic Masonry in this jurisdiction were discussed, 
but some of these, according to usage, were consigned for final action to the 
deliberations of this Annual Assembly. It will not be amiss for rue to call 
your especial attention to these questions, as they are of vital moment, requir
ing a modification of the Constitution of this Grand Council. 

'l'he first in importance, in my judgment, will be the reyort of the Illustrious 
Companions on the 1"f8ob!e, " That a Committee of t.hree be appointed for the 
vurpose of compiling our Constitution, said Committee to report at our next 

0 
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Annual Assembly." Comps. VAN VLIE'l', SHERER and EIILERS were no.mi
nated as such Committee. Doubtless they will make a thorough and exhaustive 
report, and at the proper time I will ask your most careful attention to its·con
sideration. 

One of the changes refers to repealing the restrictive clause of the Constitu
tion adopted at the Annual Assembly of 1880, whereby the Past Masters of our 
subordinate Councils were denied the privilege of permanent membership in 
this Grand Council, while all who had served as T. ·.I. ·.M:·. prior to January 
1st, 1881, were confirmed in this inestimable privilege as a Constitutional right. 

The Special Committee on this subject reported an amendment to Sec
tion 1 of Article I. of the Constitution to carry out my recommendation, which 
of course will please me very much to have the Grand Council give its unan
imous consent. 

The proposition is again renewed to take from the Grand Master the prerog
ative of making "Royal and Select Masters at sight in a Council." I continue 
of the opinion I expressed last year, " that I would be pleased to see the clause 
stricken out of the Constitution." 

Still another Constitutional amendment is pending, on the motion of R. ·.I.·. 
CflrnP· MACOMB, to 

Amend Section 11 of Article I. of the Constitution, by striking out the first 
two linf;)s of that section, and insert in lieu thereof the following : "The Grand 
Council shall hold its Annual Assembly on the second Wednesday of April, and 
shall open at 10 o'clock in the morning at such place as the Grand Council shall 
appoint, or, in case of its failure to appoint, at such place as the Grand Master 
shall designate." 

I submit th~s raµical proposition to you without comment. 

OFFICIAL VISI'l'fNG. 

On the 7th day of October last I issued the following circular : 

OFFICE 01< 'l'IIE GltAND MAS'l'Elt OF 

ROYAL AND SELECT MAST~R MASONS 

01!' 'l'llE S'l'A'l'E 0~' NEW YORK. 

Rocrrns•r1m, N. Y., Oct. 7th, A. Dep., 2884. 

RIGll'l' ILLUSTRIOUS CQ"l1PANIONS : 

In accordance with the custom of this Grand Council, I have made a list of 
Councils for each of the Grand Officers to visit in an official capacity during the 
current year ; and I do hereby fraternally suggest that great importance to all 
our subordinate bodies and the Grand Council iJ,ttaches to these visitaHons, 
hence the ferYent hope on my part that the 'L'hdce Illustrious Masters of the 
assigned Councils will make full preparation for and welcome the Grand Visitor 
to their S. '. V. '. B,t the most convenient time for the success of the object to be 
obtained. "By faithful, zealous work," said OsoooDJJY, "we can make this 
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year a memorable one in the history Of this Grand Masonic jiirisdiction," but 
remember that it will require that each Companion of the Cryptic Rite do his. 
duty, and do it promptly and well. 

R. ·.Ill. ·.Comp. JOHN W. COBURN, G. D. M. 
No. 4, BROOKT,YN .................. Brooklyn. 
No. 31, KING SOJ,OMON ............. Poughkeepsie. 
No. 36, PENTALPIIA ..... ' ........... Flushing. 
No. 55, PEEKSKJJ,J, ................ Peekskill. 

R. ·.III.·.Comp. JOHN L. BROTHERS, G. P. C. of W. 
No. 15, BRUCE ..........•......... Lockport. 
No. 25, DUNKIBK .................. Dunkirk. 
No. 33, OLEAN ...................... Olean. 
No. 71, A.J,rn-OMEGA ................ Albion. 

R. ·.III.·. Comp. R. C. CHRISTIANCE, G. C. of G. 
No. 14,"B1,oss ...................... Troy. 
N 0. 16, SOUTHERN Trnn ............ Elmira. 
No. 19, DORIC ...................... Rochester. 
No. ·20, KRYSTONR ................. Buffalo. 

R. ·.Ill. ·.Comp. P. L. HINMAN, G. C. of C. 
No. 23, ONTARIO ................... Penn Yan. 
No. 26, PALMYR.A ................. Palmyra. 
No. 3.'i, HORNET.LSVTJ,J,R_ ............. Hornellsville. 
No. 40, KONHOC'l'ON ............... Bath. 

R.·.Ill.'.Comp. ALEX. B. KIN<:t, G. M. 

No. 7, ADELPHIC .................. New York. 
No. 22, DEWITT Cr,rNTON ........... Albany. 
No. 28, UTICA .................... Utica. 
No. 70, NRPPRRHAN ................ Yonkers. 

R.. ·.Ill. ·.Comp. WILLIAM DOWNES, G. S. 
No. 1, COLUMBIAN ................ New York. 
No. 2, UNION ...................... New York. 
No. 64, SING SrnG . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sing Sing. 

R. ·.III. ·.Comp. JOHN N. MACOMB, J1t., G. L. 
No. 17, BuFFAT,o ..•............... Buffalo. 
No. 53, CORNING ................... Corning. 
No. 68, ITrrACA..... . ........... lthaca. 
No. 69. ADDISON .................. Addison. 

Again, the GRAND MASTER tendel's to his associate Grand Officers his as
surances of assistance and personal presence in making any of the visitations in 
the above list. 

Attest: 
Fraternally yours, 

GEO. VAN VLIET, 
Grand Recorder. 

THOMAS GLIDDON, 
Gr. Master. 
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Irr company with one or more of our associate Grand Officers, I have during 
. the year visited • 

BRUCE COUNCTL .............. No. 15 ............. at Lockport. 
Ar,pu-O~mGA C01rncn ........ No. 71 ............. at Albion. 
BLOSS " ........ No. 14 ............. at Troy. 
ITHACA ........ No. 68 .............. at Ithaca. 
HODSON ........ No. (i2 .............. at Hudson. 
ADDISON ........ No. 69 .............. at Addison. 
PALMYHA ........ No. 2o .............. at Palmyra. 

Besides, I have been a constant attendant tupon the stated Assemblies of my 
own Council, 

Dome ........••............. No. 19 .............. at Rochester. 

Moreover, 1 have endeavored through correspondence to make arrangements 
to visit the Councils at Olean, Utica, Elmira and Buffalo. 'fhat I have been 
unsuccessful in fixing dates to visit the Companions in those places in an official 
capacity is a source of regret to me, for certainly whenever and wherever it has 
been my good fortune to assemble in the S. ·.V. ·.,I have uniformly been greet
ed with the utmost courtesy, and with that large-hearted hospitality for which 
the Companions of this jurisdiction are noted ; and it is gratifying to add that 
I found "willing liearts and skilful hands carefully preserving and maintain
ing that arc of the grand Masonic circle which this order of Masonry repre
sents." 

My visit to the City of Hudson in M~rch last was especially satisfactory in its 
results. The Council which had been instituted in that city in 1872, and 
worked with some degree of enthusiasm for a few. years, had been permitted 
to wane and become dormant. A correspondence with Comp. WM. H. Scovn,L 
assured me that· this Council could be resuscitated. I lost no time in communi
cating with my associate Grand Officers, and, as a gratifying result, on Thurs
day evening, March 12th, with R. ·.I. ·.Comps. COJlURN, VAN V1,m•r, Cnms
'l'IAKCE and KING, and the kindly assistance of T. ·.I. ·.Comps. JOllK F. SHAFER 
and JorrN A. DAVIS, an emergent Grand Council set the. machinery in motion 
to give the resident Companions of Hudson an opportunity for an election of 
officers. 'fhis being concluded, the same were duly installed by the Grand 
Master and his staff. 'l'he Assembly of Hudson Council, No. 62, R. ·. and 
S. ·.M. -., was thus legalized as once more a constituent of this Grand Council. 
On the invitation of 'I.'. ·.I. ·.Comp. lIENUY Kuwrs, the pleasant task of induct
ing into the mysteries of our favorite Crytic Hite five neophites was entrusted 
to T. ·.Ill. ·.Comp. SnAFEll and his associate Cornpanions of Bloss Council, 
No. 14. ·with rare felicity they interpreted the Hitual, and I am sure made a 
deep and lasting impression on the candidates. Comp. DAVIS, of De Witt Clin
ton Council, No. 22, cheerfully rendered efficient service during the impressive 
ceremonies. 

I!AllMON Y. ' 

The main object of my visit to Addison Council, No. 69, was to endeavor to 

'------------------- ____________________ , 
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smooth the elements of discord that had at least. prevented the Companions in 
that village from working together in harmony for several months. My visit 
was socially a suc~ess, and I am led to believe from correspondence and'conv11r
sation with T. ·.I. ·.Comp; Rev. E. C. COWAN, that a far better feeling prevails 
in Addison than heretofore. 

An interesting paper was submitted to me from Bruce Council, No. 15, at 
Lockport, touching the course of events under the incumbency of the lamented 
JAsON Cor,1,rnn as T.,-.1. ·.M. ·. After a careful examination of the statements 
and alleged irregularities, I wrote thr,t the matter complained of was not serious) 
or vital, and that I "did not conceive it in any way for the benefit of Cryptic Ma
sonry to be technical or captious over the alleged error of one who was held in 
the highest esteem among the S. ·.M. ·. of the State of New York." 'fwo weeks 
later I proceeded to Lockport and installed 'l'.·.I. ·.Comp. Jorrn HODGE and his 
associate officers. On this occasicn it was quite evident to me that no elements 
of discord were the:'.! lurking around. On the contrary, the Assembly was very 
numerously attended, and the utmost harmony prevailed. 

'l'hese two incidents offer no subject for deliberation in this Grand Council, 
but they are nevertheless worthy of notice in this Address as showing the exi
gencies that may _arise for the counsel and advice of the Grand Master. 

DlSPENSA'l'IONS. 

Did ever a year pass without a call upon the Grand Master for a dispensation 
to hold an election and installation of officers out of time? Probably not ; so 
this Address would not be complete if I failed to 1announce that on the 18th of 
February, 1885, I granted a dispensation to Hornellsville Council, No. 35; to 
install the officers elect at an early date. I also gave consent by dispensation 
to Utica Council, No. 28, to install officers at a later date than prescribed by 
law. 

PEN'l'AJ,PIIA AND UTICA. 

While I am glad to be able to report a fair degree of prosperity attending the 
workings of most of our subordinate Councils, there are a few exceptions which 
I must note for your information. 

I learn from our Grand Deputy Master, R. ·.I. ·.Comp. Couurrn, that the mat
ter of a contemplated change of location of Pentalpha Council, No. 36, at Flush
ing, which was 1'13ferred to him with power to act, could not be satisfactorily 
consummated. 'fhe Companions of that Counc;il ha<;l voted, to surrender tl;uiir 
charter, but he had fondly hoped that with a change of locatb!l, a!Jd wtth a 
different set of Companions to havo it in custody, the same charter Wol!}d h;we 
done service for many years in the future. In this laudable effort he )Vas fn1s
trated, and therefore accepted the document, and placed it in our arclii ves. I:[e _ 
reconnnencls, however, that this Grand Council now cancel the indebted!less of. 
unpaid dues by Pentatpha Council. 

Utica Council, No. 28, has been unfortunate for two or three years pl\st, bu,t 
comes to this Annual Assembly well represented, and we c01;ifidently believe 
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with brighter prospects ahead. T. ·.I. ·.Uornp. Fms11rn has laid before me an 
earnest request that this Grand Council consider their situation, mid vote for 
the remission of their dues-that should have been paid last .,ear. I cordially 
commend this case as worthy of attention, and ho~Je the 0 rand Council will 
comply with their petition. 

VISI'rS 'l'O NEW JEHSlcY AND VEl\MONT. 

About the middle of January, in comp~.ny with R ·.IlL ·.Comps. ConuuN, 
CmuSTIANCrn and HnrnAN, I visited the Grand Council of Ne\v, Jeniey, then in 
Annual Assembly convened at Trenton. It is nee1lless to a1ld that we were 
very cordially received by the Grand Master and his associate Companions of 
our sister jul'isdiction of R ·. and S. ·.M. ·. 

On the 9th day of Jane last, on the courteous invitation of M.·.I.·.Uomp. 
W. U. S. WIIITCOMll, Comp. C111t1sTrANUE and myself attended the Annual 
Assembly of the Grand Council of Vermont, at Burlington. 'l'he kindly greet
ing and hearty welcome that we received from the Illustrious Companions of 
the Green Mountain State will not soon fade from my memory. 

GENERAL GHAND COUNCIL. 

It gives me pleasure to announce to my Companions that we have with us to
day the General Grand Master of the General Grand Cmmcil of R. ·. and S. ·.M. ·. 
of the United States of America, M. ·.P. ·.Comp. G1w. M. OSGOODBY. He re
ports the Cryptic Rite as prospering in all s~ctions of the country, and with great 
warmth and enthusiasm he refers to the recent accession of the infant Grand 
Council of Royal and Select Masters of Oregon as a constituent member of the 
august body over which he has the high honor to preside. On behalf of the 
jurisdiction of the State of New York, I welcome our Companions of Oregon to 
the number of those who desire to strengthen our companionship, and beg to 
assure them that we shall hope to greet them with the most fraternal gi·asp 
when the representatives of our beloved Hite meet in National Assembly in the 
City of Washington, one year from this date. And this induces me to add, 
that I look forward to that Grand Assembly as promising for us the most im
portant results in relation to our work in the S. ·. V. ·. 

GIUND 1mr1rns1rnTA'l'lVES. • 
After some unaccountable delay, our R. ·.I. ·.Comp. JOHN vV. CouunN re

ceived his commission as Hepresentative of the Grand Council of Alabama near 
this Grand Council, an appointment 1 annouuced at our la:;t Annual Assembly. 

Early in the spring I opened a correspondence with the Grand Master of H. ·. 
and S. ·.M. ·. in the State of Missouri, fraternally requesting an exchange of 
Hepresentatives. By mutual consent, we agreed upon our R ·.I." Com;-i. Jo11N 
L. BlW'rHEHS as their Hepresentative, and M. ·.I. '.Comp. NoAII M. GrvEN, of 
St. Louis, as our Representative. Both commissions were subsequently deliv
ered as an earnest of the friendly relations between the two jurisdictions. 

~. 
\_ 
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About the same time we effected an exchange with the ju,risdiction of Ken
tucky, the Grand Master naming M. ·.I. -.Comp. Wrr.T,IAM HYAN, of Louisville, 
and on my part the selection fell on our Illustrious Comp. EDWARD M. L. 
Em,1ms, of New York. 

It will be recalled that during our last Annual Assembly, M.-.P.-. GEO. M. 
OsGOODBY offered the following, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the M. -.I. ·.Grand Master elect is hereby requested to revise 
the list of Hepresentatives of other Grand Councils near this Grand Body, to 
the end that no Companion shall represent more than one Grand Council, and 
recommend similar action on the part of the other Grand Councils. 

In acc::irdance with this resolve and the vote of this Grand Council, I have 
endeavored to consummate this idea, but without success. I therefore leave it 
in your hands to take any further steps you deem necessary. 

NECHOLOGY. 

CmrrANTONS : The year now closing has been remarkably free from death 
among the shining lights of those "who have wrought their regular hours" in 
this grand jurisdiction. Only one demise-that of an old and venerable Com
panion of Columbian Council, No. 1-R -.Ill.·. Wrr.r.rAM J. SunRE, who re
ceived the .Council Degrees in 1856, served faithfully and well as Hecorder and 
T. -.I. -.M. ". of Columbian Council, was for a number of,years Grand Hecorder 
of the Grand Council, and on April 2d, 1885, at the ripe old age of eighty-three 
years, was called to enjoy the "rewards of a well-spent life." · 

lleyo::id the confines of our jurisdiction the hand of the Destroyer has worked 
his ravages, and a few of our Companion friends "have been gathered to the 
land of their fathers." To the sorrowing families and their former ~o-workers 
wc have the power of tendering words of sympathy and condolence. 
AL~'HED T. CIIAP~CAN once said : "In the ancient mysteries the vault was 

symbolic of death, where at last Divine truth was to be found. In the Secret 
Vault, therefore, we find·the deposit of truth, to fit and adorn us for the new 
Temple of Eternal Life." To this symbolism I turn your attention as my clos
ing words to this Grand Council. 

For two years I have labored with a determination to glorify the Cryptic Rite 
in this great jurisdiction. I have permitted no discourai;-ing outlook to cause 
my _enthusiasm to waver, and no apathy among the Companions to allow me to 
feel that I have labored in vain. '11\'hoever else might be lukewarm or disheart
ened, I have found one soul that was uniformly buoyed up by the profound 
truths taught in our Ritual, and who has always been willing to journey many 
miles to testify of l).is ·faith and assist you~ Grand Master. He is a (/ompanion 
worthy of your love and admiration, and I would be. false, indeed, to my con
victions of duty if I failed to pronounce this feeble eulogimn on R. -.I. -.Comp. 
C11ms'l'TANCE. He is eminently worthy of all the honors which has fallen to 
his lot in this Grand Council. Duty to the office he has held has always 
prompted him to be at the call of the Grand Master, and no matter how wearic 
some the journey, he was sure to be at my side when called upon to assist in 
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aily work for the furthering of the interests or the encouragement of the Com
panions of our beloved Rite. Let me not be misunderstood : while I have 
deemed Comp. Cmus·r1ANCE worthy of this personal allusion, my other associ
ate Grand Officers are also entitled to my earnest commendation for the manner 
in which they have performed the several duties assigned them. Moreover, for 
their willing assistance and uniform courtesy, they wiil please accept my most 
·cordial thanks. The Grand Lecturer, R.. -.I. ·.Comp. MAcmrn, notwithstanding 
his long absence from the jurisdiction, has not been neglectful in the ieast in 
giving of his profound learning and correct ritualistic knowledge whenever his 
services have been requested. To hiin the Coiripaniohs of the entire jurisdiction 
are under deep obligations for his cheerful imparting of the standard work of 
the degrees under our immediate control. 

The reports from my associate Grand Officers are of the most encouraging 
character. They have all been assiduous in their efforts to make the official 
visitations according to assignment, and my information from the several sub
ordinate Councils assures me that these visits have been productive of lasting 
good to the Rite which it is our especial privilege to propagate throughout the 
Empire State. 

CONCLUSION. 

Two years of service as Grand Master, and several years of preceding service in 
this Grahd Council, has profoundly impressed me with the earnesi work that cah 
be done by a Grand Officer in this jurisdiction in preserving the symbols and cer
monies of Cryptic Masonry. We go into the S.-. V. ·.because of the conviction that 
in that dark recess we have a labor to perform that we, or only S;lCh as we, can 
accomplish. Close it, and it may be truly said that we have allowed a light to 
l.re extinguished for which it would ue difficult fot us to give a reasonable ex
cuse. Companions, if we continue to work with unwavering assiduity, the 
Ninth Arch will be kept open for our deposits, and we will be aule to sing, 
"Joy, joy to the world, the sacred word is found." 'l'his is a duty we owe to 
ourselves, and the ardent disciples of the symbolism and ceremonies of the 
grades of Royal and Select Masters admonish not to falter when every thing 
looks so bright around us. 

And no\v my task is done. I surrender the emulem of authority, thankbg 
you for the honors you have conferred. The Companions of the State I shall 
ever hold in grateful remembrance for the numerous courtesies I have received 
at their hands. The many seasons of sweet companionship it has been my 
good fortune to enjoy will serve as a strong incentive to keep me steadfast in 
loyalty and attachment to this Grand Council, and though I shall Iio longer be 
in authority, I shall continue to este.em it a p1ivilege to hi.ingle with those who 
have devotedly lauored with ine for the popularizing of the symbolism and cer
emonies of Cryptic Masonry. 

On motion, theaddress was referreu foi· suli-divisioh and refer
ence of its several parts to appropriate Committees, to Oompnnions 

GEO. McGOWN, GEO. A. NEWELL, JOHN F. SHAFER. 
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'rhe Grand Treasurer presented tho following as his Annual He
port, which was, on motion, received nnd rofoi·1·od to tho Commit
tee on Finance, when appointed : 

-To TIIE M. ·.P. ·.GRAND COUNCIL OF R ·. AND s. ·.M. ·.'s OF T1IE 
S'rA'l'E Ol!' NEw Y01rn:: · · 

Your Grand Treasurer presents the following as his Annual Heport: 

JtECETI"l'S. 

Balance on hand, as per last Heport............................... $157 21 
Received from the Grand Hecorder ...... · .......................... 1,043 50 

msnuirnEMENTS. 
Warrant 533 Grand. Hecorder's Salary and Expenses ...... $2611 41 

" 5il4 " Master's Expenses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 00 
53.'i Chairman Committee on For. Cor. . . . . . . . . . . 50 UO 
536 Grand Sentinel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 50 
537 Room and Safe i·ent........................ 20 00 
538 Printing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (i 25 
589 " Proceedings 1884 ................... 200 00 
540 Pay of Hepresentatives. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 866 38 

$1,200 71 

$920 49 
---·- ----·--

Balance on hand. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $280 22 

Respectfully submitted, 

NEW Yom.:, &pt. 8, 1885. JOHN F. BALDWIN, Grnnd 1'rea«u,.er . 

Tho Grand Hocordor presented tho following as his Annual Ho
port, which was, on motion, received and roforrod to tho Commit
tee on Finance: 

To THE l\I. ·.P. ·.GHAND COUNCIL OF R. ·. AND S.·.:M. ·.'s OF THE 
STATB o~· N!Cw YoHK: 

The receipts of the Grand Council for the current year have been as follows : 
For dues, as acknowledged in printed Proccedingsof Annual Assem. . 

bly, held Sept. 9, 1884..... . .......................... $1,04;) 50 
I have entered in the Grar.d Council Registry to the pres-

ent time the names of ............... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,890 Companions. 
among whom the following changes have occurrnd : 

Suspended for non-payment of dues ......... 750 
Died.................................... 247 
Demitted .................................. 2o7 
Expelled ............................. , . . . (i 1,210 

Leaving a registeted membership in good standing of ....... 2,680 C01i1panions. 

Hespectfully submitted, 
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On motion, it was decided that when this morning's session ncl
jonrns, it do so nntil one o'clock this P. M., and that the after
noon's session be continnccl nntil all the bnsincss of this Annnal 
Assembly is concluded. 

On motion, the election of officers was made a special order for 
thrcr o'clock thi8 afternoon. 

The Gnmd Master appointed the following Committees: 

On Credentials and Return.•. 

GEO. VAN VLIET, A. B. WOOD, E. A. lWCKWOOD. 

On 1Vai"1'ant., and Di.<pensations. 

WILLIAM DOWNES, J. HOLLY PLATT, J. M. TOMPKINS. 

On Cm1.<til1ttion a11d Ry-lmn.•. 

GEO. M. OSGOODBY, JOHN J. MARTIN, J. N. MACOMB, Jn. 

On F'inm1 ce and A cconrds. 

JOHN W. COBURN, ALEX. B. KING, GEO. E. PRIEST. 

On l'11fini.•hed /Jusi11ess. 

CONRAD WEHNES, C. S. HANKS. W. M. SMITH. 

Ou /'i·aternal Dead. 

HEv. JOHN G. WEBSTER, B. S. FJUSBIE, HEv. E. C. COW AN. 

lVI.·.IlJ.·.OEo. M. O:>GOODIJY, from the Committee 011 Forcig11 
Correspondence, prescn tc·cl the report of said Com rn it.tee as fol lows, 
which was, on motion, received ant! onlercu printed with the prn
cecdings : 

To nrn M. ·.P. ·.GHAND CouNcn, 01• H.. ·. AND S. ·.M. ·.'s OF Tirn 
t:>·rATE o~· Nrnw Yo1m: 

Your Committee on Foreign Correspondence would most respectfully report, 
that they have been out foraging in the Jines of friends, and also have been 
skirmishing in the camps of those whom they would most gladly hail as beloved 
Companions, but who have joined themselves unto strange ernls, and u11to an 
idolatry of their own choosing, which the obligations we have taken prohibit 
us from serving. We have found levied contributio:is, and taken into posses
sion a large quantity of provisions and forage, which we have succeeded in 
safely conveying into the walls of our 'l'emple-sufficient to provide for the 

'·) 
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wants of such of our Craftsmen as will be content with choice tid-bits selected 
from the rich stores and garneries that we have been privileged to abstmct from. 
We have in all explored the treasuries of thirty-six Bodies, and present the 
same to you, believing that from the whole some benefit may be derived by 
each of us. 

Upon the whole, we find much to encourage us to persevere in our labors, 
much to rejoice at, much to build upon, and but littie to dishearten us. We 
are able to say that in the corps of Masonic Heviewers whose brightest jewels 
ha,·e been given to the fraternity in this chosen field of labor, there are gems 
of wisdom set in royal workmanshil) and in most exquisite skill, surrounded 
wit~1 pure gold, and worthy of your earnest consideration. 'v\' e have put these 
brilliants in a plain surrounding of simple background, that, perchance, their 
beaucies may be the better seen and appreciated from contrast. 

