








































would like to see them continue to grow in membership and educate their new Companions in the 
future. Rotica also made a donation to the Grand Council Charity Corp as well. 

Ahwa-ga#3{J~4/26/2022 
Ahwaga was able to open in due form. Enjoyed another great meal before the meeting as well. This was 
also Ahwaga's Official DDGM Visit for R:.I:. Wade Caler. Their Illustrious Master had COVID, so the 
Council had to open without him. They also balloted on a petition and look to conduct their own degrees 
very soon. They had 9 members present out of 29 Companions on the books, along with 2 visitors. I 
would recommend that the eouncil continue to grow and do their own Degree's. fhey shouid continue 
to reach out to their Lodges and Royal Arch Chapters in the area for support. 

Unfortunately, I was unable to get to King David Council #97. Between health issues and work schedules, 
I wasn't able to make the trip. However, I'll follow up with them in the Fall. 

Overall, the-Cound~& in Districts--6 .and 7 -are smaH in members-hip but big in he-art. 1 lmow the -Pandemic 
caused attendance issues but everyone is still meeting and going forward. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
R:.I:. Dan Elliott 
Grand Captain of the Guard 2021~2022 
-Gra-no--C0u-ncU--of-Crypti£-Mas-oA---s--of-the State-of NY 
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Grand Council of Cryptic Masons 
State of New York 

·Ri•ght lllustrlous Richard" Kerim·oglu 
Grand Conductor of the Council 

3 Eastman Terrace 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 

Annual Report of the Grand Conductor of the Council 2021-2022 
To: The MIGM, Officers and Members of the Grand Council Cryptic Masons State of New 
York 

It was an honor to serve the Cryptic Council as your Grand Conductor of the Council for the 
ensuing year. Thank you once again for giving me this opportunity. 

With Councils meeting once again 1 together with other Masonic organizations it's great to 
-once-cr-gairr-get·autcmdmeet·B,others-from-all· overtrre-·st-ate· amt-share +n-Masonic:·feUowshtp 
with them. During the year, I participated in most of the Grand Officer Zoom meetings as work 
obligations allowed, and it was good to keep in touch with those participating and hearing of 
things that were happening around the State. 

This year, I began planning my visitations with the 2nd District and worked with both the DDGM 
and AGL in order to have joint visits done as much as possible, Visits began with King 
Solomon Council #31 on October 12th 2021 followed by Goshen Council #93 on October 28 th 

and wrapping it up with Union Council #2 on November 4th
• Both King Solomon and Goshen 

were able to open with limited use of Ritual books and did impressive work. However, Union 
Council was unable to open due to only 7 Companions in attendance. We did spend time 
together during .dinner .and .all then repaired to the top floor of the lodge for fellowship and 
playing pool. To all of the Councils, thank you for the honors accorded to me and the DDGM 
and AGL. 

I also attended Grand Council, Grand Commandery and Grand Chapter sessions during the 
year together with the MIGM and Grand Commander's receptions. Also on May 1st I 
represented Grand Council at Empire DeWitt Clinton Commandery's wreath laying in 
Greenwood Ceme.tery at.the DeWitt Clinton gravesite and participated in the wreath laying. If 
anyone ever has a chance this is an excellent event to attend and be a part of. June of course 
brings St Johns weekend and my plans are to attend, as always. 

In closing, it's great to get back to some normalcy and attend meetings, participate in Masonic 
fellowship and meet the Companions throughout the state I look forward to continuing visits in 
my-ne*t District and aiways enjoytraveitng to meet everyone·. Thank -you t-o everyone-for the­
fellowship this year. May everyone please stay safe. I ask that this report be accepted. 

Zealously, 
RI. Richard Kerimoglu 
Grand Conductor of the Council 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE GRAND MARSHAL 
2021-2022 

-After -being-elected as-Gr-and- Standard -Bearer -in August of 2-0-21 I attended- the 
Northeast Conference in Albany, September 10th and 11th. On Friday I attended 
the Cryptic Council meeting in conjunction with Royal Arch Chapters from the North 
East. On Saturday I finished the Leadership Course offered by Grand Encampment. 
This was the third of three day long classes looking at the different types of 
leadershi_p and also our own leadershi_p style and techniques. It was about this time 
or a little before we found out that The Grand Steward and the Grand Standard 
Bearer would be moving up due to a resignation for health reasons. I became the 
Grand Marshall. 

My next appearance was at the Tri=States Meeting is Saugerties. That was the first 
time I performed my duties as Grand Marshall. Most Illustrious John Gallant, Grand 
Master, announced each of the dignitaries and I escorted them to the East and led 
Grand Honors for each. 

At th~ ~n9 Qf Qc;tQQ~r ! tr?.Y~!§Q t9 Qn~@nt~ <;91;Jn<;i! #f?Q, t9 witn~$$ th~ $~1~c:t. 
·Mc1ster-cregree. R.1 .I.1

• Richard Transue ·n-ad-asked ·me to c-o·me and observe ·tnm 
completing the requirements for the Ritual Proficiency Award. He was required to 
recite from memory all lectures and ritual work. It was a wonderful evening 
observing a strong Council perform ritual in its finest form. 

In Nove-mbe-r I started -my -Official- Visits to- -District 9-of -Cryptic Council. I ..atte-nded­
each Official Visit with the District DDGM and AGL The first visit was at Buffalo­
Keystone. It was a wonderful evening of Cryptic Masonry. I thoroughly enjoyed 
my visit and working with these Companions. 

On November 6th I traveled to Rochester for the Grand Masters_,. M. '.i. '. John 
Gallant's reception. A very festive and enjoyable event. Before the dinner we had 
our Grand Line planning session led by R. '.I.'. Richard Kerimogla. A great event! 

On November 10th I made my second Official Visit to Hamburg Council. Another 
great evening of Cryptic Masonry. The Companions made me very comfortable and 
welcome. A well-run meeting and I had the pleasure of talking with a MSA 
Companion. An interesting side not, as I returned to the Thruway to return home 
that night, stopped to grab something to drink on the road. I was approached by 
an individual who wanted to discuss masonry. He has seen my jacket and asked. 
He wanted to know about the Purple I was wearing and how he could earn one. We 
talked- for ab-out 15 minutes and -he-satd he-was -go+ng- -t-o- fo-ok -tnto the North- &tar 
Program. 

On the weekend of March 4th and 5th I attended the Grand Meeting of the Royal 
Arch Masons. I performed the duties of introducing all members of our Grand 
Council in the reception of our officers by the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. 

On March 23rd I made my final Official Visit for the year to Dunkirk Council No. 25. 
The Council did an excellent job with their work and it was a good evening for 



Cryptic Masons. As I stated earlier, it was a pleasure being part of the team 
making these visit consisting of the DDGM and AGL, the Seeloff brothers! 

I June- 11th I attended a- KYCH -meeting- as an-officer -of the, but I also--provi-ded the­
Past Most Illustrious Grand Master, Phillip Chandler, the Cryptic Ritual Medal and 
Certificate to present to R. '.I.'. Richard Transue for his ritual work on the Royal and 
Select Master Degrees. After presentation R. '.I.'. Transue stated he is beginning 
work on the Super Excellent degree. 

Presented by 
R:.I:.Carl J. Klossner, Grand Marshal 



Annual Report Of The Grand Standard Bearer 

2021-2022 

To: The Most Illustrious Grand Master and Grand Council Officers. 

First, I want to thank the members of the Grand Line for their support, encouragement 

and advice. With their guidance and support, I have been able, hopefully, to fulfill my 

responsibilities as Grand Standard Bearer. 

August 20 - 21.1. 2021- I attended Grand Council. After the meeting I offered to fill the 

vacant Grand Steward position. Grand Council is an enjoyable occasion where you get to 

meet companions from all over the state who you might never meet otherwise. 

September 1, 2021-1-was--ap(Jointed-to-fiU--th-e·-v,rcancyof the·-Grand Steward for the- rest 
of the year by Most Illustrious John A. Gallant. 

September 11, 2021-1 attended the Northeast York Rite training session at the Desmond 

Hotel, where I completed the 101 courses. 

5-eptemlJ-er 23, 2021 -t-wcrs-appomteu· to· -fiH the·vacancy·-of the Grand Standard-Bearer-of 
the Grand Cryptic Council of New York by Most Illustrious John A. Gallant. 

October 9, 2021 With the Grand Line officers I attended the Tri-State Cryptic Festival in 

Saugerties. It was at this degree that I picked up all the material, that the Standard 

Bea ref trans_ports to the many official functions of the Grnnd Line. 

November 6, 2021 Attended Most Illustrious John A Gallant homecoming in Rochester, 

New York. A wonderful experience, and a joy to participate in. 

November 161 2021 Traveled to Queensbury, to visit Joseph Warren Cryptic Council #14 

-with-Bon- -Rogers. After a·-great meal~ -we- had-enough-c-ompanions -to o-pen-whfoA-was the 

first time in over two years. (They were very hopeful with new members1 and new Royal 

Arch members; that they would get enough companions to open.) 

January 20, 2022 - Traveled to Schenectady to Saint Georges Council #74 by myself and 

received-a large checkfurth-e· Chcrriti'es. As-with aH-of my visits, I-was happHysurprised 

with the reception and genuine out pouring of brotherly love; that the companions 

openly bestowed upon me. 

February 23, 2022 Traveled to Oneonta Council #87, with Right Illustrious Grand Council 

Dt-strrct Deputy Hoh-Rogers. The-comJ;>aAion-s once aga+nwereso gracious tome-it needs 
noting the hospitality was superb. 



March 4,5, 2022 - Attended Grand Royal Arch Convention, with other Grand Council 

officers, where we were received. It was a great opportunity to spend time with other 

Masonic bodies. 

June 14, 2022 - Traveled to Queensbury to Joseph Warren Cryptic Council #37. After a 

picnic we went into the Council and had our district Grand Lecture Convention. Right 

Illustrious Stu Card and Franks Francher taughtexplained the symbolisms of the degrees. 

l-am--1,emking forward to-the-¥ork-Rite- Rede-dkation of -Dor-ic CouncH-No. 1-9~ -Fai-ri:>ort­

Flowe r City Lodge in Fairport, NY on July 23, 2022. As a Grand Line Officer, I get to visit 

places I would probably never visit, and meet companions that I would never have met 

otherwise. It is a wonderful journey. I am looking forward to serving the Grand Council 

next year, by being elected to the position of Grand Marshal. 

Ernie Parker - Grand Standard Bearer 



Grand Steward 2022 Officer Report 

On March 30th, I attended--the--Grand Lecturer's-Convention in the -First 
District. There was a lot of engagement by the Companions at the 
convention and wonderful energy to learn more about our ritual. I know 
that I walked away with more knowledge of our Cryptic Craft. 

Due to the Pandemic, I contracted Covid and had to be quarantined. This 
made it harder for me to visit all the councils in the district. However, on 
May 13th, I visited Suffolk Council No. 76 in Sayville, NY, and found their 
hospitality truly an example of Brotherhood. On May 25th I visited 
-with- the -Companions-of Adelph1c-Co-uncil--No-. 7, where-I -found -it -refreshing 
to see the commitment that they had to their Council and the excellent 
discussions that ensued. 

It was my honor to represent our Grand CounG.il at Saint John's D~y on 
June 2st" at the Masonic Care Community in Utica by carrying our parade 
banner. 

June 27th brought me to the North Shore Council No. 88 in Oyster Bay, 
where .it was.an honor to visit this lodge building which has .such .hisio.ry 
and to see firsthand their wondrous furnishings. There is a lot of 
enthusiasm by the Companions towards the care of the York Rite 
especially regarding Cryptic Masonry. The Following night, June 28th, I 
visited Flatbush Council No. 80, where I had the honor to witness the 
respect the Companions of the Council showed to Illustrious Averill 
Thompson for his duty to the Craft and the Council during the pandemic 
years. Lastly, I participated with our Grand Master and Grand Line Officers 
to Dedicate Doric Council No. 19 at Fairport-Flower City Lodge on July 
23rd-in Fairport, NY. 

Attending the monthly Grand Line Officers Zoom meetings this year has 
been very educational and inspiring. 

-ivry Compan-rons, •if-rs always my ·honor lo serve you an and our Cryptic 
craft. I look forward to what the coming years enlighten us with. 

Fraternally, 
Keith Atan Becker 
Grand Steward 2022 



Grand Historian's Annual Report - 2022 

Most Illustrious Grand Master and Companions of the Grand Council of the State of New York: 

Prior to my becoming the Grand Historian, The Livingston Library boxed up all the books and 

paraphernalia of the Grand Council display in the library at the Masonic Center in Utica. After packing 

all of the materials, they shipped some materials to the Masonic Temple in Utica and some materials 

to the library at the New Rochelle Campus. 

The first re~ponsibility assigned to me by Most Illustrious Grand Master John Gailant, was to discover 

what materials were sent to which site, Utica Temple or New Rochelle Library. After a few 

correspondences, I was directed to contact Right Worshipful Stephen King, President of the Livingston 

Library Trustees. I met with Right Worshipful Stephen King in the beginning of September and we 

planned a few trips to the Utica Temple and the library at New Rochelle to discover what materials had 

-been shipped to those sites. Twotripswere made to.each-site betweenSeptember 2021 a-nd-Janua-rv 
2022. Our plan is to bring all materials found at the New Rochelle site and combine with the materials 

found at the Masonic Temple in Utica. All materials will then be stored at the Masonic Temple in Utica 

for safe keeping and as a possible new library site for The New York State Cryptic Masons. 

Between September 2021 and January 2022, I was in correspondence and giving assistance to Brother 

Dr. John Hawkins, Past T.I.M. of Constantine Council #2, of the Grand Council of England. Brother 

Hawkins was, and is, doing research into the history and the formation of the Grand Council of England 

which was established with a warrant from the Grand Council of Royal Master Masons of the State of 

New York in 1872, Brother Hawkins is also doing research into the history of Constantine Council #2. 

Also, between September 2021 and January 2022, I was in correspondence and giving assistance to 

Brother Hunter Schappaugh, Past Illustrious Master and current Recorder of Houston Council #1, of the 

Grand Council of Texas. Brother Hunter is writing a paper on the formation of Houston Council #1, 

which was established with a warrant from the Grand Council of Royal Master Masons of the State of 

New York in 1847. 

In October, Brother Richard Mccarter sent me an updated history of the St. George's Council O.A.I<. that 

Stuart Sturges originally presented in 1981. Brother Richard brought this document up to date as of the 

year 2021. This document was forwarded to the Library Committee. 

From March to May of this year; I was in correspondences and giving assistance to Very Illustrious Grant 

Held, A.G.L. Adelphic Council #7, who was doing research on the founding father of his Fraternity "Zeta 

Psi". It happens that this founding father was no other than J.B. Vates Sommers (Most Puissant Grand 

Master, Grand Council of the State of New York 1855-1856.) Brother Grant was looking for more 

information regarding Grand Master Sommers and his Mother Council, Cryptic Council #4. Brother Grant 

wanted to know the location of Cryptic Council #4 and what ever happened to it. While I was doing 

research for""ffrother Grantrnto Grand Master Sommers term as Grand Master, I also found an error Tn 

the Grand Council's Charter date for Pennell Council #2 (A.1<.A. Union Council #2). The date of 1861 

instead of 1881 should be used as this was the date Grand Master Nathan 0. Benjamin accepted the 

petition for revival of Pennell Council #2. This new date has been presented to the Cryptic Council 

Offices and await their decision. 



From March until present of this year, I am in correspondence and giving assistance to the Grand PCW 

Richard Gan of the Grand Council of England. Brother Gan is doing research on the upcoming 

Sesquicentennial Year of the found in~ of The Grand Council of En~land (as stated previously, Grand 

-Coundi ofEngland was established with a warrant from the Grand-Coundi of Royal Master Masons of 

the State of New York in 1872). While doing research for Brother Gan, I have made contacts with Ms. 

Hilary Anderson Stelling (Director of the Scottish Rite Museum and Library) and Brother Michael 

Hernandez (Trustee for the Ancient Temple Chapter #5 R.A.M.}. Both Ms. Anderson and Brother Michael 

have been able to supply necessary information that I have been able to forward to Brother Gan in 

Engrand. -Some oftlie Tnformation -grotlier Gan ls requesting, pertalns to members of-The Grand Chapter 

of New York. I am currently attempting to contact the Grand Chapter Historian for his help in this 

matter. 

ATTENDANCE: 

August 2:021: 

- 198th Annual Assembly of the Grand Council Cryptic Masons of the State of New York (Albany, NY) 

September 2021: 

- Northeastern York Rite Conference (Albany, NY) 

October 1021: 
- Tri-State Cryptic Degree Festival (Saugerties, NY) 

March, 2022: 

- 225th Annual Convocation of Grand Chapter State of New York RAM (Utica, NY) 

September 2021 thru Au_gust 2022: 
- Monthly Zoom meetings of Grand Council State of New York 

RECCOMMENDATIONS: 

- At the 188th Annual Assembly of Grand Council Cryptic Masons of the State of New York, a 

motion was made and _passed that annual minutes be distributed by means of CD/DVD. My 

recommendation is that at least one paper copy be made to store in our archives and/or library. 

- At the 165th Annual Assembly of Grand Council Cryptic Masons of the State of New York a motion 

was moved, seconded and passed that the Grand Recorder deposit the sum of $50. 00 (fifty 
dollars) each year into the escrow account, until the time arrives for the printing of our 200th, 

.annhter.s.ary bistor.:y..-J_am r_ecommendi.ng. .that !he- 200th Anniver.s.ary Committe.eh.e.ahle-_to .access 
that money when needed to produce their documents. 

Respectfully Submitted 

R:.l:.GarryW. Krom 

Gr_and HlstorLan 



ANNUA.L RE.PORT OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE 
2021-2022 

Most IUu~trious Grand M.astei; m~, (J..11m.cr {:_mill~U C.omp3nion~.aml Compauiom; nil: 
The 2021~2022 Ctyptk year was again relatively quiet, but ·we had some legislation proposition. 
Frequent calls and consultations using virtual conferences with the Grand l\faste:r and Deputy 
Gm:nd Mastei· yn~re lmd on general 1naHm·s, aml as in previous yearsi requests for infornrn] 
advice§ iuul opinions tHffC :r1mdcrcd to the Grand Master nnd the Otlfoe of tbe Grand Seca•efary'§ 
Office, as ·well ft§ to Com.mhtee chain:rHm, with, of course? the ru~rmissfon of t:hc Grand Mnr,ter. 

As vrc have expedenced in JH'ior yeru·s, 'We received almost ori a daHy biisis rc,iuests for 
aih1foeN on both Cryptic and general Masonic bnv from the 1nem.bcrsbip and from Committees 
Chairmen, but we must emphasize that these opinions are unofficial and gratuious~ as they were 
not solicited by or through the Grnnd Master who alone functionally and Constitutionally en,joys 
the preroga.tive of seeking counsel from the Judge Advotmfo. 

\Vbeu ,Ye rccclvc rec.Ju es ts from the Companions for lcg~ll opinions upon matters of Cryptic Law, 
we~ howevcit\ prefer to respond~ both as ~ com·si~' to the Comp:imions rmd as a m~.tter of Mlhsonic 
education, but it i& clerirly to be 1.mderntood that these opinions do :not carry the snnction of the 
Grand Council~ and that only the Grnnd l\faster may, with t.he degree of m:ithority 
ConstitutionaHy miuHlnted, ndvise the Compimiom; on Cryptic LJlW~ 

A§ we have itr:ated in the past, tlu; proper rn-oc~dure to secure an opinion is to pose tbe 
questions in ,vriting to the Gt·and Master, If Ile deems it appropriate, he may seek our counsel, 
and 1yc mny be awked to issue either a formal, written opinion or an informal opinion. It is to be 
mu!erstood that the Grand Mnster fa the source of all Crypfitlcgal nuthorit;yiu this Cryptk 
jnt'i!tdktion and lVhile the G-r·nnd Council itself is -n-ot in s-e§sfori, \Vhc:re an issue -invulves civil 
faw, of ccmr::-a~1 one must obtain private r;ounsel. 

l'VJl.ost .mustrious Gnmd M.aster, 1we have en,joy<~d vrnrking and serving you9 the Grand Cm.rn.r.U, 
and aH the Companions this yem., WE a.lso extend ftJ>preciatfo:n to the Office of our G:ran.d 
Reconler for Ms support, counsel, ~mrl ,vise input, and we respectfully move that om· Anmrnl 
llcr~ort bte entered into the proceedings of this Assembly. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

Section 8 of the Constitution provides that pYOJ>osition of amend the Constitution muy be 
adoJ>ted if submitted in ·writing at one Annual Assemb 1Y, ini<l-over to the next for consideration, 
mid then conscitted toby ft two-thi-nis majority vote of ~Jrn n:rnmhers prescri.t and voting; the 
m.rumdmcnt, howevcrdP.Jll'. .. ll.112 adonrc~d ,1t the Annual .As§~:q1ii}YJ11t which it wa§ first pro1:los~ 
l)~rnsed by ~1 umutimous vote. 

PROPOSrflONS BEJ1~0RE THE GRANO ASSEMBLY 

The follm.ving s~ctions of the Constitution of the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of New 
York will be submitted in writing in 2022 and held-over for consideration and a final vote in 2023. if 
passed, unless adopted in 2022 by unanimous vote of the members present: 

A. new Se<.:tion 4C vvill be proposed that allo,vs electronic voting. This section is presented for a 



first reading and vote, unless the vote shall be unanimous and adopted at this Assembly. 

New text is Underlined; deleted text is efe&"Jed-ettt 

4.C). In the event of a State of National emergency of where the Annual Assembly shall be 
impossible. dangerous&· unhealthful to hold "in nerson," the Grand Co1mcil irry meet. 
instead of "in person," bv any other electronic means upon the direction of the Most 
Illustrious_Qrand. Master and upon the method and rules by which he shall Order. Voting 
shall be implemented bv Order of the Grand Master on the basis of secure electro.nJ.s 1.11ef:U:1~: 
as the Grand Master shall de. tail <):oun~m . .Yeqmternent,; shall. ne theyffiTI~ as -for an ·~1r1 _ 
tl¥J.§.QJJ:.'._.c\_~sc.mbJy. 

The following Sections of the General Regulations of the Grand C.ouncii of Crn)tic Masons of the 
Stat-e of New York, wm be submitted for a final vote in 2022. 

NONE 

RespectfuHy submitted 
Harvey A. Eysnum 
Judge Advoeate 



The Report of the By-Laws Review and Jurisprudence Committee 2022 

Tiie Coilliilittee ,·rii:oftYffteli"<ts appi•oviil ofliie folloWitz_g Bv-Laws ciiaflges foi• Caviiga Coii:i1cii No. 90: 

Section 2: change meeting day, time & place. 

Section 7: remove the words "and/or Recorder or" from Treasurers duties. 

ADD: 

"Seetion- 9: The -Illustrious-Master, Reeorder-ancl-Treasurer shall-conduct-the hus-ines-s-of -the -Council and pay the 
normal bills of the Council when the Council is dark or unable to meet." 

The Committee recommends approval of the following By-Laws changes for Flatbuslt Cou11cil No. 80: 

Articl~ V, Fee~ .. & Dues: 

ADD: 
"Section 9: A collation assessment fee of TWENTY FIVE ($25 .00) dollars shall be added to the amount of council 
dues annually to supplement collation expenses such as food, libation and room reservations. The Installed Deputy 
Master will manage the collation account in conjunction with the Treasurer with guidance from the Illustrious 
Master to provide food and libation to the companions on behalf of the Council." 

The Committee recommends the adoption of the following amendment to the Constitution of the Grand Council 
of the State o[New YoJ'/r: 

A.DD NEW SECTION: 

ARTICLE l 

THE GRAND COUNCJL 

Section 4 -Assemblies 

4 (c). In the event of a State or National emergency, or where the Annual Assembly shall be 
impossible, dangerous or unhealthy to hold "in person", the Grand Council may meet instead of "in pel'son" 
by any other electronic means upon the direction of the Most Illush·ious Grand Master and upon the method 
and mies by which he shall Or<ler. Voting shall be implements by Order of the Gl'and Master on the basis of 
secure eiecli·onic means as the Grand Mastel" ·shaii tlerati. Quoi-um tequirements siraii be the same as fot an 
"in person" Assembly. 

Finally, the Committee wishes to recognize the numerous contributions that our late Chairman 
M:. I:. E. \-Villiam \-Vhittaker gave to this Grand Council through his many years of service. He will 

be missed by all. 

Respectfully submitted by the By-Laws Review and Jurisprudence Committee, 

M:. I:. Richard C. Fowler, Chairman 

R:. I:. Richard M. Clark 

R~. l-:.1:!arv:_ey R Eysman 



49ranb Qtouncil of Qtrpptic ;fllasons 
i,t«t~ o.f .fl~w !l'1r~ 

Right lllustrlous RJchard ·Kerlmoglu 
Grand Conductor of the Council 

3 Eastman Terrace 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 

~r~n@oJ~id~11J!.toLOfTh~Counctl@N'(GrY1~:ltC1"~~!fl 

Minutes of the Long Range Planning Committee, 11/06/2021 Rochester, NY 
Present: 
R.I. Richard Kerimoglu Chairman 2021-22 
R.i .. Don- Kunego-
R. I. Dan Eliot 
R. I. Stu Card 

R.I. Keith Becker 
Jl.J. earl Klossner 
R. I. Robert Hyman 
R. I Ernie Parker 

Meeting op·ened-at 4°:-1'5-PM ·with prayer by RJ. ·Keith Becker 
R.I. Richard Kerimoglu, Chairman of Long Range planning discussed the 
purpose of long range planning and to look at how we, as Grand Line Officers 
and our Companions around the state can guide Grand Council over the next 5 
years. 

R. I. Dan Eliot gave an update on the 200th anniversary plans. R. I. Gary Krom 
plans to put together a history of the 200 years of New York Grand Council . 

R. I. Don Kunego brought up the possibility of a 200th anniversary medal, which 
would also be detachable, in order to be either a coin or possibilly a lapel pin. 
Cost was brought up and will be looked into. 

R. I. Stu Card recommended a good quality coin no larger than a Walking Liberty 
coJn be usedT and if possible we should charge 116 more than $20.00. Keeping 
costs reasonable was unanimously supported. 

R. I. Richard Kerimoglu brought up the following items, The Long Range 
planning Chairman should be either the Grand Captain of the Guard or the 
Grand Conductor of the Council, Many felt it should rem~in the GC of the 
Council. Of course, the ffnaT decisfon wmbe made by fhe ·MrGM serving that 
year. R. I. Kerimoglu also brought up that a pool of potentinal Grand Council 
officers possibily 2 years be always available. The Officers should also be from 
all parts of the State in order that all regions be represented. 



R. I. Stu Card brought up that we need to look into the preservation of our 
historical documents, and that we need to understand over the years the 
technology will change and we need to keep up with new programs if we 
preserve documents via electronic means. 

R. I. Dan Eliot brought up looking into starting a New York Grand Council 
Facebook page. Many other bodies use social media and we need to look into 
this very seriously. 

The next meeting of the Long Range Planning Committee is planned for Grand 
Chapter weekend and we can further discuss date and time during our monthly 
Zoom calls. The meeting ended at 5PM. 
Tnank you everyone who attended. Hopefully, this can be a yearly plan. 

Zealously, 
R. I. Richard Kerimoglu 
Grand Conductor of the Council 



SUM~RY OF MEMB~RSHIP AND A~TIVITIES BY ~OUNCIL 2021J;22 

- ~ - . 
E~ ELLED 6/30/2oi2 NET GAIN/Lq5S 

.. 
6/39/2021 GREETEP 

- : SUSP. NPD S~ SP. CHAP. COUNCIL No. AFFIL. REST._ DIED DEMIT 
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Concordant Bodies and Youth Committee 
2021-2022 Annual Report 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Most Illustrious Grand Master, Past Most Illustrious Grand 
Masters, Distinguished East, Grand Line Officers, and Companions All. This is the Annual 
Report of the Grand Council's Concordant Bodies and Youth Committee for the 2021-2022 
Cryptic Year. 

Concordant Bodies 

The concordant bodies committee restarted their meetings after a long hiatus due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, under the chairmanship of Deputy Grand Master Steven A. Rubin. 
The membership of the concordant bodies committee will consist of representatives from: 
Grand Lodge, Grand Chapter, Grand Council, Grand Commandery, Scottish Rite and 
Masonic War Vets. Tlie principal expected participants will be the top two offioers of the 
Grand Bodies. The meetings are currently being held via Zoom and are scheduled to 
occur on the fifth Sunday of the appropriate months. The hosting of Zoom sessions will be 
rotated between the bodies. There have been three meetings of the committee following 
the Grand Lodge Session held in Utica in October 2021. 

There have been three main goals for the committee so far. Deputy Grand Master Rubin 
is making Communication among all the Grand Bodies as the primary goal. First up for all 
the Jurisdictions was to appoint a communication person for each of the Bodies. We in 
Grand Council, already have a Communications committee and our Chairman was picked. 

The second goal was to work on coordinating the individual Calendars we control for each 
of our Grand Jurisdictions. It has been agreed that each Jurisdiction is to list all important 
dates in our respective calendars. The respective Web Sites will have a dedicated 
Calendar page and that page will display all calendars overlayed. It was decided that part 
of the listing is to include all degrees for the Jurisdiction, where they will be held and if 
possible, a contact person. This will allow the other bodies to look for degrees near their 
locations. 

ihe third ·;nvolved" the t:-mpfre state magazine publication. Deputy Grana··Master Rubin 
has allocated a page in the publication for the Concordant bodies. The first scheduled 
printing contained summaries of the bodies. Subsequent publications will be focused on 
the individual bodies with Grand Chapter being in the next article. 

As part of the oukreach program, it has been recommended that the communications 
person/committee create and· oversee a Facebook page for "their respective Jurisdictions. 
R :. I:. Dan Elliot will be looking into setting up a page for Grand Council. 

New York Youth Groups 

The three Youth Groups in New York State are: The Organization of Triangles, Inc for Girls, 
The International order of the Rainbow for Girls and The Order of DeMolay, New York. All 
three groups are resuming their activities and their assemblies following the Covid-19 
shutdowns. All members are excited about this year's events. 