We have reported to you upon every Body whose proceedings have come to 
our hands; where we )1ave not received them we have written to our Grand 
Hecorder for.those missing, and are under obligations to him for his labors in 
endeavoring to supply our wants. vVe have also sent to the dilierent jurisdic
tions for missing copies, occasionally with success, but frequently without re
ceiving any return. Such as Wt! have, give we unto you. vVe first present 
you with the 

GENEHAL GRAND COUNCIL o~· THE UNITED STATES, under which we present 
the following : · 

AHIZONA ..................... 1885 INDIAN TEltltl'l'OltY ........... 1885 
lJISTJUCT OF COLU)fB!A ....... 1885 NEW M!CXJCO ................. 1885 

We also, under this head, present interesting items in relation to the Cryptic 
Hite at large. Next in order we present the ::ltates alphabetically arranged: · 

AI,ABA)!A. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1884 MASSACHUSETTS .............. 1884 
AHKANSAS . . . .. . ............ 1884 MIClllGAN .................... 1885 
CALIFOHNIA ................ 1884-5 .MINNESOTA........... . ..... 1884 
CANADA.. . . . . . . . . ........... 1885 MISSISSIPPI ................ 1885 
CONNECTIUUT ................. 188~ M1ssoum . . .. . . .. . . . . ...... 1884 
ENGLAND AND WALE8 ....... 1885 NEW HAMI'Sllll!E. . . . . . . . . . . .1884 
FLOHIDA ..................... 1885 NEW JEHSEY ................ 1885 
GEOlWIA............. . .... 1885 NOitTJl CAlWLINA ............... 1H84 
lLI,lNOIS ..................... 1884 Omo........ . ........... 1884 
INDIANA ..................... 1884 OREGON ...................... 1885 
IOWA ........................ 1885 PENNSYLVANIA ............... lb85 
KANSAS ...................... 1885 RHODE ISLAND .... .' .......... !884 
K i<:NTUCK Y •••.•••••••••••.••• 1884 80U1'll CAHOLINA, ........... 1885 
LOUISIANA ................... 1885 TENNESSEE .................. 1885 
MAINIC ..................... 1884 VmrnoNT .................... 1884 
MAitYLAND ................... 1884 W ISCONSlN.. . ............... 1885 
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GENERAL GRAND COUNCIL. 

This Body is moving along in the even tenor of its way, advancing in strength 
and numbers. One new Ornnd Council added to its Mystic Circle during the 
past year-that of Ooegon, which we give in proper place with other Grand 
Councils. We refer to the different territory occupied by this body in its order 
as follows : 

ARIZONA. 

One difficulty has been in the way of granting a Dispensation for a Council 
in this Territory ; that is, the fact that a sufficient number of Companions have 
not !Jeen found near enough together to be able to meet together and fo11n a 
Council. We are promised, however, an early attempt to secure the organiza
tion of a Body there. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

There is in this District one Council chartered by the 0. ·.G. ·.C. ·.,located at 
Washington. It is in a good working condition, and doing reasonably well. 
The difficulty arising out of tlrn complications between the Grand Council of 
Massachusetts and Lafayette Council of Washington, which was chartered by 
such G. ·.C. ·., having been settled and harmoniously adjusted, there remains 
nothing in the way of a successful career for this Council. In the Correspond
ence Report of the Grand Chapter of this jurisdiction, M. ·.E. ·.Comp. LAUNER, 

speakir.g of the subject of "Merger," says: "The Mississippi plan remains in
tact in the place of its birth." He might have added, that it would not always 
so remain; that is, in all probability, it would not even survive there long. 

T. ·.I. ·.Jos1"PII MoCov, Master, \Vashington, D. C. 

INDIAN TERRITORY. 

Ok-la-ho-ma Council, U. ·.D. ·., located at A-to-ka, Choctaw Nation. Our 
lusty pappoose is still tiourishing and adding to its members, and from present 
prospects will present itself with a good showing of work for the consideration 
of the next G. ·.G. ·.C. ·.in application for a charter. 

'I'. ·.I. ·.J. S. Munnow, Master, A-to-ka. 

NEW MEXICO. 

'l'he condition of matters in this Territory is precisely the same of that in 
Arizona: While there are worthy Companions there who desire to have a 
Council instituted in their midst, they are so far from each other that they can
not unite in one place for its organization. 

When the next 'l'riennial Assembly is held, there will some plan he adopted, 
probably, whereby the wants of Companions in such Territories may be attended 
to, as well as of those Royal Arch Companions in such places who desire to re
ceive the Cryptic Degrees. 'l'his can be arranged in the wisdom of that Body 
in such a manner as to answer all necessary purposes, and supply all wants. 

'l'here will be much found under other States-as Iowa, Kentucky, Missis-
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sippi, Nebraska, North Carolina and Wisconsin-that might well have had 
consideration under the present heading, but we preferred to insert our com
ments upon these States under their respective names. We ask a careful read
ing under the names of these States. 

The success of the G. ·.G. ·.C. ·. has been far beyond the expectations of its 
most sanguine advocates. The interest in the Rite has been increased, a har
TI:tonious union effected between jurisdictions that were not in the closest com
munion, and the Rite is now assured beyond a question for all time to come. 
'Vith this result those who bore the burden of the long days of anxiety and 
labor must rest content. 

The next Triennial of the General Grand Council will be held at Washington 
on the 28th day of September, 1886, which is the date fixed for the next Tri
ennial of the General Grand Chapter of Hoyal Arch Masons of the United 
States. We bespeak for it a full attendance of. Representatives direct from all 
the Grand Councils of the different jurisdictions-not only its constituents, but 

. we would be pleased to meet and welcome Representative Masons from those 
Grand Councils holding to the faith, but wl\ich are not constituents of the Gen

. eral Grand Body. Come and visit us in force, and see our way of "doing 
things." 

ALABAMA-1884. 

The 47th Annual Assembly was held at Montgomery, December 1sf. M. ·.I.·. 
Wu,1,J.ur WAI.LACE McCOLLUllI, G. ·.M. ·.,presiding. 

The address was brief, and of a local character and application. The wisdom 
of the Companions who conceived and organized the General Grand Council is 
commended in noting that nearly all the Grand Councils that had surrendered 
their independent existence and been merged in the Chapters have been re
organized, and are now in a state of health that is far better than they enjoyed 
before that event occurred. 'l'he decease of a Companion who had for fifteen 
years guarded the portals of the different Grand Bodies of Alabama-JAMES 
DAVIDSON-is noted, and a suitable memorial adopted. The Heport on Corre
spondence is from our veteran Knight of the Quill, DANJEL SAYRE-brief, 
pithy, juicy, and set with jewels. We shall emulate his example in at least 
one respect this year; that is, shall be b?·ief, even if we have none other of the 
gems with which his report is adorned. · 

Our Representative Comp., BEN.J. T. PorE, was present and was greeted . 
The G. ·.M. ·. was re-elected (address, Briarfield), and Comp. SAYRE was re

elected G. ·.R. ·. 

AHKANSAS-1884. 

The 22d Annual Assembly was held at Little Hock, November 28th, M. ·.I.·· 
GEORGE TIIORNBUllGll presiding. 

His address shows one application for a new· Council, which was granted. 
Authority was conferred to heal all Hoyal and Select Masters made· in Chapters, 
and many applied to be and were healed.. Instead of wasting time over discus_ 
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sions, often !\Ccrimonious in their character, as to the necessity of the "healing" 
and how it should be done, our Arkansas Companions take hold of the matter 
in the right spirit, and procee•-J to put themselves in a position where no com
plaint can be urged against their regularity, as well as the good standing of 
their members. This course is to be commended all the more for the reason 
that it was an act concededly necessary in order to relieve those who disagreed 
with them originally upon the subject from the unpleasant a1ternative of refus
ing to recognize such membe1·s as being in good standing and not clandestinely 
made, which they would have been compelled to have done in order to remain 
consistent with the position heretofore assumed by those who believed that the 
merger of Council with Chapter was unmasonic and illegal. 

A most beautiful and touching reference, mostly poetical, is made to the death 
. of Judge ELnER'l' H. ENGLISH, whose departure to another existence our Fra
ternity have so much mourned. His life belonged, not alone to Arkansas, but 
to all the brotherhood. The writer cherished a warm attachment for Comp. 
ENGLISH from his first acquaintance with him, which grew in strength as time 
rolled on to the last sad ending of a life of unusual brightness, and which had 
been so fraught with good deeds to those with whom he came in contact need
ing a kindly word, or of assistance in ~heir struggles through the trials and 
sorrows of bearing the burdens imposed. Of broad, comprehensive views, a 
still broader charity, an accomplished jurist, not only in Masonic law, but in 
.the· laws.of the land of whose judiciary he was a bright and shining light, he 
endeared himself to all who came to know of his characteristics. In relation to 
him we can most appropriately quote the beautiful lines of ·Whittier : 

" If we drop our tears, 
We loved him as few men were ever loved ; 
We mourn no blighted hope or broken plan, 
With him whose life stood rounded and approved 
In the full growth and stature of a man." 

The Royal and Select Degrees were each conferred in Grand Council. Heso- , 
lutions were adopted to take the necessary steps to re-organize" all Councils 
whose Charters had not been forfeited. That all worthy (Does it mean Royal?) 
and Select Masters made in Councils appended to Chapters in the State be 
healed in such constitutional manner as the Grand Master might direct, and, 
when so healed, might apply for affiliation with such Councils as they might 
select ; that all Councils which do not re-organize and go to work and comply 
with the Constitution in making returns and paying their dues have their 
Charters revoked. All dues owing at the time of the consolidation with the 
Chapters were remitted, provided the Council so owing such dues promptly 
made returns and paid dues for the ensuing year. 
· 'fhe Proceedings are printed with those of the Grand Chapter, which shows 
that the action of the Grand Council has the approval of that body, and that 
they are working in harmony. 

M. ·.I. ·.JAMES M. HARKEY was elected G. ·.M. ·.(address not given). R. ·.I.·.· 
JAMES M. HENRY was re-elected G. ·.R. ·. · 

•• L 
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CALIFORNIA-1884. 

The 24th Annual Assembly was held April 10th, at San Francisco, M. ·.I.·. 
DAVID POTTEH BYSTLE, G. ·.M. ·., presiding. 

His address was excellent, but brief. 'l'he Body appears to be much more 
prosperous in. the Golden State than it has been for years, and to be making 
steady progress in the right direction ; has a good credit balance, and its officers 
are alive to the interests of the Rite. One· iiew Council instituted at Oakland. 

Comp. THOMAS H. CASWELI. made the report on Correspondence.- It is most 
ably prepared, and one of the best that we have had the pleasure of perusing. 
We would gladly quote liberally from it, but with the idea in our mind when 
we commenced this review that we would be brief, that an addition might be 
made to our fund for the re-printing of our earlier Proceedings, which are very 
ra1·ely to be found at this late day, we must refrain from so doing. 

Under Connecticut and New Jersey he expresses the hope of seeing them both 
come in as constituents of the G. ·.G. ·.Council. We would all like to see a har
monious whole, but as it is not the desire of these Bodies to unite at present, 
we must wait until they see things in the same light that the others do ; they 
understand that there is a standing invitation for them to come and be one of 
us, and that we would all be glad to welcome them. That must suffice as far 
as we are concerned. 

New York does not appear in this Report-why, we do not understand, unless 
our Proceedings failed to reach the golden sands of California-their's failed to 
reach us-and we are now reviewing upon a copy that we procured from a Com
panion in New.York City. 

Under Vermont, Comp. CASWELL gives us the astounding information.that 
he does not know what juleps, cocktails and whiskey-sours are, and at the risk 
of being charged with a desire to air our superior(?) knowledge by some who 
may be envious; we are inclined to give our light on the subject. The "juleps" 
spoken of is most probably a misprint for ''jalap," which is some kind of ''doctors' 
stuff;" a "cocktail" grows, we are informed by a poultry fancier, on the rear 
end of a rooster; and a "whisk-eys-ours" is some kind of a-a-a whisker 
growing below the eyes, and the person speaking of it probably intended to say 
he had such a whisker, and ungramatically remarked "whisk-eys-ours," mean
ing that it was his own, "ours ;" any way, we are informed that such things 
are occasionally to be found by earnest, persevering explorers in and about the 
ruins of Gotham, and if Comps. \Vurrco~w and CAswrnr,r. will call around 
some day when our folks are at home (the latch-string will be out), we will try 
and get EHLERS, COBUUN, VAN Vr,rnT, Uncles DAN or JOHN, or some other of 
the "oldest inhabitants," to look up some of those relics .for them ; we couldn't 
go out very well ourself, for they might weigh more than we could carry, and we 
know that the Companions we have named could carry their bel- backs full 
without inconvenience. As for us, "No, thanks, we have tried it"-jalap, we 
mean. 

In closing his report, Comp. CASWELI. says : 

"In surveying the field of Cryptic Masonry we find much to encourage and 
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enthuse its votaries, and very little to dishearten. We mourn the loss of 
North Carolina, who succumbed to a severe attack of Mississippi fever; but 
most of those attacked with it have fully recovered, are now either in robust 
health or rapidly convalescing. A little patience, energy and enthusiasm and 
the Cryptic Rite will be all rigl1t." 

M.·.I.·. GEORGE ALEXANDER McKENZIE was elected G.·.M.·., and R.".1,·. 
THOMAS H. CASWELL re-elected G. ·.R. ·. 

CALIFORNIA-1885. 

The Proceedings of this St.ate for this year are just at hand, and are gotten 
up in a very fine style typographically, and the contents are in as good taste as 
the book itself. 

The Assembly was held at San Francisco, April 30th, M. ·.I. ·.FRANKLIN H. 
DAY, as G. ·.M. ·., presiding. Seven Councils were represented. The address 
of the G. ".M. ·. was read by the presiding officer. It is quite brief and of local 
importance only. 'fhe Rite appears to be prospering finely. The degree of 
Super-Excellent Master was added to those to be hereafter conferred by this 
Body. 

The Report on Correspondence was prepared by. Comp. 'fno:.rAs H. CASWELT, 
in his usual able manner, and contains matters of great interest to the Rite 
wherever spread. It covers nineteen Bodies, including New York, which has 
favorable mention. 

Two hundred dollars was appropriated to defray the expenses of the Grand 
Master in visiting the Coupcils of the State. 

The Proceedings are full of interesting matters, and we should like much ·to 
give· more from the report of Comp. CASwEr,L, but we only received the Pro
ceedings half an hour before leaving for the Assembly of our own State. 

M. ·.I. '.FRANKLIN H. DAY, G. ·.M. ·., San Francisco. 'fIIO)IAS H. CASWELT,, 
G. ·.R. ·., same address. 

CANADA-1885. 

The 15th Annual Assembly was held at Hamilton, Ontario July 10th, M. ·.I.·. 
J. Ross .RonruwrsoN presiding. The address of the G. ·.M." is full of good 
things, and deserves more than a mere mention. He deservedly hit some of the 
''humorists" of our sister Grand Councils over their knuckles for their com
ments upon the titles of the Officers of the Grand Council of Canada; as all was 
in a joking way, no one will feel hurt in the warfare. The G.".M.". recom
mended that the control of the degrees of the Order .of Rome and Constantine 
and the Royal Ark Mariners should be resumed by a separate Body, and be 
struck out of the list of the degrees now under the control of the Grand Coun
cil, which was agreed to by the Committee to whom the subject was referred, 
and the recommendation was adopted by the Body. The Cryptic Rite seems to 
be fairly pr.osperons over the border, and its votaries appear to be endowed with 
life and a love for its teachings. With a working corps of energetic Officers, 
the future of the Rite canno~ but be prosperous. 
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The next Annual Assembly is to be held at Windsor, in July, 1886. Our 
Representative Comp. DANIEL SPRY was present and greeted as such. 

M. ·.I. ·.ROBERT RA)ISAY, of Barrie, Ontario, was elected G. ·.M. ·.,and Past 
G. ·.M. ·. J. Ross RommTSON, G. ·.R. ·.,address Toronto, Ontario. 

CONNECTICUT-18H5. 

A Special Assembly of this Grand Council was held at New Haven, May 11th, 
at ten o'clock, A. M., and the regular Annual Assembly was convened at two 
o'clock, P.M. of the same day, M.·.I.·.ALEX. B. SrrmIWAY, G.·.M.·., presiding. 

His address and the reports of the Officers required to report their official acts 
exhibits an activity upon their part worthy of commendation and also of imitation 
in some other jurisdictions, and evinces a lively interest in the advancement of 
the Rite on their part ; but as the address and reports are local in their charac
ter, we refrain from quotations. Every Council in the jurisdiction was repre
sented and made its returns-sure evideuce of life aud strength. A Council of 
Super-Excellent Masters was opened, and that degree was conferred in the 
orthodox manner. 

The Correspondence Report is from the pen (and scissors) of the veteran, 'V)I. 
W ALI.ACE Lm<:, who not only has a will of his own, but most positive ideas 
upon the eternal fitness of things in general, but also of some things in partic
ular. However, we think he sort o' begs the question in his attempted answer 
to our query of a year ago. We asked him : 

"Do you recognize a colored man-i. e., an African, born a slave, by fortunate 
circumstances made free-as a Mason, because he has received so-called degrees 
in a clandestine colored lodge?" 

To which he made answer: 

"I recognize the Declaration of Independence in its fullest extent ; conse
quently hold that no one is born a slave; he is made a slave after his birth by 
usurpation and force, just as if OscwomlY, being some eight or ten inches taller 
than I am, and proportionally stronger and larger, should seize upon me and 
compel me to do his bidding without reward or compensation. I have never found 
in any old Colonial records any law by which slavery was established, although 
I have found where the method of electing officers was by using white and 
black beans as ballots. I believe in my inmost soul that all men are free. My 
ancestors gave willing service in the army of the Hevolution to sustain that 
idea ; my brothers died on the field of battle to re-affirm it ; I think the word 
'freeborn' applies to all . 

"2d. I know no color line in Masonry or anywhere else ; but I suppose after 
all our experience there are some who still cling to it, and will until they die
perhaps longer. 

"I hold no lodge to be clandestine when duly chartered by competent 
authority." 

Our question asks, Whether one born a slaYe, afterwards made free, who has 
secured so-called degrees in a clandestine lodge is recognized by Companion LEE 
as a Mason. It is a suppositions question. 

1st. 'Ve take the subject a slave. 
2d. He becomes free after birth. 
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' 3d. He gets "degrees" in a clandestine lodge. 
4th. We ask, do you recognize him as a Mason? 
The answer begs the question. He don't recognize, first, that there ever was 

or could be a slave, although we read of them as "bondmen" in an ·ancient 
book. He'doesn't recognize any color line, and finally he seems to imply that 
the clandestine lodge referred to in the question cannot exist. What will be
come of our ancient "landmarks" if these ideas are to prevail ? We appreciate 
the "progressive et1chre" there is iu his position ; that is, his ideas are pro
gressive, but who gets euchred in the finale? Let some of our brothers of tl~e 
quill answer. 

Under "Maine" we give further information about "Connecticut." 
M. ·.I. ·.JOB 1''. SrnAMAN, of East Killingly, elected G. ·.M. ·.,and R. )· ·.Josm.'H 

K. W1rnrni,1m, of Hartford, re-elected G. ·.H. ·. 

ENGLAND AND W ALES-1884. 

Our information in regard to this Grand Council is meagre. 'fhe Annual 
Assembly was held in October last, and we were promised that a report of it 
would be sent us, but which we have not received. We but echo the wish of 
our sister Grand Councils when we say that the publishing annually of its Pro
ceedings would be a high gratification to us all. Why not do it? The expense 
is but trifling, and its work should go on record, so that we might all enjoy the 
privilege of knowing what is done over the great waters. 

From private sources we learn that there are eleven Council.s working within 
this jurisdiction. 'l'he progress of the Rite has been like all things in staid Old 
England-slow but sure. Its ultimate prosperity is assured from the fact that 
all so far who have entered the Crypt express themselves as pleased with the 
Rite, and a continual inquiry is being made by other branches of the fraternity 
in relation to it, and its Officers are of the best Masons in the Kingdom. Its 
Proceedings should be l.>rinted. Companions of Grand Masters' Council No. 1, 
"Cast your bread upon the waters," &c. 

M.·.I.·.Rev. G. R. POlt'l'AL, G.·.M.·., and R.·.I.·.C. F. MATt'l'IN, P.·.G.·.M.·., 
address, No. 8 Red Lion Square, High Holborn, London, \¥. C., England. 

FLORIDA-1885. 

The Annual Assembly was held as usual (the date we have not at hand), 
M. ·.I. ·.GEORGE S. HALL~IAHK, G. -.M. ·., presiding. 

His address is a beautiful piece of work, and we would be only too well 
pleased to copy it in full, but we cannot do so this year. Understanding that 
there had been extra sentinels placed on guard this year, it was a little more 
difficult to get our Telephone in a good position for hearing all their Proceed
ings, but we caught on to most of what was said and done. It would be well 
for our Companions down there to understand that they can't hide their light 
under a bushel any longer ; that "there's a chiel amang ye takin' notes, an' 
faith he'll prent 'em." The business was of a local character only. Dues from 
subordinate Councils were abolished. Everybody in attendance at Grand Coun-

----------·--------------
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cil pays his own expenses, mileage included. The Proceedings will not be 
printed at present. The Officers were all re-elected. The address, as we caught 
on, was an extra good one. We give its commencement: 

"In undertaking the task allotted me, i: e., making an Annual Address, I 
shall make it my sole object on this occasion to present in simple guise, truth
ful and unadomed, the grand aim and object of our Order-Charity." 

Then follows one of the finest dissertations upon the subject that we have 
ever had the pleasure of perusing. It is altogether too good not to be printed, 
and we hope yet to see it in the future in their Proceedings in full. Our Com
panions of Florida are deserving of great credit for their unselfishness in sparing 
no labor or inconvenience to themselves in keeping up courage under adverse 
circumstances. vVe hope the reward of the future will be ample to remunerate 
them. 

GEOHGIA-1885. 

Annual Assembly held April 29th, at Atlanta, M. ·.I. ·.C. F. LEWIS, G. ·.M. ·., 
presiding. 

The address and Proceedings show cheering prospects, and the present out
look in that jurisdiction shows a marked improvement over the past, and that 
the several Councils thereof are in a healthy condition. This is good, and we 
congratulate onr Companions of Georgia that the shadow is passing away, the 
daylight appearing, and that the noon-tide of prosperity may soon be theirs is 
our sincere and earnest wish. One new Council chartered. Nine Councils rep
resented. 'l'he Proceedings for the years 1872 to 1879 inclusive have never 
been printed until recently, and we are now presented with them by the liber
ality of Comp. AUS'l'lN A. CASSEi,, of Mt. Vernon. Ohio. 'l'his generous act on 
'his part will long be remembered by the friends of the Hite. They fill a 
vacancy in one epoch of the Cryptic history of Georgia that was not, in the pos
session of the fraternity generally, and being printed from the original records 
can be relied upon as authentic. We tender our thanks for this great favor. 

From a personal letter sent us by Comp. vVoJ,rHIN, we are informed that the 
Rite is progressing, and that they foel much encouraged. 

The Grand Master, as a part of his Address, includes therewith a Report on 
Correspondence, reviewing the Proceedings of twenty-two Bodies, including , I 
N. M., in an able and interesting manner. Our Grand Master receives a de
served compliment for his energetic work, and his decisions in. the matter of 
healing, etc., are fully concurred in. 

Our Representative, Comp. ANSEi.~!. S'rl~RNJ•:, was present at the Assembly. 
M. '·I. ·~C. F. LEWIS was re-elected as G. ·.M. ·.,and H. '.l. ·.A. 'M. WoLIHIN 

was re-elected as G. ·.R. ·. 

ILLINOIS-1884. 

The 32d Annual Assembly was held at Chicago, October 29th, M. ·.I. ·.GEO. 
W. CURTISS, H. ·.M ·., p~esiding. . 

The address covers about eight closely printed pages, and from it we glean 
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that the State was divided into five districts, and each placed under the super
vision of Officers assigned. The information being conveyed to the Grand 
Master that some Companions of the Rite had in their possession unauthorized 
notes in full or abridged of the Ritu.al, he issued his proclamation requiring the 
same to be delivered to the T.'.I. ·.M.'. of their Council or to himself at once, 
and all Companions were forbidden to copy hereafter. No copies, however, 
were sunenderecl. Four new Councils were chartered, and one was instituted 
under dispensation. A Committee to revise their Constitution and By-Laws was 
appointed, and a report made which was read and is printed wi.th the Proceed
ings. We would have been much pleased to have seen in it a provision making 
it a constituent of the General Grand Council. But that will yet come. Proxies 
were granted to heal those Companions who had received their degrees under 
Chapter Authority. 

'fhe Ritual in use as promulgated by the Grand Chapter of the State for use 
in Chapter Councils was adopted as the standard work and Ritual of the Body 
in Illinois. 

The report of the District Officers exhibits a good deal of enthusiasm in the 
Crypt in this jurisdiction, and that the Rite is safely established there for all 
time to come. 

The M. -.I. -.G.- .M.-. elected at this Assembly issued his proclamation to the 
Companions of the Rite, again making a division of the State, assigning Officers 
to visit the Councils therein, and in it he states, among other important matters, 
as follows: 

"Companions who received the degrees in Chapters of this State up to the 
first day of January, 1883, stand as non-affiliates until they unite with some 
regularly organized Council. As far as this jurisdiction is concerned, such 
Companions are in good standing to all intents and purposes as if they had re
ceived their deg1·ees in Council ; but in some other jurisdictions they will not 
be recognized as Hoyal and Select Masters until lawfully healed. It is, there
fore, desirable that such Companions should be healed without delay, and on 
application I will issue my proxy to any present or past T. -.1. -.M. ". to heal such 
as are in need of it in their respective Councils. . . . Companions Hoyal 
and Select Masters of the State of Illinois, let us one and all take hold of the 
work of re-organizing and re-vivifying Cryptic Masonry in our midst, with a 
determination to succeed in making it not only in name. but also in fact, the 
summit and perfection of the American York Hite. Put these degrees on their 
merits. Abandon the delusive hope that some other organization may in the 
dim future do something that will coerce Companions into our ranks. 1t will 
not, it should not be done. 'God helps those that help themselves.' These 
degrees are worthy the confidence and esteem of the craft for the valuable les
sons they inculcate, or they profit us nothing. Let every Royal and Select 
Master feel, believe, and act in this spirit ; be active, be energetic, be enthusi
astic, and the end of the year will see a wonderful revival of Cryptic Masonry 
in progress in the State of Illinois, and the near future will see these degrees at 
the head of the Masonic column, and receiving the honor and appreciation which 
is justly their due as the Cope-Stone and perfection of the Masonic Temple." 

This has the ring of the true workman's tools, and we have no doubt but that 
Illinois will take what it had in days of yore-the front of the Cryptic column, 
and pass by its sisters in the Cryptic Hite. We are glad to see this evidence of 
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zeal in our Companions there, and say "God speed" to you in your noble 
1 work. 

Upon page 4 of Appendix, in the Report on Correspondence, there is such a 
great error in fact that we must correct it as a matter of history, and,trust that 
it will be corrected in the next printed Proceedings of Illinois. How such an 
error could have occurred we cannot imagine. Speaking of the action of the 
Convention of Royal and Select Masters, held in Buffalo, N. Y., August 20th, 
1877, Comp. GURNEY, who makes the report, says: 

'' Very little was 'accomplished aside from the adoption of the following : 
" ' Hesolned, That it is the sense of this Convention, that if the General Grand 

Chapter of the Unhed States shall sanction the conferring of the Council De
grees by the Chapters whenever. th~ Grand Council of any State is willing to 
concede this right and the Grand Chapter of such State shall accept the same, 
then this action shall meet our approval.'" 

We have before us a copy of the printed Proceedings or" that Convention. 
We were also personally present and took part in the discussion and in the 
voting upon this i·esolution, and we know and the printed Proceedings state 
correctly and truly states as follows : 

"Companio:Q HOWRY, of Mississippi, offered the foliowing resolutlon :" 

Then follows the resolution as stated by Companion GURNEY. I=ediately 
after it is this : 

"The resolution was seconded by Companion LE:~~. and on being put to a vote 
was lost by a vote of 12 to ·6." 

The original Minutes as taken at the time, and subscribed by the Officers of 
the Convention, are still in existence and verify the same fact, that the resolu
tion was LOST, not adopted, and we confidently appeal to those of the Repre
sentatives then present, who are still in life, to verify this statement. We 
iegret this placing upon record in such important Proceedings as those of 
Illinois a statement so directly opposite to the historical fact ; and we can only 
attribute it to an error of the printer changing the word "rejection" into the 
word "adoption," which suffices-makes the error in the record. We are the 
more inclined to this belief, for there are several other typographical errors in 
the Report as printed; for instance, he makes Comp. "CA1mo1,L" the author 
of the Correspondent's Hepo1't for California, instead of "CASWELT,," who is ·too 
well known to Comp. GuHNEY for him to make such a mistake. "Shoot the 
printer." We have just discovered that he has taken the liberty of making 
G.·.M.·. "SHAW," of Louisiana, into "a STARR." The extra "r" is to show 
that he is a planet of the first magnitude. Well, tlle printer is right in that 
respect ; he does dispense a large amount of light. But we doubt whether he 
will approve of being transported to, and being made a part of, our Solar Sys
tem by a printer just yet-not as long as he can remain on earth. We concede 
that SHAW is a "~TAR," but not a" STARR." 

A more unfortunate mistake than was made in relation to the result of the 
· vote on the resolution referred to, and embracing a greater error, c~uld •not by 
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any possibility have been confined within the limits of one word. The Corre
spondence Report of Comp. GURNEY is one of the best. It is wen and ably 
written, and well worth reproducing. Under Maine, in commenting upon the 
report of Comp. DHUMMOND, speaking of the future, he says: 

" Our opinion is, that the only salvation for the Council is in a General Grand 
Body. If such an organization will not keep up an interest, nothing will. It 
may be that after our Grand Council get 'cls,ndestines' healed to the satisfac
tion of Brother D. and his associates, Illinois may knock at the door of the 
General Grand Council. 'l'his is simply a private opinion, and may not be of 
any value." 

Now, this is all good; but, Comp. GURNEY, we think ·you are getting the 
"clandestines'" you speak of out of the way pretty fast. Come along to the 
Circle, and it is needless to assure you that there will be such a welcome ex
tended as will, if it be given voice, "make the welkin ring." 

Under New York for 1883, considerable space is given and pleasant notice is 
taken of our Architecture. We might abstract many things from this Report 
that would be very interesting, but we must forbear. 

M. ·.I. ·.HARVEY E. HUSTON, G. ·.M. ·., Monticello; and R. ·.I. ·.Gu,. W. BAR
NARD, G. ·.R. ·., Chicago. 

INDIAN A-1884. 

The 29th Annual Assembly WB:S held at Indianapolis, October 21st and 22d, 
M. ·.I. ·.LAGHANGE SEVERANCE, G. ·.M. ·.,presiding. 

'l'he address announces the death of R. ·.I.·. THOMAS R. AUSTIN, Deputy 
G. ·.M. ·., February 5th, 1884, and of R. ·.I. -.CrrARLES Frsmm, Grand Treasurer 
for nearly a quarter of a century, and who had handled as 'l'reasurer of Masonic 
Bodies over $3,000,000, every cent of which has been accounted for satisfac
torily. He gives us a synopsis of their masonic histories and lives, which were 
filled with good works and deeds. 

One new Council chartered, one instituted U. D., and one other petition re
ceived for a Council, but which had not been granted, as it was objected to by 
the Council nearest to the proposed location. The G. ·.M. ·. takes occasion to 
say in his address : 

" In carefully reviewing the reports of Proceedings of the different Grand 
Councils in the United States, one cannot fail to be gratified at the improve
nients in our order of Masonry since the organization of the General Grand 
Council. Cryptic Masonry is now a fixture. It is no longer a side degree, and 
it is destined to grow in permanence from year to year." 

Upon the subject of making the Cryptic Rite pre-requisite to the orders of the 
Temple, he says: 

"I believe there is no question among Cryptic Masons as to the justice of 
having these degrees pre-requisite to the Orders of the Temple. York Masonry, 
as practiced in America, advances step by step, and each step explains some
thing of those which precede. 'l'he Lodge is not complete without the Chap
ter, nor the Chapter fully understood without the Council. What is lost in 
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Ancient Craft Masonry and discovered in Capitular, is explained in Cryptic. 
Beautiful moral lessons are hinged upon the traditions of all. 

"It would be doing great injustice to those valiant and magnanimous Masons 
composing the Order of the Temple to suppose that they would willingly or 
knowingly do an injustice to any other degree in Masonny. Make it known to 
them that the Council is an established fact, as an independent degree, and 
they will hardly fail to recognize it. 

"Neither iloes there seem any difference of opinion as to the effect npon the 
Order of the Temple. All believe, instead of being detrimental, it would be 
beneficial. If it kept any out of the Commandery, it would be some one un
worthy of membership in that Order. It is character, not numbers, that make 
Masonry strong. 'fhose who are induced by the pomp and display of the Com
mandery to believe that that is the goal to be sought in Masonry are likely to 
become apathetic when the novelty wears off, and prove a drawback to any 
Degree or Order." 

He closed by asking for the appointment of a Committee to take the matter 
in charge, anil the same was by the Grand Body referred to Past Grand Masters 
AT.TIEHT CrrAl!LES, MAWI'fN H. RTOE, ALEXANDER TiTOMAS and LUCIEN A. 
FOOT!':, who reported, 

"That while they deem it desirable that the Cryptic Degrees should be made 
pre-requisite to the Chivalric Orders, yet in view of the several attempts that 
have heretofore been made to accomplish this object, and the refusal of the 
Grand Encampment of the Unitad Stotes to acquiesce therein, they believe it 
inexpedient at this time to take any further steps." 

This was concurred in . 
Our Representative, Comp. LucmN A. FoOTJ<J, was present in his place. 
The Correspondents' Report is from the fruitful pen and ·brain of P. ·.G. ·.M. ·. 

WILT.TAM \V .. AUSTIN, and we cannot resist saying, that if we were to sit down 
to hear the play of Hamlet, and found that Hamlet was left out, we could not 
be more disappointed than we would be to sit down to a review of Cryptic Re
ports and find AUSTIN not with us. New York receives favorable mention in 
this Report. If we dared to do so, we would quote most liberally from this 
Report; but if we were to commence we would not know when, where, nor 
how to stop. And as curtailment of expenses is the suggestion, we bide our 
time some other day. 

Suffice it to say that Indiana is alive, at the front of the Cryptic rank. Their 
Officers are at their post doing brave work for the Rite. As in the past, now 
and always, we opine, they will be zealous and enthusiastic. 

M. ·.I. ·.HEZEKTAH R. MARLATT, G. ·.M. ·.,address, Richmond. R. ·.I.·.JoHN 
M. BnAMWEr,r,, re-elected G. ·.R. ·., Indianapolis. 

IOWA-1884. 

"Still dead "-but is getting ready for that eruption. Its Grand Chapter has 
entered upon a special mission of supplying R.ituals of the Cryptic Hite to its 
Chapters. This is presumably for the purpose of "disbursing funds," as its 
bill for writing out thirty-two copies, in a common style, for that number of 
Chapters, and "a plainly written Original"(?) "for the Grand High Priest," 
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was the modest little sum of $177.64. That is better than giving the money to 
the Widow and Orphans' Fund they think. Out of all these "copies," how are 
they to tell which one is the "original" (horRe)? 

The Grand High Priest, by inference, has adopted a new name for his Grand 
Chapter, i. e., "a title factory." He ought to know best what to call it. 

Nothing appears to be doing in or towards the advancement of the Rite, and 
in all probability nothing will be done under its present auspices and superin
tendence. It is wedded to the Chapter, and from its breasts must all its nour
ishment come. Dry pastures, of course, for it is hardly to be expected that an 
adopted child will be treated as one to the manor born. 

KANSAS-1885. 

We are without advices from this jurisdiction, other than a letter from the 
Grand Recorder, who states that their Proceedings are not yet printed; how
ever, he gives us some "meat," i.e., the Annual Assembly was held at Empo
ria, February 17th, 1885, M.·.{.·.JAcon DEWITT, G.·.M.·., presiding. Seven 
Councils represented. 'l'en Councils o~ roll, meml)ership 400. The Councils 
are all in good and flourishing condition except one, which has been sick (like 
Thomas' wife's mother) of a fever ; but a thorough course of treatment was 
having a good e·ffect, and the patient was rapidly approaching convalescence, 
and a marked improvement was looked for in the near future. The Rite was 
advancing, and prospects were growing brighter. 

M. ·.I. ·.SAMUEr, TAYLOn, G, ·.M. ·., of Newton, and R. ·.I. ·.JOHN H. BnowN, 
G. -,R. ·., Wyandotte. 

KENTUCKY-1884. 
\ 

Held its Annual Assembly at Louisville, October 23, M. ·.I. -.CHAULES EHSKIN 
DUNN, G. ·.M. ·,, presiding. 

'fhe address states that while the G. ·.M. ·. could not give as cheering a report 
of the prosperity of his subordinate Councils as he would like still, under the 
circumstances, he had every reason to be encouraged. Some of the Councils 
have been very prosperous. Two new Councils were instituted U. D., and pre
senting a good report of their work received Charters. Grand Representatives 
were interchanged between Kentucky and eleven other Grand Bodies. 'l'he 
Proceedings were mostly of a routine character and of local importance. Its 
Committee on Jurisprudence presented a report which was approved, which, 
while having a local application, contains one or two items of general interest, ·i.e., 

"That the title of courtesy ought not to be stated in a law as the name of an 
office, but be distinct, as in the Constitution. 'l'hus the presiding Officer of a 
Council is 'Master,' and the title ought so to be affixed to a signature. It would 
be indelicate for him to style HIMSEJ,I<' 'Thrice Illustrious,' however proper tt 
might be to addross him by that title." 

This conclusion is most sensible, and should be observed at all times. 
The new Constitution of this Body as revised and adopte:I are published with 

its Proceedings. We should have been glad to have found an article in this 
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Con~titution providing that the G. '.C. ·. of Kentucky should be a constituent of 
the G. ·.G.-. Council. 

The Correspondents' Heport is from the pen of H. P. GRANT, who was not 
apprised of his appointment until after the G. ·.C. ·. had adjourned. He, how
ever, gives us about thirty-three pages of excellent selections and interesting 
comments. Considerable space is taken in defining the position of this Body 
from 1878 to 1882, which we consider unnecessary, as the present position or 
status of this Grand Body is beyond question regular, and is so conceded by all its 
sister Grand Councils, as well as the G. ·.G. '.C. ·. We are in favor of dropping 
forever discussions of this character as between Bodies who are now concededly 
working and living in harmony. Such discussions are liable to engender un
friendly and often acrimonious feelings, and which is manifested by the com
ments of Comp. GnAN'l' in many places; this should not be. Therefore we say, 
let the dead past remain buried with1:mt invoking its sheeted phantom to rise 
and disturb the harmonious work of the living for the living. Life is too short 
to complete the labors set before us by the Supreme Grand Master, ere we are 
called upon to return to the unknown sphere from which our souls first ema
nated, if we continue to devote ourselves to matters which are not now of sub
stance in living issues, but only shadows of the past. 

vVe should make several extracts from this report, but for the fact that its 
author accompanied nearly all his brightest sayings with what seems to be an 
undercurrent of bitterness, hardly concealed and often expressed toward the 
G. -.G. ·.C. ·., and we think his own sense of fairness and justice, if he had read 
his review after its completion before it went to press, would have constrained 
him to have eliminated many of its paragraphs. His next report should show 
a change, as it is never too late to retrace one's steps in such matters when con
vinced of error. 

M. -.I.·. HIRAM BASSETT, G. -.M. ·., Millersburg. R.-.J. '. L. D. CRONINGER, 
G. ·.R. ·., Covington. 

LOUISJANA-1885. 

This Body held its Annual Assembly at New Orleans, J_i'ebruary 12th, M. ·.I.·. 
ALFHED SHA w, G.-.M.-., presiding. 

We have no copy of the address to refer to, as the Proceedings are not yet 
printed, and our information comes by private advices through our "telephonic" 
connections. Three Councils out of four in the State were represented. There 
was no Report on Correspondence, the Chairman, Comp. PINCKAHD, not being 
in the City at the Assembly. We shall have a good long report next year. No 
business of importance was transacted except the usual routine. 

The Officers were all re-elected. 

::\'CAINE-1884. 

The 30th Annual Assembly was held at Portland, May 7th, M. "I. ·.MARQUIS 
F. Knw, G. -.M. ·., presiding. 

His address is of a local character, principally, and it is evident that prosper
ity is attending their efforts. 
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The Correspondents' Report is from the accomplished Masonic writer, M. ·.P. ·. 
JosrAH H. DRUMMOND, who received and reviewed the Proceedings of twenty
two Bodies, including those of New York for 18S3. 

Under Connecticut, Comp. D1m11nroND, commenting upon the position taken 
by Comp. LEE, that 

"Masonry existed before there was any Code of Laws, and. I believe, would 
get along better if a large portion of the laws enacted within the last forty years 
could be wiped out," 

Gives us his ideas as follows : 

"And he (Comp. LEE) falls into the error of arguing, in effect, that thd 
enactmentR of Grand Lodges a.re the law of Masonry ; that Masonry existee 
before there was any Code of Masonic law is true, but that it existed before , 
there was any Masonic law is not true. He understands that the 'bnd11 
of Masonry' is' its Ritual, in substance-its legends; forms and ceremonies':' 
we do not. We understand the Bod.'! <~f Afasonry to be its fundamental la:1ns
not.e it, Comp. LEE-fo.11.'s such as, for example, that no man can be made a 
Mason who does not believe in God, the Father. vVhen the Grand Orient of 
France struck from its creed this law, the Grand Lodge of Maine declared that 
she had attempted to make an innovation in the Bod.'! of :J/a.<011.171, and, having 
struck this fundamental law from her creed, u•as 110 lon.Qm· a Jlfosnnic body. The 
logic of Comp. LEE'S posit.ion would compel him to hold that one made a Mason 
in France, under authority of the Grand Orient, is a regular Mason, alt11ough 
an Atheist of the worst type. We think Comp. L's charity has run away with 
his judgment in this matter." 

We incline strongly to the opinion that Comp. LEE is in error on this 
question. 

In a previous report, Comp. LEie had said: 

"I am informed that on the Continent of Europe all the so-called higher de
grees are conferred under a Lodge warrant. Should such an one come to Maine, 
would DRUMMOND refuse him recognition? If so, why? If not, why not? 

To this Comp. D1mJ1IMOND answered him that he would refuse, and gave his 
reasons why. Illustmting his position, he 

"Reminded him that there ai·e in Connecticut bodies of men claiming to be 
Masons, who were made in precise accordance with the law under which they· 
act, and claim to have gone through the same forms and ceremonies, and re
ceived the same teachings that Comp. LRE did, and 'we ask,' Now, does he 
(Comp. LEE) recognize them as Masons?" 

To which Comp. LEE replies, after telling a story about Beecher's father : 

"I decline to answer suppositions questions." 

To which Comp. D1mMllJOND responds : 

"We have often known this answer to be made, and our observation is that 
when that answer is made it means, 'I decline to answer suppositions ques
tions whenever I find that the answer will overthrow the position which I 
have undertaken to sustain.'" · 

We guess that Comp. DRUMMOND had reference to our colored brother (?) in 
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his illustration, over whom Comp. L.EE and ourself have had and are having a 
little discussion. Now, Comp. LEE, don't beg the question, come right up to 
the mark. 

Under Illinois, we desire to second Comp. DRUMMOND'S suggestion. that 
Comp. BAHN.Um print or re-print its Proceedings from 1878 to 1882, inclusive, 
in a pamphlet by themselve8. The expense would be small, and make a per
fect history of the Body, independent of outside histories . 

ln looking over Comp. DRUNMOND'S review it is almost impossible for us to 
refrain from making most copious extracts. It is filled to overflowing with 
bright, interesting and spicy items, such only as might be exptcted to emanate 
from this distinguished writer and authority. 

The Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of Scotland was recognized 
by its sister of Maine as the head of the Rite in Scotland. 

Our Representative, Companion JOSIAH H. DituMMOND, was present, as he 
always is. 

M. ·.I. ·.HOHACB H. BURBANK, G. ·.M. ·., Saco. R. ·.I. ·.IRA BEHRY, G. ·.R. ·.; 
Portland. 

MARYLAND_.:_1884. 

Annual Assembly was at Baltimore, November 12th. Three Councils repre
sented, and the Representatives of eleven Grand Councils were present, our 
own included. 

The Proceedings of thi£ Body have not been printed for the past three years. 
The business transacted was purely local. We al'e not favored with any further 
information, and that which we have is through the kindness of our particular 
friend, Comp. G.EO. L. MCCAHAN, to whom we touch our "tile." 

M. ·.I.·.HENHY C. LAmlAllEE, G. ·.M. ·., and H.·.I. ·.GEO. L. McCAHAN, of 
Baltimore, G. · .R ·. 

MASSACI-IUSE'l'TS-1884. 

Its Annual Assembly was held December 10th, at Boston, M. ·.I. ·.JOHN 
HAIGH, G. ·.M. ·., presiding. 

ln opening the Proceedings of this Assembly the first thing which meet!' our 
eye and approval is a most excellent and life-like portrait of the G. ·.M. ·., finely 
engraved upon steel, a credit to the skill of the artist, to the engraver, and to 
this Grand Council, whose liberality has given the Companions of the Rite an 
enduring souvenir of one of the best and most faithful Officers this Body .ever 
had or can have. 

'l'he exhibit of work and prosperity of the Rite in this jurisdiction is most 
gratifying. ln Boston Council alone one hundred and two candidates received 
the degrees within the preceding year, which we think entitles Boston Council 
to the banner position for the entire country. One new Council was chartered. 
The matters of difference relating to the complications arising out of the action 
of Lafayette Council of vVashington, D. C., which was chartered by the Grand 
Council of Massachusetts, and the connections of its former members as charter 
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members of Washington Council, more recently chartered and working by au
thority of the G. '.G. ·.Council of the U.S., has been fully and amicably adjust
ed. This result is satisfactory to all concerned. 

Our Representative we do not see named as being present. 
Rev. Comp. J. "\V. DAD)fUN, Committee on Correspondence, by special request 

of the G. ·.M." elect to write a short report this year, wl'Ote simply what he calls 
"an i11frod1u:tion to a review striatim another year, (D. V.)" We since1·ely trust 
that our anticipation of a full report with their next Proceedings will not be 
doomed to disappointment. Comp. DAn11rn1' has his reputation fully estab
lished as an able writer upon Masonic subjects, and a report from him, fully 
reviewing the work of our different Bodies in the Cryptic Rite, will be greeted 
with a hearty and sincere welcome, much more earnest and cordial than he 
realizes. Do not postpone the fulfilment of this promise longer, for "Hope 
deferred maketh the heart sick." 

M. "I. '.SERAJS"US BOWEN, G. ".M. '.,Roxbury. R. '.I. '.AI,FRED F. CHAPMAN, 
G. '.R.'., Boston. 

MICHIGAN-1885. 

The 27th Annual Assembly was held at Detroit, January 19th, M. ·.I. ·.JAMES 
H. Cu111MINS, G. ".M. ·., presiding. ' 

The address exhibits a satisfactory condition of the Rite in this jurisdiction. 
One new Council was chartered. The G. -.M. ·. refused to grant the request of 
Petoskey Council to go to Sheboygan to confer the degrees on several Compan
ions at that place, to the end that they could apply for a Dispensation to start a 
new Council there, on the ground that he considered the degrees of the Cryptic 
Rite of too much importance to be conferred in that migratory manner. Guess 
they have got all the Councils that they can handle in Michigan-at least they 
don't want any wild Wolverines. The G. -.M. '. probably had in mind the re
mark of the Indian, which was afterwards adopted as the name of the proposed 
location of this proposed new Council ; with this statement it seems rather 
necessary to give the "chestnut:" An Indian whose progeny was all of what 
we term the "gentler sex," (much to his disgust,) having another papoose added 
to his lodge, was inquired of as to the sex of the new comer; he grunted out 
his dissatisfaction in the remark, "She-boy-(a)gan." ·we think the G. -.M. ·. 
had some doubt as to the material of which this proposed new Council was to 
be composed. We can personally vouch for one bright Companion there, and 
who is not a "Slw-boy-(a)gan" either. 

A Special Committee was appointed upon the so-called Pre-requisite.Question, 
consisting of Most Illustrious Companions Hucm McCunDY, D. WOODWAHD 
and E. SP1tAGUE, all of whom were P. '.G. -.Masters and prominent in the Orders 
of the Temple. Their report, which was adopted, was, in brief, that, they 
deemed it advisable and possible to have the Cryptic Degrees made pre-requi
site, and that the Grand Encampment of Knight Templars of the U. S. should 
·repeal its law upon the subject, and enact. that the Cryptic Degrees be made 
a· pre-requisite to the Order of the Temple, and that such action would be ben-
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eficial to the Cryptic Rite, and in no respect detrimental to the Temple. We 
agree with the Committee. 

Our Representative, Comp. H. SHAW NOBLE, was present and was greeted. 
The Proceedings of this Body from 1871 to 18'18, inclusive, were ordered re

printed at an expense of $250. 

The Correspondent's Report covers the Proceedings of twenty-three Bodies. 
It is most excellent, foll and complete, and when we 15ay that M. ·.I. ·.G . .umA 
D. NOBLE is its author and compiler it is needless to add that it is a most valu
able addition to Cryptic literature. 

Under New York, he makes copious extracts from our report. vVe appreciate 
the compliment paid us, aud assure Comp. NOBLE that we are more than pleased 
to have been of the slightest assistance to him in his labors, and if we had riot 
commenced our report with brevity for our watch-word we should have laid 
ourself open to the charge of exacti.ng usurious interest, as well as requiring 
our pound of flesh, in taking a retur~ of principal equal in amoun.t to our loan. 
He closes his report by saying, "'l'he general outlook of the Cryptic Rite is en
couraging, and the membership steadily increasing," 

M. ·.I.·. GEO. H. S1'EPHENsos, G. ·.M. ·., St. Johns. R. ·.I.·. G. B. NOBLE, 
G. ·.R. ·., Detroit. 

MINNESOTA-1884. 

Held at St. Paul, October 14th, R. ·.I. ·.DWIGHT M. BALDWIN, D. ·.G. ·.M. ".,, 
pre'siding. . · . 

His address opens, "With our triangle broken and our hearts full of sorrow, 
we have met to-day on the occasion of oiir 15th Assembly." He then formally 
announces the death of their late l\f. ·.I. ·.G. ·.M. ·.Judge GROVE B. COOLEY, and 
gives a brief history of his life and eloquently eulogizes his memory. As his 
decease was anno1rnced at our last Assembly, it is unnecessary for us to refer 
at length to this sorrowful subject. The Rite continues to prosper, and the re
turns made exhibit a steady and healthy growth in this jurisdiction. 

The Heport on Correspondence is from·the pen of P.·.G.·.M.·.GEORGE W. 
COOLEY, who reviews the Proceedings of fifteen Grand Bodies, in which New 
York occupies an honored position. 

While we would gladly make many extracts from this excellent report, and 
give a reswne of the same, we cannot. It is very apparent that the decease of 
G. ·.M. ·.COOLEY was resting like a darkened shadow, not only over this Body in 
its entire Proceedings, but its influence is to be seen pervading every part of the 
Report on Correspondence. Knowing the deep attachment existing between the 
deceased and the author of such Report, we. can appreciate the difficulty of 
making it up. 

/ Our Representative, Comp. GJ,ORGJ" W. Coor,EY, was present. 
M. ·.I.·. DWIGHT M. BALDWfN, G. ·. M. ·., Red Wing. R. ·.I.·. W1r,r,IA~i 

CHENEY, G. ·.R. ·.,Minneapolis. 

MISSISSIPPI-1885. 

'l'here is no Grand Council in this jurisdiction, and the Rite is therefore still 
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groping along in the hope of better days on the part of its friends. Not a word 
is said by the Grand High Priest in b.is address upon the subject of the Cryptic 
Rite. In the Report on Correspondence, however, are some choice bits of infor
mation that we feel inclined to present to our readers. Under California, Com
panion SAVERY, who was formerly Grand Master of the Grand Council of Mis
sissippi, and who writes the Report, says, in speaking of the comments upon 
the addr.ess of the G. ".H. ".P." of Mississippi, as made by Comp. CASWELL : 

"Mississippi is thus 'wedded to her idol,' but we predict ere long a divorce 
will be obtained." 

And adds further, in response to the suggestion of Comp. PAX, 

"That in the contest between the G. ".G. ".Council of Cryptic Masons and the 
Grand Chapter of Missis~ippi, it might be found that the pop-guns of the Gen
eral Grand Council will meet response from the Columbiads and Mortars of the 
Grand Chapter," that "we are of the opinion that the fun will be all on one 
side, viz. : that of the General Grand Council, and that the old smooth-bore 
C9lumbiads of the Grand Chapter will make a sorry show in opposition to the 
rifled-guns of the General Grand Council." 

To which Comp. SAVERY adds: 

"While we differ from Comp. PAX on Cryptic affairs, we will say for him 
that when he becomes interested in any matter he is very earnest, and is as true 
to his opinions as the needle to the pole-and then he is a good sized rifle-gun 
himself in the contest. We have to fight him on Cryptic matters every year, 
and we know he is no old smooth-bore, and those good, contrary Companions who 
side with him all the time are as good fellows and as well beloved as any in 
Mississippi." 