The Grand Master, Most Illustrious John Gallant, along with other members of the Grand 
Line, have represented Grand Council at the Youth Group's Grand Assemblies, and semi-



Annual meetings. 

The York Rite bodies on Youth, Grand Lodge, Grand Chapter, Grand Council and Grand 
Cofnmanclery, have presented the Order of Deborah Award at the OrgahizatioA 0f 
Triangles and International order of the Rainbow for Girls and the Order of York Tribune at 
the DeMolay semi-annual meeting in Utica. 

The Organization of Triangles, Inc for Girls held their Triangle Convention on October 9, 
2021; in Albany; NY. The out-going State Representative Ms. Maggie Callaghan passed 
on the Crown to elected State Representative Ms. Adriana Ramirez. During the 
conventien tne Yorn Rite oooies en Youtn eonferrea tfie oraer of Deborah on Ms. Brittany 
Rapan. 

The International Order of the Rainbow for Girls held their Grand Assembly on March 27, 
2022, in Callicoon, New York. The Grand Worthy Advisor for 2020 & 2021 Ms. Malea 
Hannaburg's reign ended and Ms. Sydney Dennerlein was elected to be the new Grand 
Worthy Adviser- for- 2022. During the Assembly tlie York Rite eeeies oh Y0uth e0nfer'r-ed 
the Order of Deborah and presented the award originally scheduled for 2020 to Ms. 
Sydney Dennerlein. 

The Order of DeMolay, New York held its in-person Leadership conference under the 
direction of State Master Councilor Br. Brian Ramos on November 13, 2021, in Utica NY. 
The York Rite bodies on Youth conferred the ceremony of the Order of York Tribune, and 
preserHea tne awara erlginally serieau1ec:1 fer 2021 to Br. Brian Rames. This year- the 
DeMolay Convention is occurring on the same weekend as our Grand Assembly. We will 
have a Grand Line Officer for representation in York Rite bodies on Youth. The Order of 
York Tribune is scheduled for Sunday, Aug. 21, 2022. The recipient will be Br. Nicholas G. 
Heitmann. 

I move that this Annual Report be acoepted and made a part of the full proceeding of this 
199th Annual Assembly of the Grand Council Cryptic Masons of New York. 

Respectively submitted 

-M:. T:. John A. Gallant, Grand--Masfer[CharrmanJ 
R :. I:. Stephen A. Rubinstein, Deputy Grand Master 
R:. I:. Daniel D. Elliott, Grand Captain of the Guard 
R:. I:. Kenneth Howe, Jr., Grand Recorder 



The Grand Council Website Committee Report 2021-2022 

To~ The Most illustri-0us Grand M.asttrr _and Grand Council. 

I would like to thank the Grand Council for their acceptance to me remaining in the position of Chairman of 
the Website Committee. With the help of my committee members, our Grand Line Officers and District 
Officers I am pleased to report the Web Site has continued to be a stable and on-line presence for our Grand 
Jurisdiction. 

The prinrnty task for me is to provide a rapid turnaround of updates to the Web Site and down-loadable 
documents and to be the official location of Announcements and Edicts by our Most Illustrious Grand 
Master. Unfortunately, with changes with my employer's Internet policies on external access, quick uploads 
to the Web host became problematic. I could make the changes to the documents but had to depend on my 
mem01y to run the upload at home ·when I had time. 

This year many of our Grand Line Officers have been on the receiving end of a series of "Phishing emails" 
using the email addresses that are available on the Web site. Our Web site was never "hacked". The 
addresses were extracted using HTML-scrapers and emails were automatically sent to the addresses found. 
In today's Internet environment one cannot avoid this annoyance and our Grand Line officers must be 
vigilant with aey email communications that seems odd,like askil!gfor_gjft cards or offers of free money. 

We continue to use the email forwarding functionality supported through our Web Hosting software for 
example: <Email@NYCryptic.org>. I currently have about 2/3rds of the Grand officers covered with 
fmward emails like Grand.Master or GrandSentinel. I am interested determining if we should we have all 
Grand Officers covered with emails like GrandTrustee-2022, or Grand.Musician West? 

This year, in coordination with our sister York Rite Bodies, our respective calendars are supporting the 
tracking of the Degrees in our Jurisdictions. As degrees are planned and announced a calendar entry is 
created containing the degree name, the location of the Chapter/Council/Commandery and a person to 
contact. Our Companions can search the calendars to find what and where degrees are being offered. 

We -have populated om calendar with the Official visits of our Grand Line Officers, District Deputy Grand 
Masters along with our Grand Lecturer Conventions. However, changes in scheduled plans sometimes did 
not get communicated in time and the entries became stale. 

As I approach my 10th anniversary as Chairman, it may be appropriate to revisit what we want for "Futures 
with our Web presence". It is my intention to maintain a Support style web site where information and 
documents are readily available vs a flashier Marketing or Sales style. However, with the recent concerns 
with Phishing and Privacy should we change this approach? Do we wish to conceal access to our site behind 
a web portal-login front end and expose only minimal details? I look forward to discussions on this question . 

.Zealously, 

;u- tJ. ✓,/...U~"" 
M : . I:. John A. Gallant 
Chairman of the Grand Council Website Committee 



THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE GRAND COUNCIL 
-CRYPTIC.-MASO-N-S·-OF THE -STATE -OF -NEW YORK 

Friday Evening, August 19, 2022 

EVENING SERVICE 

* Symbol Means Stand If You Are Able. 

QUIET CENTERING 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: 0 God. make speed to save us 
-P-eo·pte: ·O·Lord, ·make· ·-haste·-to he·lp· us·. 

* OPENING EVENING HYMN "God Of Our Life" 

EVENING PRAYER (In Unison) 
.Blessed-are y,ou, -Lord--God-, .c.reator.o,f .day.and-.n-igl1,t: .to you.be .praise 
and glory for ever. As darkness falls you renew your promise to reveal 
among us the light of your presence. By Your, your living Word, dispel 
the darkness of our hearts that we may walk as children of light and 
sing your praise throughout the world. Blessed be God, the Almighty 
One:, ~btes·se"d·be Your·Ho·-ly·Na·m·e·. Am·en. - -

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON: Psalm 46 

RESPONSORY 
Y-our s-alv.atk>-f.l--is-.f.lear -to-.those -wh<l-fear you; -that.9~-or.y -nlay-dwe-U--i,rl-our kand. 

You:r salvation is near to those who fear you; that glory may dwell 
in our land. 

Mercy and truth have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed 
each other. 

That gh1·ry-rnay dwen tn- oarland·. 
Glory to the Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer of our lives. 

Your salvation is near to those who fear you; that glory may dwell 
in our land. 

THE ·OFFERING (The Offering received.this evening goes t'o the Grand Council' Charity 
Corporation for meeting ifs annual donations to approved charities. The Officers will 
receive the gifts from the people of God) 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON: James 5:7-20 

THE HOMILY: "Waiting For The Harvest" 
M.: / .: Rev. Charles M. Roberts 

311 
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* CLOSING EVENING HYMN "From All That Dwell Below" 

* THE BENEDICT/ON 

* POSTLUDE 

''-Go-d' ·0-f ·Our Life.,, 
God of our life, through all the circling years, we trust in you; 

In all the past, through all our hopes and fears, your hand we see. 
With each new day, when morning lifts the veil, 

we own your mercies, Lord, which never fail. 

God of the past1 our times are in your hand; with us abide. 
Lead us by faith, to hope's true Promised Land; be now our guide. 

With you to bless, the darkness shines as light, 
and faith's fair vision chan_g_es into sight. · 

God of the coming years, thro' paths unknown we follow you; 
When we are strong, Lord1 leave us not alone; our refuge be. 

Be now for us in life our daily bread, our heart's true home 
when-aU--oA.1-r y.ears-.have.sped-. 

"From All That Dwell Below" 
From all that dwell below the skies, Let the Creator's praise arise; 

Alleluia! A lleluia! Let the Redeemer's name be sung Through ev'ry land, 
by ev'ry tongue. Alleluia! Alleluia! A lleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

In ev'ry land begin the song; To ev'ry land the strains belong. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! In cheerful sounds all voices raise And fill the world 

with joyful praise. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Eternal are thy mercies, Lord; Eternal t ruth attends thy word. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore, 
Till suns shall rise and set no more. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! .Allel111al 

Grand Chaplains 
R . ·.I.: & Rev. Sten rick B. Adams R . ·. I. ·. & Rev. Dr. Mark D. Issacs 

M ,~:L --...& .. Re_v~ _Cbarl.es M..Ro.b_erls 

Grand Musicians 
R .: I.: Gerald Irwin R. ·.I.: David Shire 



THE GRAND COUNCIL OF CRYPTIC MASONS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
:1-.$9.tb.,A.m,tWa!,As.so...Jl\-bl~ Albafil¥'f·:N.e,w .¥£>.lk> 

Saturday, August 20, 2022 

Annual Necrology Report 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 
-* -S-fancflf you are a'fJte 

LIGHT THE CANDLE 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 27:1; 4a; 5-6) 
Leader: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 

str..ef.lg:tffi . .of. ,tlil.¥ J ite:. ,of W~rM . .slnall Lbe...af rtald? 
People: One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek; that I may dwell 

in the house of-the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the delight 
of the Lord and to inquire in His temple. 

Leader: For in the day of trouble he shall hide me in his shelter; in the shadow of 
his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock. 

1"eop'fe-: ·~nd·new··s'fla'rf·my :fiead~~f>e·'.l'i'ffed-·up· a1f>ove·-my·-e11emTes -r-euno about 
me. I will offer sacrifices of joy. I will sing; yea, I will sing praises to 
the Lord. 

OPENING PRAYER 
God who creates and re~creates us,. God who laqghs with us and wee,ps with us, 
God Who walks Wiffl us each step offhe way, carryfng us When our slreng1li faffs, 
we gather today with hearts full of grief, with voices crying out words of lament. 
And so we ask that you would move in and around us today. As we gather to 
remember and say good bye to our fellow Companions, be the shoulder we can 
cry on, the arm we can lean on, help us to see through the veil of tears that there 
:i's '.l'.top.e'fnr.1ifi!-c.o.11nut.1t1J:g.-'~l'..acir>J'.l'S •~p~. '.a'.S'. '.~e.tit1J'.I~ :atrd· ~ncrrtr.ous :as· ·r.o.cr-m,. 
you are also a compassionate God, as attentive as a hen with her chicks, as tender 
as a mother with a newborn child, as watchful as a shepherd with the sheep, as 
protective as a father's warm embrace and so we come into your presence to 
grieve our fellow Companions' deaths, asking that your Holy Spirit would be here 
.tc;, ~~$.~ 9.~r JJ-~jn. . .A~ w~ _g!.v.E? ~n~ Jpr ~ll th?t tb~_y h~MI? 8.Q9f?Q. :t9 11:l:? J,iv~§ gf 11;19§>? 
around insrn, as we re1·ease our emotions, as ·we sat oc,r g'Ood::oyas, ·remind tJs -that 
we are not alone. For you are our God as you were of them and You continue to 
journey with us in our time grief. Amen. 

* OPENING HYMN: "Amazing Grace" 

1. Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now am found Was blind but now I see. 

2. Twas Grace that taught my heart to fear And Grace, my fears 
relieved How precious did that Grace appear The hour I first believed. 

3. Through many dangers, toil·s and· srtares ·We ·nave alreads,- c-am T'was 
Grace that brought us safe thus far And Grace will lead us home, And 
Grace will lead us home 

. . 
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SCJi U?TURE..L.ESSO.N,:. 

EULOGIES: M :. I :. Fred G. Hickein (1984-1985) 
M:. I: .. E. William Whittaker (2001-2002) 

A REFLECTIVE THOUGHT 

CLOSING PRAYER 

* CLOSING HYMN: "It Is Well With My Soul" 

1.) When Peace iike a river attendeth my way! When sorrows like 
,s-ea-'l'.>ilf"Gws· ·ron:· 1Wffate~rer·mr1lbt', iffro1;1•11'fa'Sf ~1;1glit' ·rrrew s:ar, 
"It is well, it is well with my soul." It is well. .... with my soul. It 
is well, it is well with my soul. 

2.) And, Lord, haste the day when the faith shall we sight, The clouds 
be rolled back as a scroll , The trump shall resound and the Lord shall 
.d~r;id,, 11~v,ai;i._s,0" .i.t..ls-W.Qll. w.Ltl;i. m~ $0..UI_, .Lt.is-w,gU,.,.,~ ... witl:tm~ so.ut.. 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

CANDLE EXTINGUISHED 

* BENEDICTION (In Unison) 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Grand Chaplains 

R .: / .: Rev. Sten rick Adams R.: f. •. Rev. Mark Isaacs 
M.·.J.:Rev. Charles M. Roberts 
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IN MEMORIAM (2021-2022) 

Union Council No. 2: 
Central City Catmc;il NQ, 1 a 
'Bfoss 'De·Wt'tf't'ff nfon 'No. 1tf 
Buffalo Keystone Council No. 17 

King Hiram Council No. 18 

Dunkirk Council No. 25 
Ahwaga Council No. 30 

Hornellsville Council No. 35 

St. George's Council No. 74: 
SkoiYase Council No. 75 

Suffolk Council No. 76: 

-Ffat"busf1·-Couno1tfilo; :g(J 

Oneonta Council No.87: 
NunDaWaGa Council No. 92: 
Goshen Council No. 93 
King David Council No. 97 

.x · 
y 

@j @) @ 

William J. Gannon 
t..~rny J. fqrb.~ 

'lPl~ftiff--W. ,l ffcd<f1ardf 
Elroy C. Eisenhauer 
David A. Richardson 
William G. Schwarting 
E. William Whittaker 
R<?Pf!!1 W: AY~!Y 
'Frederf<:k A'. Staflf 
E. William Whittaker 
Clyde W. Card 
Erwin Hermann 
Bernie Golubiewski 
Melville Hunter 
:w,nram-:Wnglif, Jr. 
James A. Lowerre 
Howard C. Colegrove 
E. William Whittaker 
N. Dale Baldwin 
Lawrence H. Pfaff, Sr. 
-( ou1s -Caoper · 
George Crayton, Jr. 
Fred G. Hickein 
Kenneth Koh/hagen 
Elbert Dan Jackson 
Alan M. Downing 
James-G-. Trafn"ham 
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M:.I:. John Gallant 

Grand Master 

The Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of New York 

June 30, 2022 

RE: Report of the First Cryptic District 2021-2022 

M:.I:. Grand Master: 

Please see the summary report beiow for the Councils in the First Cryptic District for the Cryptic year 

2021-2022. I would like to note that it has been an honor to serve the Grand Council for the past three 

years as this District's Deputy Grand Master, and it was particularly gratifying to be able to share with 
the Companions your "Committment" message this year, along with some of my own observations and 

thoughts. 