Under Kentucky, he quotes from the H.'.P. ·.,who, speaking of the" Merger" 
and its dissolution, said : 

" This Grand Chapter did not solicit the exercise of these rights, or seek to 
coerce her saucy offspring of somewhat doubtful paternity ; and while I am not 
'a prophet or the son of a prophet,' I lift the veil of a not distant future, and 
say to the wanderers, 'Come, ye disconsolate, where'er ye languish '-come to 
the bosom of your old mother and find shelter in her arms, feeble and attenu
ated though they may be. The paps which ye have stickled contain still the 
only milk to nourish and sustain you." 

And comments as follows : 

" We are of the opinion that the old mother referred to would prove the worst 
kind of a step-mother." 

Ha I ha ! Dry pastures again. 
Under Massac~usetts, he says: 

"It's not popular to oppose the 'Merger' in Mississippi, yet there is a respect
able minority who do so." 

Under Missouri, he thus quotes from Comp. MAYO on this subject in the G." 
Chapter Correspondence : 

"Thus we find our beloved sister, Miss-Issippi, is not yet ready to let go of 
the White Elephant." 

I 
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Under Nebraska, he has something to say upon the ruling there, that any 
Royal Arch Mason may dem.and and·require the conferring of the degrees of Royal 
and Select Masters upon himself; that is, every Royal Arch Mason is absolutely 
entitled to the degrees without passing the ordeal of the ballot, and he comments 
to this effect : 

"For the first time in our Masonic life we have learned that Masonic degrees 
may be demanded, and Masons are required to stand and deli11er I Well, we have 
no desire to revisit that part of the heritage. That is• Merger' with a ven
geance. Mississippi does not endorse the Nebraska plan by a large majority. 
In this section it is considered a privile,qe Lo obtain the degrees, and it's not com
pulsory on a High Priest to confer them; neither can they be conferred without 
his consent, if he is present in the place of meeting. Comp. SPEED, (one of the 
framers and builders of the Merger,) when G. -.H. -.P. ·., decided ·as (last) above 
stated, and its law in the natal home of the Merger is that no Mason is entitled 
to any degree if thers is a single dissenting voice." 

Comp. SPEED was right in the position that no Mason is entitled to any 
Masonic degree whilst there is any dissentient voice, and such a change as Ne
braska would make is a violation of the fundamental law of Masonry, and no 
wonder that even the birth-place of '"Merger" should cry out in horror and 
disgust at the attempted innovation upon their own plan, to say nothing of the 
"law." , 

It is well to add right here, that Comp. SAVERY, the accomplished writer of 
this Correspondence Report, is a strong advocate of the doctrine of an inde
pendent, separate existence of the Chapters and Councils. He is one of_ the re
pectable minority in this jurisdiction, before referred to. 

The Grand Chapter adopted a new Constitution, which nowhere authorizes 
the conferring of the Cryptic degrees by the Chapters. In Article VI., Sec. 6, 
it provides : 

"It shall be the duty of the Grand Council to improve and perfect themselves 
in the work and lectures pertaining to the degrees conferred in this jurisdiction 
as prescribed by the General Grand Chapter, and to disseminate the same in the 
manner which, in their opinion, will best secure the desired end, or as may be 
required from time to time by the Grand Chapter." 

Such degrees authorized by the General Grand Chapter are M. -.M. '., P. ".M. ·., 
M.- .E.-.M.-., and R. -.A.-. only. 

We must cut this short. We have been and still are very desirous that the 
Companions in Mississippi should change off again, and re-organize their Grand 
Council, separate, the Capitular from the Cryptic, and taking hold of the real 
work, leaving behind the differences of the past over matters which are now 
beyond the point where there need be any unharmonious feeling. Let by-gones 
be by-gones, and engage in the more important labors of the day and hour. 
Many things have undoubtedly be~n said in the heat of debate that might have· 
been better left uns~id on both sides, and the sooner such things are forgotten, 
the better it will be for all concerned. We have only a desire for harmony in 
the work, and we believe that our Companions in Mississippi will agree with us 
yet in working hand in hand. "Barkis is willing," and will be glad to unite 
forces. 
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MISSOURI-1884 

The 19th· Annual Assembly was held at St: Louis, May 7th, M. ·.I. ·.WILLIAM 
G. HALI,, G. ·.M. ·., presiding. · 

The address is designed to rouse up those who may be sleeping m even nod
ding. One Council was instituted U. D., and a charter was ordered. Two 
Councils consolidated. 'l'he address is only of local interest. 'fhe Correspond
ent's Report is very brief. It acknowledges receipt of the Proceedings of 
twenty-three Bodies, but reviews the G. ·.G. ·.c:·. alone. Comp. MAYO, the 
one in charge, is altogether too brilliant a Cryptic writer to let his light shine 
under a bushel. Look up some of the candlesticks in the Temple and display 
your light, that others may see and know and thus rejoice. However, he prom
ises us a feast of good things in his next report. 

A reasonable degree of prosperity appears to be waiting upon this jurisdic
tion. The last Assembly was held May 3d, 1885, of which we have no advices. 

M. ·.I.·. WrLLTA•I H. DAT,E, G. ·.M. ·., and H. ·.I,·. \VrLLIAM H. MAY, G. ·.R. ·., 
address, St. Louis. 

NEBHASKA-1884. 

Upon looking over the Proceedings of the Grand Chapter of this jurisdiction, 
we find some things that are of interest to the Cryptic Hite, but which are not 
in accordance with our own ideas on the subject. The position assumed by this 
Body to confer the Cryptic Degrees is not even sanctioned by its own Constitu
tion and law as laid down in its exposition of the "law of Nebraska." Article 
IV., Sec. 1, prm·ides in substance that the authority of that Body is the highest 
in that jurisdiction, subject to the ancient landmarks and to the Constitution of 
the General Grand Chapter of the U. S., and as such it has the government and 
control of all lodges of M. -.M. '., P. ".M. ·.,and M. ".E. '.M. ·.,and Chapters of 
Royal Arch Masons withirr that State. 

It is, however, held by them that any RoyaJ Arch Mason in that State who is 
a member of a Chapter is entitled to the degrees of the Cryptic Hite '//Jithont a 
ballot, and that the conferring of these degrees is impwati11e when demanded. For 
a complete answer to this position, we have only to refer to the scathing review 
upon this particular holding, given to this Body by Comp. SAVERY under Mis
sissippi, and the views of Comp. Sr1~1w of Mississippi, who was one of the 
original projectors, and who has always been one of the ea.rnest promoters of 
the scheme of "Merger," all of which are given under Mississippi. So it seems 
that in Nebraska they.go to a greater length than was ever even dreamed of by 
those who originated the " Merger" project, and go so far as to violate a funda
mental law and ancient landmark . 
. Comp. SrEED is too accomplished a Masonic Jurist to approve of such an in

novation, and we believe if he could have foreseen such an outcome of the 
"Merger., plan as this new departure of Nebraska, he would never have sug
gested the plan or endorsed it in others. He is too firm a believer in the 
"Ancient Landmarks" doctrine for any such action to succeed if he had the 
power of prevention. Nebraska will have a long step backwards to take one of 
these days, but it will be taken, for the right is yet to prevail. 
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We shall have more to say on the subject of the action of the Bodies that are 
assuming to work the "Merger" plan under "Wisconsin," and to which we 
refer for further information. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE-1885. 

No Proceedings received. We wrote to our Grand Recorder, not having re
ceived our copy, and heard from him to the effect that he had none. We then 
wrote direct to the fountain-head, and-got no answer; with this we had to be 
content, and so will our readers. 

NEW JEHSEY-1885. 

We have not yet received the Proceedings of this Grand Body for this year. 
We reported on 1884 at our last Assembly. After waiting up to within ten 
days of our present Assembly, we wrote our Grand Recorder to see if he could 
not supply us in some way with a copy of its Proceedings for this year, but he 
had received none; consequently we are obliged to leave New Jersey" out of 
the United States" this year, which we regret, as we started out with the deter
mination of having every Grand Council in its order of review. The real 
trouble was, that last year we tried to catch up with the current year, and sent 
special requests to several G. ·.(1. ·.Officers for MSS. reports, so we might review 
every Body that had held its Annual Assembly before our own was held in 
1884, and succeeded; this year we have not got them all. This must account 
for the break in the columns. The same explanation applies equally as well to 
some other jurisdictions which we will name in their order, but more briefly 
than here. 

NORTH CAROLIN A-1884. 

This State has gone over body and soul, such as there was left, to the bosom 
of the Chapter. 'l'he amalgamation has not proved in all respects as satisfac
tory an arrangement as was anticipated, perhaps from the fact that the Cryptic 
Degrees were transferred to the Grand Chapter, instead of the Grand Council 
taking in charge the degrees of Capitular Masonry. vVe have heard a report 
that the proposition first cume from the Grand Chapter, and was for the Grand 
Council to take the control of the Chapter Degrees, and thernafter confer them; 
but as the Grand Council did not ca1·e. to assume the burden of keeping the 
Grand Chupter alive, thei·e was u turn-about offer to give the Cryptic Degrees 
to the Grand Chapter, and this wus finally consumll\uted, or, us Comp. COOLEY 
puts it: 

" The Grand Council of North Carolina has merged, or she thinks she has, but 
really don't know. Well, try it aguin. She started out in ltl22, and in 1823 
ceased to exist (went to sleep); roused up in 1860, re-organized but failed to 
hold its regular Assembly until 1866, aud from that time has sustaiued a regular 
existence. vVe hope she may see the error of her ways, reconsider her action, 
and again open the door of the S. ·. V. ·., aml set the craft at work." 

The G. ·.H. ·.P. ·.,in his address at the Annual Convocation in 1884, does not 
seem to like the looks of things. . He says : 
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"The action of the Grand Chapter at its last Annual Convocation in incor
porating the Council Degrees into the Chapter work, has been tested by a year's 
experience, and it is for you to say whether the results of that action demand 
further consideration. I cannot say that the consolidation of the two Hites has 
proven as satisfactory, or accomplished the ends sought, as the most ardent ad
vocates of the scheme had hoped. But few of the Chapters have practically 
adopted the modified work rer.dered necessary by the plan of consolidation. If 
the union is preserved, measures ought to be taken to have the work taught 
and generally practiced. If, on the other hand, there is friction in the Chapters 
growing out of the union, I recommend to your respectful consideration any 
question that may arise looking to an adjustment of differences, with a view to 
that harmony without which our progress will be retarded. My information is, 
that in some Chapters the modified work has been practiced; and even in com
munities where no Councils of H." and S." Macters formerly existed, these de
grees have been conferred on members of Chapters in conformity to the arrange
ment entered into last year. In other Chapters there are some faithful Compan
ions who have labored long and energeticall~- in the interest of Roy3J Arch 
Masonry, whose views, though not in accord with the existing arrangement, are 
entitled to respect and consideration. Let us hope for good from your delibera
tions in this as in all other matters affecting the welfarn of our Rite." 

Subsequently a Committee was appointed on the subject, who reported in 
favor of the submission of the subject of a revision of the work as formally 
taught in the Council, so as to make the same, as consolidated, harmonious. 
Subsequent to this another Committee was appointed to adapt the Council work 
to the Chapter work, &c., &c. 

\Ve are not a prophet, but we will wager a "possum" that before these two 
systems amalgamate and mix together in a uniform mass they will both 
resemble a "possum" in his usual status when worried. 'fhat is, they will 
both get the "worry" and both play "possum" so naturally that the bystander 
cannot tell whether they are asleep or dead in earnest. vVhich? 

We have a communication from one of the best known Companions of the 
"old North State," who says: 

"Do not give yourself any uneasiness about our future; the plan of Merger 
between the two Bodies will never be carried through successfully. There are 
a sufficient number opposed to it to make things so lively in the way of Chapter 
matters that to get to a point whme the Chapters can work unimpeded, these 
usurpers will be glad to back water ancl give up their ill-gotten degrees." 

vVell, this is a matter which they must work out in their own way. If they 
want to organize under tlrn General Grand Council, the way to do that is now 
open, if deemed advisable. vVe say this thus openly, for the question was 
asked us as to the advisability in this letter-look out for the future. 

OHI0-1884. 

The 54th Annual Assembly was held at 'l'iffin, September 16th, M. '.L ".LEVY 
C. GOODAJ,E, G. ".M. '.,presiding. 

As we open, we look upon his countenance, the Proceedings being ;embel
lished with an. excellent likeness of a most excellent and estimable man and 
Mason ; and the addition of his portrait to the Proceedings of this Grand Body 

, 
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will cause them to be sought and highly prized in the years to come. Would 
that more of our Graud Councils provided such an enduring monument to their 
live, working Masters. The address of Comp. GOODALE gives us to understand 
that we are to expect much therefroln, and upon reading it we are not disap
pointed. We quote his introduction : 

He says: 

''I have u notion much imports yonr good, 
Whereto if you'll a willing cur incline, 
What's mine is yours. u11d what is yours is mine,'' 1 

-SHAKESPEARE'S J.lleasure for 1lleasure, Act V. 

"'fo me there is no more gratifying remembrance of the labors of the past 
year'tha!l the earnest co-operation of the Companions in this jurisdiction, and I 
think I do not overstate the fact when I say thai during the year past no branch 
of Masonry in Ohio exceeded the. Cryptic for intelligent industry. 'rhere are 
yet some Councils that are still sleepy, lrnt the number is exceedingly small, 
and in most of those ae. election of new Olficers would tend largely to a waken 
life. In entering upon my duties I did so with the belief that you had elected 
yom· Grand Master to examine carefully the condition of the Order, and where 
fault lay to speak plainly about it. This I have endeavored to do, and in nearly 
every instance good has resulted.''. 

Is not this a curious belief for one that is at the head of a Grand Council? 
We know that there are some Grand Masters who have been actuated in the 
perforn::ance of their olficial duties, and whose official lives have been governed 
by a like doctrine. Bat then these misguided(?) officials were not of the class of 
those who are willing to rest under the belief that an election to, and conse
quent investiture with, the honorn of the exalted position of Grand Master was 
simply and only designed as an ornamental feature or "figure-head" for the 
Body they (mis)represent. 'fhe latter class are ornamental only. Good on dress 
parade, when fuss and feathers are to take the premium, and beyond this they 
are of no practical utility. Pretty to look at, but oh ! what becomes of the 
prosperity of their trusts'/ However, we do not wish to have it inferred that 
Comp. GOODAI,Ic is not good-looking, or that his personal presence is not orna
mental to the Grand Body over which he has the honor to preside, and which 
has the honor of being presided over by such a live, energetic, and accomplished 
Chieftain. Too much credit and horior cannot be awarded to Grand Masters of 
the class to which Comp. GOODALE belongs. Under such leadership, with the 
right support and co-operation of their co-laborers, they cannot but succeed in 
materially advancing the interest in the Cryptic Rite, and thus bring deserved 
prosperity to their constituents. 

Comp. GOODALE made a division of his jurisdiction into districts for visitation 
and instruction. The reports of the visiting officials for fourteen districts so 
assigned were presented with the address. 'l'he practical results, he states, was 
very gratifying. 

Only five working Councils in the State, out. of fifty-five, stood still, and in 
relation to these the Grand Master says in his address that they should have 
the earnest consideration of the Body as to the propriety of even allowing them 
to continue to enjoy their Charters. 'l'he address is filled with matters of great 
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local interest, and deserves to be re-read by every Presiding Officer, as well as 
by those who are hereafter to assume the responsibility of such a position, if 
for no other reason than to simply understand the careful and systematic man
ner in which one of the most indefatigable and successful workers conducts his 
labors. It is impossible to give his address in full, or we would do so ; but we 
must abstract some of the most interesting portion, and here is one : 

"During the year the question of securing the recognition of Templar Masons 
has been brought before me. I certainly desire to obtain for Cryptic Masonry 
the position to which it is entitled by \Jirthright and tradition, and will do all I 
can to promote any legitimate undertaking looking to its early recognition ; but 
I think the better plan for Councils to pursue to secure this recognition is to be 
living Bodies. 'l'hen Templars will gladly seek their companionship, as Cryptic 
Masonry is to attain its proper place by absorption, and not by conquest. 

"If Councils are officered by go-easy Companions who have neither time nor 
inclination to interest its members or widen its field of usefulness, no matter 
how good men or Masons those Officers may be, the Councils 'will not thrive, 
and you can rest assured Templar Masons, having neither oppmtunity extended 
or incentive given them to learn the beautiful lessons of the Cryptic Hite, will 
never join the Council. 

"On the other hand, make the Councils live ones; man them by electing en
ergetic Officers who will not neglect any opportunity to teach Masons, and 
sooner or later the Cryptic Rite will have absorbed the Templar, and made them 
advocates for its recognition. This work is not difficult, nor the thne to accom
plish it long. Look well to whom you put into official position, and the reali
zation is near." 

No better advice can be given upon this subject. The suggestions are wise 
and timely, and if the Grand Council of the different States would as a unit 
adopt this plan there is no doubt of a successful and triumphant termination of 
this question in the interest and to the pe1'petual advancement of Cryptic Ma
sonry. Let all interested in our Rite make a thorough trial of this plan, and 
earrrestly work to achieve the desired result. It will succeed. We have as yet 
hardly commenced giving a record of Comp. GoODAI,E'S official acts; but we 
must stop here. 

'l'he decease of the first Grand Recorder and early Grand Master of this Body, 
the venerable Comp. Gen. WM. J. REESE, and of a more recent Grand Master 
thereof, JOSEPH R. CoNHAD, was announced, and a memorial page and an obit
uary record of each directed to be made a part of the Proceedings. 

The R6yal, Select, and Super-Excellent Degrees were conferred on candidates 
of Clinton Council during this Assembly by the Grand Council. 'l'he Proceed
ings of twenty-five Bodies, inCluding New York for 1883, were reviewed in 
the Correspondents' Beport, which was presented by S. S. vVn,r,rAMS. This re
port is one of the very best which we have seen, and Comp. vVILLIAMS is enti
tled to a laurel wreath. \Ve have been trying to make a selection of interest
ing matters contained in this report, and still keep within the bounds which we 
had fixed to control the length of our review, but in fact we hardly dare to 
commence making quotation. '!'here is so much that is good and that really 
ought to be made use of, that we should not know where to draw the dividing 
line. For the kind words and encouragement given us under New York, we tender 
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our acknowledgments, and trust that Comp. Wn,LIAMS was not disappointed in 
his anticipations of what he prophesied would be contained in the Proceedings 
of New York for 1884.' 

Their Constitution was amended so as to confirm the action of the Body in 
becoming a constituent of the General Grand Council by a standing vote
ayes, 42 ; nays, 2. 

The next Assembly w'as appointed to be held at Cleveland, Sept. 15th, 1885. 
Subsequently, on July 20th, 1885, it was changed by authority to October. 6th. 

Our Representative, Comp. HENRY NEWlHGIN, was present and greete'1 as 
such. 

M. ·.I. ·.G. ·.M. ·.DAVID P. CHAMJ3ERLIN, 'l'oledo. R. ·.I. ·.G. ·.R. ·.JOHN D. 
CALDWEI,L, Cincinnati. 

OREGON-1885. 

An Emergent Assembly of the Representatives of Pioneer Council No. 1, 
Oregon Council No. 2, and Washington Council No. 3, was held at McMinn
ville, February 3, by authority of a special Dispensation granted by GEO. M. 
OsGOODBY, G. ·.G. ·.M. ·. of the G. ·.G. ·.C. ·. of the U. S. 'l'. ·.I. ·.M. ·. AsA H. 
HODSON, presiding. 

There was a good attendance outside of the Hepresentatives, and mucli inter
est taken and felt in the Proceedings. A copy of the Special Dispensation 
under which the Assembly was held is printed at large in the Proceedings of 
the Body. A Committee was appointed to consider and report of the advisa
bility of organi~ing a Grand Council for the ::ltate of Oregon. Their report was 
made at considerable length and in favor of such action, which upon motion 
was adopted. A Committee was appointed upon Constitution and By-Laws, 
which took in hand the subject, and reported the result of their labors in a 
carefully prepared Code, which was taken up Article by Article, Section by 
Section, and adopted seriatim and afterwards adopted as a whole. An election 
of Officers was then held with the following result: ASA H. HODSON, G. :.M. ;. ; 
W ALI.ACE BA1.DWIN, D. ·.G. ".M. ·.; CrrIUS'rOPllER TAYLOR, G. ·.I. ·.M. ·.; SAM
UEL BULLOCK, G. ·.P. ·.C. ·. of W. ·. ; HEmIAN E. HAmns, G. ·. T. ·. ; FRELON J. 
BABCOCK, G. ·. R. ·. ; JOJIN AUGUSTUS A. NEWAf,J,, G. ·.C. ·. of G. ·.; JOSEPH 
FHANCIS I<'. WISECARVER, G. ·.S. ·.,and JOHN J. SPENCEH, G. ·.s. ·. 

'l'he Assembly was then adjourned to May 11th at same place. On adjourned 
day Officers and Representatives were present as before. A Dispensation from 
the G. ·.G. ·.M. ·. was presented, which appointed 'l'. ·.I. ·.ASA H. HODSON his 
Deputy to instal the Officers of said Grand Council. And such Deputy duly in
stalled all the Officers except the Grand Master elect, who in turn was installed 
by R ·.I..·. Comp. WALT.ACE BALDWIN, by virtue of due authority conferred 
upon him by th.e G. · .G. · .M. 

Proclamation was then made by the Grand Marshal that the Grand Council 
·of Hoyal and· Select Masters of Oregon had been legally organized, and its Offi
cers duly installed. Some amendments suggested in relation to the Constitution 
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were adopted as suggested, and are incorporated in and printed with'.)he same 
in full in its Proceedings. 

The next Annual Assembly will be held at Corvallis, the second Wednesday 
in January, 1886.. A Committee on Correspondence was appointed, of which 
R. ·.I.·. Comp. WALLACE BALDWIN is Chairman. Other routine business was 
accomplished. 

M. ·.I.·. ASA H. HODSON, G. ·.M. ·., McMinnville, and R. ·.I.·. F. J. BABCOCK, 
G.·.R.·. 

PENNSYLVANIA-1885. 

No Proceedings yet. We wrote for them the same as for New Hampshire, 
but got an answer saying: 

"Keep a place for Pennsylvania. Proceedings in press, and will_ be sent as 
soon as out." 

Of course we will keep a place for he_r. As the Arch would be incomplete 
without the Key-stone, so would our review be incomplete without the Key
stone State in its proper position. We confess to a peculiar affection for this 
Grand Old Commonwealth, and hope before the printer gets to this point to be 
able to add its review. 

RHODE ISLAND-1884. 

No Proceedings yet printed. We wrote, as for Pennsylvania, was amiwered, 
but will not get them in time. We hope, however, to be able to give a brief 
synopsis of their Proceedings herein, as we have sent for them,. and Comp. 
GREENE is very prompt in answering at all times. 

SOUTH CAROLINA-1883. 

Met in Annual Assembly in Columbia, Feb. 14th, M. ·.I. ·.J. E. BRAZEALE, 
G. ·.M. ·., presiding. 

Four Councils represented-one more than in 1882. 
The address of the G. ·.M. ·. is full of earnest zeal for the Rite and we believe 

if his suggestions could be carried out that a great advance would be made in 
the cause in his jurisdiction. One Council at Greenville applied to have time 
given them to re-organize, instead of having their Charter re-claimed, which 
was granted. 

The G. ·.M. ·. and G. ·.R. ·. were re-elected. 

SOUTH CAROLINA-1884. 

The Annual Assembly was held at Charleston, February 12th, M. ·.I.·. J. E. 
BRAZEALE, G. ·.M. ·., presiding. 

Four Councils were represented. 
The address does not give a ve1·y bright appearance to the status of the Rite 

there. Still, there is cause for encouragement in that Alpha Council at Greenville. 
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Improving the opportunity given at the last Annual Assembly, we organized, so 
that this Body now has five live subordinate Councils. Several Companions had 
signified their desire to re-organize their Councils, and the (t. ·.M. ·. thought that 
with a little encouragement the number of Councils would be increased; that 
their hour was the just before the day, and we infer that that" darkest hour" 
was then supposed to be passing by. A good deal of interest is manifested in 
their session by the Officers and Representatives, who from their go ahead, live 
and zealous Chief down, seem to be imbued with energy, perseverance and en
thusiastic vitality. Take courage, Companion, you will see the silver-lining of 
the cloud ere long; and will look back upon your present labors in the years to 
come with a degree of satisfaction that you did your part in the erection of the 
Temple, and when time ends the reward will await you. 

M. ".I. ·.A. N. WHITE, elected G. ".M. ·., Rock Hill. R. ".l. ·.D. D. MOORE, re
elected G. '.R. -., same address. 

'fENNESSEE-1885. 

Read comments under New Hampshire-ditto in every respect; also see re
marks under New Jersey. 

VERMONT-1885. 

The 32d Annual Assembly was held at Burlington, June 9th, M. ·.I.·. WILLIAM 
H. S. WHITCOMB, G. -.M. "'presiding. The address states: 

"The Cryptic Rite in Vermont shows a steady movement forward. · It has 
never had the sudden successes and sad reverses of other Masonic Bodies in 
Vermont, but all the days of its years have been fairly prosperous. This I 
ascribe in a large measure to the fact tfiat more than any Body above the Blue 
Lodge the membership is peculiarly voluntary; they are unsought, men whom 
the glitter at that parade of other organizations have not been able to hold, but 
whom the quiet beauty of the Cryptic Rite has held steadfast." 

There was a very good attendance, and the presence of P. -.M. ·.I.·. Grand 
Master DANA, who at the last Annual was dangerously ill, tended greatly to in
crease the pleasure and profit of the Body. 

Our own G. ·.l\f. ·.GLIDDON and R. '.I. -.Comp. R. C. CHRISTIANCE, Represent
ative of Vermont near the Grand Council of New York, and our Representative, 
Comp. GEO. H. BIGELOW, were present and were respectively received with the 
honors of their exalted positions, 

The flourishing condition of the Rite in this jurisdiction is greatly attributed 
to the energetic and persistent labors of their Grand Master, who is entitled to 
the reward of the just. The Officers that were installed by G. -.M. ·.GLIDDON 
of New York by invitation was done, we presume, in his usual felicitous and 
impressive style. In one respect Vermont is selfish; it appropriates all the good 
it can from the Correspondents' Reports of other jurisdictions, and gives non\l 
in return. Give us some milk in your next cocoanut. 

M. ·.I.·. WILLIA}f H. S. WHITCOMB, G·. ·M. ·., Burlington. WARREN G. REY
NOLDS, G. ".R. ·., Burlington. 
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WISCONSIN-1885. 

The only news we get from this State is what is to be gleaned from the Grand 
Chapter Proceedings, as there are none of its Grand Council printed. 

In the list of Officers giYen upon the second page of these Proceedings of the 
different Grand Bodies of Wisconsin, we find ihe names of the presiding Officers 
of the Grand Commandery and Grand Lodge ; also of the Hecorder and Secre
tary of such Bodies respectively. We also find the names of the like Officers 
of the Grand Encampment of the U. S., and of the G. ·.G. -.Chapter of Hoyal 
Arch Masons of the U. S., but we do not find that the names of the Officers of 
their Grand Council are deemed worthy of a place with the others. Why such 
a slight is to be seen is not explained. 

Nothing is to be found in the Proceedings proper upon the subject of the 
Cryptic Rite, but in the able report of Comp. W21r. C. SWAIN on Correspondence 
we fipd some matters of interest, which we take the liberty of dishing up for 
the informatio'n of our readers. Under "Maine" he says : 

"We claim that iu Wisconsin the Council was never merged into the Chap
ter. '.l'he old Grand Council surrendered its authority to the Grand Chapter 
over the degrees : but they were always kept distinct, and after the close of the 
Grand Chapter a Grand Council was opened, the business of that Body, if they 
had any, transacted, the Officers of the Grand Chapter acting in like capacity in 
the latter." 

And upon the subject of the present system adopted in Wisconsin, he says : 

"It is very simple. The Grand Council has become independent of the 
Chapter, holds its Annual Sessions, and Charters its subordinates with a tacit 
understanding that a Council shall be Chartered wherever there is a Chapter, 
and that the Officers of the Chapter shall be the Officers of the Council ; al
though there is nothing to prevent them from electing different Officers, if they 
choose. We acknowledge that we do not like it, and would prefer to see it give 
up the ghost; but it appears to work well, and more intei·est is manifested in the 
degrees in many loealities than we see any signs of in those jurisdictions where 
they claim to be ' regular.'" 

This is all very well to say, that "more interest is manifested," &c., but give 
us the data by which we can see what these "manifestations" are, and let the 
"outsiders" know the statistics. 

Under this same heading he has something to say upon the position of those 
States which are still conferring the Cryptic Degrees under" Chapter" author
ity (?), the minority of the Committee making the Report' claiming a construc
tion upon the resolution adopted by the General Grand Chapter in 1883, which 
it cannot be tortured into meaning, and cannot be by any logic established, and 
of which he says: 

"vVe are willing to admit that the (this) construction put upon the Heport is 
one which, per se, it will not fairly bear; but we certainly undmstood it was the 
construction put upon it by both sides, in the Committee ; and if it was not the 
legitimate one, we would like to have a quest.ion answered. According to that 
collstruction, Iowa, Nebraska, Mississippi and North Carnlina are each 
violating the law of the (foneral Grand Chapter,. of which they are constit-

, 
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uents. There bas been one session of that Body since the "Merger" took 
place, and the General Grand Priest has been in constant exercise of his author-

" ity. Still, so far as we can learn, not the slightest official attention has been 
paid to the violation. 'l'hen, which are we to infer, that the law is a dead let
ter, or that the General Grand Chapter goes through the farce of enacting laws 
which it is utterly powerless to execute ? " 

We think that it is to be inferred that the Bodies which are now conferring 
the Cryptic Degrees in contravention of the exprnssed law as adopted by the 
solemn, deliberate act of the Grand Chapter, are in open rebellion against the 
General Grand Chapter and its declared law-not that the law is a "dead let
ter," but rather that the attention of the General Grand Body has not been 
called in a proper and legal manner to such infraction of its law. 'Vhen a 
proper complaint is made and charges preferred in such a manner that the 
parent Body can investigate and act upon them, then the time will come to de
cide upon the question whether there is any power in this governing Bo.dy to 
enforce its laws; until then, the result of this unwarranted and unauthorized 
condition of things may not be definitely settled. \Ve hope, however, that the 
sense of fairness and of Masonic justice, which we believe is yet adhered to, at 
least in semblance, will lead all these Bodies to do what is right in the prem
ises, and not compel such proceedings to be taken. We sincerely believe that 
this will yet be the case. 

In commenting upon the part of the address of the G. "H. '.P." of Mississippi 
on this sabject in 1884, to the effect that by the action of the Grand Chapter 
and of the a rand Council of Mississippi the latter Body is still in existence, in
asmuch as both Bodies, by the "Merger" resolutions, declared that the organi
zation of the Grand Council should be preserved until the General Grand Chapter 
approved of the "Merger,'' which event never happened, and thao consequently 
"the Merger" action, as had, was without constitational warrant, ai1d wholly 
illegal and void. This part of the address was referred, as will be remembered, 
to a special Committee, which endorsed his opinions in full, and recommended 
the re-organization of the Grand Council and dissolution of the "Merger." 'fhe 
Report was rejected, and the "Merger" continues. Comp. Sw AI-" says: 

""We are of the opinion that the subject will come up annually until the anti.-
mergers finally win." . 

This must be encouraging to our anti-merging Companions of Mississippi, 
who will take new courage and renew their labors to get things back into the 
old way. 

We have taken considerable space under these States which are not in hearty 
good communion with the great Body of Cryptic Masons in the land, but we 
think the importance of the subject will exeuse us. We earnestly desire every 
one of these Bodies to unite in one great eJfort to be one in heart, spirit and in 
work in the labors of the hour. Let there be such ·a union that we can all meet 
and all agree, every one be recognized abroad as well as at home as Companions 
in very trnth. 

How long shall it be before the Companions have their own heritage? 
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IN CONCLUSION. 

'Ve have gleaned after the reapers, have gathered together the golden 
·sheaves of the harvest, which has been most bountiful ; have filled our gran- · 
aries to overflowing, and have completed the task set before us ; and the review 
and examination of our work is to be passed upon by those set as overseers of 
the workmen. The Cryptic Rite is firmly fixed upon its solid foundations, the 
Temple approaches completion, and the fires are already lighted upon its Altars, 
and the incense is ascending upwards. '!'here is no mistaking the present situ
ation, and those who have stood aloof should read the writing upon the wall. 
The t.ime approaches when to be of the select number will be an honor indeed; 
and to be in the distance a caviller and an idle spectat::ir, unsought in the selec
tion of the material with w hrch it is destined to fill its proper position of honor 
in the fraternity, will be to occupy a place amongst the rubbish. 

So mote it be. 
GEO. M. OSGOODBY, 

Chairman of Committee. 

'l'he Committee appointed at the last Annual Assembly to com
pile the Amendments to the Constitution (adopted since the print
ed copies of 1873), presented the following report, which was re
ceived and ordered printed in the Proceedings: 

To TIIIB M. ·.P. ·.GHAND COUNCIL OF R. ·.AND s. ·.M. ·.'s OF TIIIB 

STATE: 0]' NI£w Ymm:: 

Your Committee, having examined the records, present the following Amend
ments to the Constitution of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of 
the State of New York, adopted since the printed edition of 1873: 

Amend Sec. 3 of Art. I., so that' it shall read : "Each warranted Council 
within this jurisdiction is entitled to be represented in this Grand Council by 
its first 'l'hree Officers, but, in case either of them cannot attend, the Council 
(or in case of its failure to do so, its Master or acting Master) may appoint in 
place of the absent officer, a proxy, who shall be a member of a Council under 
the jurisdiction of this Grand Council, and shall fumish said proxy a certificate 
of appointment over the signature of the Master or acting Master, attested by 
the Recorder, and under the seal of the Council." 

Amend Sec. 1 of Art. I., so that the words in parenthesis (The style of all of 
whom is Hight Illustrious) immediately follow the woTds "Grand Steward." 

Amend the Constitution of this Grand Council, by striking out the words 
"Deputy Grand Master" wherever they occur, and by substituting in place 
thereof the words "Grand Deputy Master." 

Amend Sec. 4 of Art. I., by inserting after the words "Grand Principal Con
ductor of the Work," these words, viz. : "Grand Treasurer, Grand Recorder, 

, 
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Grand Captain of the Guard, Grand Conductor of the Council, Grand Lecturer, 
Grand Marshal, and Grand Steward." 

Amend Sec. 1 of Art. I., so that when amended it shall read: "This Grand 
Council shall be composed of a Grand Master (whose style is Most Illustrious), 
a Grand Deputy Master, Grand Principal Conductor of the Work, Grand Treas
urer, Grand Recorder, Grand Captain of the .Guard, Grand Conductor of the 
Council, Grand Chaplain, Grand Lecturer, Grand Marshal, Grand Steward (the 
style of all of who.mis Hight Illustrious), Grand Sentinel (whose style is Illus
trious), all Past Grand Masters, and all Masters, Deputy Masters, and Principal 
Conductors of the Work, for the time being, of the several Councils under its 
jurisdiction, with all Past Masters of such Councils, who shall have been in
stalled as such prior to January 1st, 1H81, so long as such Past Grand or Subor
inate officers shall rnmain members of any Council under the jurisdiction of this 
Grand Council." 

Amend Sec. 36 of Art. Ill., by adding to it, at the end thereof, these words: 
"provided that when any member shall be, or become, a resident in the juris
diction of another Grand Council, a dimit may be granted to him direct, and 
without compliance with the foregoing provisions." 

Amend Sec. I) of Art. I., by adding at the end thereof, "or by a General 
Grand Council for the time being." 

AMENDMENT PHOPOSED AT LAST ANNUAi, ASSEMBLY. 

Amend Sec. 1 of Art. l., by striking out the words, "who shall have been 
installed as.~uch prior to January 1st, 1881." 

'l'he Specittl Committee on the Grand Master's Address present
ed the following report, which was, on motion, received and their 
recommendations adopted,: 

To TIIE M.".P.".GHAND COUNCIL OF H. ". AND S.-.~f. ·.'s OFi;TUE 
STATE 01" NEW YOTlK: 

The Special Committee to w horn was referred the Addrf!SS of the M-. ·I. -. Grand 
Master for sub-division and reference of its several parts to appropriate Com
mittees, respectfully recommend that so much of the Address as relates to the 
proposed Amendments to the Constitution, and the amendments themselves, be 
referred to the Committee oli Constitution and By-Laws . 

So much as relates to the dues of Utica, Hudson, and Pentalpha Councils be 
referred to the Committee on Finance and Accounts. 

So much.as relates to the Fraternal Dead, to a Special Committee of three. 
And the entire Address, evidencing as it do€s the zeal and ability of the 

Grand Master, is earnestly commended to the consideration of this Grand 
Council. 

Fraternally submitted, 

_________________ .. 

GEO. McGOWN, } 
GEO. A. NEWELL, Committee. 
JOHN F. SHAFER 

----·- -~ -~-----------
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The Grand Council was then called from labor until 1 o'clock 
this afternoon. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8th, 1885-1 o'clock, P. M. 

The Grand Council resumed its session. 
Officers and Representatives as at the morning's session. 
The Minutes of the morning's session were read a.nd approved. 
'rhe Committee un Credentials and Returns presented the follow-

ing report, which was, on motion, received: I 
'fo THEM. -.P. ·.GRAND COUNCIL 01• R. .. AND s. -.M. -.'s OF Tll]J] 

STA'l'E OF NEW YOI\K: 

Your Committee on Credentials and Returns report that, in addition to the 
Grand Officers and permanent membe1·s of this Crand Council, the following 
Councils have made i·eturns and paid dues, and their Representatives, as desig
nated below, are entitled to seats in this Grand Body : 

COLUM.BIAN ......... No. 1. P. M. W. Verhoeven .......... Proxy. 
·UNION ............. '' 2. W. P. VVorster... .. . . . . . . . . . . . " 

BROOKI,YN .......... " 4. '.Vm. M. Smith ............... P. ·.C. ·.of W. ·. 
ADEJ.PHIC. . . . . . . . . . " 7. P. C. Benjamin ................ Master. 
BLOSS..... . ..... " 14. John F. Shafer................ " 
BRUCE ....... . " 15. 
SOUTHERN TIER .... " 16. 
BUFFAI,O ......... " 17. 
D01uc .............. " 19. 
KEYSTONE .......... " 20. 
DE WITT CLIN'l'ON .. " 22. 
ONT AlUO . . . . . . • .. . . " 23. 
DUNKIRK .......... " 25. 
p ALMYRA ...... , . . . . " 26. 
UTICA .............. "' 28. 
CORNING . . . . . . . . . . " 53. 
PEEI'8KIJ,L . . . . . . . . " 55. 
HUDSON ........... " 62. 
SING SING .......... " 64. 
l'rHAOA.. . . . . . . . . . . " 68. 

ADDlSON . . . . . . . . . . . " 69. 
NEPl'ERIIAN....... " 70. 
ALPll-OMEGA. . . . . . . " 71. 

Charles N Palmer ............. Dep. M. 
Comad vV ehues ....•.......... Master. 
Cyrus K. Porter ............... Dep. M. 
Willard S. Bradt .............. Proxy. 
E. A. Hockwood ............... l\faster. 
John A. Davis ............... . 
John N. Macomb, Jr ........... Proxy. 
B. l{athbun................... '' 
George McGown............... " 
B. S. Frisbie. . . . . . . .. . . . ..... Master. 
Charles H. Thomson ........... Proxy. 
David Griffin .................. Master. 
·w. II. Scoville ................ Proxy. 
J. Holly Platt ................ Master. 
A. B. Wood................... '' 
George E. Priest ............... Proxy for D.M. 
Enoch C. Cowan ............... Master. 
Joseph M. Tompkins ........... P. ·.C. ·.of 'IV.·. 
George A. Newell . . . . . . . . . . . . Master. 

Hespectfnlly submitted, 

CEO. VAN VLIET, } 
A. B. WOOD, Committee. 
E. A. ROCKWOOD. 

, 
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The Committee on Unfinished Business presented the following 
report, which was, on motion, received and accepted: 

To TIIE M. ·.P. ·. GRAND COUNCIL OF R. ·. AND s. ·.M. ·:s OF TIIE 
S'.l'ATE 01<' NEW YORK : 

The Committee on Unfinished Business fi~d no material on which to exhibit 
their willingnes!J to perform the duties assigned them-:--all business having 
either been acted upon, or i11 the hands of Committees for action. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CONRAD WEHNES,} 
C. S. HANKS, Committee. 
WM. M. SMITH. 

The Committee on Warrants and Dispensations presented the 
following report, which was, on motion, received and accepted: 

To THEM. ·.P. ·. GRAND COUNCIL OF'R. ·.AND s. ·.M. ·.'s 01'' THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK: 

Your Committee on Warrants and Dispensations respectfully report that no 
business requiring the attention of this Grand Council has been submitted for 
their consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WM. DOWNES, } 
J. HOLLY PLATT, Committee. 
J. M. TOMPKINS. 

The time (as fixed by special order) for the election of Offi0ers 
for the ensuing year having arrived, the Grand Master appointed 
as tellers, Companions CHARLES W. BROWN and B. S. FRISBIE, 
when the Grand Council proceeded to the election with the follow
ing result: 
Comp. J·oHN W. UOBURN, of Morrisania, elected .. M. ·.I. ·.GrandMaster. 

JOHN L. BROTHERS, of Buffalo, .. R. ·.I.·. Dep. Master. 
"'RALPH c. CHIUSTIANCE, of Ithaca, " P. ·.c. ·.of w. ·. 

JOHN F'. BAJ.DWIN, of New York, " Treasurer. 
GEO. v AN VLIET, " Recorder. 

The Grand Master made the following appointments : 
Comp. EDWARD M. L. EHLERS, of New York ............. Grand C. of the G. 

JOHN N. MACOMB, Jn., " Branchport............ C. of the C. 
,,· ALEX. B. KrNG, '' Troy................... Marshal. 

Rev. JoHN G. WEBSTER, " Greenbush............ Chaplain. 
SAMUEL c. PIERCE, " Rochester... . . . . . . . . • . . Lecturer. 
GEOitGE A. NEWELL, · "-Medina............... Steward. · 

;..-~-·-·~-J-oH~N-H~o-oL_E_'~~~~~-"~N-e-w~Y-o_r_k_._·_·_··_·_·_·_·_··-·~-"~_s_e_n_t_in_e_l.~~~:I' 
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Committee on Foreign Correspondence. 

Companions GEO. M. OSGOODBY, CRAB.LES W. BROWN, 
and WM. SHERER. 

Committee on Library. 

Companions GEO. VAN VLIET, CHARLES W. BROWN. 
and JOHN G. BARKER. 

The Commi_ttee on Constitution and By-Laws presented the fol
lowing report, which was, on motion, received, and, after discus
sion, the 1st· recommendation of the Committee was rejectl'd, the 
2d and 3d adopted : 

To THEM. '.P. ',GRAND COUNCIL OF R. '. ANDS. '.M. '.'S OF THE 

STATE OF NEW YOllK: 

Your Committee on Constitution and By-Laws would respectfully report
lst. That we disapprove of that portion of the proposed amendment to Sec. 

11 of Art. I. of the Constitution, which provides that the first two lines of such 
section be stricken out, and recommend the adoption of so much of such amend
ment as refers to the power of the Grand Master in appointing time and place 
of the Assemblies of the Grand Council, and to the hour of its opening. So 
that the said section shall read, when amended, as follows : 

Art. I., Sec. 11.-The Grand'Cotincil shall by resolution at each Annual As
sembly fix the·time and place for holding the next Annual Assembly, which 
shall open at ten o'clock in the morning. In case of the failure of the Grand 
Council to fix such time and place, the Grand Master shall designate the same, 
and the presence of one of the first three elective Officers of this Grand Council, 
or, in the event 9f the non-attendance of either of such elective Officers on the 
day appointed for the Annual Assembly, then the same may be opened by any 
Past Grand Master of this Grand Council, and such Officer with the Represent
atives of five subordinate Councils shall be necessary to constitute a quorum. 
But a Special Assembly may be called whenever the acting Grand Master may 
deem it 'necessary, and also whenever it shall be required by five Councils under 
this jurisdiction, provided such requisition be made in writing to the acting 
Grand Master. 

2d. That the proposed amendment to Art. I., Sec. 1, to strike out the words, 
"who shall have been installed as such prior to January 1st, 1881," be adopted. 
· 3d. That the proposed amendment to Art. I., Sec. 6, to strike out the words 
in the fifth line thereof, "He may make Royal and Select Masters at sight in a 
Council," be rejected. 

:All of which is respectfully submitted. 

GEO. M. OSGOODBY, } 
JOHN J. MAHTIN, Committee. 
JOHN N. MACOMB, JR. 

, 
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The Committee on the Fraternal Dead presented the followi:qg 
report, which was received and their recommendations adopted : 

To TIIE M. ·.P. ·. GRAND COUNCIL OF R. ·. AND s. ·.M ... 's OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK: 

The Special Committee, to which was referred so much of the M. ·.I. ·.Grand 
Master's Address as relates to the Fraternal Dead, would beg leave respectful)y 
to report, and recommend as follo~s : · · 

Your Committee would present as a matter of devout gratitude to Him in 
whom we live and move and have our being, that the number is so small of 
those of our own Companions that have been called from tl].eir earthly labors 
since we last met in Annual Assembly, as well as that but one of cmr sister 
Grand Jurisdictions are reported as having been called to mourn the l9ss of ltl).Y 
of their distinguished members. Your Committee beg leave to state that the 
late death of a constitutional member of this Grand Council, not reporj;ed-to the 
Grand Master, was communicated after the appointment of this Committee, .to 
wit: T. ·.III.·. Comp. ELIZUR Russm,J,, Past T. ·.I. ·.M. ·.of Utica Council No.28. 
That Companion Russ ELL attained to the exalted honor. which he reached. by 
the favor of his constituents of Utica Council is prima facia evi<j.ence of ]lis 
.Masonic worth, and therefore your Committee would incorporate his n_ame .in 
this report, and would recommend that the assurance of our fraternal sympa,tl].y 
be extended to our Cryptic Companions of Illinois in the death of the late Com
panion ARNOJ,D R. ROBINSON, for many years Grand Sentinel of tP.iit Grand 
Council, as well as to the families of those deceased members of this jurisdic
tion whose names have been mentioned and referred. Also it is hereby r!Jcom
mended that a memorial page in our printed Proceedings be !iedicated to our 
late Companions, R. ·.III. ·.WM. J. SURRE, Past Grand Recorder, and T. ·.I.·. 
Comp. ~LIZUR RussELL. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN G. WEBSTER,} 
B. A. FRISBIE, Committee. 
E. C. COWAN. 

The Officers (elected and appointed) for the ensuing year were 
installed in. their several stations by M. ·.P. ·. GEO. M. OsGOODBY, 
General Grand Master of the General Grand Council of R. ·. and 
S. ·. M. ·. of the U. ·.S. ·., as Installing Officer, assis.ted by :M .. :.I.·. 
THOMAS GLIDDON, as Grand Marshal. 

The Representatives· of our sister Grand Jurisdictions .were .re
ceived by the Grand Master, and while extending to them the )land 
of welcome, desired them to co11vey to their respectiye Gran4 ~p.d-
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ies the greetings of this Grand Council, and its earnest desire for 
their prolonged health and prosperity. 

The Committee on Finance and Accounts presented the follow
ing report, which was, on motion, received, and their recommen
dations adopted : 

To THE M. ·.P. ·. GRAND COUNCIL OF R. ·. AND s ... M .. .'s Ol!' THE 

STATE OF NEW YORK: 

Your Committee have examined the accounts of the Grand Recorder and 
Grand Treasurer, and find them correct. 

We recommend the payment of the following sums : 

To Grand Recorder, for salary ..................................•.. $250 00 
" " " expenses . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 75 
" Chairman of Committee on Foreign Correspondence ... . . . . . . . . • • . . 50 00 
" Grand Master, for expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 00 
" " Sentinel, for services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5 00 
" " " " expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 50 

For Rent of Room and Safe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 00 
" Pay of Representatives..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 468 68 

To "Library Committee," towardl:l the reprint of the early Proceedings 
of this Grand Council. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 00 

We also recommend the expenditure by the Grand Recorder of such an 
amount as may be necessary to print 500 copies of the Proceedings 
of this Annual Assembly with the revised Constitution, together 
with such extra copies of the Constitution as he may deem neces
sary for the use of this Grand Council. 

After carefully considering the matter of Utica Council No. 28, Pentalpha 
Council No. 36, and Hudson Council No. 62, your Committee recommend that 
the unpaid dues to the present time of Utica Council No. 28 and Hudson Coun
cil' No. 62, as well as such dues as accrued pending the acceptance of the war_ 
rant of Pentalpha Council No. 36, be remitted. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN W. COBURN,} 
A. B. KING, . Committee. 
GEO. E. PRIEST. 

The first Tuesday in September, 1886, at ten o'clock, A. M., was 
designated as the time, and New York City as the place, for the 
next Annual Assembly of this Grand Council. 

M. ·.Ill.·. GEO. M. OsGOODBY offered the following resolution, 
which was, on motion, received and adopted: 

, 

•• ~j 
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Resolved, That the Library Committee be and they are hereby authorized to 
procure the printing of 500 copies of the earlier Proceedings of this Body as 
soon as the funds appropriated to such Committee be sufficient for that purpose. 

M. '.I.·. JOHN D. WILLIAMS offered the following resolution of 
greeting to the Grand Council of Oregon, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the congratulations of the Grand Council of Royal and Select 
Masters of the State of New York be and are hereby heartily extended to the · 
Grand Council of the State of Oregon upon the successful organization of that 
Body as the head of the Cryptic Rite of that State, and that we respectfully re
quest an exchange of Representatives. 

The thanks of the Grand Council were .unanimously tendered to 
our immediate Past M. ·.I.'. Grand Master, TIIOlfA.S GLIDDON, not 
ouly for the abilityexhibiteq· du]:ing his administration and for the 
impartiality.shown in all matters submitted for his consideration, 
but for his earnest efforts to arouse from lethargy some of our 
sleeping offsprings. 

The exemplification of the work at this Annual Assembly was, 
on motion, dispensed with . 

On motion, the Grand Master was requesred to apportion the 
various Councils in this jurisdiction to the several Grnnd Officers 
for official visitation. 

The Annual Assembly of the Grand Council of Royal and Select 
Masters of the State of New York was then 'closed in ample form. 

Grand Recoi·dei·. 

/ 



COMPANION 

WILLIAM J. SURRE, 

Past Thrice Illustrious Master of Columbian 
Council No. I. 

Died April 2d, 1885. 

• 1_l 
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COMPANION 

ELIZUR RUSSELL, 
Past Thrice Illustrious Master of Utica 

Council No. 28. 

Died July, 1885. 
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RECEIPTS FOR DUES. 

From Columbian 

Union 

Brooklyn 

"_j[Adelphic 

Bloss 

Council No. 1, for dues to August 1st, 1885 .... 

2, 

4, 

7, 

14, 

Bruce 15, 

Southern Tier 16, 

Buffalo 17, 

J,Doric 19,~." 

Keystone 20, 

De Witt Clinton, 22, 

Ontario 23, acct. 

Dunkirk 25, 

Palmyra: 26, 

Utica 28, 

Olean 33, (2 yrs.) 

Hornellsville D5, 

Corning 53, 

Peekskill 55, 

Hudson ~2, 

Sing Sing 64, 

Ithaca 68, 

Addison 69, 

Nepperhan 70, 

Alph-Omega 71, 

$13 09 

38 00 

41 00 

81 00 

152 00 

25 00 

38 50 

80 uO 

162 50 

70 00 

95 00 

11 50 

43 00 

20 00 

56 00 

39 00 

15 00 

15 00 

13 00 

21 00 

14 50 

35 50 

10 50 

18 00 

26 50 

$1,134 50 

, 

\ 



OF.FICERS~ LOCATION AND DATE OF MEETINGS 

OF SUBORDINATE COUNCILS. 

0 z 
WHERE LOCATED. 

NAME. MASTER. DEPUTY llIASTER. P. C. OF W. RECORDER. 

CITY on'l'owN CoUNTY. 