Executive Summary 

There are six Councils which comprise the First Cryptic District: 

- Columbian Council No. 1 (New York, NV) 
- Adelphic Council No. 7 (New York, NY) 
- Adoniram Council No. 36 (Astoria, Queens) 
- Suffolk Council No. 76 (Sayville, NY) 
- Flatbush Council No. 80 (New York, NY) 
- North Shore Council No. 88 (Oyster Bay, NY) 

Overall, ali of the of the six councils are in acceptable operating compiiance with Grand Council 

Constitutions and General Regulation, their Council By-laws, and sound and sustainable organizational, 

membership and financial practices. The Councils meet regularly, and most conduct degree work, albeit 

at differing levels of proficiency. The Councils which demonstrate substantial operating compliance are: 

Columbian No. 1, Adelphic No. 7, Suffolk No. 76, and North Shore No. 88. 

Housekeeping Issues: 

Columbian Council No. 1: Despite multiple requests, the recorder has not as of this writing, provided 

documentation of the Council's financial statements. The recorder was not present at the official visit, as 

he had a family emergency. Thus, the financial status of the Council could not be verified. 



Adelphic Council: This spring, the current recorder reports that he was physically transferring important 

documents from the prior recorder, including financial records of the Council, and the seat of the 

Council, when his car was vandalized and these items, among other things, were stolen. Verification of 

their financial status could therefore not be made. A follow up on the status of recovery will be 

required. 

Areas of Focus:/Challenge 

For two Councils, some substantial issues remain, but in the 3 years I have served as District Deputy 

Grand Master for this District, there has been significant progress for the two councils, Flatbush No. 80 

and Adoniram No. 36, which had continuing significant challenges at the time that I had assumed my 

position in 2019. I will note at the outset that I had very little to do with the progress these two councils 

appear to have made, and the pause produced by the Pandemic seems to have allowed a significant 

degree of "resetting" for both of them. The path to this correction and the perceived improvement 

made is primarily the result of the work done by the prior DDGM, Henry Abel, and R:.I:. Stephen 

Rubinstein, Grand Line Officer at the time. 

Remaf n;nq Challenges: 

Flatbush Council No. 80-Gaps 

~ Membership-record keeping has improved, but there remains a lack of clarity regarding current 

membership rosters. There are 48 listed members, but it is difficult to determine who is active. 

N Dues- Record l<eeping has improved with regard to summaries, but notices, collections, and issuance 

of cards remains not well documented 

"'There is no audit committee- This remains an issue, as prior financial concerns, including the co­

mingling of funds with the local Commandery, which I have been told were addressed, have not be 

documented as resolved. In fact, no financial records were provided at the visit, nor have they been as 

of the time of this writing, and no documentation of the resolution of this issue has been made 

available. 

"' Minutes for meetings are inconsistently available 

"'There has been no degree work, but a Royal Master degree is planned 

The good news is the Current Master has been diligent in addressing several of these issues, has moved 

the council substantially forward, and the identified successor is enthusiastic and committed to work on 

resolving the gaps which we have identified. 

Adoniram Council NO. 36-Gaps 

~ Membership-record keeping is excellent by the current recorder, but attendance at meetings, while 

reported at 10 (of the 31 members} is likely much lower- In part, this may be due to the lodge room that 



they use, which is on the second floor and for which there is no elevator, and this is problematic for 

many of the members who are elderly. In addition, parking availability by the lodge is minimal at best, 

and this may discourage attendance. These two physical constraints are difficult to address, as both 

issues would require a change of venue. 

~ There has been no degree work. This in part relates back to the issue of attendance, and the 
commitment of the council members to do the work. However, the leadership remains motivated and 

dedicated to sustain the council. 

The Current master and Recorder have served two terms, and both are well organized, dedicated, and 
have demonstrated sustained leadership and direction for the Council. They seem willing, with the 

support of their members, to continue to serve the council. Each were tasked by the prior DDGM with a 

remediation plan, particularly with regard to record keeping, and they have implemented this plan. They 

have been accountable for the progress and they recognize the issues that remain. For this council, 

membership and attendance remain the primary concerns. 

Overall, there has been significant improvement in the organization and operation of these two councils, 

which were of concern to the prior DDGM. Issues remain, but I am optimistic that theses councils will 
prosper, if leadership remains capable and committed. My recommendation is that the incoming DDGM 

remain in close contact with the leadership of these councils, to specifically address the issues 

enumerated above. The prior DDGM felt these two councils were "at risk,'1 and both remain so/o some 

degree, albeit for different reasons, although less so than at the time of his evaluation in 2019. 

In Secrecy and Silence, and with warm Fraternal Regards, 

&~ 
Joshua De Leon 

Dis kt Deputy Grand Master, First Cryptic District 

Grand Council of Cryptic Masons, State of New York 



DDGM 2nd CRYPTIC DISTRICT 
Annual Report 2021 -2022 

Most Illustrious Grand Master and Brothers of the Grand Council of the State of New York: 

I would like to first explain that due to an unforeseen illness to the District Deputy Grand 

Master (DDGM) Melvin J. Birnbaum, I was asked by The Most Illustrious Grand Master John 

Gallant, if I could assist Cryptic District #2 by being responsible for some of the duties of the 

ODGM this year. Needless to say, during this year I have taken on some of the responsibilities 

of the Cryptic District#?- DDGM. Because I am the AGL also for this district, I was able to 

conduct both visits (AGL and ODGM) at the same time. 

As the AGL/Acting DDGM, I was able to visit all three councils in the 2nd Cryptic District: King 

Solomon Council on April 12, Goshen Council on April 28 and Union Council on May 5. Because 

of a required minimum number present to open, all three councils were unable to open during 

my visit. I do not believe any of these three councils are in trouble financially or functionality. 

All three councils seem to have adequate finances and an adequate number of members to 

sustain their respective councils. The problem in my view is the continued resistance of public 

gatherings by certain segments of the population. This has been caused by the COVID pandemic 

of the past couple of years. As the days continue to advance and more people emerge out into 

the public, I am optimistic that the participants in these councils will again be back to their pre­

pandemic days. 

During my visits to each of these councils I was able to obtain the needed paperwork from the 

councils and also spend time in discussions including, but not limited to, opening ritual, Cryptic 

Charities, Charters and the Grand Master's message on Commitment. All three councils were 

very open and very welcoming to my visit. 

Grand Lecture's Convention was held at Ulster Lodge in Saugerties, NY on June 2ih. There was 

a grand total of sixteen (16) Companions in attendance, nine (9) from King Solomon's Council 

#31 and five (5) from Goshen Council #93, plus the Grand Lecturer and his assistant. The Grand 

Lecturer opened the convention with a "Question and Answer" (Q & A) period where there 

were a number of questions regarding the Select Master's Degree Ritual in general. The Grand 
- - - -

Lecturer and his assistant then led a discussion on the "floor work" and personnel involved in 

the "9 Arches" portion of the Select Master's Degree. The convention was well received by all in 
attendance, and all thought the presentation was beneficial. 

It was a pleasure to represent the Most Illustrious Grand Master on these visits and I am very 

grateful that he allowed me the privilege to represent him. 

Respectfully Submitted 

R :. I:. Garry W. Krom 

AGL/Acting DDGM Cryptic District #2 



To: Most Illustrious John Gallant 

From: Right Illustrious Mark Seeloff 

Subject: Ninth Cryptic District Year End Report 

The ninth cryptic district is doing well. All Three councils are meeting and brought in new 
members. Buffalo - Keystone No. 17 brought in four new members in April. Their ritual work is 
great. Their officers line is progressing with new companions taking offices. The Grand lecture 
Convention was with them with a good turn out from the Councils. District Deputy, Assistance 
Grand Lecture and Grand Line officer visit was well received by the companions. Buffalo­
keystone Council is interested in doing the Cryptic educational course this coming Fall. 

Dunkirk Council has four new companions. They do need some help. Their leadership positions 
has been stagnant. There is a new push for the members to reorganize the officers line with 
new companions and these companions have step up to the challenges. The Treasure's and 
Recorder's office are now run by two different companions and a succession of officers' line for 
Illustrious Master for years to come. They also are very interested in doing the Cryptic 
educational course. The District Deputy, Assistance Grand Lecturer, and Grand Line Officer 
visit was well received. 

Hamburg Council is holding their own. They are only meeting four times a year. They need to 
bing in new companions to step up and take over their leadership mies. Their leadership roles 
have been stagnant. The District Deputy. Assistance Grand Lecturer and Grand Line Officer 
visit was well received. 

I have two companions t hat did not receive their Super Excellent Master certificates and card. 
Companion Peter C. Stein did not receive his certificate and card. Very Illustrious Micheal B. 
Seeloff did not receive his certificate. He got his card. They are both members of Buffalo­
keystone Council No. ·17. 

I thank the Ninth Cryptic District and the New York State Grand Cryptic Council for letting me 
serve them as their District Deputy Grand Master. I take great pride with working with lllust1ious 
Master of the each Council in the district and looking forward to serving them in the upcoming 
cryptic year. 

Subm

7
itted with F&Z, 

J,1 111 /~ A ~··· It __,,1 .,.., v_;;>, 
.p;, 

Right lllu rious Mark ~J off 
District Deputy Grand Master 
9th Cryptic District of Royal and Select Masters State of New York 



Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of New York 
Report of the Grand Lecturer & Ritual Committee 2021 - 2022 

Ritual conventions were held this past year in every District, focused primarily on the Select 
Master degree. Regardless of which portions of the standard work are selected to be addressed 

generally around the state in the coming year, the work of each District's convention will be 

tailored to address specifically whatever the Companions there, through their Council and 

District officers, indicate is currently of most interest. The goal is to help Councils in the primary 
function of Cryptic Masonry: perform1ng rHua1 competenUy and with feeHng, to inspire 
transformation of Companions. 

To promote participation, we run 2 competitions. To win the M :. I :.Jay Kosseff Award, a Council 

must participate, with no more than one of its main ritual officers (IM, DM, PCW, CG, CC) 

absent; more than one Council can win this award at the same convention. To win the M.-;I:; 
Rex Long Award, a Council must have the largest fraction of its members attend, of the Councils 

in its District; only one Council can win it at the same convention. We also have "Stump the 

[A]GL" public recognition: if any Companion asks a ritual question of an AGL or the Grand 

Lecturer that we are unable to answer correctly at the time, then after research, the 

Companion's name., h.ls question and our findings w.m be _posted on hti_pJiwww_.nyc.ry_ptic .. o.rg/.. 

The pandemic interrupted our practice, but many Companions are eager to resume work and 

clearly have studied; this was the first year when the quality of the work I observed around the 

state had generally improved over the previous year. 

several potential errata etc. ·were aisco\ierea in tne ne·w ·ritual book: 
• p. 1 markings should be updated to reflect adoption by the Grand Assembly in 2021. 
• p. 15 the Treasurer and Recorder should be immediately behind the CG and CC respectively? 
• p. 17 "Companions" should be abbreviated not "Comps." but "Camp's" as elsewhere. 
• p. 29 "labor of man" should be "labor of a man" (General Grand Council) or "labors of a man" (I.'. L. Tuck)? 
• p. '50 Ahishar's soliloquy should go immediately after-the 1-s1 sentence of stage directions atop p. S-3. 
• p. 54 SM-2 should be redrawn with the craftsmen standing inside the arches. 
• p. 59 obligation "melM:" should be "mem,". 

The Ritual Committee requests authority to revise the booklet, in its next printing, with any and 

all of these cnanges that our research co"iifirms as correct 

Next we will compare our Super Excellent Master and Thrice Illustrious Master rituals with those 
of the General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons International and other sources, propose 

revisions to our rituals if and as needed, and prepare new booklets. 

Zealously, 

R :. I:. Stuart W. Card, Grand Lecturer, for the Ritual Committee: 

M :. I:. Frank Karwowski 

M :.I:. Richard C. Fowler, and the Assistant Grand Lecturers 



Assistant Grand Lecturer's Report 
for the 2nd Cryptic District 

2021-2022 

Most Illustrious Grand M aster and Brothers of the Grand Council of the State of New York: 

I was able to attend each of the councils in the 2nd Cryptic District during the previous year. In 

each of the councils I found that attendance was an issue. As we are now emerging out of the 

~OVID Rc!nqemic pf tne p~st 2 YecJr~, I swrmi~e t hcJt people are ~till wecJrY P.f ~tt!;?nding grpµp 
functions and being in public. Hopefully this will continue to change for the better In the next 

year. 

King Solomon's Council #31- date visited -April 12, 2022. There were six (6) Companions in 

attendance that evening. Discussion revolved around the Cryptic Charity Fund, opening ritual 

and the Most Illustrious Grand M aster John Gallant's Message of "Commitment". 

Goshen Council #93 - date visited - April 28, 2022. That evening there were seven (7) 

Companions in attendance. Discussion revolved around Illustrious Grand Master John Gallant's 

Message of "Commitment" and opening ritual. 

Union Council #2 - tj~t~ v!.~it~9 - M/:!Y ~' 202i. Th~rn w~r~ ~ix (9) ~RJTIP.~niQn~ in ~tt~ndcJn~~ 
t hat evening. Discussion revolved around Illustrious Grand Master John Gallant's Message of 
"Commitment", opening ritual and the date of their charter. (See this year's Grand Historian's 

Report.) 

The Grand Lecturer's Convention - held on June 27, 2022 at t he Ulster Lodge In Saugerties, N.Y. 

There was a grand tota l of sixteen (16) Companions in attendance, nine (9) from king Solomon's 

Council #31 and five (5) from Goshen Council #93, plus the Grand Lecturer and his assistant. 

The Grand Lecturer opened the convention with a "Question and Answer" (Q & A) period 

where there were a number of questions regard ing the Select Master's Degree Ritual In 

general. After the questions and answer period was completed, the Grand Lectllrer and his 

assistant led a discussion on the "f loor work" and personnel involved in the "9 Arches'' portion 

of the Select Master's Degree. The convention was well received by all in attendance, and 

everyone thought that the presentat ion was outstanding. 

Respectfully Submitted 

R :. I:. Garry W. l<rom 

A.G.L. Cryptic District #2 



Assistant Grand Lecturer's 
Annual Report 

Bruce L. Van Buren District No. 4 Date: June 29, 2022 

As my home council I was able to visit Oneonta Council 87 on Oct 27, 2021 for the Royal 
Master Degree and on Jan 26, 2022 for the Select Master Degree. Oneonta Council is one of 
our superior councils. They endeavor to have each companion learn and do his position for the 
degrees as he advances. Usually everyone performs very well. I attended additional assemblies 
with nothing new to report. 

On several occasions I have queried St Georges' and Bloss-DeWitt for dates when they were 
conferring degrees with no response. 

RECOMMENDATION: Move Oneonta Council to the 7th District 
DDGM and AGL can't effectively do their jobs since some councils don't communication so we 
don't know when conferring degrees. Travel to Queensbury is 2 hours from Oneonta, 2 and a 
half hours from Delhi, and 3 hours from Oxford. That is a lot to ask. 

Cayuga Council No. 90 in Trumansburg is 2 hours from Oneonta and Oxford and 2 and a 
quarter hours from Delhi. Ahwaga Council #30 in Vestal is about 1 hour from Oneonta, Delhi 
and Oxford. Many companions are already working with lodges, chapters and commanderies in 

the Binghamton area so we know them and can easily communicate with them. 