COLUMBIAN...... 1 L. II. Raymond. T. Cunnington. \Vm. F. ,J. Thieri;1. P. 1\f. \V.Vcrhoevcn. New York. 
UNION .......... 2 E.W. Hrndley. W. Wolcott Marks Mllrvin ll. f:onktin. Miles W. Goo<lycar. New York. 
AnY.LPinc ........ 7 P. C. Benjamin. Alex B. Butt~. Frc<lcrick Km1tcr. John \V. ('Oburn. New York. 
IlLoss ............ J4John F. 8hufer. 8amncl Judd. S. V. St11rtcvn11t. Geo. Lobddl. 'rroy. 
13RUCE ........... 15 Joh11 Hodge. Chns. N. Palmer. Perry Stowell. V. N. 1Jouglm3. Locl5port. 
8ouTIIEitN T1BR .. 16 Conrad \Vchnes. D. 0. Jlrown. F. E. Clcveluud, \V-. A. l\.i11gi:;lrnry, Elmira. 
BUFFALO._ ..... 17. Girard :Mc Vicar. Cyrus K. Porter. Theo. L.Wad~worth Guo. L. Kingi::ton. Buffnlo. 

~~i~~-o~·E:: ·:: :: ~ ~~1l~ci{~~~!.~;d: ~~~t~·i~!~~~l.i11. ~'.cJ1_afi~~~n~eari11g. ~~~~~~ {/ell~1>~J!~~-- ~~~:fl!~~~~cr. 
DEWITT C1,1NTON 2Q ,John A. Davis. II. J. McDonald. A. l\I. Mull: ,J.E. Allan•on. Alh:my. 
0NTA1UO •..•..•.. Z'3 0. F. Ra11dolph. Edwurd Kcndull. J. Henry Smith. James Cair11s. Pe1111 Yun. 
lluNKIHK ..•..... 25 T. H . .Mori1m. B1~11j. L. Harrii::o11. John l11lliard. Uharh•i:; Blood. Dunkirk. 
PALMYHA ........ i!15 Mark C. Finley. Charle~ Deyo. Edwi11 H. Audcrson. Geo . .McGow11. Puhuym. 
UTICA ...........• 28 B. S. Fri:5bie. Chnrlcti C. ::;ha\'t•r. Etlw~1rd Lnwr-;011. 0. G. Browne. Utica. 
OLKAN .•••....... a.:s c. s. Ha11kti. Alfred IL Abbey. Johll A. 'rnylor. LeGra11ge F'. Moore. Ulcall. 
lloHN1<;L1.sv1LLE •• :15 \Vm. L. Collins. P. M. Nash, Jr. Jo~eph Hani8. \V. IL V1111 Dui-:e11. llornellsvillc. 
KoNHOG'fON .•...• 40 \Vm. H. Shepard Henry Faucett. Cha:5. H. Mowers. V. Brother. B1t1ll. 
CORNING ....•.•. &a Edward ()li~dcll. George n. Hill. \\Tm. A. \Vicks. Geo. ·Hitchcock. Coruin~. 
l'EKiiBKILL, .••..• 55 Uavid Griffin. ,Jol111 Il11ncock. l{obert.. Brow11. 'rhoi::. J. llodgkins. Pl'ckr:kill. 
Hun~oN ......•.. 62 IIcnry Knrtl'I. E. \Valdro11. ChnH. ],. '1'. Ben!. 11,. Carrol Ila11kt5. Ilmhmn. 
SINO S1No ••••••• 64 J. Holly Plutt. Smith Lent. ,J. Wc!':dey Lo:5sc. Geo. I .. ockwoocl. Sing- Sing. 
ITHACA ...... ' ..... 6~ A. B. Wood. H. G. Ghri"tinnce. G. W. Melot.le. II. llf. Hibbard. Itlrnca. 
ADDISON •.•••.•• _ Utl l{ev. E. C. Cowan. J. L. 'Vomho11gh. Lorin Aldrich. IL R. Ainsworth. Addison. 
NEPPEHIIAN •..••. 70John E. Murphy. II. 8 . .Sproull. Jo1:1. 1\1; 'l1ompkin8. 1£dwin A. Q.nic;k. Youkt·rs. 
·ALPII-OMEGA ..... 71 Geo. A. Newell. C. D. !toss. H. H. Wilkin,. John LJidelmun. Albion. 

New York. 
New York. 
New York. 
Rm188elaer. 
Ningura. 
Chcnnmg. 
Erie. 
~1011\'oe. 
Erie. 
All><rny. 
Ynte:5. 
Chn1111.111qna. 
\Vay11c. 
Onl'ida. 
Cattn1·a11gus. 
Stcnhcu. 
St.cul1en. 
Steuhe11. 
\Vcslchc8tcr. 
Col11mbia. 
\V c~tchc~ter. 
'l'ompki11~. 
Steuhcn. 
\Ve~tche1-1tcr. 
Orll•m1~. 

DATE OF lllEETINGS. 

2d or 4th ilfonday. 
:Jd Satnhh1y. 
bt Sat.nrday. 
1st Friduy. 
1•t & :Jc! Wetlneedays. 
:·ld Monduv. 
311 Thnr,;rfoy. 
1•t. & 3d Wedne"lays. 
8<1 Hatnrclay. 
3t11'hure:llay. 
Lnst rrucsdny. 
1st Wednesday. 
2cl Monday. 

1st. Wednesday. 
l~t Wcc!ncsdny. 
4th Friduy. 
1"t & 4th Thursdays. 
:.!d ~tonday. 
1st. Monday. 
1i3t & :~d li'ridnys. 
:lcl }1011duy. 
2d 'ruci-:dny. 
1st & ;{d Wednesdays. 
2d Wcdnesduy. 
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REPRESENTATIVES 
OF OTHER 

GRAND COUNCILS NEAR THE GRAND COUNCIL 
OF NEW YORK. 

ALABAMA .....••..•••..••.. John W. Coburn ••.....••••.•••. Morrisania; 

CONNECTICUT ••..••..•••.•• P. M. W. Verhoeven .•••••...•.. New York City. 

CAN ADA •....•••.•••.•..... James McCredie ....••••••••.•.. Buffalo. 

ENGLAJS"D, WALES, &c .•..•• Albert G. Goodall. ••••.••.•••... New York City. 
'(o\ 

FLORIDA .••.•..•...•...•. John F. Baldwin .••••••..••..•.. 

GEORGIA ........•......... Geo. M. Osgoodby .•••••••.•••.•. Buffalo. 

INDIANA ................... Hawley Klein ................. . 

KANSAS ........••..••...• John D. "\\'illiams ..•••••..••..•• Elmira. 

KEJS"TUCKY ••..••..••..••.. E. M. L. Ehlers .•••.....•••..... New York City. 

LOUISIANA ......••......... Philander Reed .....•••.•..••••• 

MAINE ............••...... G. Fred. Wiltsie ................ Albany. 

MASSACHUSETTS .•••.•••.... John J. Martin .•••.•••••.•.•••.. 

MrssOURI. ................. John L. Brothers ..••.••.•••.••. Buffalo. 

MICHIGAN ..••.•••.••..••.. Thomas Gliddon .•..••..•••••••• Rochester. 

l\frNNESOTA ••..•••.•••.•••. Alex. B. King .••.•....•.••••.•. Troy. 

MARYLAND •••.••...•..•... Geo. M. Osgoodby •••.•...••..•• Buffalo. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE ••.••••• (foo. Van Vliet •••.••..•••.•••.. New York City. 

NEW BRUNSWICK (CAN.) •••. G. Fred. Wiltsie •••.••••••••••. Albany. 

NEW JEUSEY .••.•••.••..•. Charles H. Thomson •••.••••••.. Corning. 

OHIO .. · .....••••.•••.•••••. Darwin E. Morgan •••.•••••••••. Buffalo. 

PENNSYLVANIA •.••••...... Robert Macoy .•...•••••••.••.•.. New York City. 

RHODE ISLAND ••••.•••.••.. Charles W. Brown ••••••..•••••• 

TENNESSEE •••••••.•••.•••. John N. Macomb, Jr •••••••.•••. Branchport. 

VERMONT ..•••.•••.•••••••. Ralph c. Christiance •••.••..•••. Ithaca. 

, 

\ 
/ 
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REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE 

GRAND COUNCIL OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
NEAR OTHER GRAND COUNCILS. 

ALABAMA ...•...•.•••.••... Benjamin F. Pope......... . . • • .Mobile. 

CONNECTICUT • • . • . ..•••... Jam es s. Gould .•••••••.••••.... Bridgeport. 

CANADA ...........•.•••.... Daniel Spry ....•••..••.••.•.... Toronto. 

ENGLAND, w ALES, &c •..... Nathaniel George Philips •••..... London, Eng. 

FLORIDA .........•••.•••.•. James A. Chaffin .••..•••••••... Milton. 

GEOUGIA ....•.......•....• Anselm Sterne ....••••.• · •.••.... Albany. 

INDIANA .........••....•... Lucienne A. Foote ••••••..•.•... Crawfordsville. 

KANSAS ...•••..••.•.•.... David Brockway •••...•.•.•..... Topeka. 

KENTUCKY .•....••..•..•.. V\rilliam Ryan .....•••..••....... Louisville. 

LOUISIANA .....••.......... Rev. Thomas D. Lawson .....••.. Bastross. 

MAINE . . . • .......•••.••.. Josiah H. Drummond.. • •....... Portland. 

MASSACHUSETTS ........... Wm. Porter Anderson ••••....... Boston. 

Missounr. •....•..•.....•.. Noah l\f. Given .••..•••.•••..... St. Louis. 

MICHIGAN .............•... H. Shaw Noble .••••.• ·.·• •...... Monroe. 

MINNESOTA ....••...•..•.•• Geo. W. Cooley ..........•...... Minneapolis. 

MARYLAND .•.............. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE •••....... Henry P. Glidden .•••.••...•.... Dover. 

NEW BnuNSWICK (CAN.) ••.. D.R. Munroe ................... St. Johns. 

NEW JERSEY •••••••..••.. Marcus Higginbotham •••.••..... Jersey City. 

Omo . ...........•••••.•... Henry N ewbegin ..••.•••..••.... Circleville. 

PENNSYLVANIA ..•.•.•••... Geter C. Shidle .....••••••.••.•. Pittsburgh. 

RHODE ISLAND ..•••.•••.•.. A. H. Cushman .••.......••..•.• Providence. 

TENNESSEE •.•.....••..... John Frizzell ....••.•..•••••.•.. Nashville.· 

VERMONT ....•....•.•.•.... Geo. H. Bigelow •...•••••••.••• Burlington. 
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OFFICERS FOR 1885-6. 

JOHN W. COBURN •••••..... of Morrisania .••. M. ·.I. '.Grand Master. 
JOHN L. BBOTHERS .....•••. of Buffalo ....... R ·.I. ·.Grand Deputy Master. 
RALPH C. CHRISTIANCE .... of Ithaca ..... .,.. P. C. of W. 
JOH~ F,. ]BALPW~N .••••.... .,of New York.,... " '.l'r!laimr!)r. 
GEO. VAN VLIET ............ of New York.... ·Recorder. 
E. M. L. EHL~}JS ••...•••.•• of New.York.... C. of the G. 
JOHN N. MACOMB, Ju •...... of Branchport . . . C. of the C. 
ALEX. B. KING .....•..•...•. of Troy......... Marshal. 
REV. JOHN G. WEBSTER .... of Greenbush.... Chaplain. 
SAMUEL C. PIERCE ..•••..•. of Rochester. • • • • Lecturer. 
GEOR~.!!) .4· .NEWELL •..••.• of ME.ld}na ... , • . St!l~yar_d. 

JOHN HOOLE •••....••.•... of 'New York ..•• Ill.-. Sentinel. 
(Next Annual Assembly, September 7th, 1886.) 

~· 

OFFICERS OF THE GENERAL GRAND COUNCIL 
OF THE U.NJT.~0 $TATES. 

GEO. M. OSGOODBY •••.••••.......................•••. of Buffalo, N. Y., 
JIJ.-.P. ·. Gmwi·al Gmnd Jlfastm·. 

GEO. J. 'PI~CJ5A~D ................................ o.f NE,)w 0!'.leaµs, Lit., 
R. · .P. '. GeneMl Grand D.epnty Master. 

GEO. "W. COOLEY ................................. of Minneapolis, Minn., 
R. -.P.-. G'enm·al Gmnd P. C. of W; 

ORESTES A. B. SENTER ................................ Columbus, Ohio, 
P. '. Gmwral Gra11d Treasure>·. 

BENJAMIN J,!',. HALLER ••••...................•....•••. Memphis, Ten!!., 
P. ·. Ge11e1·al Grand Recorder. 

ROBER'r 'VAN V ALZAH ..•••..•................•..•.•• Terra Haute, Ind., 
;:>. •. Genei·c1l Gmnd C. of the G. 

JOH~ H~lG.11, ............•.. , .... , ,. .............. Sommerville, M11-s.s., 
P. ·. Geiieml Grand C. of the C. 

HENRY S. ORME ...................................... Los Angelos, Cal., 
P. ·• Genei·al Gmnd JJfa1·slial. 

GEO. :J:,. AfcO,AHAN ..................... ,. ., ............. Baltimo.re, Md., 
P. '. Geneml Grand, Steward. 
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fREAMBLE. 

WE, the several Councils now hailing from and constituting the jurisdiction 
of the MOST PurSSAN'l' GlUND COUNCIL 01' ROYAJ, AND SELECT MASTERS OF 
THE STATE OF NEW YORK, for the purpose of promoting harmony and broth
erly love, advancing our Order, diffusing Masonic instruction; and regulating 
our labors by one uniform standard, DO OlrnAIN AND DECLARE the following 
Articles to be the CONSTITU'fION of this Grand Council. 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE I. 

OF THID GRAND COUNCIT,. 

§ 1. This Grand Council shall be composed of a Grand Master (wlidse style ii:i 
Most IllustriOLlS), a Grand Deputy Master, Grand Principal' Conductor' of die 
Work, Grand Treasurer, Grand Hecorder, Grand Captain of the Guard', Grand 
Conductor of the Council, Grand Chaplain, Grand Lecturer, Grarid Marsiuil, 
Grand Steward (the style of all of wliom is Riglit Illustrious), aiid' Grand' Senti' 
nel (whose style is Illustrious), all Past Grand Masters, and ali Masters, Deputy 
Ma~ters, and Principal Conductors of the Work, fof the tiine being, of the' sev
eral Councils under its jurisdiction, with ail Past :Masters of such Counciis', so 
long as such Past Grand and Subordinate office·rs shall remain inein'b'ers of any 
Council under the jurisdiction of this Grand Council. 

§ 2. Each officer and perinanerit member of this Grand Council i's e.iititfoci to 
one vote, and the acting Grand Master to an additional vote' in case of an equal 
division ; and eac:O. Council of fifty members or less shall be' entitl'ea'.- to' three 
votes if duly represented', and an additional vote for eiich additional fi'fty inetn
bers. Grand Officers and permanent members inay vote as sucli an·<f as· Repre
sentatives. 
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§ 3. Each warranted Council within this jurisdiction is entitled to be repre
sented in this Grand Council by its first three officers, but in case either of them 
cannot attend, the Council (or in case of it.s failure so to do, its Master or acting 
Master) may appoint in place of the absent officer a proxy, who shall be a mem
ber of a Council under the jurisdiction of this Grand Council, and shall furnish 
said proxy a certificate of appointment over the signature of the Master (or act
ing Master), attested by the Recorder, and under the seal of the Council. 

§ 4. The first five officers of this Grand Council shall be elected at the Annual 
. Assembly, by ballot, and by a majority of votes; and the remaining officers 
shall be appointed by the Grand Master, and hold office during his pleasure. 
But no Companion shall be eligible to the office of Grand Master, Grand Deputy 
Master, or Grand Principal Conductor of the Work, Grand Treasurer, Grand 
Recorder, Grand Captain of the Guard, Grand Conductor of the Council, Grand 
Lecturer, Grand Marshal, and Grand Steward, unless he shall be a present or 
Past Master of a Subordinate Council; provided nothing herein shall be so con
strued as to render ineligible any Companion who has heretofore served in 
either of those offices. 

§ 5. The Grand Council shall have the sole government and superintendence 
of the several Councils under its jurisdiction; shall have power to assign. their 
limits, prescribe the fees for admission, and settle controversies that may arise 
between them. It shall also have power to grant Warrants to new Councils 
within the t:ltate of New York, or in any other State or 'l'erritory unoccupied by . 
a Grand Council, or, by a General Grand Council for the time being. 

§ 6. The Grand Master has power to convene any Council within this juris
diction, to preside therein, to inspect its proceedings, and require its conformity 
to Masonic rules; he may require the attendance of, and information from, any 
Grand Officer respecting his office ; he may make Royal and Select Masters at 
sight, in a Council ; he may grant Dispensations for new Councils, on proper 
application, when the Grand Council is not in session ; he may appoint and ac
credit foreign Representatives to and from this Grand Council, and during the 
recess of the Grand Council may exercise all its executive functions. 

§ 7, SuB. 1. 'l'he Grand Deputy Master s)rnll exercise a general supervision 
over all Subordinate Councils and affairs of the Cryptic Rite in such portion of 
the jurisdiction nearest his residence as may be designated by the Grand Mas
ter, subject, however, in all cases to the approval of the Grand Master; and in 
case of the death, absence, or inability of the Grand Master, will succeed to his 
powers, duties, and prerogatives for all purposes. 

Sim. 2. In case of the death, absence, or inability of the Grand Master and 
the Grand Deputy Master, the Grand Principal Conductor of the Work will 
succeed to the powers, duties, and prerogatives of Grand Master. 

§ 8. It shall be the duty of the Grand Recorder : 
1. 'l'o record the transactions of the Grand Council. 
2. To register the members of Councils under this jurisdiction, returned to 

him for that purpose, with the particulars set forth in such returns. 
3. To receive, duly file, and safely keep all papers and documents of the 

Grand Council. 

( 

\ 
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I 
4. To sign and certify all instruments from the Grand Council. 
5. To prepare, 'for the Annual Assembly, a correct list of the officers, past 

officers, and members of the Grand Council entitled to vote, together 
with the names and numbers of all Subordinate Councils entitled to rep
resentation in this Grand Council. 

6. To receive and keep a proper account of all moneys belonging to the Grand 
Council, and pay over the same, without delay, to the Grand Treasurer. 

7. To report annually to the Grand Council the amount of moneys received 
by him, by items, and the specific sources from which it was received; 
also the Councils that have neglected to render proper returns of their 
elections, members, and dues, and such general information as to ·the 
state of the Councils as may be proper for the information or action of 
the Grand Council. 

8. To conduct the correspondence of the Grand Council, under the direction 
of the Gwnd Master, and in a Masonic manner. 

9. 'l'o attend, with all necessary writings, papers, and documents under his 
control, on all assemblies of the Grand Council, on requisition of the 
acting Grand Master; and also to attend upon the Grand Master, or 
Grand Deputy Master, on Masonic business, when required. 

10. To transmit to the several Grand Councils in correspondence with this 
Grand Council, a certificate of the election of the Grand Officers, imme
diately thereafter, containing their signatures respectively, and authenti
cated under his hand and the seal of the Grand Council, with a request 
for a similar document from each of said Grand Council5 ; and, 

11. To attend to all such other matters and duties as, by Masonic usage, ap
pertain to his office. 

§ 9. It shall he the duty of the Grand Treasurer : 
1. To take charge of all the funds, property, securities and vouchers of the 

Grand Council. 
2. To pay all orders duly drawn and attested, under general regulations, or 

special directions of the Grand Council. 
3. 'l'o attend on the Grand Council or its presiding officer, when required, 

with the hooks and all necessary documents relating to his office ; and to 
attend, when required, the meeting df any Committee whose duty it may 
he to act in relation to the fisc2J affairs of the Grand Council. 

4. To report annually to the Grand Council the amount of his receipts and 
expenditures, by items, and from whom rnceived, and to whom paid; 
and the .amount of securities in his hands, for funds invested by the 
Trustees. 

5. To execute and file with the Grand Recorder an official bond, with two or 
more sufficient .sureties, to be approved by the Grand Master condi
tioned that he will pay or deliver on demand to the Grand Council, or to 
his successor in office, all funds and property of the Grand Council that 
shall come into his possession as Grand Treasurer ; and, 

6. To pay and deliver, at the expiration of his term of office, to his successor, 
or such person as shall be designated by the Grand Council, all moneys, 



6 

securities, evidences of debt, books, writings, and property of the. Grand 
Council under his control, with all proper assig-mnents, when necessary. 

§ 10. It shall be the duty of the Grand O!ficers whose duties have not been 
hereinbcfore specitically set forth, to discharge such functions as, by ancient 
usage, pertain to their offices. · 

§ 11. The Grand Council shall, by resolution, at each Annual Assembly, fix 
the time and place for holding the next Annual Assembly, and the presence of 
one of the first three Elective Officers of this Gi·and Council, and the represen
tatives of five Subordinate Coancils, shall be necessary to comtitute a quorum ; 
but a Special Assembly may be called, whenever the Grand Master may.deem 
it neces~ary ; and, also, whenever it shall be required by five Councils under 
this jurisdiction, provided such requisition be made iu writing to the Grand 
Master. 

§ 12. It shall be the duty of the Grand Master, as soon after his installation 
as may be practicable, to appoint a committee of three, to be called the Finance 
Committee, whose duty it shall be to superintend the financial concerns of .the 
Grand Council, to audit all bills against it, and to certify them by their sig::ia
tures, when correct, and to report at the Annual Assembly, or whenever re
quired by the Grand Council. 

§ 13. 'l'he Grand Master shall aypoint., at the Annual Assembly, as soon afier 
his installation as may be practicable, a Grand Lecturer, whose duty it shall be 
to atcend the Annual Assembly of the Grand Council, and he shall be a member 
thereof, and shall. during the session, exhibit to the members the standard 
work, which is approved and determined by the Grand Council for the practice 
of the Councils under its jurisdiction, unless the Grand Council shall otherwise 
order. It shall also be his duty to impart said Lectu1·es to the said Councils, or 
to Companions authorized to recoive them, whenever he shall he invited sci to 
do; and he may receive such compensation therefor as may be fixed by the 
Grand Council. He shall make an annual 1·eport of the state of proficiency of 
the Councils he may visit. 

§ 14. 'l'he Grand Hecorder, Grand 'l'rcasurer, and Grand Sentinel shall re
ceive such compensation as this Grand Council may, from time to time, deter
mine upon. 

§ 15. 'l'he revenues of this Grand Council shall be derived from theJollowing 
sources: 

For every Warrant ............................................. $30 00 
For every Dispensation to form a new Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 00 
And if a Warrant i8 aftenvmd granted, the additional Rum of, ....... 10 00 
For every other Dispensation. . . . . . . ....... ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 
For affixing the Seal to every Gran<l Council Diploma.... . . . . . . . . . . . 50 
For every Companion received and greeted in tt Subordinate Council. . 1 00 
For adjoining fee of every Select Mas: er. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 
Every Council shall pay for each of its members, annudly. . . . . . . . . . .50 

§ rn. Every Council shall be accountable to the Grand Council for the dues 
of each of its members embraced in its returns. 
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§ 17. 'fhe management of the Permanent Fund is vested in a Board of Trus
tees, denominated the "Trustees of the Permanent Fund," whose duty it sliaH 
be to take the best measures for the security and increase of said fund, and of 
all the invested funds of this Grand Council, and to invest, from time to time, 
as a majority may decide u pun, all money which shall come into the hands of 
the Grand 'freasurer, after paying the uecessary current expenses, and after 
leaving in his hands such su.m or sums for contingent purposes as the Grand 
Counci:l may, from time to time, direct. The said Trustees shall deposit in the 
hands of the Grand Treasurer the securities and vouchers of the said invested 
funds, and shall not have the power to transfer, sell, dispose of, or appropriate 
any part of the invested or permanent fund, without a vote of the Grand Coun
cil, at its Annual Assembly. Said Board of Trustees shall consist of three 
members of· the Grand Council, and shall be elected annually at the Annual 
Assembly, by ballot (unless it be una!1imously resolved at the time to take the 
vote by show of hands), and by a majOl'ity of votes. 

§ 18." '.fhere shall not Le a greater number of Councils established in the State 
than there are Royal Arch Chapters, nor more than one Council within the 
jurisdiction of each Chapter; and a Council shall not confer the degrees upon a 
candidate who rnsides nearer some other Council without the consent of such 
Council; nor upon a candidate who resides in another State, without the con
sent of .the Council in whose jurisdiction he resides; but two or more Councils 
located in the same city or villaee shail be accounted as equally I!ear, and shall 
hold concurrent jurisdiction; except that the Councils in the-cities of New York 
and Brooklyn shall have one and t:O.e same jurisdiction. 

§ 19. Any Council neglecting or refusing to make returns a:acl pay dues for 
two years, may be punished by the forfeiture of its vVarrar.t, and.only restored 
by payii1g all back clues, and offering sufHcient·apology for violation of the con
stituticnal rngulations of this Grand Cotmcil. 

§ 20. 'All goverrnental powers, whether executive, legislative, or judicial, not 
expressly' delegated by the G~and Council, are inherent in and reserved to it, as 
the supreme governing body. 

ARTICLE II. 

ItEGULATIONS FOR TilE GOV1'1\Nl\IENT OF SUBORDINATE COUNCILS. 

§ 21. A Council of Hoyal and Select Masters shall consist of a Master (whose 
style is Thrice Illustrious), a Deputy Master (whose style is Illustrious), a Prin
cipal Conductor of the Work (whose style is Illustrious), a Hecorder, 'freasurer, 
Captain of the Gnard, Conductor of the Council, Steward, and Sentinel, and as 
many mc:imbers as may be convenient, congregating and working by ~'irtue of a 
Warrant held under the Grand Council, and at the place designated in the War
rant, or by the Grand Council. 

§ 22. No Council of Hoyal and Select Masters in this State shall be consid
ered legal unless it has a Warrant from this Grand Council, or a Dispensation 
from the Grand Master; and no Dispensation shall be granted to form a new 



8 

Council, unless upon 'the application of not less than nine Royal and Select 
Masters in good standing, who must be vouched for as such, and who shall fur
nish evidence that all dues to the Council to which they formerly belonged are 
paid, or their connection therewith severed by lawful authority ; nor within 
sixty days next preceding the Annual Assembly of the Grand Council. No 
Warrant shall be granted to any such body, until it shall have given proof of 
its skill, by labor under Dispensation, and shall have furnished a certificate 
from the Grand Lecturer, or other Grand Officer, of its ability to confer the de
grees of the Cryptic Rite, and shall have obtained the consent and recommenda
tion of the nearest Council ; and Masonic communication is hereby forbidden 
between any Council under this jurisdiction, or any member thereof, and any 
Council or Assembly that may be working without such Warrant or Dispensa
tion, or with any of the individual members of such illegal Council or Assem
bly, or with any Companion, received or greeted therein, until such Council or 
Councils, person or persons, shall have been regularly healed. 