GRAND LECTURER'S CONVENTION 
It was exceedingly difficult to set up this convention. I suggested St. Georges as it was most 
central. There was NO response. I was later able to communicate with St Georges' IM and the 

dates were not good for him. Stu suggested Joseph Warren and a tentative date was set. This 
was communicated to the district IMs and recorders. There was further discussion, but no 
confirmation of the time or if a meal was in the works UNTIL the night before. Oneonta Council 
had a few members planning to come, but plans changed without timely confirmation. We have 
had no reply from St Georges or Bloss-Dewitt. Rotating the conventions would work best if they 
would respond. 

The Convention was held June 22, 2022 7:30 pm at Joseph Warren Council 37 at Queensbury 
with the following present: 

R:. I : . Stuart Card, Grand Lecturer 
R.'.I.'. Robert N. Rogers 111, DDGM 
R:. I:. Keith A. Becker, Grand Steward 
R:. I:. Ernest Parker, Grand Standard Bearer 

R.'.I.'. John Patterson, Jr 

Frank Fancher, OM Rotica 12 
Albert B. Nolette, IM 
Lester Losaw, DM 
Edward Kily, CC 
James Cobb 

The topic for the evening was the Select Master Degree: 
RI Card explained that there should be a big space between Altar & 2nd arch and a big space 
between 8 & 9 arches to permit doing to do work there denoting the significance of those 

locations. Each Arch corresponds to each degree. He referenced pg 48 and discussed the 



room setup, then on pg 49 Zabud's entrance, and then on pg 51 the Workmen on arches 4 thru 
8. That Ahishar's new soliloquy is to explain why he fell from grace and presents a moral 
lesson. That the CG should step to right side to allow the Council to work. He encouraged us 
to find out who Ahishar is in the Bible. Ahishar means brother of Sol. Robert Anton Wilson, 
Stu's favorite author. 

A Copy Of This Should Be Sent To The DDGM Of The District, The Grand Lecturer And The 
Most Illustrious Grand Master As Soon As Feasibly Possible. 

29 June 2022 District 4 



OPERATING FUND.2021/2022 

Balance as of 3'1 July 2021 

Income 
Rq1 
R~2 
R~3 
R-4 
R~5 
H-6 
R-7 
R-8 
R-9 

Member NY Per Capita + R2 & R3 
Member GC Per Capita 
New Member Greeting 
Permanent Funds 
Bank Interest 
,Late, Anm.n.11,Return·Fees 
Refund Host Council 
Escrow Funds 
Miscellaneous 

Subtotal: 
Total 

DISBURSEMENTS 
A-1 Annual Assembly (Meals & Hotel) 
A-2 Annual Proceedings 

B-·1 Grand Master's Expenses 
B.;2 Grand 'Masters Apron 
B··3 Grand Masters Jewel 

C-1 Grand Recorder's Salary 
C~2 Grand Treasurer's Salary 

D-·1 Office Expense 

Dg2 Grand Council Storage 
0=3 Grand Council Supplies 
0-4 Grand Council Postage 
0=5 Grand Council Printing 
0-6 Telephone 
D•0 7 Insurance & Bonding 
0-8 Taxes 

E•~1 Grand Lecturer's Expenses 
E-2 Grand Line Officer's Expenses 

F-·1 General Grnnd Council Per Capita 

23,646.00 

16,508.00 
2315.30 

12,110.83 

$54,580.13 
$80;806~.40 

6,275.34 
957~90 
300.00 

2,000.00 
600.00 

1,450.59 

120~00 
5.96 

281.89 
81.31 

126.00 

1,000.00 
2,18.5.00 

2,612.50 



F-2 Youth Yearly Program Support 
G~i General Grand Triennial Fund 
G-2 Ritual/Constitution Escrow Fund 
G-3 Regalia"'New York Fund 
G-4 Equipment Repair Purchase Fund 
G-5 History Fund 
Gm6 Grand Master's Fund 

H~1 MisceUaneous & Adjustment 
S~1 113.431 S-2 594.47 

Subtotal: 
Total 

Balance as of 3·1 July 2022 

Respectfully submitted, 

R:J:, Kenneth J. Lockard 
Grand Treasurer 

200.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100,00 

13,052.89 
707.90 

$51,560.20 
$29,24o.2Q 



Balaa1111s as Qf 3:1 Juli.' 202:1 

Income: 
Transfer from S-6 

Interest: 

Sub-totals: 
Transfer to S-1 
Disbursements: 

Balamais as of 3:1 Ju!J.' 2!122 

Escrow Funds 2021 /2022 

S-1 Rituals-Constitutions-Guides-lsh Sodi Awards 
S-2 RegaliaFund 
S-3 Triennial Fund 
S-4 Equipment Purchases & Repair Fund 
S-5 History Fund 

.£1 S::2 

7,419.85 268.35 

1,944.00 100.00 
500.00 

.77 .03 

9,364.62 868.38 

1,720.83 594.47 

7,643.79 273.91 

S-6 Grand Master's Fund 

&a ~ ~ 

1171.12 2894.12 1834.69 

100.00 100.00 100.00 

.12 .29 .18 

---
1271.25 2994.43 1934.89 

---
1271.25 2994.43 1934.89 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kenneth J. Lockard 
R:.I:. Kenneth J. Lockard 
Grand Treasurer 

&6 To1al.s. 

2418.55 $16,006.68 

145.00 2,489.00 
500.00 

.20 $ 1.59 

2563.81 $18,997.27 
500.00 500.00 

$ 2,315.30 

2063.81 $16,181.97 



GRAND COUNCIL CRYPTIC MASONS l)F NEW YQR.K 

REPORT OF THE AUDiT COMMITTEI; 

AUGUST 8!, 2022 

To the Grand Master, Grand Line and members of Councils of 
New York: 

The accounts of the GRAND TREASURER were examined and 
found to be in good order. 

Audit Committee: 

-~ 
M:.I:. Donald Harrison 

R:.I:. Robert P. Bukowski 



2021-2022 Annual Report of the Grand Recorder 

This will be my last report as your Grand Recorder. With that said, will beg your 

in6ulgence as I take a little strollthrough recent•history. 

A few years ago the state of the Grand Recorder's Office was in a state of disarray, when 

our Companion RI Francis Powley stepped up to take the post. However, having met with 

an untimely death; Ml and Reverend Charles Roberts stepped up to gather all the 
available data and begin the chore of organizing the Grand Recorder's office, with help, I 

might add, of Ml John Gallant. Somehow during that time I became assistant Grand 

Recorder and subsequent to that I became your Grand Recorder. It has been a learning 

experience and a job that I have enjoyed. Of course! with the aid of a great mentor. The 

office is now running relatively smoothly due to the yeoman,.s work of Ml Charles 

Roberts. 

It doesn't seem possible that a year has passed since Ml Phil Chandler handed the torch 

of leadership to Ml John Gallant. It has, however, been anything but an uneventful 

tenure. We lost some of our Grand Line, through retirement and other reasons, however, 

thankfully many of our Companions stepped up to fill the void. I assess that our Grand 

line is in great shape and the future is looking bright. 

When .MJ John &Uant was .D.e.p.uty, out of .11e.cessity from t.6.e .shut down, .b.e began 
holding monthly zoom meetings which allowed us to get together and assess the status 

of Grand Council and adjust our progress as needed. This productive means has been 

continued by our current Deputy RI Steve Rubinstein. 

Another -product of the· shut ·down ·was -mcrntMy -meetings set up- -by General -Grand 

Council International for the North East Grand Council Recorders, which allowed all in this 

Office to be kept informed with the goings on of General Grand Council International. A 

Hat tip, to the Right Puissant Steven Balke, General Grand Council Grand Recorder and his 

office. 

Grand Chapter, in March, was well attended by our Grand Council. It was great to finally 

be able to gather as Brethren and Companions. 

Next year will mark the 200th Anniversary of our Grand Council. RI Dan Elliot has been 

warking·dHrgent~ytohring ahout what -1-heVievewitlhe·-great celebration. 

On a sadder note we lost two stellar leaders in the recent past. Our Grand Treasurer, RI 

George Emmons met with an untimely death. Again, Ml Charles Roberts, working with 

our Assistant Grand Treasurer! RI Ken Lockard worked together to make the transition as 

seamlessly as possible. Earlier this year we lost Ml E. William Whittaker. An ever-present 

mentor and leader in our Grand Council. Ml Whittaker was Treasurer of the Grand 



Council Charity's Corp. His untimely passing created much confusion for the group, and 

again, it fell on the shoulders of Ml Charles Roberts to gather all the information and 

work with the investment group to get all things straighten out. We are now on firmer 

ground. Thanks Ml Chuck. 

On a personal note, Doric Council #19 has anxiously awaited an opportunity to dedicate 

the Fairport Flower City Lodge in Fairport, NY. The event finally occurred on Saturday, July 

23rd
• companions and $ir Knights from near and far arrived in F-airport, New York. to 

dedicate the Lodge room which now accommodates Hiram Chapter #62, Doric Council 

#19, and Cyrene Monroe Commandery #12 as their home. As Illustrious Master and 

Eminent Commander for this event, I would like to extend a warm and Brotherly note of 

appreciation for all who attended and participated. It was truly an honor to have been 

serving in the East of two of the York Rite Bodies for this dedication. It made us all proud. 

Our Grand Lecturer has held many conventions and shared his knowledge and insights as 

it pertains to our ritual. Thank you RI Stu Card. 

As hefore- -mentioned~ -1- have--decrctecl tcr step- down as your -Grand Recor-cl er and-wiH-pass 
the torch to a very worthy and accomplished successor. Thank you for the opportunity to 

have served as your Grand Recorder for these last several years. 

Respectfully, 

Kenneth R. Howe Jr. (Riek) 
Grand Recorder 

Grand Council Cryptic Masons of the State of New York 



Grand Recorder's Financials for 2021-2022 

Balance as of July 31, 2021: 

rncome/Reven ue 

1$26,226.271 

Deposit #1: NY Per Capita from Councils of NY Jurisdiction: $18,241.00 
Deposit #2: Revenue received for Meals for the 198th Annual Assembly: $ 6,823.00 
Deposit #3: Revenue York Rite Bodies of Vermont for NE Conference: $ 2,000.00 
Deposit #4: Revenue received for Meals/Per Capita for 198th Annual Assbly:$ 5,696,00 
Deposit #5: Revenue York Rite Bodies of Vermont for NE Conference: $10,110.83 
.D..ep,o.si.t.J#.6.:...Blo.s.s.D.ew.ift..Clintori . .CO.Unc.il-.bJY. P.e.r: C.apita~. $. 1,,D-12.0..D-
Deposit #7: Revenue for Meals for the 199111 Annual Assembly: $ 4,498.00 
Deposit #8: Revenue for Meals for the 199th Annual Assembly: $ 3,884.00 
Deposit #9: Escrow Transfer to Operating Account: $ 2,315.30 

$54,580.13 

[OTAL REVENUE: $80,806.401 
Expenditures/Expenses 

Voucher #22-1625: Charles Roberts for Greece Ridge Storage & Expenses 
Voucher #22-1626: John A. Gallant Annual Assembly Printing Costs 
Voucher #22-1627: Grand Lodge State of NY DGM & DGM Meals Refunded 
Voucher #22-1628: Organization of Triangles, Inc. Journal Ad 
Voucher#22-1629: Rome Commandery No. 45, KT REGC Journal Ad 
.Voucher-#-22.-.1-6-30! .Miehael·.Weisber.g·.lt-.Wo1ak · 
Voucher #22-1631 : Jeffrey C. Kuhne 
Voucher #22-1632: Grand Chapter of the State of NY for IT Equipment 
Voucher #22-1633: RG Award Systems Ladies Name Badges 
Voucher #22-1634: Crown Plaza Albany-Desmond Hotel Rooms & Banquets 
V..o.uc.h.e.r:.#-2Z..'.1 . .6.3.5~ • .RG-Awar,ci._Sy.s.te.m .. L.a.dies._N.ame.B.adg~. 
Voucher #22-1636: Crown Plaza Albany-Desmond Hotel Rooms 
Voucher #22-1637: Crown Plaza Albany-Desmond Hotel NE Conference 
Voucher #22-1638: York Rite Bodies of Burlington Refund 
Voucher #22-1639: Kentropolis for Webhosting for 2022 
Voucher #22-1640: Kenneth J. Lockard Honorarium and Expenses 1st Quarter 
Voucher#22-1641: John A. Gallant 1st Quarter Expenses as MIGM 
Voucher #2-2-1642: Charles M.- Roberts / st Quarter Honorarium & ~xpenses 
-Vmrclrer-#22'~1·643:-·Kenneth··R. Howe-·1 s ·Quarter Honorarium& ·Exµ-em;e­
Voucher #22-1644: Kenneth J. Lockard 1st Quarter Office Expenses 
Voucher #22-1645: Rainbow Charities of NY, Inc. Journal Ad 
Voucher #22-1646: Charles M. Roberts 2nd Quarter Honorarium & Expenses 
Voucher #22-1647: Pecks Graphic, LLC Name Badges & Plates Grand Officers 
Voucher #22-1648: John A. Gallant 2nd Quarter Expenses as MIGM 
Voucher #22-1649: Kenneth R. Howe 2nd Quarter Honorar.ium & Exj:>e1ises 
Voucher #22-1650: Kenneth J . Lockard 2m1·Quarter Honorarium & Expenses 
Voucher #22-1651: Grand Council Charity Corporation Memorial 
Voucher #22-1652: Valley of Rochester, NY AASR Journal Ad 
Voucher #22-1653: General Grand Council International 2020-21 Per Capita 
Voucher #22-1654: Fraternal Union of Anointed High Priests Journal Ad 
Voucher #22-1655: Masonic Brotherhood Fund GM Ball Journal Ad 
Y..OJ.I.CCb~.r.#?2,-j._6,S.6;. CJ'..O.WJl..P.l.&.a.Alb.aoy.-.D~.s.mon.d-J'lo1eJ..D~p9_sj_t.fD.r:.A$.s~mb.ly 
Voucher #22-1657: Ted's Gift and Jewelry for PMIGM Jewel Name Plate 
Voucher #22-1658: CNA Surety for Annual Bond 
Voucher #22-1659: Macoy Publishing Grand Stewards Jewels 
Voucher #22-1660: Richard Kerimoglu Gr. Line Officer's Expenses 
Voucher #22-1661: Kenneth R. Howe 3rd Quarter Honorarium & Expenses 

V<:>1:!~h~r t!~~-1~~~; K~nn~!h ~= b<:>~~~~~ rd 91:!~r!~r H<:>nc.>r~r!~m ~ §:~P.~n;.~;. 
.Voc.-clre1· ·#22·-t66·3~ Jehn--.4. ·Gallant a' -Qcra1ter Exp-ense-s-·as--MIGM· 
Voucher #22-1664: Charles M. Roberts 3rd Quarter Honorarium & Expenses 
Voucher #22-1665: Key Bank Yearly Safety Deposit Box 
Voucher #22-1666: Peck's Graphics LLC Grand Steward Pocket Badge 
Voucher #22-1667: Lapel Pins & More, Inc. for Dinner Collars 
Voucher #22-1668: Daniel D. Elliott Gr. Line Officer's Expenses 