§ 23. The powers and privileges of a Subordinate Council are such as are de
fined in its Warrant, by this Constitution, or by the Ancient Landmarks. 

§ 24. No Warrant of a Council can be forfeited for cause other than that men
tioned in § 19, except upon charges regu:1!1rly made in the \}rand Council, at the 
Annual Assembly, of which due notice shall be given the Council, and an 
opportunity of being heard in defence, and then only for disobedience to this 
Constitution, ceasing to meet for one year or more, or for contumacy to the 
authority of the Grand Master or Grand Council; but a vVarrant may be sus
pended by the Grand Council or Grand Master at any time, upon proper cause, 
which suspension shall not extend beyond the next Annual Assembly. 

§ 25. 'l'he first five officers of a Subordinate Council, hereinbefore named, 
must be chosen annually, by ballot, and by a majority of the votes cast at the 
regular Assembly immediately preceding the Festival of St. John the Evange
list, and must be installed on or before the next regular Assembly thereafter; 
and the remaining officers shall be appointed by the Master, and hold office 
during his pleasure. 

§ 26. A Master may fill vacancies in office, except those of Master, Deputy 
Master, and Principal Conductor of the W'"ork, 'l'reasurer, and Recorder, at any · 
stated Assembly; but, in.case of vacancy in the offices in this section mentioned, 
an election can only be held by virtue of a Dispensation from the Grand Master, 
which is to be applied for by the Master of the Council, and is to be so certified 
by the Recorder. 

§ 27. 'fhe Master shall not be responsible for his official acts, or otherwise, to 
the Council over which he presides ; but shall be at all times subject to disci
pline from the Grand Council or Acting Grand Master. 

§ 28. It shall be the duty of the Recorder of a Council: 

1. To record the proceedings of the Council, ,under the direction of the pre
siding officer, which shall be read and approved by the Council before it 
is closed ; and such proceedings shall be submitted to the Grand Council 
whenever required. 

- \ 
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2. To receive all moneys paid into the Council, and pay. the same to the 
· Treasurer. 

3. To transmit, immediately after every election, a certificate thereof to the 
Grand Recorder. 

4. To make a full and complete return to the Grand Council, annually, .of all 
the mern bers of the Council, in such form and at such time, as may be , 
required by general regulation. 

fi. To certify and affix. th() seal of the Council to all returns and ceriificates 
of election rendered to the Grand Council; and, · 

6. To attest the official signature of the Master "to all other Masonic docu
ments, when necessary. 

§ 29. It shali be the duty of the Treasurer of a Council : 
1. To receive all moneys paid into the Council from the hands of the 

Recoder. 
2. To keep a.just ai;i.d correct account thereof; and, 
3. To pay them out by direction of the presiding officer, and consent of the 

.. C.ouncil. 

·· §"30.· A Council ·has full' power and authority to enact By-Laws for its own 
government: not inconsisteDt with this· Constitution. 
· § 31. No Conncil under this jurisdiction shall confer the degrees for a less· 

sum than teri dollars, nor upon any one 'vho shall not ·have received, in a· reg
ular manner, the several Degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, Master 
MaFon, Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and Royal Arc~ 
Mason. 

§ 32. The returns t~ the Grand Council shall contain the following items, viz.:: 

1. Co~ncil number· of each Companion. 
2. Name.· · · 

3. Age. 
4. Occupation. 
5. Birthplace. 
6. Residence. 
7. Time of rec.eiving the degrees: 
8. Time of adjoining. · · · 
9. Lodge. · 

10. Chapter. 
11. Council in which degrees were received. · 
12. Connection dissolved-when, and by what. 
13. Dues, viz. : Reception fees, adjoining fees, and annual dues. 

ARTICLE III. 

MTSCEJ,LANEOUS. 

§ 33. Vacancies in Elective Offices can only occur by d_eath or by removal 
after election beyond the jurisdiction of this Grand Council, by promotion at an . 
election to fill vacancies, and by suspension or expulsion. · 
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§ 34. Each Subordinate Council within this jurisdiction shall make annual 
return to this Grand Council of all its work, as provided in § 32, up to the time 
fixed for its annual election, together with a certificate of the officers elected, 
and cause the same to be transmitted to the Grand Recorder, at such time as 
may be fixed by general regulation. 

§ 35. A member of a Council may present his application to another Council 
for affiliation therein, and such last mentioned Council may receive the applica
tion, and refer it to a ·committee of investigation, and upon the report of the 
committee take a ballot. And if thereupon such application be accepted, the 
Companion shall become a member of the Council so accepting him, when it 
shall receive a certificate that such Companion has been regularly discharge~ 
from membership in the first-mentioned Council. 

§ 36. No member shall be permitted to dimit from the' Council of which he 
is a member, until he shall present a certificate from some wD.rranted Council 
that he has been accepted for membership therein; on ·presentation of such 
certific~te, and upon the written request of the Companion, the Council at a 
stated Assembly may, if the member is not an elective officer of or indebted to 
the Council, or under charges, issue a certificate of dimit, which shall not be 
delivered to the Companion, but shall be transmitted by the Recorder of the 

·Council, to the Council from which said certificate of c.cceptan~e came ; which 
dimit shall not become operative, or the Companion's membership in the Coun
cil issuing the dimit terminated until the Companion shall have consummated 
121embership in the other Council. But any member of a Council against whom 
charges are not pending, and whose dues and indebtedness to the Council are 
paid, may withdraw from membership by presenting a written application 
the~efor at a stated Assembly. The Council shall grant the request of the Com
panion by dropping his name from the rolls, and his membership shall thereby 
be terminated, and he shall be subject to the disabilities of an unaffiliated Royal 
and Select ~faster; provided, however, that an eleded otlicer cannot withdraw 
during his term of office ; provided, also, tlrnt when any member shall be, or 
become a resident, in the jurisdiction of another Grand Council, a dimit may be 
granted to him direct, and without compliance with the foregoing provisions. 

§ 37. The compensation of the Officers of the <:fraud council, and Represen
tatives of Subordinate Councils, shall b_e fixe<l by the Grand Council, from time 
to time, as the state of its funds may warrant; but no Representative of a Sub
ordinate Council shall receive pay or mileage in excess of the amount of dues 
paid in by the Council which he represents 

Past Grand Masters of this Grand Council shall be entitled to the same com
pensation for attendance as Otlicers and Hepresentatives. 

§ 38. This Grand Council shall pay for each year towards the support of the 
General Grand Council the sum of Fifty (50) Cents for_ each working Council 
within its jurisdiction. 

. ./ 

\ 



(" 
--... 

11 

ARTICLE IV. 

AMENDMENTS. 

§ 39. This Grand Council is competent at any time to alter or amend this 
Constitution on the concurrence of two-thirds of the members p1·esent at an 
Annual Assembly; provided the proposed alteration shall have been submitted 
in writing at one Annual Assembly, and laid over until the next for consid
eration. 

§ 40. No general regulations shall be a::lopte:l inconsistent with this Consti
tution, and all former written Constitutions and General Regulations heretofore 
made and adopted are hereby repealed. 



GENERAL REGULATIONS. 

STATIONS, INSIGNIA, AND JEWELS OF THE 

OFFICERS OF THE M. P. Gl{AND COUNCIL. 

STATIONS. 

1. The Station of the Grand Master is in the East ; of the Grand Deputy 
Ma,s;er, on the right of the Grand Master; of the Ornnd Principal Conductor 
of the Work, on the left of the Grand Master; of the Grand Hecorder, in front 
of the Grand Principal Conductor of the Work; of the Grand Treasurer, in 
front of the Grand Deputy Master; of the Grand Captain of the Guard, in the 
West; of the Grand Conductor of the Council, in the South; of the Grand 
Chaplain, on the left of the Grand Principal Conductor of the Work; of the 
Grand Marshal, in the South; of the Grand Steward, at the door inside; and 
of the <:frand Sentinel, at the door outside. 

INSIGNIA, 

2. The Insignia of each of the officers of this Grand Council consists of a 
Collar, or hanging for the jewel, of purple ~elvet, trimmed with gold lace and 
fringe, and of an Apron of the same material, with the appropriate jewel 
wrought in the centre thereof. 

JEWELR. 

3. The Jewels of all the officers of this Grand Council are. inclosed in a 
Triangle, which is encircled by a wreath, the whole to be of gold or some metal 
resembling it in color. In the Triangle worn by the Grand Master is suspended 
the Square, Compasses, and Trowel ; in that of the Grand Deputy Master, a 
Square and '!'rowel ; in that of Past Grand Masters, the Compasses extended 
upon an arc of sixty degrees, with the Trowel in the centre; in that of the 
Grand P. C. of the Work, the Trowel and Level, in that of the Grand Recorder, 
the Trowel and Cross Pens ; in that of the Grand Treasurer, the Trowel and 
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Cross Keys; in that of the Grand Captain of the Guard, the Trowel and Battle
Axe; in that of the G-rand Conductor of the Council, the Trowel and Baton ; in 
that of the Grand Chaplain, the Trowel and Holy Bible open ; in that of t~ie 
Grand Marsh(tl, the Trowel and Baton crossed upon the scroll ; in that of the 
Grand Steward, the Trowel and Cross Swords ; and in that of the Grand Sen
tinel, the Trowel and Cimeter crossed. 

STATIONS, INSIGNIA, D.RESSES, AND JEWELS OF 

OFFICERS OF SUBORDINA'rE COUNCILS. 

STATIONS. 

4. The station of the Master is in the East ; of the Deputy Master, on the 
right of the Master; of the Principal Conductor of the Work, on the left of the 
Master; of the· Recorder, in front of. the Principal Conductor of the Work; of 
the Treasurer, in front of the Deputy Master; of the Captain of the Guard, in 
the vVest; of the Conductor of the Council, near the South, on the right; of 
the Chaplain, on the left of the Principal Conductor of the Work; of the Mar
shal, near the South, on the left ; of the Steward, at the door inside ; and of 
the Sentinel, at the door outside. 

INSIGNIA. 

5. The hangings for Jewels are of purple, and may be trimmed with gold; 
the Aprons are of lambskin, trimmed with purple. 

DRESSES. 

6. The Master is clothed in a Robe of royal purple trimmed with ermine, a 
Crown upon his head and a Sceptre in his hand; the Deputy Master, in a Robe 
of scarlet trimmed with ermine, a Crown upon his head and a Sceptre in his 
hand; the Principal Conductor of the vVork, in a Hobe of yellow, a Turban on 
his head and a Trowel in his hand; and the Captain of the Guard, in the mili
tary dress of the Eastern nations 3,000 years ago. All the other officers are 
clothed in purple 'funics and Turbans, with a Trowel in one hand and a Sword 
in the other. 

JEWELS. 

7. The Jewels of each of the Oificers of a Subordinate Council are suspended 
in a Triangle, and are as follows, viz. : that of the Muster, the Square, Com
passes, and Trowel ; that of the Deputy Master, the Trowel and Level ; that of 
the Principal Conductor of the vVork, a Trowel and Plumb ; that of the Past 
Master, a Trowel and the Compasses extended on an arc of sixty degrees ; that 



14 

of the Recorder, the Trowel and Cross Pens ; that of the Treasurer, the Trowel 
and Cross Keys ; that of the Chaplain, the Trowel and open Bible; that of the 
Captain of the Guard, the Trowel and Battle-Axe crossed; that of the Conduc
tor of the Council, a 'frowel ; that of the Marshal, the Trowel, Baton, and 
Scroll ; that of the Steward, the Trowel and Cross Swords; a·nd that of the 
Sentinel, the Trowel and Cimeter crossed. 

INSIGNIA OF MEllIBEUS OF CouNcn,s. 

8. The members of a Subordinate Council wear a lambskin or white Apron, 
trimmed with purple. 

HEALIKG. 

9. The Grand Master alone shall direct the process of healing such Compan
ions as have been irregularly made Royal and Select Masters. 



RULES OF ORDER. 

1. At the stroke of the Grand Master's gavel there shall be a general silence, 
and he who breaks silence without leave from the presiding officer shall lie 
subjec; to a public reprimand. 

2. U~de
0

r the same penalty, every Companion shall keep his sear, and observe 
strict sileuce whenever the Grand Master shall call to order. 

3 No Companion is to speak more than once to the same questi'on, unless by 
permission. , 

4. If, in the Grand Council, any member is twice called to order, at one 
Assemuly, for transgre~sing these rules, and is guilty of the third offence of the 
same nature, the Gra11d Master may peremptorily order him to leave the Coun
cil Chamber for that session. 

5 Whoever shall ue so rude as to ridicule any Companion, or what another 
says, or has said, may be forthwith solemnly excluded the Assembly, and de
·cJared incapable of ever being a member of this Urand Council, unless he pub
licly own his fault, and he be excused. 

6. All motions are to be decided by a majority of votes, each member having 
one vote, and the Grand ·l\faster two votes, in case that an equal number shall 
require his decision. 

7. The opinions or votes cf the members may be signified by holding up the 
left h·and, unless some member shall call for a vote by Councils, ,which shall 
be sustai::led by at least three members. 

8. All members shall keep their places, except the Grand Captain of the 
Guard and Grand Marshal, who are allowed to move from place to place, in the 
discharge of their O.uties. 

9. Every one who speaks shall rise and remain standing, addressing himself 
to the !Jrand Master; and no member shall interrupt him, unless to call him to 
order; but after he has been set right be may proceed, if he observe due order 
and decorum. 

10. Every proposition offered for conoideration shall be in writing, if required 
by any member. 

11. At any Annual Assembly of the Grand Council, the following Standing 
Committees shall be appointed, to consist of t.bree members each: 

1. A Committee on Credentials of Members and Returns of Councils. 
2. A Committee on Warrants and Dispensations. 
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3. A Committee on Foreign Correspondence. 
4. A Committee on the Constitution and By-Laws of Councils. 'l'o 

this committee shall be referred all propositions to amend the Con
stitution, General Rsgulations, and Rules of the Grand Council; 
also all questions relative to the usages, privileges, customs, and 
work of_the fraternity. 

5. A Committee on Urievances and Appeals. 
6. A Committee .. on Finance. 
7. A Committee on Unfinished Business of the :previous Annual As

sembly. 

12. 'l'he Standing Committees shall not sit while the Grund Council is actually 
in session, unless 01~.leave obtained, and shall all report at the same AssemLly 
at :which they were appointed, and be discharged at the close thereof, unless 
otherwise ordered, except the Committee on Foreign Correspondence. and the 
Committee on U nfinish.ed Business .. 

13. The follo~ving shall. Le the Order of Business and proceedings of the 
(hand Council, at each session of the Annual AssemLly, except that the 
cecond, third, fourth, fifth, and sixth· shall not be. observed after the_, first 
session. 

1. Calling the Roll of Councils by the Grand Recorder. 
2. The usual ceremomes of opening the Grand Council in alllple fonn, 

and with pmyer 1.Jy the (}rand Chaplain. 
3. ·Reading and approving the Minutes of·auy previous Special Assem-

1.Jly of the <Jrand Council not before read and approved. 
4 .. Address of the Grand Master, ancl action thereon. 
5. Reports of the <Jrand Recorder and Grand Treasurer, and actiou 

thereon. 
6. Appointment of Committees. 
7. Heports upon Credentials of Members. 
8. Heports·on ·Unfinished Business of the previous Assembly. 
9. Pres(mtation and reference, or other disposition .of 'Memorials, Peti

tions, and Communications. 
10. Motions. aud Hesolutions, and reference' or other disposition of the I 

same.' 
11. l{e~Jorts of Standing Committees, and action thereon : the Commit" 

tees· oil' Foreign Cor1'esporidence and Constitution and By-Laws 
having the preference. · 

12. ·Reports of Special Committees, and action thereon. 
13. Special Orders lif any). 
14. Consideration of Amendments to the Constitution; General Regula-

tions, and Rules (if any). 
15. Unfinished 'Business of previous sessions (if any).· 
16. ·Miscellaneous Business, not included in the above. 
17. Reac\ing and approval of the Minutes of the session. 

\ 
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14. Should the Order of Business not be concluded at the session at which it is 
first called, it shall be commenced at the succeeding session where it was left 
off,..and so on throughout the Assembly, taking up the Order of Business, as in 
Rule 13, again when once finished, and going through with it in the same man
ner ; provided, nevertheless, that the reading and approval of the minutes shall 
be the last business in order at each session, and that the appointment of a time 
for the election and installation of officers, and for the lectures, shall be in order. 
at any time designated by the Grand Council. 

15. At each session of the Annual Assembly, the Grand Council shall deter
mine the time of holding the next session. 

16. !rhe Rules of Order shall not be suspended at any time, except by unani
mous coµsent. 

17. These Rules may be amended at any time, by a vote of two-thirds of the 
Grand Couucil. · 

18. All former Rules of Order of the Grand Council, inconsistent herewith, 
are hereby abrogated. 



INSTALLATION 

OF THE 

OFFICERS OI1' 1.'HE GRAND COUNCIL. 

At the time appointed for the Installation, the Grand Council being regularly 
opened, the Chair must be taken by some Grand or Past Grand Master ; or, if 
none be present, by the highest Grand or Past Grand Officer, who is, or has 
been, a presiding officer in a Subordinate Council. 

The R. P. Grand Marshal shall then introduce the Grand Master elect to the 
Installing Officer, saying : 

MOST PUISSANT-I present to you Companion ---, who, having been duly 
elected Grand Master of the Grand Council of the State of New York, for the 
ensuing Masonic year, now declares himself ready for installation. 

The I,;,,,talling Officer shall then address the members of the G1·and Council, saying: 

COMPANIONS OF THE GRAND COUNCIL-Companion --- having been duly 
elected to preside over you, as your Grand Master, now declares himself ready 
for installation. If any of you can show just cause why he should not be in
stalled, you will make your objections now known, or forever after hold your 
peace. 

If objections are made, the Grand Council shall pi·oceed at once to hear and determine 
the sqme. 

If no objections are made he shall continue to say : 

No cause being shown to the contrary, I shall now proceed to install him. 

The Installing Officer shall then administer the following obligation of O.f!ice, all the 
Companions standing : 

I, -- ---, do solemnly promise and swear that I will serve as Grand 
Master of the Grand Council of the State of New York, for the term for which 
I have been elected, and_ will, to the best of my abilities, faithfully discharge 

_/ 
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the duties appertaining to that office. I do furthermore promise and swear that 
I will support and maintain the Constitutions of the General Grand Council of 
the United States and of this Grand Council, and inviolably preserve the an
cient landmarks of the Order. So help me God. 

The Gm.nd Clu:zplain .•hall then o.f/"e1· the .following prayer: 

0 thou most holy and omnipotent Lord God of heaven and earth ! we do most 
humbly beseech thee to smile upon and bless this Grand Council now 'assem
bled. Sanctify unto each one of us now present the transactions of this hour. 
l\fake us humble and thankful recipients of all the bounties thou art continually 
bestowing upon us, and move our hearts with impulses of tenderness and char
ity toward all men. and especially toward those who have wrought with us 
their regular hours in the secret vault. Bestow upon us, we beseech thee, a 
portion of thine infinite wisdom, and especially upon him who has beeri selected 
to preside over this Grand Council. Take from him. all pride Of heart, stub
bornness of will, and self-sufficiency of understanding, and all vanity. ostenta
tion, and arrogance, if any such he have; and give him in their stead a meek
ness and lowliness of heart, and a kindness and gentleness of disposition, 'that 
shall cause him to rule and govern his Companions with love and affection, and 
in thy fear. 

And we pray thee, 0 Lord God, that, when our labors here are ended and the 
hour of everlasting rest has arrived, we may be received into the Grand Council 
above, and liear the thrilling welcome, "Come, ye blessed of my Father; into 
the mansions prepared for you from the beginning of the world," Amen. 

Re"ponse by the Companions.-So mote it be. 

The Installing 0.Jicer then invests the Grand Jfiister elect with the insignia of !tis 
office, and proceeds with the .following 

CHARGE. 

By the voice of your Companions, you have been elevated to the highest office 
within their gift; and as they rely with entire confidence upon the rectitude of 
your intentions and the ii1tegri~y of your character, it becomes your duty to set 
them an example of diligence, industry, and fidelity ; to see that the officers 
associated with yon faithfully perform their respective duties, and that the 
reputation and interests of this Grand Council are not endangered by impru_ 
dence or neglect. 

The important trust committed to your charge will call for your best exer
tions, o.nd the exercise of your best faculties. As the Representative of the 
wise King of Israel, it will be your duty to recite the secret traditions, to illus
trate the moral principles of the Order, to cherish the worthy, and to liold in 
due veneration the ancient landmarks of our time-honored institution. 

The purple robe, the crown, aud the sceptre are emblems of union and au
thority. 'fhey are to indicate to you that, while you govern your Companions 
with mildness, firmness, and impartiality, you are to teach them lessons of 
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union and harmony, which are the chief supports in our great Masonic edifice. 
And as you are seated in the East, the place of light and heat, so you are to be 
the source of light and heat to·those under your charge. Enlighten them with 
a knowledge of our traditions, our forms and ceremonies ; the signification of 
our tools and emblems, and the general arts and mysteries of our craft; and 
impart to them a portion of the warmth of zeal and devotion that burns in your 
own bosom. 

By a frequent recurrence to the Constitutions of the General and State Grand 
Councils, and the general regulations of the fraternity, together with a constant 
observance of the great principles inculcated in the various lectures and charges, 
you will be enabled to fulfil the important obligations resting upon you with 
honor to yourself and credit to the craft. And may He, without whose ap
proving smiles our labors are all in vain, give strength to your endeavors, and 
support to you_r exertions. 

The Gmnd 1rfaster elect shall tlten take his :eat in the East, and assume the ga11el. 
After which (all the Companion.• standing) the Grand Captain of the Guard shall make 
proclamation, thus: · 

COMPANIONS: In the name of the Most High God, I do proclaim Most Puis
sant Companion, --, Grand Master of the Grand Council of the State of 
New York, for the term prescribed by the Constitution. 

The remaining officer.< elect, .•tandin,q in 01·der befo1·e the qtficiating officer, shall then 
make the following declai·ation: 

I, ---, do solemnly promise that I will faithfully, and to the best of my 
ability, discharge the duties of the office to which I have been elected, and that 
I will s'trictly conform to the requirements of the Constitutions of the General 
Grand Council of the United States and of the Grand Council of the State of 
New York, together with the general regulations of the Order, so far as they 
may come to my knowledge. 

After which the officers elect shall kneel (the rest of the Companions present standing), 
while the R. P. Grand Chaplain 1·epeats the following 

PRAYER. 

Most holy and glorious Lord God, the great architect of heaven and earth, we 
approach thee with reverence, and implore thy blessing on these Companions, 
selected to assist our presiding officer in conducting the business of this Grand 
Council, and now prostrate before thee. Fill their hearts with thy fear, that 
their tongues and actions may promote thy gfory. Make them steadfast in thy 
service. 'Grant them wisdom, that they may teach thy judgments and thy laws. 
Animate their hearts, .and strengthen their endeavors. llless them, 0 Lord, 
and ·bless· the work of their hands. Accept us in mercy. Hear thou, from 
heaven, t}iy dwelling· place, and forgive our transgressions. Amen. 

Response.-So mote it be. 

/ 
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The R. P. Grand Marshal will now ·present each of the remaining Grnnd Ojficmw 
elect i71. order, according to rank, when they .•hall be c!utrged b.11 the In-•tal/ing Officer, 
i·espectively, as follows: 

(Aftm· each charge, the R. P. Grand A-faiwhal .•hall conduct the ojficei· elect, .•o charged, 
to liis propei· po.•ition in the Grand Council Chambci·.) 

CHARGE TO 'l'HE GRAND DEPU'l'Y MASTER. 

RronT PursSANT CmrrANION: Have you attended to the important obliga
tion taken by your superior, and do you promise to support all the ancient 
charges and regulations as freely and fully as he has done ? 

Answei·.-I do. 

The duties of the important office to which your Companions have elected 
you will require your constant and earnest attention. You are to occupy the 
second seat in this Grand Council, and it will be your duty to aid and support 
your Chief in all the requirements of his office. In his absence, you will be 
called upon to preside b the Grand Council and to discfiarge all those impor
tant duties which now devolve upon him. Let it, therefore, be your unremit
ting study to acquire such a degree of knowledge and information as will enable 
you, when called upon, to discharge with promptness and propriety all the im
portant duties annexed to your station. 

CHAHGE TO THE GRAND PIUNCIPAL CONDUCTOR OF 

'l'HE WOHK. 

R1mrr PurssANT COMPANION: As the third officer of this Grand Council, it 
will be your duty to sound the silver trumpet at early dawn and eve of day, 
when the sun's first and last beams gild the mountain-tops, to announce high 
noon, and proclaim the time of rest and labor. 

In the absence of your superiors, you will be required to perform their duties; 
and as the interests of the Grand Council should never be permitted to suffer 
through want of intelligence in its officers, you will allow me to urge upon you 
the necessity of being always qualified and prepared to meet the emergency, 
should any such arise. 

Having been admitted to the fellowship of kings, you will be frequently re
minded that the office of mediator is both honorable and praiseworthy. Let it, 
therefore, be your constant care to preserve harmony and unanimity of senti
ment among the members of the Grand Council. Discountenance whatever 
may tend to create division and dissensions among the Companions in any of 
the departments of Masonry. And as the glorious sun at its meridian dispels 
the mists and clouds that obscure the horizon, so may your exertions tend to 
dissipate the mist of jealousy and discord, should any such ever unfortunately 
arise. 

,I 
I 
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CHARGE TO THE GRAND RECORDER. 

RIGHT PUISSANT CmrPANION : It is with much pleasure that I install you 
into the office to which you have been elected hy your Companions. The qual
ities which should recommend a Recorder are: coi·1·ect11es.< in recording the pro
ceedings; jn<(qment in dis9riminating between what is proper and what is im 
proper to be written; regnlm·it,11 in attendance upon the Grand Council; ·integrity 
in accounting for all moneys that may pass through his hands, and fide/ily in 
paying the same over to the Grand 'l'reasurer. 'l'he possession of these qualities, 
I have no don ht, has designated you as a suitable Companion for this important 
office. I have the ut~ost confidence, therefore, that you will discharge all the 
duties incumbent on you with fidelity and honor. May God grant that. when 
you shall have completed the record of your transactions here below, you may 
be admitted into the Grand Council above, and find your name recorded in the 
Book of Life. 

CHARGE TO THE GHAND TREASURER. 

f.1 RIGII1' PmssANT CmrPANION: You have been elected to an important and 
responsible staiion in this Grand Body. It will be your duty to numlier and 
weigh out the shekels of the sanctuary, and to provide for the helpless and the 
destitute. The qualities which should distinguish you are accui·ac,11 a!ld fidelity 
-accuracy in keeping a true and fair account of the receipts and disbursements; 
fidelity in carefully preserving the property and funds of the Grand Council, 
and in rendering a just account of the ~ame whe:i required. Your interest in 
this Grand Council, your attachment to the craft, and your known integrity of 
character are a sufficient guaranty that these duties will be faithfully performed. 

CHARGE TO THE GRAND CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD. 

RIGHT PursSANT CmIPANION: Having been appointed Captain of the Guard 
of this Grand Council, I present you with the insignia of your office. Guard 
well your post, and suffer n01!e to pass it but the select, the faithful, and the 
true. Be ever attentive to the commands of your Chief, and be always near at 
hand to see them duly executed. 

CHARGE TO THE GRAND CONDUCTOR OF 'l'HE COUNCIL. 

Rm11·r PurssAN'l' COMPANION: Having been appointed CoDductor of the 
Council of this Grauel Council, yon are now presented with the jewel of your 
office. Your duties are none the le~s important l1ecnuse they are subordinate in 
character. In your discharge of those duties which you now assume, be fervent 
and zealous; let uprightness and integrity attend your steps, and let justice 
and mercy mark your conduct. 

(' 
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CHARGE TO THE GRAND CHAPLAINS. 

RIGHT PUISSANT AND REV. COllfPANIONS: You have been appointed Chap
lains of this Grar.d Council. Your good inclinations will undoubtedly aid you 
in the performan~e of those solemn services which created beings should con
stantly render to their Great Crnator, and which, wheu offered by oue whose 
holy professiou it is to point lo Heaven and lead the way, may, by refining our 
morals, strengthening our virtues, aud purifying our minds, prepare us for ad
mission into the presence of our Supreme Grand Master, where happiness will 
be as perfect as it is endless. 

CHARGE TO THE GRAND LECTURER. 

RIGHT ILLUSTRIOUS Co~rPANION: 'fo you is assigned the important duty of 
imparting instruction to the officers and members of Subordinate Council~. 'fo 
this end it will be necessary for you to prepare yourself by careful study of the 
forms and ceremonies that have been enjoined upon us to preserve, so that your 
instruction may at all times· be ready and accurate. In your examinations of 
the proficiency of our officers, you will see that due attention be paid to our 
mles and regulations that the ancient landmarks be not infringed, and in case 
you shall observe any failurn on the part of any Council to pay strict obedience 
to our laws, you are to report the same to the proper authority. 

CHARGE TO THE GRAND MARSHAL. 

HIGHT PmssANT COMPANION: The office to which you have been appointed 
is one of much importance in the proceedings of this Grand Council. Jn the 
discharge of the duties appertaining to it, and with which you are familiar, be 
fervent and zealous. Let uprightness and integrity attend your steps ; let 
Justice and mercy mark your conduct, and predominate in all your actions 
through life. You will now assume your station.-

CHARGE TO THE GRAND STEWARD AND SENTINEL. 

PUISSANT COMPANIONS: You are appointed respectively to the office of Grand 
Steward and Sentinel of this Grand Council, and I now invest you with the im
plements of your office. As the sword is placed in the hands of the Sentinel to 
enable him to guard the sanctuary and entrance to the secret passage with sleep
less vigilan'ce against intruders, so should it morally· serve as a constant admo
nition to us all to set a guard at the entrance of our thoughts, to place a watch 
at the door of our lips, to post a sentinel at the avenues of our actions, thereby 
excluding every unworthy thought, word, and deed, and enabling us to preserve 
our consciences void of offence toward God and man. You will now assume 
your respective stations. 
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CHARGE.TO THE MEMBERS OF THE GRAND COUNCIL. 

COMPANIONS: From the nature of the constitution of every society, some 
must of necessity rnle and others obey. And while justice and moderation are 
required of the o.fficers in the discharge of their official duties, subordination and 
respect for their rulers are equally demanded of the memh1rs. 'fhe relation is 
reciprocal: the interests of both are inseparable, and without mutual co-opera
tion the labors of neither can succeed. A house divided against itself cannot 
stand. Let, therefore, brotherly love prevail among you; let each be emulous 
of the others in all good works, and in rio other way. Let the avenues of your 
passions be strictly guarded ; let no iwious 1'.nt1·ude1· find his way into the .<cc,.et 
recesses of your retirement, to disturb the harmony which should ever prevail 
among the select and dwscn. In so doing, yon will secure the prosperity of this 
Grand Council, the respect of your Companions, the commendation of your own 
consciences, and, finally, the approval of your Supreme Grand Master and a 
Crown of Life. 

The Gi·and Mai·slwl shall then make the follow1'.ng pi·oclamation: 

I am directed by the Most Puissant Grand ::\foster to proclaim, and I do here
by proclaim, the officers of the Most -Puissant Grand Council of Royal and Select 
Masters of the State of New York duly and regularly installed, in ample form. 

The Right Puissant Grand Chaplain shall then o_tfer the following 01· some suitable 
praye,., which shall conclude the cei·emonics of installation of the Grand Officers: 

To thee, 0 God, we now commend ourselves, and the varied interests com
mitted to our charge. Ever keep and preserve this Grand Council in purity and 
usefulness, and may its proceedings tend to thy glory and the benefit of our 
race. Amen. 

Response.-So mote it be. 

) 
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ORDER OF CEREMONIES IN 

CONSTITUTING AND DEDICA~'ING COUNCILS 

OF ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS. 

The new Council shall assemble in their hall, and be called to order by their 
presiding officer. 

The Grand Council will meet and open in an adjoining room, 
A committee from the new Council shall inform the Grand Marshal that the 

new Council is prepared to receive the Grand Council. 'fhe Grand Marshal 
will announce the same to 1,he Grand Mast.er. , 

T.he committee shall then conduct the Grand Council to the hall ~f the new 
Council, where they shall be received with the usual honors. 

The officers of the new Council shall then resign their seats to the Grand 
Officers, and cause their jewels to be laid upon the altar and covered. 

An ode shall then be sung, or an appropriate piece of music be performed, 
after which the Grand Chaplain shall repeat the following or some other suita
ble form of 

PRAYER. 

Almighty and Supreme Architect of the Universe, maker and ruler of all 
things, who is there in heaven but thee, and :who upon earth can stand in com
petition with thee? Thine omniscient mind brings all things in review, past, 
present, and to come. 'fhine omnipotent arm directs the movements of the vast 
creation. 'l'h_ine omnipresent eye pervades the secret recesses of every heart. 
Thy boundless beneficence supplies us with every comfort and enjoyment. Thy 
unspeakable perfections aud glory surpass the understanding of the.childrf!n of 
men. We do most humbly invoke thy special blessings upon the purposes of 
our present assembly. Let this Council be established to thy honor and glory. 
May its officers be endowed with wisdom to discern and fidelity to pursue its 
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tni:e interests. May its members be ever mindful of the duty they owe to their 
God, the obedience they owe to their superiors, the love they owe to their equals, 
and the good ;vill they owe to all mankind. May this Council be erected to thy 
glory, and m~y its members ever exemplify their love to thee by their benefi
cence to their fellow-wan, and eventually enjoy the rewards of a well-spent life 
in the sacred sanctuary on high. Glory be to God, as it wa~ in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Response.-So mote it be. 

Should time pe,.mit, an oration or some suitable add1·ess ma.¥ now be delivei·ed. 

The Grand Marshal shall then addre.•s the Grand Afa.•tei· in the words following, vfr.: 

MOST PUISSANT GRAND MASTER: A constitutional number of Companions, 
duly instructed in the sublime mysteries, having received from the Grand Cnun
cil a Charter, authorizing them to open and hold a reB"ular Council of Hoyal and 
Select Masters in this place, are now assembled f9r the purpose of having the 
same legally constituted and solemnly dedicated, in ample form. 

The Charter granted the new Council shall then be i·ead by the Gmnd Recorde1·. 

The Grand Mastei· will then addre.•s the Companions fonnin,q the new Couucil, as 
follows: 

COMPANIONS: Do you accept the Charter which bas just been read m your 
hearing by the Grand Recorder, and do you promise to perform all the require
ment:> therein contained, conforming in all. your Masonic workings t0 the Con
stitutions, By-Laws, and General Regulations of the Most Puissant Grand Coun
cil of the State of New York, and of the General Grand Council of the United 
States? 

The an.s!"cr being in the affirmative, the Gi·and AfMte1· shall proceed as follows: 

By virtue of the high power in me vested as Grand Master of Royal .and Select 
Masters of the State of New York, I do now form and constitute you, my worthy 
Companions, into a regular Council of Royal and Select Masters, by the name 
of --- Council, No. - ; and I hereby authorize an-I empower you and your 
successors to open and hold said Council, and to do and perform all such things 
as may appertain thereunto, conforming in all things to the Constitutions, By. 
Laws, and General Regulations of the Most Puissant Grand Council of the State 
of New York, and of the General Grand Council of the United States. And 
may the God of our Fathers be with you to guide and direct you in all your 
doings. Amen. 

Response.-So mote it be . 

.An Ode or Hymn shall then be sung, or a suitable piece of rn-usic performed, d-ui·ing 
which the Grand .Afarshal shall uncover the jewels. 
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The following Dedicatory Decla~ation shall then be pronounced by the Grand .Jfaster: 

To our Ancient and Most Puissant Grand Master Solomon, King of Israel, we 
solemnly dedicate this Council. May the blessings of h~ who presides in the 
Grand Council above rest upon all the members thereof, and may he so direct 
their labors that his name may be magnified, now and ever. Amen. 

Response.-So mote it be. 

The following proclamatio1°i shall then be made by the Grand Marshal: 

I am directed by the Most Puissant Grand Master to proclaim, and I do here
by proclaim, this Council, by the name of --- Council, No.--, duly.con
stituted and dedicated, this --- day of---, A. D. -·. 

Should it be deemed desimble, another suitable piece of music may now be performed, 
when the ceremonie., shall close with the following benediction, to be pronounced b,1/ the 
Grand Chaplain: 

BENEDICTION. 

' '-May the blessing of the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob rest upon and be with you always, now and forever. Amen. 

Response.-So mote it be. 

Slwuld any otlw· qtfice1· tlirqi the Gran'.l i~[;,.,i~r o,ffeciate at tlie dedicatory ceremonies, 
the word Al\IPL~J is to be omitted wherever it occit1w in the service, and in place ili'ereof 
shall be used tlie words "IN DUE AND ANCfEN'r FORllI." 



INSTALLATION 

OF THE 

OFFIOERS OF .A SUBORDINATE COUNCIL. 

Officers of Subordinate Councils may be installed by any present or Past 
Grand Officer, or by any present or Past Master of a Council in good standing 
in any regularly con::;tituted Council of Royal and Select Masters. 

The Council being duly assembled and in working order, the installing officer 
shall direct the Record"lr to read so much of the records as refer to the election 
of the officers presenting themselves for installation . 

.After which he shall say: 

Companions of --- Council, No. --, do you remain satisfied with the 
choice you have made in the selection of your officers for the ensuing Masonic 
year? 

The ~nswer being in the a;f!frmative, the officers elect shall be arranged by the Marshal 
(an officer to be appointed for the occasion) in due form in front of the installing officer, 
when the11 shall be required to make the followin.q 

DECLARATION. 

I, --· .. -, do solemnly promise that I will faithfully, and to the best of my 
ability, discharge the duties of the office to which I have been elected in this 
Council, and that I will strictly conform to the requirements of the By-Laws of 
this Council, and the Constitutions and General Regulations of the Most Puis
sant Grand Council of the State of New York, and of the General Grand Coun
cil of the United States, so far as they may come to my knowledge. 

The officers elect shall then resume thefr seats among their Companions. 

I 

•· .I 

\ ,., 
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Tne foil~wing, or stmie &Uitable prayer, sliall tlien· he delivered by tlie Oliapiain: 

PRAYER. 

Most Holy and Glorious Lord God, the Great and Mighty Father of all men, 
we, thy humble servants, desire to approach thee with all reverence, and to im
plore thy blessing upon the Companions selected to preside over and conduct 
the affairs of this Council, and now before·thee. Fill their hearts, we beseech 
thee, with thy fear, that their tongues and actions may promote thy glory. 
Make them steadfast in thy service. Grant them firmness of mind. Animate 
their hearts, and strengthen their endeavors. May they be enabled to te!lch 
thy judgments and thy laws. Bless them, 0 Lord, and bless the work of their 
hands. Accept us in mercy. Hear thou from Heaven, thy dwelling-place, and 
forgive our transgressions. Glory be to God as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Response.-So mote it be. 
I 

The J;fanlial will then present the officers elect severally, according to rank, foi· instal
lation. 

Addi·essing tlie installing qtficer by liis proper .Masonic title, he shall sap: 

---, I present to· you Co.mpanion ---, for installation as --- of this 
Council. I find him to be well-skilled in the Royal Mysteries, zealous in diffus
ing the sacred principles of our fathers, and in whose integrity and fidelity his 
Companions of --- Council, No.--, repose the highest confidence. 

J'ltc in.,tallin.q ojficer will then complete the ccremorde.• by delivering the followirig 
Address and Charges ·•everally, to the officers elect, a,, they are sevci·ally presented to 
kim, according to rank, b,11 the Manhal. 

ADDRESS AND CHARGE TO THE MASTER. 

THRICE lr,1,usTmous CmrPANION: I feel great pleasure in receiving you as 
the presiding officer·o( this.Council.' It' is· a station highly honorable to him 
who diligently·and faithfully performs the duties it imposes up9n him. Before 
investing ·you, however, ·with the appropriate insignia of your office, I must re 
qui~e your unequivocal assent to the foilowing interrogatorie~ : 

1. -.Do you solemnly promise that you will use your best endeavors to correct 
the vices·and .purify the morals of your Compan.ions,' and to promote the peace 
and prosperity of yoiu Council? 

2. That yo·u will not suffer your -Councii to be opened. when there are iess 
than:· nine or more than twenty~seven Select Masters present? 

3. That you will not suffer any one to pass the circle of· perfection in your 
Cou'ricil;in whose· integrity; ·fervency, and zeai ·you.have not enti~e confidence? 

4. That you will not acknowledge or hold intercourse 'with any Coµncil that 
does not work under some regular and constitutional' authority'? 
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5. That you will not admit a visitor into your Council who has not been reg
ularly and lawfully invested with the degrees conferred therein, without his 
having previously been formally healed? 

6. That y~u will faithfu)ly observe and support such By-Laws as may be 
made by your Council, in conformity with the Constitution and General Hegn
lations of the Order? 

7. 'fhat you will pay due respect and obedience to the Grand Officers, when 
duly installed, and sustain them in the discharge of their lawfol duties? 

8. Do you submit to these requirements, and promise to observe and practise 
them faithfully? 

Response.-! do. 

With entire confidence in the rectitude of your intentions, and in the integrity 
of your character as a Sele<Jt Master, I now invest yon with the appropriate in
signia of your office. 

Having been honored with the free suffrages of ;rour Companions, and ele
vated to the highest office within their gift, it becomes your duty to set them 
an example of diligence, industry, and fidelity ; to see that the officers associ
ated with you faithfully perform their respective duties, and that the interest 
and reputation of your Council are not endangered by imprudence or neglect. 
The important trusts committed to your charge will call forth your best exer
tions, and the exercise of your best facnl·;ies. 

As the representative of the wise King of Israel, it will be your duty to recite 
the secret traditions,. and illustrate the moral principles of the Order, to cherish 
the worthy, and to hold in due veneration the ancient landmarks. 

By a frequent recurrence to the By-Laws of your Council, and the General 
Hegulations and Constitutions of the Grand Council, and of the General Grand 
Council of the United States, you will be enabled to fultil the important obliga
tions resting upon you with honor to yourself and with credit to the craft. 

And may He, without whose approving smiles our labors are all in vain, give 
strength to your endeavors and support to your exertions. 

CHAHGE TO 'fHE DEPUTY MASTER 

HIGIIT Ir,LUSTHIOUS Co11rrANION : Having been elected to the second office 
in this Council, I, with great pleasure, invest you with the insignia of your 
office. 

Th(l duties of the important office to which your Companions have elevated 
you will require your constant and earnest attention. You are to occupy the· 
second seat in the Council, and it will be your duty to aid and support your 
Chief in all the requirements of his office. In his absence yotL will be called 
upon to preside in the Council. and to di8charge all the important duties an
nexed to his station. 

Although the representative of a king, and elevated in rank above your Com
panions, yet may you ne,·er forget that in all the duties you owe to God, your 
neighbor, and yourself, you and they stand upon the same level of equality. 
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!Jet the b~ight example of your predecessor in the Grand Council at Jerusalem 
stimulate you to the faithful performance of every duty, and when the King of 
kings shall summon you to his immediate presence, may you re~eive from his 
hand a crown of glory that shall never fade away. 

CHARGE 'fO THE PRINCIPAL CONDUCTOR 01<' 'l'IIE WORK. 

ILLUSTRIOUS COMPANION: As the third oflker of this Council, I now invest 
you with the insignia of your office. It is your duty to sound the silver trum
pet at early dawn and eve of day, ·when the sun's first and last beams gild the 
mountain°-tops, to announce high noon, and proclaim the time of rest and labor. 

In the abse'Jce of either of your superior officers, you will be required to per
form the duties annexed to his station respectively ; and as the interests of your 
Council ought never to ~uffer from the want of intelligence in its officers, you 
will allow me to urge upon ynu the necessity of being always qualified and fully 
prepared to meet the emergency, should it ever arise. 

Having been admitted to the .fellowship of' kin,qs, you will be frequently re
minded that the office of mediator is both honorable and praiseworthy. Let it, 
therefore, be your constant care to preserrn harmony aud unanimity of senti
ment among the members of your Council. Discountenance wlrntever may tend 
to create divisions am] disseusions among the brethren in any of the depart
ments of Masonry. And as the glorious sun at its meridian disriels the mist 
and clouds that osbcure the horizon, so may your exertions tend to dissipate 
the mist of jealo-o.lsy and disc'.lrd, shoultl any such ever unfortunately arise in 
your Council. 

CHARGE TO THE RECORDEH. 

COMPANWN : I now invest you with the insignia of your office. The qual
ities which should distinguish yon in discharging the various duties annexed 
to your station are, correctness in recorrling the proceedings of your Council ; 
judgment in discriminating between what is proper and what is improper to 
be written; regularity in making the returns to the Grand Council; ill'~.egrity 
in accounting for ali moneys that may pass through your hands, and fidelity 
in paying the same over ·to the Treasin'er. The possessiou of these qualities has 
designated. you as a suitable Com;)anion for the important O"'.iice to which you 
have been elected, and I entertain no doubt hut that you will discharge all the 
duties incumbent on you with fidelity and honor. Antl when yon shall have 
completed the records of your transactions here below, and finished the term of 
your probation, may you he admitted to the Grand Council above, and find 
your name recorded in the'Book of Life. 

CHARGE TO THE TREASUHEH. 

Co~rPANION: You have been elected to a very important and responsible office 
in this Council, and I now, with pleasure, invest yon with the insignia of your 
office. It is your.duty .to number and weigh out the:shekels of the sanctuary, 
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!lnd to provide for the helpless orphan. The qualities which should distinguish 
'you are accuracy and fidelity; accuracy in keeping a fair and true account of the 
receipts and disbursements; fidelity in carefully preserving the property and 
funds of the Council, and in rendering a just account of the same when re
quired. Your interest in this Council, your attachment to the craft, and your 
known integrity of character are a sure guaranty that your duties will be 
faithfully performed. 

CHARGE TO THE CAPTAIN OF THE GUARD. 

COMPANION: Having been appointed Captain of the Guard in this Council• 
I present you with the insignia of your office. Guard well your post, and suffer 
none to pass it but the select, the faithful, and the worthy. Be ever a~tentive 
to the commands of your Chief, and be always near at hand to see them duly 
executed. 

CHARGE TO 'fHE CONDUCTOR. 

COMPANION: The office to which you have been appointed is one of much 
importance in the proceedings of this Council. In the discharge of the duties 
appertaining to it, and with which you are doubtlesa familiar, be fervent and 
zealous ; you will thus secure the respect and esteem of your Companions, and 
the approbation of your own conscience. You will now assume your station. 

CHARGE TO THE CHAPLAIN. 

REV. CuMPANTON: You have been appointed Chaplain of this Council. Your 
good inclinations will undoubtedly aid you in the performance of thoce solemn 
services which created beings should constantly render to their Great Creator, 
and which, wheu offered by oue whose holy profession it is to poiut lo lleaveu 
aud lead the ·1oa,11, may, by refining our morals, strengthening our virtues, and 
purifying our minds, prepare us for admission into the presence of our Supreme 
Grand Master, where happiness will be as perfect as it is endless. 

CHARGE TO 'fHE MARSHAL. 

COMPANION: The duties of your office require but little elucidation. It is 
your duty, in connection with the Cond~ctor, to attend to the examination of 
visitors, and to take special care that none are permitted to enter but such as 
have proved their title to our favor and friendship. I present you with the im
plement of your office, in the confident belief that it is intrusted to competent 
and faithful hands. 

CHARGE TO THE STEW ARD AND SENTINEL. 

COMPANIONS· You have been appointed to the office of Steward and Sentinel, 
respectively, and I now, with pleasure, invest you with the appropriate insignia 
of your office. Let the sword placed in your hands serve as a constant admoni-
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FORM OF A PETITION FOR A NEW COUNCIL. 

To t!te Jlf. P. Gmnd Council of tlie State of -- : 

The undersigned petitioners, being Royal and Select Masters, having the 
prosperity of the fraternity at he~rt, and being willing to exert their best en
deavors to promote and diffuse the genuine principles of Cryptic Masonry, re
spectfully represent that they are desirous of forming a new Council in the 
town of --, county of --, and State of --, to be named -- Council, 
No.-. 

They therefore pray for Letters of Dispensation, or a Warrant of Constitu
tion, to empower them to assemble as a legal Council, to discharge the duties of 
Masonry in a regular and constitutional manner, according to the original forms 
of the Order and the regulations of the Grand Council, and of the General 
Grand Council of the United States. 

They have nominated and do recommend Comp. A. B. to be the first Master, 
Comp. C. D. to be the first Dep. Master, and Comp. E. F. to be the first Princi
pal Conductor of the Work of said Council. If the prayer of the petitioners 
shall be granted, they promise a strict conformity to the Constitutions, Laws, 
and Regulations of the General and State Grand Councils. 

Dated at --, A. Dep. 28-. 

(N. B.-The above petition must be signed by not less than nine Select 
Masters.) 
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FORM OF RETURN OF ELECTION. 

The Certifica1e of Election should be in the following form, and must be filed 
in the office of the Grand Recorder, before the elected officers of the Subordi
nate Councils can be recognized as members of the Grand Council : 

BE IT KNOWN, that on the -- day of --, A. Dep. 28-, at a regular As-· 
sernbly of -- Council, No. -, Comp. -- -- was elected Master, Comp. 
----, Dep. Master, and Comp. -- --, Principal Conductor of the Work, 
for the ensuing year, and that said officers have been duly installed. 

In testimony whereof, we, the members of said Council, have 
[L. s.] caused the seal thereof to be hereunto affixed, and our Recorder 

to sign the same. 
-- --, Recorde1". 

THE PROXY 

Of the Subordinate Councils should be in the following form, viz. : 

At a regular Assembly of -- Council, No.-, held on the -- day of--, 
A Dep. 28-, Resolved, 'l'hat our Comp. ---- (Present 01" Past Grand Officer, 
Present 01· Past Master, as the case n;ay be) be, and he is hereby appointed.Proxy, 
to represent this Council in the Grand Council of the State of New York; and 
he is fully empowe1·ed to act in our behalf, in all the transactions of the Grand 
Council, as effectually as if we ourselves were present. 

All which we have caused to be certified by our first three officers, 
[ L. s.] and the seal of our said Council to be affixed. 

-- ---, Master. 
-- --, Dep. Alaster. 
-- --, P. C. of the W. 

ATTEST: 

-- --, Recorde1". 
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. tion to you to set a guard at the e::itrance of your thoughts, to place a watch at 
the door of your lips, to post a Rentinel at the avenues of your affections, there
by excluding every unworthy thought, word, and deed, and enabling you to pre
serve your consciences void of offence toward God and man. 

CHARllE TO THE COUNCIL. 

WORTHY AND BELOVED COMPANION"S: From the nature of our beloved in
stitution, some must of necessity rale aud others obey. And while justice and 
moderation are required of the officers in the discharge of their official duties, 
subordination and respect for their rulers are equally demanded of the mem
bers. 17ie i·elation ;,, i·ecipl'ocal. The interests of both are inseparable, and 
without mutual co-operation the labors of neither can succeed. · Let the avenues 
to your passions be strictly guarded. Let no cu.rious intruder find his way into 
the secret recesses of your retirement, to disturb the harmony which should 
ever prevail among the sel•d and chosen. In so doing, you will best secure the 
prosperity of your Council, the respect of your Cqmpanions, and the commen
dation of your own consciences. 

The liistallinq Officer sliall then nwke the following declaratio11: 

By virtue of the powers in me vested, I do now declare the officers of --
Council, No. --, regularly installed, in due and ancient form. 

The C!tapfoin shall then concl•ulc the in.,tallatioa ceremonie.' by delivering the follow 
ing or ,,ome .rnitable fol'm of 

PRAYER. 

Eternal and ernr blessed Jehovah, most humbly do we beseech thee to look 
down with an eye of favor upon this Council, now assembled before thee. Bless, 
if it shall please thee, the procee:lings of this hour, and grant that every trans
action of this body may tend t:-i thy glory and to our advancement in knowledge 
and virtue, and to thy great name shall be ascribe_d eternal praises, world with-
out end. Amen. · 

Response.-So mote it be. 