$ 923.88 
$ 81.31 
$ 409.00 
$ 40.00 
$ 60.00 
$· 250.00 
$ 250.00 
$ 1000.00 
$ 127.84 
$11,450.82 
.$ 6,1...82 
$ 2,575.38 
$11,562.83 
$ 548.00 (\ ' 
$ 120.00 
$ 267.42 
$ 2,650.84 
$. 47~;~9 
·$ 374-,.5-e 
$ 69.48 
$ 75.00 
$ 318.55 
$ 104.55 
$ 438.77 
$ 373.00 
$ 150.00 
$ 50.00 
$ 100.00 
$ 2,612.50 
$ 75.00 
$ 150.00 
.$ .2,5.0.0~0.0 
$ 300.00 
$ 126.00 
$ 186.95 
$ 685.00 
$ 363.58 
$ 1~9:99 
-$ .?;000:24· 
$ 604.24 
$ 60.75 
$ 41.02 
$ 366.50 
$ 600.00 

I Jt;LJ) 



Grand Recorder's Financials for 2021 -2022 

Expenditures/Expenses Continued 
Voucliet #22-1669': Stephen A. Rubin•stein Gr. Line Officer's expenses 
Voucher #22-1670: Kenneth J. Lockard 4th

• Quarter Honorarium & Expenses: 
Voucher #22-1671 : Kenneth R. Howe, Jr. 4th Quarter Honorarium & Expenses: 
Voucher #22-1672: Charles M. Roberts 4111 Quarter Honorarium & Expenses: 
Voucher #22-1673: Keith A. Becker Gr. Line Officer's Expenses: 
Voucher #22-1674: York Rite Bodies of Vermont (NE Conference Refund): 
Voucher #22-1675: Grand Council Escrow Accounts: 
Voucher #22-1676: Los Angeles Fraternal Supply. Co. Inc. PMIGM Apron: 
Voucher #22-1677: Charles M. Roberts for Macoy Publishing for Apron Case: 
Voucher #22-1678: John A. Gallant for 4th Quarter MIGM Expenses: 
Voucher #22-1679: Stuart W. Card for Grand Lecturer's Yearly Expenses: 
Voucher #22-Bank 001: Purchase of Business Checks via through the Bank: 

$ 600·.oo 
$ 349.06 
$ 353.00 
$ 193.37 
$ 300.00 
$ 548.00 
$ 700.00 
$ 833.95 
$ 123.95 
$1,185.49 
$1,000,00 
$ 167.51 
$51,560.30 

ITOT-AL ·EXPENDl-llJRES·-FOR 2021·-22: $5'1 ,-§60;3] 

Balance as of July 31, 2021: $26,226.27 
Total Income: $54,580.13 
Total Expenditures: ~~..i •tJ5oO.Jo 
Checking Operating Ending Balance: $29,246.10 

!BALANCE AS OF JULY 31, 2022: $29,246.101 

Escrow Accounts for 2021-2022 
July 31, 2021 Balance: 
Income 
Deposit #1 - Ritual Books Sold: 
De.Posit #2·- G-M P'in Sa res: 
Deposit #3- Ritual Books Sold: 
Deposit #4- Ritual Books Sold: 
Deposit #5- Ritual Books Sold: 
Deposit #6- Ritual Books Sold: 
Deposit #7- Ritual Books Sold: 
-Dejyosit-#8·- -Ritu al·-Bocrks-·Sold~ 
Deposit #9- Ri.tual Books Sold: 
Deposit #10-Transfers to Escrow Funds: 
Deposit #11- Escrow Transfer & Bank Interest: 

Expenditures 

$784.00 
$ 45.00 
$150.00 
$120.00 
$200.00 
$240.00 
$ 60.00 
·$ -90;00 
$100.00 
$700.00 
$501.59 
$2,990.59 

Withdrawal #0001: Purchase of New Ritual Books: 
Withdrawal #0002: Mailing of Ritual Books: 
Withdrawal #0003: Replacement Jewels for Gr. Stew~rd: 
Withdrawal #0004: Mailing of Ritual Books: 
Withdrawal #0005: Gr. Steward Pocket Badge: 
Withdrawal#OOO&: ·Grand ·Coune+I.Oinner·Collars -(·1'0~~ 
Withdrawal #0007: Transfer S-6 to S-2: 

July 31, 2022 Balance: 

Re·spectfully Submitted, 
M :. I:. Charles M. Roberts, Asst. to the Grand Recorder 

$16,006.68 

$1,607.40 
$ 16.00(1/qf4/1•1// 
$ 186.95 
$ 113.43 
$ 41.02 
$· 36fr .. §0 
$ 500.00 
$2,815.30 

$16,181.97 



Prooosed 2022-23 Grand Council Budget 

Balance July 31, 2022 $29,246.10 
Budget 2022-23 

INCOME Comments 
R-1 Member NY Per Capita (1,064) $20.50 per member $21,812.00 
R-2 Member GC Per Capita (1,064) $ 2.50 per member $2,660.00 
R-3 New Members-Greetings (50) $10.00 per member $ 500.00 
R-4 Permanent Fund Income $ 5,000.00 . 
R-5 Bank Interest $ -
R-6 Late Annual Return Fee $ -
R-7 Meal Income from Host Council for A-1 $ 12,000.00 
R-8 Escrow Funds $ 1,000.00 
R-9 Miscellaneous m 500.00 

Totals $43,472.00 

Disbursements 
A-1 Annual Assembly (Hotel/Meals/Etc.) $ 14,000.00 
A-2 Annual Proceedings $ 1,000.00 

B-1 Grang M~§t~r'§ Exp~n$f.;l $ q,1:lQQ.QQ 
s~2 Grand Master's Apron $ 1,500.00 
B-3 Grand Master's Jewel $ 1,000.00 

•-- ---- ·----------- -- --- - -

C-1 Grand Recorder's Honorarium GR=1,300/yr; AGR=700/yr $ 2,000.00 
C-2 Grand Treasurer's Honorarium GT=800/yr $ 800.00 

D~l Office-Expense GR 500 =-2000; GT 100 =- 400 $ 2;400:00 
D-2 Grand Council Storage $ 800.00 
D-3 Supplies $ 400.00 
D-4 Postage $ 300.00 
D-5 Printing $ 1,000.00 
D-6 Telephone. ·• .$. - ·-. __ t0..O.0D. 
D-7 Insurance & Bonding 

-- -------------~~--- ---~ --··--------- ·-- -$ 11ITTro 
D-8 Taxes $ -

E-1 Grand Lecturer's Expense $ 1,200.00 
E-2 Grand Line Officers' Expenses $ 4,800.00 

P--1 Gen: Grand Council Per Capita (1 year) $ 2;750:00 
F-2 Youth Committee Yearly Program Support $ 500.00 

G-1 General Grand Triennial Fund $ 200.00 
G-2 Ritual/Constitution NY Escrow Fund $ 100.00 
G-3 Regalia - New York Fund $ 200.00 
G-4 Equipment Repair & Purchase Fund $ 100.00 
G-5 History Fund $ 200.00 
G-6 Grand Master's Fund $ 100.00 

H-1 Miscellaneous m 2,000.00 
Totals $ 43,225.00 

Balance as July 31, 2023 $29,493.10 

Respectfully Submitted, 
R :. I:. Stephen A. Rubinstein, DGM 
R :. I:. Donald Kunego. PCW 
R :.1.,. Kenneth R. Howe, Jr., Grand Recorder 
R :. I:. Kenneth Lockard, Grand Treasurer 
M :. I:. Charles M. Roberts, Asst Grand Recorder 

Copy of 2022-23 Proposed Budqe,, 



TRUSTEES REPORT ON THE PERMANENT FUNDS 
OF TFIF. GRAND COUNCIL FOR THE CllRRF.NT CRYPTIC YEAR 2021·2022 

M·ost lllustdous Gnrncl Master, Grand Line Officers, Past Grand Masters and Companions All: 

The Trusices of the Grand Council submit the following wt'itten Annual Report on the fumls lrnld in 
trust for the Grand Coui1cil Cryptic Masons of the Sta1·c New Vork for the 2021-2022 Cry1ltic Yenr. 

PERMANENT FUNDS 
PERMANENT FUND BALANCE 011 June 30, 2021: 

INCOME/REVENUE 
Amerirnn High-lncome Trnst Class A Fund~ 

July - Srpte1111.Je1· 202 1 - l " Quarter 
October - D<·cembri- 2021 .!.. 2nd Quarter 
Jnnuary - March 2022 - 3rd Quartf•r 
April - Jum· 2022 - 41

" Q uarter 

Gnins & 
Dividertds 
$520.76 
$566.64 
$566.93 
$597,61 

+$2,251.94 

Shal'es 
4,890.331 ($10.5:-) 
4,944.397 ($ 10,52) 
5,000.302 ($10.04) 
5,063,67 1 ($ 9.00) 

1$160,029.481, 

I•und V11l11e 
$51,592.99 
$52,015.06 
$50,203.03 
$45,573.04 

,lune JO, 2022 fi'und Vulue: $45,573.04 

Potoam Investments High \'irhJ Trust A 
July - September 2021 - J't Quartet· 
Oclol.Jlil· •- December 202 1 -- 2"'1 Quartrr 
Jantt,U-) •-· March 2022 - 3'~ Quarter 
April - Jum· 2022 - 4th Q1111rlt'r 

Gains & 
Dividends 
$1,147.07 
$J, l 59,7J 
$1,172.2 1 
$ 1,185.51 

+$4,664.52 

Sh11res 
J 8,343.406 ($6.000) 
18,531).089 ($5.950) 
18,744.693 ($5.600) 
I 8,970.067 ($5.000) 

Fund Val11e 
$ 110.060.44 
$110,307.58 
$104,970.28 
$ 94,850.34 

Junt' 301 2022 Fund Value: $94,850.34 

TOTAL PERMANENT I•llND BALANCJ,; on ,lune 301 2022: l$14o,42J.Jsl 

A clt•crease in the Value of the ·Pcrmanen1 Funds from ,June 30, 2021 to June 30, 2022: · 'J hll( 111 
Thnt i.'i a 12.252% decrense in value. 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Thrrc w,~re No Withdrnwals from the Permanent Funds th is Crypt ic Year. 

Pecl<sld ll Council No. 55 .Rel'Ords and Property still have not hccn received in the Grnnd Rerordcr's 
Office from the former Recor,ler aft('I' many attem11ts to get them by th(• Grand Officers. 

\Ve ngain remind t11e Grand Recorder, Current Grand Council Officers and Past Most lllm,trious 
Grnnd 1\-1:lstcrs of the imporhrncc of the propert.y hel<I in their trust JJewC'ls, Collars, Aprons/01s<'s, 
nudges and etc. I, Yon arc held rrsponsihlc for their safck<'cping and eventual return fo the Grand 
Council of NY and if lost you will replace them pcrsoth\lly. O" behalf of the Grand Council Trustees, 
the Grand Recorder's Office holds in trust in ,l safety deposit hox ~t Kc~y Hauk, 3636 Oewey Awrwc, 
Gret-cc, NY three Past Most Illustrious G rand Masters Jewels. 

Respectfully Sul>rnittc<l, 
M :. I : . Garry Tt llutchurson (2019-2022) Chairman 
M:. I:. Richard C. Fowler (2020-2023) 
M : . I : . David II. Raymund (2021-2024) 



@raub «:ountfl of 4£:cyptft ;ffiasous 
si,tate of ~etu ~ork 

Most Illustrious John A. Gallant 
Grand Master 

2180 Plank Road 
Lima, NY 14485-9407 

GrandMaster@NYCryptic.org 

The Grand Master's Allocution for the Cryptic year 2021 - 2022. 

Most Worshipful Grand Master Richard J. Kessler, Right Worshipful Deputy 
Grand Master Steven Rubin, Right Illustrious Deputy Grand Master Stephen 
Rubinstein; Past Most Illustrious Grand Masters, Right Illustrious, Illustrious, and 
Companions all; Good Morning. 

I first wish to thank the Companions of this Grand Council for electing me to the 
Office of your Most Illustrious Grand Master. Your confidence, support and 
encouragement in the past twelve months have been greatly appreciated. My 
Lady Deborah and I have traveled the region representing you and have 
thoroughly enjoyed being New York's Grand Council representatives. 

Before I start I would like to take a moment to remember two very important 
friends we have lost this year. Our beloved First Lady of Masonry Joanne 
Kessler and Past Most Illustrious Grand Master E. William Whittaker. Both of 
these friends were a mainstay to all of us. Lady Kessler was an exceptional 
Lady and like we lovingly said "One who must be obeyed". Companion E. 
William was a pillar of this Grand Council, a fountain of Masonic knowledge and 
one of those responsible for my being here before you this day. Both were 
taken from us too soon. 
In their memory, I recite this line of the Jewish poem: 'We remember them'. 
11 For as long as we live, they too will live, for they are now a part of us, as we 
remember them." 

Some of my early acts as Grand Master were the following appointments to 
Grand Council Officers for three of our Companions, Right Illustrious Ernest 
Parker as our Grand Standard Bearer, Right Illustrious Keith Becker as our 
Grand Steward and Right Illustrious Garry Krom as our Grand Historian. These 
Companions have been outstanding additions to our Grand Council. I know 
they will continue as such and I wish them success in the upcoming election. 



I had a lite year when it came to Dispensations. Most were for new or 
temporary locations, meeting day changes or needs for an additional meeting 
and one to ballot on a Petitioner for the conferral of our Degrees. 

Our Grand Representatives program is still a work in progress. This year we 
had the loss of six representatives through death and retirements. As I write this 
letter, we have three nominations that are actively being considered by our 
Sister Jurisdictions. I have also offered our assistance to three Jurisdictions to 
help them with their Grand Representatives program. In my opinion this is still a 
viable program and we should continue to encourage our Councils to nominate 
good Companions. However, it may be prudent to condense it's scope to our 
Regional neighbors as we go forward. 

I have had the pleasure to participate in a number of events within our Grand 
Jurisdiction. We hosted an incredible Tri-State degree festival his year. The 
three Cryptic degrees were conferred on numerous new companions. To my 
delight I ran out of the Grand Master Pins I brought. The Companions of King 
Solomon's Council #31 continue to outdo themselves every festival. I visited 
many Councils, performed Installation of Officers, enjoyed Table Councils, and 
attended Degree festivals both Cryptic and Capitular. Just last month, I had the 
honor to preside over the Cryptic Dedication of my own mother Council with my 
fellow Grand Council Officers. 

This year as your Grand Master, I attended the Grand Sessions of our four New 
York Concordant bodies. It was fantastic to join our Brothers as fellowship 
gatherings were being restarted. Being declared one of the the York Rite 
Amigos is a Title I will forever hold dear. Beginning it all was the Grand 
Commandery Conclave in Elmira, followed quickly by my first Scottish Rite's 
Council of Deliberation. In October, Grand Lodge reconvened the 239th Annual 
Communication. This lively event was held on the Masonic Care Campus in 
Utica. Both the venue and the spirited discussions were very interesting. In the 
Spring, Grand Chapter had it's Annual Convocation also in Utica. Lastly at the 
240th Annual Communication Grand Lodge in New York City, I had the honor to 
speak on behalf of our Concordant Bodies. 
I was warmly welcomed at the dinner reception of the Order of Eastern Star, the 
Annual Session of the Grand Court of the Order of Amaranth, and at the 
reception of G. Michael Morris the newly minted Deputy for New York Scottish 
Rite. With my Grand Council Officers I attended St. John's Day, where we 
participated in the Parade and I attended the presentations to the Grand Lodge 
District Officers. I was a guest at the Grand Assemblies of the Triangle Girls, 
and Rainbow Girls. I had the distinct privilege to participate in two Order of 
Deborah ceremonies and the Order of York Tribune ceremony. 



Perhaps my most unexpected delight was my travels to our Sister Jurisdictions. 
Being with my traveling Companions from our neighboring Jurisdictions is 
always a special time. Visiting with my lovely wife and our occasional furry 
babies has certainly been a source of discussion. Representing New York, I 
visited Ontario Canada to the North, Pennsylvania to the South, Maine to the 
East, Ohio to the West and New Hampshire, Connecticut and Vermont along the 
way. Every visit was unique and I want to thank the Grand Masters who could 
be with me this weekend. 

As your outgoing Grand Master, there is a very important duty that I will not 
shirk! I have ... "Recommendations". 

The utilization of Zoom sessions as a result of the COVID pandemic has had 
some interesting side effects. The use of Zoom for our regular monthly 
meetings of the Grand Council Officers and District Deputies, continues to be 
beneficial and having the other York Rite leaders join us is an added bonus. 
This nascent practice of Online Casting of our Grand Assembly is a very 
intriguing concept. I think we should continue this practice for the next few 
years and see if the "viewership increases". We may not achieve the ratings of 
the Super Bowl but I hope there are Companions out there who will find it useful. 

There continue to be challenges in our Constituent Councils with membership 
and attendance. To our District Deputies and Grand Line Officers, I highly 
recommend to you to do your best to keep "On Top Of' these membership 
issues. Work with the Councils to find techniques to restore attendance and 
increase membership. 

To our Councils, don't hesitate to attempt something new or return to a tried and 
true method. The important thing is to "try". To the Illustrious Masters and 
Recorders, please continue the practice of meeting announcements and Council 
minutes going out to your members. This practice of outreach works! 

To my Companions, continue your Mentoring efforts in the Symbolic Lodges. 
We know there are many Men who, under the guidance of the Grand Lodge 
programs, are starting their Masonic Journeys. When they express interest in 
more Masonic light, be there to guide them on their next steps. 

To my dear friends in my Grand Masters Committee, you have my deepest 
gratitude. I know the success of my Reception and the social components of 
this Annual Assembly, could not have come about without your help and 
guidance. 



I must thank my lovely wife Deborah who has been with me though all of this. 
For without her support and encouragement I would not be here today. Mere 
words of thanks cannot express my deep appreciation and love. She has been 
my cornerstone and truly my support. I am glad that I have been able to share 
this journey with her. 

To Right Illustrious Steven Rubinstein with his approaching term and the 
upcoming Grand Line, I pledge my utmost support in all our endeavors. I will 
continue to do all that I can for this Grand Council. 

In closing, I sincerely hope that I have left our Grand Council in better shape 
with my Leadership. I am certain that it will continue to grow and prosper under 
the leadership of our incoming Grand Master and Grand Line. 

God Bless our Fraternity, it's Leaders and God Bless the United Stated of 
America! 

Thank you. 

Zealously, 

Most Ill. John A. Gallant 
Grand Master 
Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of New York 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2021-2022 Dispensations: 

Flatbush Council #80, special meeting, vote on a candidate, Saturday, Oct. 9, 2021 
Joseph Warren Council #37, new meeting location, Nov. 2021 to June 2022 
Joseph Warren Council #37, move November meeting to Wednesday, Nov. 17, 2021 
Cayuga Council #90, new meeting night, Second Tuesday, Mar. 2022 to June 2022 
Flatbush Council #80, replacement annual meeting, Tuesday, June 28, 2022 
North Shore Council #88, replacement annual meeting, Monday, July 25, 2022 



Grand Council Cryptic Masons of the State of New York 
Charity Fund Corporation 

GENERALANNUALMEETTNG 
Saturday, August 20, 2022-11:00 AM 

Convening of the Annual Meeting 

Invocation 

President Charles M. Roberts 

Minutes of the Annual Hybrid Zoom Meeting of August 21, 2021 

Board of Directors Highli_ghts for 2021-2022 

Financials of the Corporation for 2021-2022 

Financial Review/Audit Report for 2021-2022 

Charitable Distribution for 2021-2022 year 

Election to the Board of Directors for 3 Years 

Secretary Richard J. Kessler 

President Charles M. Roberts 

President Charles M. Roberts 

President Charles M. Roberts 

M :. I:. Donald Harrison, Chairman 

Report of the Nominating Committee 
M :. I:. Charles M. Roberts replacement for M :. I:. Charles M. Roberts, term expired 
M :. I:. Phillip J. Chandler replacement for M :. I:. E. William Whittaker, term expired 

Charity Fund Awards Presentations 

Approval of Minutes of this Annual Meeting 

Benediction 

Directors of the Corporation 

Secretary Richard J. Kessler 

Adjournment President Charles M. Roberts 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
M.: I.: & Rev. Charles M. Roberts, President (2019-2022) 
R.: I.: R. Conrad Johnson, 1st Vice President (2020-2023) 
R. :/.: Ra:lphH~ Rosen-tha-f, Z"d -Vice-Presitlertt-(2020-20-23)-

M.:I.: E. William Whittaker, Treasurer (2019-2022), Deceased 
/.: Richard J. Kessler, Secretary (2021-2024) 

R.: /.: Stuart W. Card, Assistant Secretary (2021-2024) 



Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of New York 
Charity Fund Corporation 

General Meeting 
Albany,NY 

Minutes August 21, 2021 

-Open: -P-residimt:·Roberts ca·t1ed'tlie meeting to order at11:0'(YAM 

Invocation: 

Attendees: 

Excused 

M :. I:. & Reverend Charles Roberts 

M :. I:. Roberts; President, R :. I:. Richard Kessler; Secretary, M :. I:. E. William Whittaker; Treasurer, 
R:. I:. Stuart Eard, Asst. Secretary, and R :. I:. Ra\ph Rosenthai; 1s.t Vice President. 

R :. I:. Conrad Johnson 

Minutes of the previous meetings were approved by the Executive Board. President Roberts ask that the body approve 
the actions of the Executive Board. They were approved by acclamation. 

E>penin_g_ Remarks: 
President Roberts opened the annual meeting of the Charity Corporation @ 11:00 AM 

• The Directors of the Charity Corporation held all required meetings as required by our bylaws 
• There is a need for 100% participation of all the councils in the state 
• The pandemic caused a strain on communications throughout the years, but the Grand Council Cryptic 

Charity Corporation {GCCC) was able to perform all its requirements accordin~ to IRS standards 
•· T-~·~t'! ot~-zot1rtr·me-t!l'.i~·wa'Slnstrumentat'hYa1towi mrcontlnuity-of-services' 
• The GCCC established new need Solomon Arch pins for those contributing more than $1000 
• Donations need to increase so that our total income consists of at least 33% from donations 
• The new statewide program to enhance our visibility is still needed 
• Board of Directors continue reviewing our portfolio to ensure the best and safest return on our money 
• The Charity Corporation operatin_g_ expenses were under bud_g_et for the year 
• Expenses are constantly reviewed and proposed budget will reflect less operating expenses for the 

upcoming year. 
• The goal of the Board is to ensure that the highest percentage of income is directed to the chosen 

charities 
• The Charity Corporation continues to focus on Parkinson Disease but is open to contribute to any 501 c~ 

_ap,pr:pvec:1.chadty. 
• Donations continue to be down with twelve councils having zero participation 
• President Roberts challenged all Councils to participate 
• Donations to our youth will continue to be a priority 
• It is the responsibility of DDGM as well as the Grand Line to be proponents of the Charity Corporation a1 

all funttiens. --· .. - .. - -· - . ·-

• ifie 'Cfiarfty 'Corporatfon continues to operate under tne guid'effne as set oy tne 'IRS 
Motion to approve the President's Report was made, seconded and approved. 

Treasurer's Report: The Treasurer presented the following reports 
• Council Giving in Dollars 
• Sponsor, Patron, & Grand Master Levels Report 
• Council.$-5-.per. .Memb.e-r .R.e.por.t. 



• Annual Financial Investment Report 

• Current status of checking Account 

• Dividend and interest income $22968 
• O_p..e.ril!i.o.g . .fil<P@_se..$.UU 
• Donations totaled $6256.50 
• Solomon Arch pledges $7000 

Motion to approve the Treasurer's Report including the budget was made, seconded and approved. 

/\udit-·freporr: 
The Audit Committee consisting of R :. l :. Steven Howard; chairman, V :. I:. Kim Dellow, and Companion Michae 
Miller determined that all our records are in good order and found all reports, records and supporting 
documentation in good order. 
Motion to accept the audit report was made and approved by acclamation. 
President Roberts thanked the committee for their diligei1te and hard work. 
Copy of the report is attached to the minutes. 

Donations: The directors recommended the following donations: 

• Parkinson Disease $ 8,000 
• Order DeMolay $ 1,200 
• .ln:tetnati.ottal. Drad.e+ . .of TdaAgl.es-- .$1,2-0.0-
• Order of Rainbow $ 1,200 
• Children's Tumor Foundation $5,600 
• CMMRF $ 1,200 

Total $18,400 

The·nocfy unanimousfy approved'tfle recommended--gfving·levels. 

Election of Directors: 

/ 

• M :. I:. Donald Harrison, chairman of the nominating committee, nominated R :. I:. Richard J. Kessler and 

R:. 1.-. Stuart Card to succeed themselves as directors of the Charity Corporation for the ensuing three yean 

• Th.ern--.~-re-.n.o-.furlb.e.-r ,o~-.an~La.tr.H.:ttio11.to.ck;l..se.,no.r.nl!.lati{;.ln&WJaS·,~a.and,.ap_µ.r.overl.,. 
• The President directed the Treasurer to cast one ballot for the unanimous election of Companions Kessler 

and Card. 
• The elections were closed. 

Awards Cer~m<llly: 
-Charity ~ward' certificates and'Solomon Award' presentations were made by the directors. 

All business being conducted, President Roberts closed the general meeting. 

Benediction: Rev. Charles Roberts 

Adjourned: 11:45 AM 

Respectfully submitted, 
R:. I:. Richard J. Kessler 
Secretary 



INCOME 
Deposit Date 

8/6/2021 
8/25/2021 
9/1/2021 
9/7/2021 

9120/2021-
10/19/2021 
10/25/2021 
10/28/2021 
11/15/2021 
11/29/2021 
12/13/2021 
12/20/2021 
12/31/2021 

1/14/2022 
4/19/2022 
4/20/2022 
6/.21./2022 
6/27/2022 
7/21/2022 
7/28/2022 

TOTALS· 

EXPENDITURES 
11/30/2021 

1/3/2022 
6/22/2022 
6/22/2022 
7/11/2022 

TOTALS 

Grand Council Charity Corporation 
Year's Deposits and Expenditures 2021-2022 

TSAS/Other 
$300.00 

$100.00 
$,1,000.00 

$300.00 
$100.00 

$200.00 
$1,350.00 

$100.00 
$200.00 
$100.00 

$1,700.00 

$800,00 

$300.00 

$6-,-550-.00· 

$100.00 
$1,170.00 

$126.00 
$250.00 

$2,470.00 

$4,116.00 

Council No./Other 

Other (Vesper Service) Donation 
#14 

.Others-Donation 
Other-Donations 

#17 & Other 
Other-Donation 
Other-Donations 
#l4.and-#9-1 
Other-Donation 

Other-Donation/Pins etc. 
Other-Donation/Pins 
#30; #31-; .Other-Donations-
#12 and #50 
#17; #19; Other-Donations/Pins/Etc. 
#19; Other-Donations/Pins 

Department of Law 
Mengel Metzger Barr co, 
CNA Surety Bond Ins. 
Battle Within Foundation 
Lapel Pins & More(TSAS Jewels) 

AMOUNT 

$553.00 
$150.00 

$50-.00 
$240.00 

$637.00 
$25.00 

$250.00 
.$200.00-

$50.00 

$1,434.00 
$381.00 
$550.00 
$213.00 

$1,191.00 
$2,400.00 

$8,3-24.-00 



Grand Council Charity Corporation Financials 
2021-2022 

tlJNOS 
Global High Income 
Janus Henderson Balance Fund 
Loomis Sayles Bond Fund 
Pimco Income 
Schwab S&P 500 index Fund 
Virtus Seix High Income 
Sweep 

TOTAL 

-OPEAATING--EXPENSES-
E. William Whittaker 
NYS Department of Law 
Mengel Metzger Barr & Co. 
United States Treasury 
CNA Surety Bond Insurance 
Miscellaneous (Donation & Jewels) 

TOTAL 

TOTAL DIVIDENDS 
TOTAL EXPENSES 

Amount To Disperse 
Designated Gifts 
Parkinsons Disease 
Childrenis Tumor Foundation 
Cryptic Masonic Medical Research 
NY DeMolay 
NY International Order of Rainbow 
NY Organization of Triangles 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
Regular 
The Solomon Arch Society 
TOT AL TO INVEST 

DIVIDENDS 
$5,661.93 
$2,041.48 
$1,092.58 
$4,689.09 
$1_,011.03 
$4,811.48 
$2.31 

$19,309.90 

$0.00 
$100.00 
$1,170.00 
$0.00 
$126.00 
$2,720.00 

$4,116.00 

$20,454.26 
$4,116.00 

$16,338.26 
$0.00 

$6,749.00 
$6,550.00 
$13,299.00 

Oivld-ena·s & Capital Gafos 
$5,661.93 
$11,968.57 
$1,092.58 
$4,689.09 
$1,.091.10 
$4,811.48 
$2.31 

$29,317.06 



Council Name & No. # Members 

Columbia~ No. 1 122 
Union No~·2 21 
Adelphic No. 7 60 
Rotica No~ 12 35 
Central City No. 13 47 
Bloss Dev,Jitt Clinton No.14 47 
Buffalo K~ystone No.17 58 
King Hiram No. 18 14 
Doric No •. ·19 32 
Dunkirk No. 25 30 
Ahwaga N,o. 30 31 
King Sol~mon No. 31 33 
HomellSVjlle No. 35 19 
Adoniram· No. 36 26 
Joseph Warren Cryptic Nq.37 24 
Fulton N~'. 50 27 
St, Gerog~•s No. 74 71 
SkoiYase:No. 75 16 
Suffolk Ng. 76 62 
Flatbush No. 80 48 
Oneonta l\lo. 87 46 
North Sh~re No. 88 38 
Cayuga N'O. 90 16 
Hamburg .No. 91 34 
NunDaWaGa No. 92 29 
Goshen "'-'o. 93 41 
King Davi~ No. 97 26 

Grand Council Charity Fund 
2021-2022 Giving Per Council 

$5 per Member Total Gift Actual $ Per M~inber 

$610.00. $0.00 $0.00 
$105.00. $0.00 $0.00 
$300.00. $0.00 $0.00 
$175.00 $113.00 $3.23 
$235.00 $0.00 $0.00 
$235.00 $100.00 $2.13 
$290.00 $600.00 $10.34 
$70.00 $100.00 $7.14 
$160.00 $2,220.00 . $68.75 
$150.00'. $0.00 $0.00 
$155.00 . $150.00 $4.84 
$165.00 $330.00 $10.00 
$95.00 $0.00 $0.00 
$130.00 . $0.00 $0.00 
$120.00 $0.00 $0.00 
$135.00. $100.00 $3.70 
$355.00. $0.00 $0.00 
$80.00 $0.00 $0.00 
$310.00 . $150.00 $2.42 
$240.00 $0.00 $0.00 
$230.00. $0.00 $0.00 
$190.00. $0.00 $0.00 
$80.00 $0.00 $0.00 
$170.00' . $100.00 $2.94 
$145.00 $0.00 $0.00 
$205.00i. $0.00 $0.00 
$130.00 $100.00 $3.85 

s:_:::.::, 

Gift Lev~I S-P-GM Level Council Total 

$0.00. $0.00 $0.00 

$0.00. $0.00 $0.00 

$0.00. $0.00 $0.00 
$113.oo; $0.00 $113.001 

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

$0.00. $100.00 $100.00:. 

$0.00 $600.00 $600.001. 

$0.00. $100.00 $100.00· 
$120.00; $2,100.00 $2,220.00. 

$0.00. $0.00 $0.00 
$150.00; $0.00 $150.00;. 
$330.00; $0.00 $330.00,. 

$0.00. $0.00 $0.00 

$0.00. $0.00 $0.00 

$0.00. $0.00 $0.00 
$100.00: $0.00 $100.00i 

$0.00. $0.00 $0.00 
$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

$0.00. $150.00 $150.001 

$0.00. $0.00 $0.00 

$0.00. $0.00 $0.00 
$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

$0.00. $0.00 $0.00 

$0.00. $100.00 . $100.00; 

$0.00. $0.00 $0.00 

$0.00. $0.00 $0.00 
$0.00 $100.00 $100.00!. 



Council & No. 
Columbian No. 1 
Union No. 2 
Adelphic No. 7 

. Rotrca::No~ 1:1 - . - ... --~ ·-

Central City No. 13 
Bloss DeWitt Clinton No. 14 
Buffalo Keystone No. 17 
King Hiram No. 18 

. D.oric-.No.- t9-
Dunkirk No. 25 
Ahwaga No. 30 
King Solomon No. 31 
Hornellsville No. 35 
Adoniram No. 36 

Life Sponsors By Council 

1966 - 2022 

1966-2021 2021-2022 
47 0 
64 0 
35 0 

TOTAL 
47 
64 
35 

···-- ----~ -21-0- ... - ·-·2-·· . - ~- -··· -- - 2·52 
.. 

70 0 70 
111 1 112 
95 1 96 
79 1 80 

.305- .3- .l0.8-
22 0 22 
87 0 87 
74 0 74 
69 0 69 
94 0 94 

Jospeh Warren Cryptic No. 37 21 0 21 
Fulton No. 50 26 0 26 
St. George's No. 7 4 91 0 91 
SkoiYase No. 75 91 0 91 
Suffolk No. 76 85 1 86 
Flatbush No. 80 33 0 33 
Oneonta No. 87 127 0 127 
North Shore No. 88 49 0 49 
Cayuga No. 90 42 0 42 
Hamburg No. 91 44 1 45 
NunDaWaga No. 92 83 0 83 
Goshen No. 93 19 0 19 
King David No. 97 30 2 32 
Other 99 9 108 

TOTALS 2242 21 2263 

··-· -



Grand Council Charity Corp. Donations Over The Years 

,' -y; .· ear ·oonaffons The Sofomon Arc·h Soc'fefy 

2012 $9,764.00 pre-TSAS 

.· .201..3. .· .$.o/. ,:7.31. .. M .$6.,400 .. 00 ,, 

2014 $6,455.00 $7,600.00 

2015 $8,381.00 $8;750,00 

2016 $5,814.00 $3,500.00 

2017 $7,122.00 $3,500.00 

2018 $7,796.00 $6,600.00 

2019 $2,693.00 $4,050.00 

2020 $6,329.00 $8,000.00 

2021 $6,256.50 $7,000.00 

2022 $6-, 749·.-00· $6·, 550·.-00-



2022-2023 PROPOSED BUDGET 
FOR THE 

GRAND COUNCIL CHARITY CORPORA TTON 
August 20, 2'022 

BALANCE AS OF JULY 31, 2022: 

INCOME/REVENUE {2022-2023) 
1.) Donations from the Offering ofVesperService: 
2.) Contributions from Individuals and Councils: 
3.) Contributions to Solomon Arch Society: 
3.) Investment Dividends/Interest/Gains: 
4.) Miscellaneous: 

TOTAL INCOME: 

$' 200.00 
$ 7,000.00 
$ 5,000.00 
$18,000.00 
$ 500;00 
$30,700.00 

$15,400.76 

TOTAL REVENUE FUNDS: $46,100.76 

EXPENSES/EXPENDITURES {2022-2023) 
T.) Office Expenses: 
2.) Legal-NYS Filing Fees 
3.) 990 Tax Preparation 
4.) Postage 
5.) Bond Insurance 
6.) Printfog 
7.) Grants to Charities: 
8.) Miscellaneous: 
9.) Transfer to Investments 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES: 
-·-· ·- - - ·-·-•- --· . . ··-- - . 

$ 500.00 
$ 100.00 
$ 1,200.00 
$ 100.00 
$ 130.00 
$- 350.00 
$16,200.00 
$ 100.00 
$18,000.00 
$36,680.00 

YEAR END FUNDS AVAILABLE: $9,420.76 

BALANCE AS OF JULY 31, 2023: $9,420.761 

Suggested Charity Grants Breakdown: 
$8,000(Parkinson); $4,000(CTF); $3,000 (NY Youth Groups); $1,200(CJl1MRF) 



King Solomons Counci I No. 31 
Saugerties, New York 12477 

R. ·. I.·. David R. Barkstedt Recorder 

235 W Saugerties Rd. 

Saugertie~ NY 12471 

March 11, 2022 

R. •. I.·. Garry W Krom, !M 

21 Marlborough Ct 

Albany, NY 12209 

!J.iny y.,c°'rn@yt1l1no.co111 

To: The Grand Secretary, Grand Line Officers, Past Grand 
Council Officers, Illustrious Masters, Council Recorders and 
Commandery Recorders 

**RE: Intent to apply for NY' Grand Council Stewart Station 

Personal Life: 

Family: 
Wife - Cathleen (Cathy) 

R. ·. 1. •. Garry W Krom 
D.O.B. (January 11 1 1954·) 

Children: Andrew, Jared and Courtney 

Education: 
2000 - Associate's Degree - Dutchess Community College (Nursing) 
1979 - Master's Degree - University of Denver (Physical Education/Exercise Physiology) 
1977 - Bachelor's Degree - S.U.N.Y. @Cortland (Physical Education/ Special Physical 
Education) 



Work Experience: 
2016-Present - Retired 
2000-2016-State of New York Office for People with Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) 

(Staff Development Director) 
1995 - 2004 - Rehab Programs Inc (Abilities First) - (Adapted Physical Education Teacher) 
1987 - 1995 - State of New York (OPWDD) - (Recreation Therapist) 

Religious Life: 
2019 - Present - St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Albany, NY 
2005 - Present - St. John's Episcopal Church, Kingston, NY 
(6 years as Warden, 3 years as Vestry Board Member) 

Masonic History: 

Rondout Lodge #343: 

,June 3, 2013-Entered Apprentice Degree 
November 13, 2013-Fellowcraft Degree 
May 20, 2014-Master Mason 

• Chairs Held: 
• As of November 2021 - Acting Worshipful Master 
• Currently - Senior Warden (2021-Present) 
• Junior Warden (2020-21) 
• Senior Deacon (2019-2020) 
• Secretary (2016-2019) 
• Junior Deacon (2015-16) 

• Additional Activities: 
• Masonic Development Course - July 2015 
• Road to the East - June 2015 
• Chancellor Robert R. Livingston Reading Masonic Library 

• Courses completed: 
• Course 1 - 2016 
• Course 2 - 2017 
• Course 3 - 2019 
• Course 4 - 2017 
• Course 13 - 2021 

• NorthStar Success Coach - November 2016 
• Northstar Success Coach Update - June 2020 

Royal Arch - Poughkeepsie Chapter #172 

• Chairs Held: 
• High Priest (Jan 2020 - December 2021) 
• Captain of the Host 
• Master of Third Veil 



• Master of the Second Veil 
• Master of the First Veil 

• Addition Activities 
• Order of High Priesthood (March 2020) 
• Capitular Development Course - Taken and taught 
• Royal Ari:;h Capstone Course - Taken and taught 
• Fraternal Union of High Priest 
• Zerubbabel Society Member #347 

Cryptic Rite - Grand Council of the State of New York: 

• Right Illustrious Grand Historian (2021 - Present) 

• Very Illustrious Assistant Grand Lecturer District 2 (2021 - Present) 

Cryptic Rite - King Solomon's Temple #31 

• Chairs Held: 
• Currently Illustrious Master (2019 - Present) 
• Captain of the Guard 

• Additional Activities: 
• Thrice Illustrious Master Degree 
• Cryptic Masonic Education Course - Taken and taught 
• Solomon's Arch Society 
• Life Member of General Order of Cryptic Masons, International 

Knights Templar-Poughkeepsie Commandery #43 

" Chairs Held: 
11 Currently Generalissimo 
• Captain General 
• Senior Warden 
• Junior Warden 

@ Additional Activities: 
" York Rile Leadership Classes 101. 201 and 401 
• Member of Saint Bernard's Priory 
• Grand Master's Club member number 104368 

Knights Templar - Westchester Commandery #42 

• Chair Held: 
• Currently Commander 

Scottish Rite NMJ: 

*Completed initial passport 
11 Valley of The Hudson: 

• Ambassador Chairman (May 2019- November 2021) 
• Ambassador to Rondout Lodge #343 
"' Member of Brother-to-Brother Program 



• Received Knights of Double Eagle Award and Red Hanging Bar 
• Currently Senior Warden of the Chapter of Rose Croix 
• Member of the Degree Team 
• Member of ECM 

• Valley of Albany 
11 Member of the Degree Team 
• Received Knights of Double Eagle Award and Red Hanging Bar 

AMD: Jay Kosseff Co~ncil #557: 

• Chairs Held: 
• Currently Junior Warden 
• Senior Deacon 

• Junior Deacon 

Grotto - Tri-Bo-Ped Chapter: 

• Chairs Held: 
• Currently Monarch 

• Chief Justice 

Tall Cedars of Lebanon: Hudson Valley Forrest #215: 

• Positions Held: 
• Current Member of Color Guard 

• 2021 Nominating Committee 

Additional Masonic Memberships: 

• Grand College of Rites of the United States of America 
• Missouri Lodge of Research 
• Philalethes Society 
• Masonic Society 
• Scottish Rite Masonic Museum and Library 

Companion Krom commits himself fully to every position he assumes and has been a 
tremendous asset to all the York Rite and Scottish Rite bodies of which he is a member. 
King Solomon's Council #31 strongly believes that Companion Krom would be a positive 
addition to New York Grand Council's Grand Line. We encourage your support of this fine 
Man and Mason. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
F&Z 

R.'. 1.·. David R. Barkstedt 
Recorder 



In anticipation of the election and installation of 

Right Illustrious Stephen .Ac. Rubinstein 

Is planned for Saturday evening, October 8, 2022 

at the Crown Plaza Desrnond Hotei 

660 Albany Shaker Hoad, Albany, f\lY 11221 

(A, small number of rooms are available @ $130+tax. Call (518) 869 .. 8100,, use Code !{GC1" 

There will be a Cocktail Reception 6:00-7:00 PfV1. with Open Bar, 

Cash bar 7:00-10:00 Pr\/1 

Please detach and send w/your check made out to: I\L Shere Couru:ii and mark for GM Dirmrer 

to: 

David Dlamondstein, PO Box 43, East Norwich,. I\JY 11732--0043 

fVlediterranean Halibut. 1\10: ____ . -~@) $75.00:~$-----

VegE:!table Strudel: l\lo:~---® $70.00=~'------

TOT.AL 

Dinners include salad, desert., coffee and tea 



Grand Council ..... 

Cryptic Masons of the State of New York 
of the State of New York 

R:. I:. Donald R. Kunego 
Grand Principal Conductor of the Work 
Chairman, lsh Sodi & Awards Committee 

TO: M : . I: . John A. Gallant 
Most Illustrious Grand Master 

R:. I:. Stephen A. Rubinstein 
Deputy Grand Master 

R:.I:. Kenneth R. Howe, Jr. 
Grand Recorder 

SUBJECT: Annual Report - 2021-2022 lsh Sodi & Awards Committee 

August16,2022 

The following Annual Report for 2021-2022 is submitted by the Committee Members: 

- Awards presented at the Annual Banquet Grand Council State of NY: 

❖ General Grand: 
• Cryptic Mason of the Year: Announced at the Banquet 
• Lady of the Council Award: Announced at the Banquet 
• Adult Leadership Award : T 5() 

❖ Grand Council: 
• Cryptic Mason of the Year Award: TBA 

• NY Giles Fonda Yates Medal: TBA 

• lsh-Sodi Awards: ISH-SODI Awards: 

• First line signer for five [5] Petitioners: 
Ill James William Greg, Columbian Council No. 1 

• First-line signer for 25 Petitioners: NIA 

• Council Membership Gains & Attendance Awards~ 

A. Most Greetings of new Select Masters in the Cryptic year: 
Flatbush Council# 80 L 13_) 

B. Greetings of 5 or more new Companions in the Cryptic year: 
Columbian Council# ·t (_ 7 _) 
Ancloniram Council # 36 (_7 _) 
SkoiYase Council# 75 (_ 5_) 
Suffolk Council# 76 (_ 7 _) 
North Shore Council# 88 (_ 12_) 



C. 10% or greater increase in membership in the Cryptic Year: 
Dunkirk Council# 25 (_ 13.3%_) 
Adonirarn Council # 36 L27. 7%_) 
SkoiYase Council # 75 (_25.0%_) 
Flatbush Council # 80 (_22.9%_) 
North Shore Council # 88 (_31.6%_) 

D. Best Attendance at Grand Council Annual Assembly [other than host 
Council] To be announced @ Grand Council Assembly: 
___ Council # __ (_#attended TBD _) 

These are the awards with the reported figures available at the time of submission. 

An updated repo1i will be filed following the Assembly. 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

R :. I :. Donald R .. Kunego (#19), Grand Captain of the Guard 
R:.I:. Kenneth Howe, Jr. (#19), Grand Recorder 
R :. I:. Daniel D. Elliott (#93), Grand Captain of the Guard 

Sincerely, 

R:.I.'. Donald R. Kunego 
Grand Principal Conductor of the Work 
Chairman, lsh Sodi & Awards Committee 

May God Bless Our Great Fraternity 
May God Bless Our Troops and May God Bless America 
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